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LEGIT’S $60,160,300 SEASON 





Avoids Gats and Gams 


Samuel Goldwyn stated in New York this week he makes it a 
point to deal only in entertainment for the entire family. 

He put it this way: “I never made a gangster picture and never 
undressed a woman in public. I believe in making pictures a man 
can take his whole family to see. When You start doing sex pic- 
tures you must be more sensational every time.” 

Goldwyn acknowledged there was one gangster picture in his 
past—this being “Dead End.” But this production “had a point to 
it,” he commented. 


French Gangsters Very Sexy, Too 
Munich, June 3. 
Quoth Ernest Krueger, head of Germany's self-control unit 
which passes on all films: 
“Our problem today isn’t so much with violence in American 
p’ctures, but with the new kind of gangster pictures coming out 
of France. They are both sadistic and erotic.” 





Soviet Youths, Irked by Questions, — 
Walk Out on Hub TV Program 





Boston, June 3. #— 

A hassle with six Russian youth | in 
editors at WGBH-TV over ques-| It Was Never Like This 
tions put by a Harvard prof, which | 
irked them, resulted in cancelling 
of the program, “Backgrounds,” on 





which the Soviet eds were to have! Dancers Nora Kovach and Ist- 
appeared last week. ivan Rabovsky, who escaped from 
The six visiting Russians staged | east Berlin to the U. 5. in 1955, 
the walkout after Prof. Arthur M.| have been booked for a July 7-19 
Schlesinger Jr.. w.k. historian and| appearance in “Girl in Pink 
liberal, asked them shortly before | Tights” at the Sacandaga Park 
air time if they would discuss the | (N. Y.) Summer Theatre. 
effect of the de-Stalinization cam- Husband-and-wife team will be 
paign on the youth of Russia. paid $2,500 weekly, in addition to 
Prof. Schlesinger said they said | room and board. 
something about “press assault” | 
and stalked out. The Russians were | 


in a Hub tour as part of a State be 
Department exchange program, ymp an wihg 
and left for Chicago. Before the | 
walkout, the prof said he told them, | - 
“If I had the good fortune to visit | 
the Soviet Union, I should try my 
best to answer all questions. A free | 
The international exchange of 
| music came into focus again this 
|week with the current overseas 


(Continued on page 20) 

| treks of the Philadelphia Orch, the 
|New York Philharmonic and Benny 
\Goodman’s orch, The Philadel- 
phians are teuring Europe, the 
Philharmonic’s on the South Amer- 








Lucy Monroe-Jim Sauter 
‘Bitter Sweet’ Romance 
Seen in Showman’s Will 


Naming singer Lucy Monroe as 


Behind the Iron Curtain 





HITS NEW flbh 


By HOBE MORRISON 


For the fifth year in succession, 
Broadway set a new record high 
season gross in 1957-58. The total 
Main stem legit receipts for the | 
52-week period ended last Satur- | 
day (31) was $37,515,300. 

The total for both legit and the 
road also hit a new record, $60,160,- 
300. However, the road gross alone 
was not a record, being topped by 
| the respective totals for the 1948- 





49, 1952-53 and 1955-56 seasons 
(see separate story on the road | 
grosses}. 

The total number of playing | 
weeks for the Broadway season | 
| 1957-58 was 1,086, somewhat be-| 
| low the level of the last few years, 
| but better than for the three-year 
|span, 1951-54, and substantially 
above the figures available for 
two decades. The number of play- 
ing weeks, incidentally, represents 
the aggregate of the shows cur- 
rent each week, for the 52-week 
period. 

As the accompanying chart indi- 
cates, the season's total gross on 
Broadway virtually tripled during 
j the last 20-years, while the num- 
| ber, of playing weeks has remained 
fairly steady. In other words, three 
times the amount of boxoffice re- 
ceipts supported the same number | 
of playing weeks. That appears to | 
support the frequently-heard state- 
ment that theatrical costs have ap- | 
proximately tripled in the last two} 





DeGaulle Worries 


A WAY-ROAD 8.0, Now TV Is Having Its Problems 








| creasing selectivity concerning en- 

On Lewd Film | business over the past few years, 

Lynn Harrington, owner of the| ban, president of Paramount Pic- 
manager of the ozoner, with the | York yesterday (Tues.) And along 
seized five reels of films under | to-see programming, tv is coming 


Wooing Aloof Public—Balaban 
tertainment, which had been so 
|is now on the doorstep of tele- 

Pasadena, Tex., June 3. 
Eagle Drive-In Theatre, has been| tures, fold his company’s annual 
showing of lewd motion films at| With, or part of, the difficulties in 
three titles during a midnight | face to face with such obstacles as 


—¢ The problem of the public’s in- 

° 
Texas Ozoner Closed immediate to the motion picture 
| vision. That’s what Barney Bala- 
charged along with Andrew Argo,| meeting of stockholders in New 
the outdoor cinema. Local police | providing the right kind of want- 
showing. Police closed the ozoner| ™ounting costs of production and 


|and took the names of some 20,8 shortage of personalities who 


youngsters under 17 years of age. | can deliver “requisite ratings,” 
One pic was titled “The Mature | commented the Par chief exec. 


Parte P ” Labeling tv as the “brash new- 
Giri, another “Lew Moods” wan! comer to the entertainment indus- 


ro ge I be som ged try,” Balaban — in — —_ 
“ : f ” y |medium's problems ave een 
Honky Tonk Burlesque” lasting | “temporarily alleviated” by the 


an hour, with the others only 15) 


minutes. 4000 to 5,000 features which have 


| been made available by the pic- 
ture companies, But, indeed, the 
rate of consumption of this prod- 
uct is enermous. Hollywood's pro- 
duction of 600 hours of entertain- 
ment annually can be consumed by 
a sincle tv market in a couple of 
months, in Balaban's opinion. 


Yank Fie Exees\ css 


| way of tv will be piayed out within 
Gen. Charles de Gaulle’s rise| two to three years—including all 
to power in France leaves the, the re-runs. These were the pic- 
American film companies con-| tures made prior to the dividing 
cerned about their future relations | date of July, 1948, as had been 
with the French government and | stipulated ee ny — ae 
i ? production labor unions. As for the 

fearful of tightened restrictions. | post-'48s, tee states he knows 





decades. } 
The figures for the biggest | sarily be guesswork, film execs in 
single-week gross for each season|N. Y. nevertheless fear that the 
also tend to refute the possihle as-| 4¢ Gaulle regime is likely to crack 
sumption that the tripled, xasonal | down, both in terms of @ more na- 
gross represents increased or more | tionalistic spirit and in terms of 
profitable business. The top week's | Conserving France’s dollar supply. 
take during 1939-40, for example,| The U. S. distribs have virtually 
was only slightly one-third of the|no francs frozen in France, each 
biggest week of 1957-58, although |company having made its own com- 
there was only a minor difference | pensation deals via shipbuilding, 
in respective number of shows | tanker construction, ete. The real 
current, danger is that the de Gaulle gov- 
Since virtually the same theatres | ernment may seek to cut Import li- 
were in operation 20 years ago as|censes. The Motion Picture Ex- 
now, the total seating capacity | port Assn. now gets 110. For the 
(Continued on page 70) (Continued on page 75) 











the sole beneficiary of his estate, | (Continued on page 66) 
formally valued as “more than} Rs er? : 
$20,000" -and which may be 


nearer $1,000,000—puts on the rec- 
ord her show biz romance. with 
James E. Sauter that may be com- 


pared to a latterday unnuptialed 
Heloise & Abelard. Denied by 
Catholic dogma to marry, the long- 
time attachment between showman 


Sauter and the songstress was well 
known to show big. 

Both maintained separate apart- 
ments. Miss Monroe, of a show 
biz family, lived in the fashionable 
lower 60s on 5th Ave., and Sauter 
was probably the oldest permanent 
resident of the posh Hotel Pierre, 
N. Y., from whence he was rushed 
and died the following day (March 
18 last) of a heart attack, age 56. 

Wellknown for his many chari- | 
ties, he was president of USO-| 
Camp Shows, onetime prez of Air 
Features (Blackett-Hummert pro- 

(Continued on page 66) 


are passing 
London. hot-copy-angle reporters! 
of the glib and clever chaps on th 


Cannes . Film. Festival. 
Americans are now 
British libel law is something of 





cc i, 


Hot-Copy-Angle Chaps of 


Sexsational Press Seare U.S. Stars 


American film stars and theatrical personages 
the message to one another: 
A spreading fear 


dailies published im the British capital but circulated 
all over the United Kingdom was considerably ag- 
gravated by certain British chappies at the recent 


wondering if the vaunted 


seems a far more serious matter in the United 
States, thought supposedly easy. In any event sev- 
eral British reporters have become notorious among 
Americans for asking the type of question calculated 
to infuriate or embarrass the person. Plainly: the 
technique is to goad the star to an angry, therefore 


London’s 





an unthinking, retort which can be twisted for a 


avoid lurid, eye-popping, reader-tickling headliine. 


more sexsational 


porter approached a star, asking, “Miss ————-, i 
it true you are a sexual deviate?” 


a myth for libel 


taking holy orders was a neurotic. 


While any reaction must neces- | 


An extreme example of the London breathtaker 
occurred in a hotel lobby at Cannes when a re-| 


The man was 
seized by the arms and removed from the premises. 

Audrey Hepburn, currently starring in the film! 
version of “A Nun's Story” was approached by an-| 
other London hot-copy-angle chap recently and in- 
vited to say whether she did not think any woman 


of no film company likely to sell 
out—at least at this time. And at 
(Continued on page 10) 





Charsonniers, France’s 
Latterday Troubadours, 
Get DeGaulleism Shears 


Paris, June 3 

Besides newspapers, the first 
show biz aspect to come in for cen- 
sorship difficulties, under “the 
state of emergency” setup here, has 
been the Chansonniers. There are 
five 10 p.m. theatres which special- 
ize in a “nothing sacred” attitude 
towards politics and its practition- 
ers. A censor now goes over ail 
the words of these latterday 
troubadours and the blue pencil is 
rampant. 

These five show spots—Lune 
| Rousse, Caveau de la Republique, 
}Coucou, Deux Anes and Dix 
| Heures—held out for some time 
before scissors started to click on 
their words. Their video and ra- 
dio shows were the first to get 
scrutiny. 





Chansonniers pointed out that 
with censors dabbling with the 
press, they were already being 


| Stymied since they get their lam- 
| Poon ideas from news stories. Usu- 
lally sacrosanct, the censors final- 


ly decided that the rugged rib- 


Bette Davis, currently with the American “John| ping by these showmen, of gov- 
Paul Jones” company shooting in Spain, told a j ernmental institutions was notin 
(Continued on page 19) 
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(Continued on page 16) 
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DeGatine Uncertainty Sure Belted 


Paris Tourism—It's Still Nervous 


Paris, June 3. 

The French political crisis, 
brought on by the coup d'etat in 
Algeria, long brewing, may be re- 
solved with General Charles De 
Gaulle getting parliamentary in- 
vestiture this week. Impending vi- 
olence never flared through all the 


difficulties, but harum - scarum 
journalism and_ natural human 
cautions have naturally seeped 


down into a fairly tangible effect 
on show biz. 

American Express feels that 
many prospective visitors put off 
trips here till later, or even can- 
celled, but the great bulk of tour- 
ists were already on hand. They 
did not panic. There was no real 
trouble, and in spite of the mobs 
of police in the streets they did not 
drive them off. 

Hotels have been hit by cancella- 
tions which have affected both big 
and little hosteleries. Ditto the ex- 
pensive eateries have taken a fall- 
off. 

Perfumeries and tourist goods 
shops say that they have not really 
felt a pinch yet, but it may set in 
new due to the fact that many 
were already on hand. Those 
queried fee! that it may get slacker 
from now on. 

Niteries are really feeling it. De- 
noting teuristic bravery, curiosity, 
or seeming visitor aloofness from 
internal squabbles, the Lido still 
racks up practically SRO for its 


first show. But the second show, 
usualiy fed by “Paris by Night” 
buses, has fallen off considerably. 


This means either that those now 
here are worried about roaming 
about late at night, or the veering- 
off of mass tourism is now being | 
felt. 

Even the head strip parlor, the | 
Crazy Horse Saloon, is not quite 
shoehorn-capacity these days, and 
the lesser boites are taking a beat- 
ing. People, though surprisingly 
detached for a crisis, have taken | 
to spending time sitting in cafes 
waiting to see something happen. | 
This has practically brought about 
a renaissance of the St.-Germain- 
Des-Pres area with the three open- 
air cafes packed nightly. The »ver- 
flow is picked up by the various 
caves still in existence. 

The Folies-Bergere ducats are 
now easy to get. It still does nifty 
biz but not the SRO of yore. 

The Theatre of Nations is getting 
good turnouts, but these are hard- | 
core specialized theatregoers go- 
ing in for the top foreign compa- 
nies passing in review there every 
week. The Russo Bolshoi Ballet 
had black market ducat going for 
$75 each. Regular theatres, unless 
they have a top hit, are really feel- 
ing the events and many will shut- 
ter earlier than July. 

Olympia Music Hall prexy Bruno 
Coquatrix may call off his present 
show and not even do his final 
three-week stanza. He feels that 
vaude is probably the most ex- 
pendable show item and people are 
sticking to-video or radio sets or 
finding the streets more entertain- 

‘Continued on page 66) 
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Critics Ask Nite Off 


Paris, June 3. 
The Syndicat des _ Critiques 
Dramatique et Musicale (union of 
drama and music critics) has 
asked all theatre managers to do 
away with Saturday night open- 
ings. 


off for them. 

Most of the legit houses (about 
50) immediately agreed, but the 
music managers and operators of 
concert halls claim they can’t 
possibly fall in line because the 
greater portion of their biz is 
on a single-appearance basis and 
they are obliged to book their 
talent, especially the name _per- 
formers, as and when they can 
get ‘em. 


Welles Answers Critic 
By Blasting U.S. Film 
Setup For Production 


London, June 3. 





the ‘New Statesman,’ adversely 
criticized Orson Welles’ latest film, 
“Touch of Evil” (U). Welles replied 
with one of the frankest-ever ex- 
posures of the problems of film- 
making and one that’s not going to 
increase his popularity in Holly- 
wood. 

Ref@rring to “Touch of Evil,” 
“What a silly title, by the way,” 
wrote Welles: “As author-director 
I was not consulted on the matter 
of the release of my film without 
|a press showing. One can only as- 
sume that the distributor was so 
| terrified of what the critics would 
| write about it that a rash attempt 
|was made to evade them alto- 
(Continued on page 66) 


BRUSSELS GOES AFTER 
MOTEL PRICE-GOUGER 


Brussels, June 3. | 
| What may be the first major | 
break in the high cost of living in 
|Brussels during Fair time came, 
{last week with the arrest of a mo-| 
,tel manager on charges of price-| 
|gouging. Action came after com-| 
plaint by a tourist against Her- 
man Berler, manager of the Belle- 
‘vue Motel near the fairgrounds. 

Berler is charged with violation 

of a 1945 law which pegs the price 
‘of goods and services. According to 
ithe law, fee that can be charged 
‘at the motel is 500 Belgian francs 
| ($10), which in somw cases has been 
|hiked to 1,100 francs ($22), which 
jincludes the price of a compulsory 
;meal. If convicted, Berler faces a 
heavy fine and at least three | 
months in prison. 

In the past few weeks, a mount- | 
ing series of complaints against 
overpricing have been made by 
tourists, and authorities have taken | 
stern measures against the profit-| 
eering. 
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They think that Saturday | 
eve ought to be an assured night | 


MOISEYEV WOWS LA, 


Russia’s Sitting Down Dancers 
Takes $198,000 in 7 








Los Angeles, June 3. 

Moiseyey Dance Co. of Moscow 
chalked up a sizzling $198,000 for 
seven performances at the Shrine 
Aud, playing to capacity audiences 
each show. 

Project, which ran May 24-29, 
was the first enterprise ever spon- 
sored by the Hollywood Bow! Assn., 
outside its own amphitheatre in 
the Hollywood hills. 

Troupe opened another seven- 
performance stand Saturday (31) 
at War Memorial Opera House, San 


| Francisco. 


Royal Preems For 


under his 





William Whitebait, film critic of | 





Foremans ‘Key 


London, June 3. 

Carl Foreman’s first production 
Columbia deal, “The 
Key,” was launched in Europe last 
week with Royal preems in London 
and Brussels. At the Odeon, Lei- 
cester Square, last Thursday (29), 
Princess Margaret attended a char- 
ity preem of the pic, which was 
sponsored by the Variety Club of 
Great Britain. The following night 
it was the opening pic at the Brus- 
sels Film Festival, at which King 
Baudouin of Belgium made his 
first-ever public appearance at a 
screening. 

Tonight (Tues.), Foreman planes 
to N. Y. and goes on to the Coast 
for confabs with studio toppers 
about launching the picture in the 
U. S. 

On the day of its London open- 
ing, the Daily Mirror ran a page 
feature on Foreman, who was de- 


scribed as one of the world’s finest | 


script writers. On the previous 
night, said the Mirror, the film was | 
shown privately to a small audi- 
ence of distinguished Americans— 
a special screening for the Ameri- 
can Ambassador, John Hay Whit- 
ney 
“This,” wrote Donald Zec, 
(Continued on page 20) 





Meyer Davis (Who Else?) 
In 31st White House Date | 


Meyer Davis will play his 31st | 
White House engagement tonight | 
Wed.). He'll front the orch at a} 


| State dinner being given by Presi-| 


dent and Mrs. Eisenhower in honor 
of Dr. Theodor Heuss, president of 


the West German Federal Repub- | 


lic. In addition to the White House | 
bookings, Davis has conducted at} 
six inaugural balls. 

The musical program, whith} 
takes in favorites of the Ike & 
Mamie, will include Serenade from 
“The Student Prince,” “Alt Wien,” 
“Lover Come Back to Me,” “The | 
‘Old Refrain.” “To a Wild Rose,” 
“Yours Is My Heart Alone” and 


\“Tales of the Vienna Woods.” Oc- | 


= | Davis. 





casion will also mark introduction 
of a new song, “First Lady,” dedi- 
| cated to Mrs. Eisenhower and writ- 
| ten byyDavis’ wife, Hilda Emery 


7 








A Law for Olivia 
Washington, June 3. 
Film star Olivia De Havilland 
has found a champion in Rep. 
Francis Walter (D., Pa.) who 
has introduced a bill which 
would permit her to remain in 
France for indefinite periods 
with husband Pierre Galante, 
editor of Paris-Match. Since it 
is the Pennsylvania legislator 
who is indirectly at root of 
Miss DeHavilland’s trouble 
there is an element of Con- 
gressional justice in his action. 
According to McCarran-Walter 
immigration bill, actress must, 
as a naturalized citizen, return 
here every five years to retain 
- her American citizenship. This, 
she claims, is a hardship and 
Walter, hard-hitting chairman 
of the House unAmerican Ac- 
tivities Committee, agrees. His 
bill, introduced simply as “bill 
for relief of Olivia Mary Gal- 
ante,” is expected to pass Con- 
gress without any trouble. 
Star, currently here with 
husband tub-thump for latest 
film, “Proud Rebel,” was born 
in Tokyo of British parents 
and naturalized as a U, S. citi- 
zen in °41, 


; 


the | 


Unpublished Works Under Copyright 
If Congress Heeds Revision Ideas 





Life of Kalman for Pix 


Frankfurt, June 3. 
Production has just begun on|/ 
the CCC color film, “Der Czardas | 
Koenig” (The Hungarian Dance 
King), based on the life of oper- 
etta compo: 2r Emmerich Kalman. 
|Janne Furch and Harald Philipp 
have done the script, with Gerhard 
Riedmann, Rudolf Schock, Elma 
Karlowa and Sabine Bethman in 
the leads. | 
Special choreography is being | 
handled by former Hollywoodian | 
Billy Daniel, who is now one of | 
the leading film choreographers in 
Germany. Constantin will release 
the pic here. 








Singapore Cops Seize 
Indian-Soviet Picture As 
‘Communist Propaganda’ 


New Delhi, June 3. 
The print of a jointly produced | 
Indo-Soviet film, “Pardesi,” has 
been seized by the police in Sing- 
apore. Ground for seizure report- 
edly is suspicion of the pic as a 
|Communist propaganda effort. 
| Film tells the story of 15th cen- 
‘tury Russian traveler Afanasi Ni- | 
kitin—by Soviet claim the first Eu-| 
|ropean to have visited India: 
| Police seized the print from the | 
Singapore distributors, whose ter- | 
ritory also covers other countries | 
| of Southeast Asia. It was not im-| 
mediately known whether the im | 
| 





—only cepy received by the dis 
| tributors — would be returned to 
them to enable release outside | 


Singapore. 

| Pie was exhibited as one of the 
| Indian entries at the Cannes film 
festival. 





ELLENVILLE TO LOSE 
FESTIVAL VIA REMOVAL 


Ellenville, N. Y., June 3. 
Empire State Music Festival, 
|; whose fourth season in Ellenville, 
will be of one-week duration (Aug. 
14-17) this season, will relocate in 

“one of three cities now under con-| 

sideration,” starting with the 1959 
|season. So Frank Forest, general 
| manager, discloses. 

If the musical show programs 
operated under the name of The 
| Ellenville Music Tent and offering 
| six Broadway hits, for single weeks, 
starting July 1, 
| cess, financially 
1 | the operation 





“prove to be a suc-| 
and artistically, 

will be repeated 

from year to year, with an ex- 
tended season,” Forest stated. 

It is “the hope this will become 

ja permanent division of the Empire 


‘tion picture stories, 


,able time in recent 


Washington; June 3. 

Congress should give serious 
thought to placing unpublished 
works under the same copyright 
aye as published ones. 

he rights of authors and com- 
M.... of unpublished works are 
now protected under the common 
law, but there is a very “iffy” 
question—becoming more confused 
all the time—“What does publica- 
tion mean? What’s more, such au- 
thors have perpetual—and not lim- 
ited—protection.” 

This is the highlight of a study 
just completed by the Copyright 
Office of the Library of Congress 
and submitted to Congress for con- 
' sideration. It is one of a series 
made with a view toward overall 
revision of the Copyright Act of 
1909. 

Nearly all key legal controver- 
sies regarding unpublished works 
in this century, it is pointed out, 
involve show business—plays, mo- 
radio and 


9 television scripts and, most of all, 


musical compositions. 

The musical controversy has 
been the principal sourse of the 
question—what does publication 
mean? While the courts have held 
mostly that it means printing of 
sheet music, there is a consider- 
able contrary opinion which holds 
that the pressing of recordings of 
otherwise unpublished works also 
constitutes “publication.” Only 

(Continued on page| 19) 


Acting Vs. Directing 
And Ne’er the Twain 
Shall Meet: Brynner 


Vienna, June 3. 

Hollywood has spent consider- 
years develop- 
ing the multiple-talent gent, but 
talent sometimes can be spread too 
thin, according to Yul Brynner. 
Specifically, he feels, the film in- 
dustry doesn't achieve the best re- 
sult when an actor-director tries to 
perform the dual function on a 
single film. 

There’s an _ actor's 
and a director's psychology,” 


psychology 
Bryn- 


ner contends. “And when a man 
}tries to bounce quickly from one 
to the other, he doesn’t do justice 


to either.” 

Brynner, here co-starring with 
Deborah Kerr in “The Journey,” 
which Anatole Litvak is producing 
and.directing under the Alby Pro- 
ductions banner for Metro release, 
was faced with the dual problem 
some months ago on “The Buc- 
caneer.” Originally scheduled to 


‘direct as well as star, he experi- 


mented with the two jobs during 
the pre-production period and 
finally withdrew as director. “‘A¢- 
tually,” he says, “I wanted to pull 
out of the acting and direct the 
film, but (Cecil B.) DeMille 
wouldn't have it.” 
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ANGRY YOUNG MAN VS. BRITAIN 








Foresee New War for Stars & Scripts 


Other Companies Now Packaging a La United 
Artists—May Press Latter’s Advantages 





GEORGE CUKOR’S PAR PAIR 


Hollywood is on the verge of one | 











of the biggest scrambles for talent 

and story properties. This is the | Will Guide Sophia Loren Twice, | 

conclusion drawn by money men in| Then Return MGM 

the eastern homeoffices whose big | 

concern is the continuing increase Hollywood, June 3. 

in production costs. | George Cukor has been signed 
With Metro, Universal and Co-;by Paramount to a two-pix deal, 

lumbia placing new emphasis on! both starring Sophia Loren, to be| 

deals with independents, it’s re-| produced by Girosi-Ponti. First 

garded as a cinch that the prices will be “Heller With A Gun,” west- | 


and participations will go up more. | ern by Louis L'Amour, second will | 
And, very likely, distribution fees| be “Two Women,” new novel by | 
may have to be cut as the distribu- | Alberto Moravia for which Par paid 


tors, in seeking to latch on to the | $100,000. | 
choice indies, dangle what fhey Miss Loren will costar with Anna 
peddle as the “best deal in town.” Magnani in “Women.” 

That's the way one company offi- Cukor deal, 


set by Irving Lazar, | 


cial expressed it this week. on profit-participation basis. There- 





United Artists’ position is not / after, Cukor returns to Metro for 
threatened, according to company two films still owed that lot under | 
spokesmen. UA's tieups with the | old contract. } 
indies are set far into the fu- 
ture. But it’s still to be noted 


that both Frank Sinatra and Kirk 
Douglas, after making pictures in 
association with UA within the past 
several days aligned themselves 
with others. Sinatra has a pact 
with Metro and Douglas with U. 
These are but a couple of in-| 
stances of the scramble that’s fore- | 
seen. Root of the matter is that| 


‘Orders to Kill 
Sensitivity Felt 


all Hollywood companies are striv- | B Paramount 
ing for most of the best in terms 
of names and properties on the 


When Charles Vidor, the Ameri- 
can juror at the Cannes film fes- 
tival, voiced his objection to the) 
— entry, “Orders to Kill,” he} 
| apparently wasn't alone in his! 
| thinking. It’s understood that the 
British Lion picture was offered to 
| Paramount in New York before 
| the festival, and was nixed by Par 
for precisely the same reason, i.e., 
that it was uncomplimentary to the 
American uniform. 

Later, and still prior to the fest, 
Richard Davis acquired the film 
for his United Motion Picture Or- 


least a couple of 
year are an eco- 


theory that at 
blockbusters a 
nomic must 


Hope to o Avoid A 
Directors Strike 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Threat of a directors’ walkout 
diminished following talks late last ganization. 
night (Mon.) between the Screen} At Cannes, Vidor spoke up 
Directors Guild and a major film against the film before the jury. | 
and telepix producers. As result, His argument was that, if such a 
of new proposals, directors’ board film was made, it should be made 
meets again tonight to discuss the by the Americans and not by the 
offer and then convenes tomorrow British. Story actually is based 
(Wed.) with the producers for|0n a wartime incident. 
what's expected to be a final ne-| Several Par execs thought “Or-| 
gotiation session and a peaceful ders to Kill” a fine film, but the 
settlement top brass nixed any deal. Picture | 

It’s believed SDG and producers never got anywhere at Cannes, | 
are apart only on one issue—the | either, though many thought it one | 
basic minimum for half-hour vid- 
pix. The Guild has agreed to the 
producers’ proposal to discuss the 
post-1948 pix-to-tv issue two years 
hence, same time they take up 
problem with other talent guilds. 
Directors also agreed to producers’ | 
proposal that they would renew 
talks with SDG on pay-tv issue any 
time they discussed situation with 
other guilds 

Producers and Guild met last 
Wednesday night, and it was out 
of this session that some progress 


i 


mediocre festival. | 


WOLFF STEPPING DOWN | 
AS RKO’S BRIT. CHIEF « 


London, June 3. 
Major changes at RKO’s British 
distribution h.q. here are imminent. 
Robert S. Wolif¥, who has been man- 
aging director since 1944, is leav-| 
ing the organization next month. 
He intends to go into independent | | 





reports emanated, Consequently 
the negotiators met again last | Production. There will be no re- 
night (Moa.), the guild cancelling Placement in the top job, but) 


Charles Rosmarin, who is in charge | 
of Europe for RKO, will include! 
the United Kingdom in his terri- | 
tory. 

George Dawson will remain as 
director-secretary of the company 
and Joseph Vagoda stays on as 
general sales manager. A stream- 
lined sales organization will be 


a board meeting which had been 
scheduled, and at which time it 
was expected the board would 
move for a walkout, 

Those in on the Wednesday 
talks report the producers appar- 
ently are now willing to make 
some “modifications” of their 


t t fe ost-1948 7 
a cea ae = to| Maintained at the Dean Street, 








elaborate. SDG had been consider- | 59M°, offices. David Jones likely 
the producers flatly rejected their | as Wolff. He has been in the 
“onti ) ally all his working life, and pub- 
(Coane ee gage 3 licity director for the last 16 years. 
“4 to Wolff, and Oscar Barber, as- 
Gloria Grahame Sues Bac sistant sales manager, already have 
Gloria Grahame has filed a cross-| product in the UK is being under- 
complaint in Superior Court) taken by the Rank Organization. 
damages in answer to breach of | ready acquired several properties 
contract suit brought by studio for| for development and these will be 
Splendored Thing.” 
Actress asserts studio wanted her| Lacy W. Kastner, president of 
have impaired standing in indus-| at his desk today (Wed.) following 
try and studio promised build up| three weeks in England and the 


| day are their main faults. 


| bines. 


tou 
of the best entries in a generally | 





ably irked in earlier talks when will bow out about the same time 

request for a clause permitting dis- | RKO publicity department virtu- 

Ernest Simon, executive assistant 

Hollywood, June 3. | left. Physical distribution of RKO 

against 20th-Fox, asking $100,000; Wolff told Varrery he has al- 

$12,330 over “Love Is A Many| ‘filmed in the locations demanded. 

play bit role in pic which would} Columbia International, due back 
role. | Continent, 





INDERSON APS 
OVALE THEMED 


By GENE MOSKOWITZ 


Paris, June 3. 

Britain’s Lindsay Anderson, after 
a recent exposure to the Cannes 
Film Festival, expresses himself a 
la the AYM (angry young men) 
coterie in London by flaying con- 
ventionality and lack of true heart 
in picture-making. Meaning his 
own country’s producers. 

Anderson sneers that too many 
of the British film industry are | 
real estate manipulators rather | 
than creative showmen and says | 
|they’re all too ready to convert | 
theatres into dancehalls or tea- 
rooms, or whatever, if it can be 
|swung at a profit. 

Old School Tie Still 





|. The British feature is in a mess. | 


“Conventionalism and pussyfooting 
jin treating pressing problems of the | 


countries are making timely films | 
but not Britain. Producers hide 
behind tired cycles of folksy come- | 
| dies and public school-type heroic 


| 
| war films. 
| 


Typical of the prevailing timidi- 
ty and lack of commercial know- | 
how, which he calls flagrant in | 

British picmaking today, Anderson 
‘points out that the John Osborne | 
play, “Look Back in Anger” was 
not bought for British screen pro- | 
|duction. It took an American | 


| producer, Harry Saltzman, to set | 


in- 


up the project with enough 
sight to get a yourg English direc- | 
tor to make it in England. 

In response to a query as to why 


| Britain was not. making its own 
important films, Anderson retorted | 


that it was primarily due to the 
unbroken vertical picture com- | 
Rank and Associated Brit- | 
ish, for example, besides making | 
pix, own three of the principal | 
distrib circuits. Bookings are in 
the hands of two men which leads 
to keeping out much foreign prod- 
uct that might tickle jaded British 
audiences. | 

Anderson called British produc- 
tion “too sheltered, old fashioned 
and unenterprising.” Censorship 
also helps keep socially critical 


| Subjects off Anglo screens. Though 


the British filmsters love to sneer 
at Hollywood, said he, they did not 
have a tenth of its guts. He stated | 
that Anglo showmanship policies 
were also far behind and out of 


ch, 

; to Anderson, British 
filmmakers act as if Britain is a 
country sans problems, that no 
telling changes have occurred in | 
50 years, and Britain is still the 
| center of an empire. He insisted 
al the - ge of Anglo war stories 
outcries against the 

| Shombention of war, like many 
| American and European releases 
but were made because they proved 
| profitable, | 
Ignored '45 Changes | 
Anderson sees British war films, | 
“perpetuating the traditional so- 
cial setup of class privileges and 
| distinctions. The cockney was 
usually a comic, if nice figure, and 
it was the officers, with stiff upper 
(Continued on page 19) | 


lent plan is to open in N.Y., 


‘i “Stuffy’ Is Word 


157 subjects shown, none of them 
|eritic Francois Truffaut, had some- 


|thing to say and did it with gusto 


| lack of imagination. 


| raux” 


'WB Coast HO Idea Up for Decision; 
oth Ave, Rent Vs. Overhead Cut; 
Further Drift Toward ‘Team Rule’ 


+ 
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JOHN WAYNE, HARD TICKET | 


20th Sets Policy For ‘Barbarian 
and The Geisha’ 








20th-Fox has decided to release 


its John Wayne starrer, “The Bar- 
barian and the Geisha,” on a hard- 
ticket policy. It'll bow in N.Y. 


either at the Bijou or the Palace. | 

Film originally was skedded to | 
follow “The Bravados” into the 
Paramount the end of July. a 
Chi- | 
cago and Los Angeles in roadshow 
fashion and to pattern release 
after that on the initial showings. 





For Brussels In 
Short Film Show 


Brussels, June 3. 

The second feature event of the 
Brussel Fair’s World Film Festi-| 
val ended last week with the) 
award of the Grand-Prix to Brit- | 
ain’s “Forming the Metals.” This | 
| wound up the short subject and | 
documentary race which, like its | 
predecessor — the experimental | 
films competition—lacked distinc- | 





tion. If anything, it topped the | 
experimental fest In degrees of | 
boredom. Ww 


Some 24 nations eompleted in| 
the shorts competition. In addi- | 
tion, the Vatican, Benelux, the} 
European Coal and Stee] Commu- 
nity and the World Health Organ- 
ization entered films. There were 


outstanding. 

If applause greeted the showing | 
of France's “Les Mistons,” it was 
because its producer, French film 


and delightful impudence. As for | 
the rest, the films were character- 
ized by pomposity, conformity and 


With Britain copping the top 
prize, the remaining awards were 
diplomatically divided between 
France (“Les Mistons”), the U. S. 
(“Baylet Hamlet Theatre’), Ger- 
many (“Achtung Synkope”), Cze- 
choslovakia (“Magic of Children"), 


Canada’ (“The Blackbird”) and 
Britain (‘One Potato, Two Pota- 
toes,” credited with exceptional 


qualities). 

Only a vigorous essay on “Mal- 
by France’s Leonard Keigel 
deserved real attention. However, 
it was sadly neglected by an ap- 
parently bored jury. 


Walter Reade’s Continental Dis- 
tributing tying up the Tati film, 
“Mon Oncle,” the rave of the 
French press at Cannes. 











Bad Deal—Because State Wants It 


[Hungary Pays Only $3,000 Per Film] 


The Motion Picture Export Assn. deal for the sale of 10 feature 


films to the Hungarians has been 


icans are all of $30,000, i.e. $3,000 per feature. 
Scoffing at the price paid by Budapest, one film industry exec- 


utive last week said: “That's the 
because the government wants us 


The Hungarian deal is the third one with a Communist country 
for the U.S. industry. The companies have been selling their pic- 


tures to Yugoslavia for several y 


a deal with the Poles. Talks with the Soviets are currently stymied, 
and negotiations with the East Germans have broken down, though 
“Marty” and one or two other American films were bought by 


them. 


According to Istvan Dosai, the Hungarian export chief, the 


$3,000 per picture is the highest 


Among the films selected are “East of Eden,” “Knock on Wood,” 
“Invitation to the Dance,” “Francis,” “Country Girl” 
Holiday.” The Hungarian deal was signed after considerable delays 


on both sides, the last one on the 
States, 


finalized. Involved for the Amer- 


kind of deal we're making only 
to do it.” 


ears. MPEA also has negotiated 


he’s ever paid for any import. 
and “Roman 


part of company lawyers in the 


|Ben Kalmenson, 
| berg 


| lon appears 


| stand on 44th St., 


| week generally, while the 





The Warner Bros. brass meets 


|} on the Coast this week to decide, 


among other things, whether to 
move the WB headquarters from 
New York to Hollywood. 

Among those participating in 
the powwow are Jack L. Warner, 
Charles Boas- 
and foreign chief, Wolfe 
Cohen. 

Feeling in the Warner top eche- 
to seriously favor the 
switch to the Coast, both as an 
economy move and to bring the en- 
tire operation under one roof. 
Transfer, if it comes about, also is 
likely to further strengthen the 
policy position of Kalmenson who 
is now running the New York end 
as executive v.p 

Source outside Warners said 
that, if the entire operation is 
switched west, one of the implica- 
tions is a further move away from 
the Jack L. Warner “one-man rule” 
and towards a policy of greater 
shared responsibility on all levels, 
including the studio. Just where 
Serge Semenenko, first v. p. of the 
First National Bank of Boston and 
a big power in WB, stands on the 
Coast move cannot be established, 
though he’s made it clear in the 
past that he favors economies. 


Other topics up for discussion 
at the Coast powwow include up- 
coming product and the question of 
exchange closings. Warners has 
shuttered some exchanges, but is 
reported te be in the mood for 
some drastic additional cuts. 


One of the problems involved in 
moving to the Coast is the new 

WB headquarters on Fifth Ave., 
N. Y. The building isn’t fully 
rented and the company likely is 
| going to have trouble sub-leasing 
under these conditions. Assuming 
that this is overcome, WB may 
again do business from the old 
where it main- 
tains its N. Y. exchange operation. 

In any case, certain departments 


| would be maintained in the east. 


That includes publicity, legal, in- 
ternational and sales. In each case, 
there'd be a pruning of staff. 

If the Coast meet flashes the 
go-ahead on the moving plans, WB 
is aiming to make the transfer in 
October. 

Other companies say they're 
watching the WB maneuver with 
great interest, particularly since 
several of them entertain simi- 
lar notions. 20th-Fox prexy, Spy- 
ros P. Skouras, has long main- 
tained that production and sales 
should be closer together. A 20th 
spokesman last week said the move 
eventually may be made, but add- 
ed that it wasn't likely “for another 
two to three years.” 


Wall St. Active 
In 2 Film Cos. 


Wall Street's “affection” for the 
picture business is still showing. 
Film industry shares held firm last 
issues 
of United Artists and 20th-Fox rose 
to new heights. Both these stock 
hit new highs on the week’s last 
trading day—Thursday (29)—and 
went up again to new levels at the 
finish of this week's opening trad- 
ing on Monday (2). 

UA jumped to $23.25 per com- 
mon share, from a year's low of 
$15.25, 20th was up to $31.50, from 
a low of $21.75. 

Impressive to investors, accord- 
ing to Manhattan's financial dis- 
trict sources, are UA's continuing 
climb in both grosses and earnings 
(plus the fact that the upbeat has 
been publicized to an unusually 
heavy extent) and, at 20th-Fox, the 
well-circulated information that 
the company’s real estate and oil 
potentialities alone are almost 
equal in value to the stock's price 
(per-share) on the New York Stock 
Exchange. 
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Patriotic Must, ‘John Paul Jones 
Evades Warners’ Fixed Overhead; 
Bronston-Farrow’s Further Plans 


y’ 
— 


Weak Spanish Juice 
Madrid, May 27. 
The electricity supply in 
Madrid being somewhat un- 
certain, the “John Paul Jones” 
company resorted to a unique 
technique while _ shooting 
scenes at the Royal Palace. 
For rehearsals, director John 
Farrow would use the normal 
electric supply. But when it 
came to. actually shooting 
scenes, the generators parked 
in the yard below’ were 
plugged in. 





Madrid, May 27. 

Having launched his $4,000,000 
“John Paul Jones” here in Spain, 
producer Samuel Bronston says he 
now has $9,000,000 available to 
draw on for future productions. 
Coin, in part, comes out of the 
some $300,000,000 in pesetas which 
industrial concerns from the U.S., 
Britain, France and Germany have 
blocked here. 

Bronston and director John Far- 
row have formed Brofar Produc- 
tions to make films in Spain and 
other parts of Europe. Outfit is 
financed via these industrial 
sources, most of whic! haven't in- 
vested in film production before. 

“John Paul Jones,” which Bron- 
ston has been trying to get pro-| 
duced since 1946, is being directed | 
by Farrow on a 70-day shooting 
sked. Of this, 50 days have been 
set aside for the sea battle se- 
quences which are to be shot off 
the coast of Spain. Picture, which 
will break even at $7,500,000, is be- 
ing distributed by Warner Bros. 
worldwide with the exception of 
Spain and Portugal. There is, how- 
ever, no Warner money in the Pro- 


Fed. Court Orders 
Simon Lazarus 
Divulge Politics 


Question of whether an individ- 














duction : . 
: “ ’ ual can be asked concerning a pos- 
Says Bronston: “I couldn't see| (10° communist association . 
self carrvi V pr Bros. |°" : Meo F Saat 
myself carrying the Warner B |spite his citation of the first 


overhead. I got a group of 
triots to put up the money abroad | 
in the form of an open trust. They | 
believe, as 1 ‘9. that this film mast 
be produced.” 

“John Paul Jones” stars Robert 
Stack in the role of the American | 
naval hero. Also in the cast are | 
Macdonald Carey, Marisa Pavan, 


ya- 
pa !amendment arose Monday (2) in 


N. Y. Federal Court in connection 
with a $7.500,000 antitrust suit in- 
volving the union-slanted film, 
“Salt of the Earth.” It’s believed 
to be the first time that such a 
question has developed in 
course of a civil action proceeding. 
Erin O’Brien, Bette Davis, Charles} Simon Lazarus, whose Independ- 
Coburn and Jean Pierre Aumont, |;ent Productions Corp. and Inde- 
Farrow, who has a percentage of | pendent Distributors Corp. _ is 
the production, wrote the original |charging Columbia Pictures and 
screenplay. | 107 other defendants with conspir- 
Is It Cheaper? }ing to prevent production, distribu- 
Bronston himself isn’t sure that tion and exhibition of ‘Salt,’ pre- 
shooting in Spain is considerably | viously refused to testify as to his 
cheaper than in the States, particu-| Communist associations in a pre- 
larly since generators, lights and/|trial examination. However, he 
other equipment had to be brought | admitted that he had appeared be 
in from Britain. However, there's; fore a hearing of the House Ur- 
no question that there is an ines-| American Activities Committee in 
timable saving on sets. Several | 1953. 
key scenes were shot right in the| Federal Judge William B. Her- 
‘Continued on page 19) jlands held that Lazarus must an 
|swer 95 questions. propounded by) 
|Columbia attorney Myles Lane (of 
Schwartz & Frohlich) including 





Studio Musicians 


ings. The court ruled that in a 


e 
Baptist Sideline: Censor 
Houston, June 3. 

Fred N. Ankenman, city amuse- 
ment censor, has asked for a spe- 
|cial showing of two forthcoming 
|pictures starring Brigitte Bardot. 
'He is also city tax assessor and a 
Baptist lay leader. 
| The censor had received com- 
plaints about the underclad scenes 
in former Bardot films showing 
| here and asked Al Lever, city man- 
|ager of the Interstate Theatre Cir- 
| cuit to arrange for the special pre- 
‘view, 


Bardot Busts Out 
- In Three Releases 


Despite efforts to avoid the over- 
lap, two Brigitte Bardot pictures 
will be competing against one an- 
other on Broadway in July, with a 
{third—“God Created Woman”— 
just switching into subsequent art 
runs. 

“The Night Heaven Fell” now 
has been skedded to bow at the 
Odeon and Fine Arts Theatres July 
2. It’s distributed by Kingsley-In- 
ternational. “Une Parisienne,” a 
Lopert release, goes into the Plaza 
and either the Victoria or the As- 
tor on July 23. 

Both films will be presented in 
dubbed English version in their 
Broadway showcasing and via sub- 
titles un the east side. That’s the 
first time this has been tried and 
is in recognition of the different 
type of crowd that patronizes the 
arties, 

“God Created Woman,” current- 
in its 33rd week atethe Paris 





ly 


the | Theatre, N. Y., comes out July 14] 


and follows the regular release pat- 
tern into the art circuit. Plan 
originally had. been to set a big 
circuit break, but it’s been aban- 
doned in favor of what are hoped 
will be long runs in the arties. 
There are currently a number of 
other Bardot pix on the market, 
notably “The Bride Is Much Too 
3eautiful,” “Mademoiselle Pigalle,” 





etc. 
the horizon is “En Cas de Mal- 
heur” (In* Case of Accident). 
Too Saucy for Texas 
Fort Worth, June 3. 

Brigitte Bardot, not to be seen 
locally in “And God _ Created 
Woman” ‘Kingsley)) per the City 


queries on his Communistic lean- Censor Board, will be on view in | 
“The Bride Is Much, 


another pic 


The next Bardot biggie on| 


the House or Senate, former film 


millionaire. 


allegiance to the United States. 
Repeating his former thesis 


fragrant than anyone else's, and 


Congressional deletion. 


Hits USIA’s ‘11,000 Press Agents’ 


Making his umpteenth appearance before a committee of either 


sounded off last Wed. (28) against the United States Information 
Agency. The USIA has been the chief, but not only, target of 
Castle for several years, and the theme of innumerable luncheon 
club speeches and magazine articles and two books by the “retired” 


Castle told the Senate Subcommittee on Appropriations that 
the USIA’s cost of one billion dollars in 10 years had “failed to 
convince either friend, fencesitter or foe” and he ridiculed its 
“11,000 press agents, 7,100 of whom are foreigners who owe no 


sent all propaganda and that American propaganda is no more 
sent and reject USIA-type feeds from other countries, Castle 


struck at the current attempt to extend civil service status to USIA 
as an excuse to expand the staff and render the jobs immune to 


Washington, June 3. 


producer Eugene W. Castle, again 


that all foreigners naturally re- 


saying that Americans would re- 











Gotham Realtor 


Walter Cohen Baptismal Venture a Biblical Tale 


to Produce Film . 





Plausible Error 
Washington, June 2. 

“God Created Woman,” 
(Kingsley) which is now in its 
30th stanza of solid b.o. at the 
Plaza Theatre, has at least one 
dissatisfied customer. 

A woman, who paid her ad- 
mission, returned in about 10 
minutes to demand her money 
back. “I thought it was a Bib- 
lical picture,” she complained. 








Cineramas Dudley 
Hints Hollywood 
Story’ Future 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Carl Dudley, who has just com- 
pleted “Cinerama South Seas Ad- 
venture,” becomes exec producer 
in charge of Coast operations of the 
company, under deal just closed. 
Creation of new post indicates 
Stanley-Warner anticipates pro- 





| gram expansion which most likely | 


| will result in steadier flow of prod- 
uct to Cinerama installations. 
Setting up production headquar- 
ters in Hollywood will enable Cine- 
rama take advantage of Hollywood 


| 


|civil action “where criminal pen- Too Beautiful” (Ellis) to open here | facilities and creative talent. Stan- 


| alties, censorship or abridgement 
;of speech are not involved, there 
is no testimonial privilege of si- 
lence based upon the first amend- 
ment.” 

Shown in several key cities sev- 
eral years ago, controversial fi! 


Picket Theatres 
In Los Angeles 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Local 47 studio musicians, unem- 
ployed because of current AFM 
strike against the majors, have be- 
gun to take the situation into their 
own hands. Beginning over the 
weekend, a group of tooters threw | 
picket lines around the Pantages | 
and Hollywood Paramount Thea- 
tres for screening films that had 
been ‘scored outside the U.S. 

Windjammers are displaying 
picket signs reading, “These Hol- 
lywood films have been scored by 
foreign scab labor with American 
dollars.” Pantages is showing “Ten 


film 
was lensed in New Mexico and fi- 
nanced by United Mine, Mil! and 
Smelter Workers of America. Her- 
bert Biberman directed from a 
script by Michael Wilson. 





Natalie Wood due for 15-cit) 
in which she appears with Frank 
Sinatra and Tony Curtis. 


North Frederick.” Paramount has | 
“Vertigo.” Local 47 spokesman Qne Time H’wood Actor 
Stated pickets are unauthorized. 


U SWARMS OVER FIELD 





Reno, June 3. 

The metamorphosis 
Hughes—one-time Shakespearean 
and Hollywood actor, long-time 
Universal is using 40 field re-| missionary to Nevada Indians— 
presentatives, the largest number neared full circle last week when 


49 On Read Tooting Three 
New Releases 





in some time, to publicize three , he bade Nevada farewell at the 
pictures scheduled for summer) Reno airport. Hughes was return-| 
releases, according to Charles F.| ing to his native village of Llabalby | 


Simonelli, eastern pub-ad manager. | in Wales, for the first time in 31) 


Exploiteers have been assigned | years. 
to cover 65 key cities to herald| Now impressive and grey-haired 
“Horror of Dracula.” “This Happy | former star has preached to the 
Feeling” and “A Time to Love andj Indians at Nixon, Wadsworth and 
A Time to Die.” | McDermitt (all areas within a two- 


Initial coverage of “A Time to| hour drive of Reno) for the last 14' 
of | 


Love,” which will be launched over | years under the pseudonym 
the July 4th weekend, will be in| Brother David, of the Protestant 
19 key cities with 14 fieldmen/| Episcopal Society of St. John the 
covering. Twenty eight opening! Evangelist. 

| “This Happy Feeling.” which Now 64, Hughes first arrived in 


got under way over the Memorial! New York in 1914 with a group of | 


Day weekend, are being covered! Welsh players. He later made a 
by 16 reps. Ten men are covering| hit with his portrayal of Little 
the 18 openings of “Dracula.” ‘Benjamin in a play, “Joseph and 


Gareth Hughes, Missionary, to W 


of Gareth’! 


Vednesday at the Tth Street 


Theatre. 


Emig’s Coast Col Slot 


Allan.Emig has been set as di- 
rector of recording operations for 
Columbia's Coast office. 

Emig, formerly with Capitol 
Records, ill be responsible to 
Mitch Miller, director of pop a&r, 
for a!l matters pertaining to reper- 


‘ 


toire, and to Vincent Liebler, di- | 


rector of technical operations, on 
vise any technical facility construc- 


tion on the Coast. 


Leaves Nevada Indians— 


He’s Now ‘Brother David’ 


His Brethren,” starring James 
O'Neill, the father of Eugene 
O'Neill. Sir James Barrie picked 
him to play the lead in “Senti- 


mental Tommy” and Vicente Blas- 
co Ibanez named him for the role 
| in “Enemies of Women.” 

| Brother David attributed his de- 
cision to leave the Nevada desert 
to health. “I'm tired and I’m go- 
ing to rest for quite a while.” 

His reason for the long tenure 
with the Indians he calls “love,” 
but he also brought sewing, music, 
dances and clothing to his people 
on the reservations. And, the thing 
he said they loved the most, his 
dramatic acting ability at their 
funerals. 

“My life has been filled with 
tragedies, but I can only remember 
the good things, the happiest years 
of my life, my last years in Ne- 
vada. 

“, «+ and I'm so tired.” 


| 


ley is searching for properties in 
move away from “travelogs” to- 
ward stories. Being considered for 
possible production is “Innocents 
Abroad,” not the Mark Twain 
travel book but an original story 


i 
| 


| deal carries through. Milton Sperl- 
ing is skedded to film a 
story in the Cinerama process. 


DRIVE-IN’S FULL WEEK 
Arlington, Tex., June 3. 
Arlington Drive-In here has 

| started a seven-day week schedule. 








tour tied in‘with “Kings Go Forth,” the technical end. He'll also super-| The ozoner had operated during | 


; the winter on a three-day week 
| basis. 

oom and is currently having a 
| tie-in with the Citizen-Journal 
| whereby users of the paper's classi- 
fied advertising section receive 
free passes to the ozoner. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Connee Boswell 
Frederick Brisson 
Bennett Cerf 
Tony Curtis 

Dick Donner 

Mel Ferrer 

John Gavin 

Bud Getzler 
Bur] Ives 

Herb Klynn 
Philip Krasne 
Howard W. Koch 
Janet Leigh 
Rosetta LeNoire 
Marjorie Lord 
Johnny Mercer 
Tom Moore 
Janet Munro 
Frederick O'Neill 
John Patrick 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Howard Snyder 
Elizabeth Taylor 
Samuel Taylor 
Dimitri Tiomkin 
Oliver Treyz 

Hal B. Wallis 
Hugh Wedlock 








With Reputed $3,500,000 Budget 


which Winston Miller will script if* 


circus | 


James Hall is manager of the | 


—— | 


A New York real estate operator, 
| Walter Cohen, has organized an 
|} independent film production com- 
|} pany bearing his own name. The 
| company’s first project is a Todd- 
| AO version of a film tentatively 
‘ titled, “The Vision and the Desire," 
| an original by Peter Barry. 
| Film, Cohen's first venture into 
|; motion picture production, has a 
| bibilical theme and revolves about 
Moses and Joshua. Cohen re- 
ported‘to have paid $150,000 for 
| the property. The production, said 


IS 


to be budgeted at $3,500,000, is set 
for shooting in Hollywood and 
Mexico. 

Negotiations for stars, director 


and producer are nearing conclu- 
sion, according to Cohen. In addi- 
tion, the real estate man, president 
of the Elias Cohen Foundation, 
sole owner and operator of several 
financial district skyscrapers, is 
discussing distribution deals with 
three of the majors and anticipates 
closing an agreement “within the 
next five weeks.” 

Although this is Cohen's st 
| film venture, he has other show biz 
affiliations. He is one of the n- 
cipal figures behind the new Seven 
Arts Center and is also connected 
| with the upcoming Broadway mu- 


e 
if 


pri 





sical, “My Indian Family,” by 
Pearl Buck and with music and 
lyrics ‘by Sammy Fain and Paul 


Webster. 

N. Y. to Europe 
Frank Bunetta 
Sid Caesar 
Imogene Coca 
Marcel Dube 
Rudolf Friml 
Chris Gampel 
Harry E. Gould 
Peter Hall 
Hedda Hopper 
Hal Janis 
Robert L. Josepk 
Len Kantor 
Richard Lewis 

| Harriet Lorraine 

| Arnold Maxin 
Cliff Norton 
Joanna Roos 
Charles Russell 
Ira Senz 

Jan Sterling 
George Tabori 
June Taylor 

Mel Tolkin 

Ann Todd 

Alfred Wallenstein 
Berenice Weiler 
Arthur Wiesenberger 
Richard Wincor 
Joe Zerga 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Desi Arnaz 
Lucille Ball 
Maurice Chevalier 
Jill Corey 

George F. Foley 
Samuel Goldwyn 
Ray Junkin 
Bernard M. Kamber 
Lloyd Leipzig 
Gordon MacRae 
Rex Marshall 
Dore Schary 
Glenn Wallichs 


Europe to N. Y. 
Samuel Bronston 
Alistair Cooke 
Hal Davis 
Edward L. Kingsley 
Alan Jackson 
Raymond Massey 
Robert Mellin 
Jule Styne 
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EDDIE SILVERMAN--AS OF NOW 





Majors Downbeat the Downbeater 


[50-A-YEAR LIMIT NOT IN SIGHT] 


Rarely has a prominent film industryite’s comments drawn such 
attention as Samuel Goldwyn’s observations anent the entire pro- 
duction colony, somewhere in the future, turning out only 50 pic- 
tures a year. As detailed in Varrety last week, Goldwyn said he 
had more confidence in the future of the business than ever be- 
fore but thinks it will be a business of blockbusters—for the pub- 
lic has ceased to buy anything that’s less than special. 

The rebuttals were quick in coming. At Paramount, it was noted 
that earnings have been going un and up on a consistent program 
of at least 20 pictures a year. This in itself represents two fifths 


of “Goldwyn’s 50.” 
At United Artists, it was said t 


sured for at least the next several years. UA had been putting out 
48 annually but several months back cut down to the 36 with the 


idea of greater stress on quality 
per picture. Gross and earnings 
20th-Fox has been doing fine 


with the big ones like “Peyton Place.” Result is a continuing pro- 
gram of “bulk” along with the “quality.” 
Warners is cutting down but nonetheless promises a year's line- 


up of at 12 to 14. 


Universal is now negotiating with a number of independents— 
looking ahead to a strong (at least numerically) sked. 
Joseph R. Vogel, president of Loew's, went on record as saying 


the future of the trade lies in th 


downbeat in numbers. Company has put 13 new pictures before the 


camera so far this year, as comp 


by this time in 1957, and the current ones include the multi-mil- 


lion-dollar “Ben Hur.” 
These are the facts which are 
wyn's appraisal. Also stressed, in 


being done by many inexpensive pictures in the “Frankenstein” 

vein, Allied Artists’ “Macabre” and Columbia rock-n- rollers. 
Goldwyn has a reputation of being an accurate prognosticator. 

But this time many in the industry insist his crystal ball is clouded. 


po 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Holiday Week Helps Biz; ‘Acre’ New Champion, Siverman mate his 


‘Vertigo’ 2d, ‘Pacific’ 3d, ‘ 


? 


Boxoffice takings picked up| 
considerably in the current round, 
being helped by long Memorial 
Day weekend and unleashing of 
some new, stronger films. And ex- 
hibitors in many key cities covered 
by Varrety had to contend with} 
ideal spring weather which took 
millions outdoors and away from 
the cinemas. 

New champ at the wickets is 
“God's Little Acre” (UA), which is 
mostly sock to great in some 17 
keys. Pic is running ahead of 
“Witness For Prosecution” and 
“Vera Cruz,” two other big United 
Artists grossers, in numerous lo- 
calities. “Vertigo” (Par). just ot 
this week, {is capturing second 
position, not far behind the No. 1 
pic 

“South Pacific” (20th), 
was champ for three weeks run- 
ning. is taking third spot. “10 
North Frederick,” from same com- 
pany, is winding up fourth, It was 
second last session. 

“Bridge on River Kwai" (Col), 
fourth a week ago, is finishing 
fifth. “Around World in 80 Days” 
(UA) again is landing sixth money, 
same as last round. 

“Horrer of Dracula” (U). in re- 
lease this stanza for first time to 
any extent, is covping seventh 
place. “Search For Paradise” (Cin- 
erama) will be eighth. “Sheen- 
man” (M-G), which has been slug- 
gish in most nvleces. previously 
is showing enough to wind up 
ninth. 

“No Time For Sergeants” (WB) 
was bie on opening session at the 
N.Y. Music Hall. “High School 
Confidential” (M-G) looms fine in 
Initial week at the N.V. Stote 
where fine bally and original ex- 
ploitation helved put ft across. 

“Haunted Strangler” (M-G), 
slow in Balto, is rated good in Chi 
and okav in Detroit. “From Hell 
To Texas” (20th) looks sluggish on 
two initial dates. 

“St. Louis Blues” (Par) shaves 
so-so in Toronto. “Teacher's Pet,” 
from same company, is rated big in 
Omaha and stout in L.A. “Mari- 
orie Morningstar” (WB) looms fair 
in Chi and L.A. 

“Windjammer” (NT) still ts 
smash on extended-runs in N.Y. 
and L.A. “Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) shapes great 
in L.A. and good in Cleveland. 


“Long, Hot Summer” (20th), 
okav in Toronto, looms offish in 
Buffalo. “Paris Holiday” (UA), 


high on list previously, looks good | 


to great currently. 
(Complete Roroffice Reports on 
(Pages 8-9-10) 





} 
which 


CLOOMY PROPHET 
CTARTED PLENTY 


By HY HOLLINGER 


A few days short of six months 
ago—on Dec. 10, 1957 to be exact— 
Edwin Silverman, president of Es- 
saness Theatres Corp. in Chicago, 
summoned the press to his office 
and voiced the prediction that “al! 
major Hollywood studios engaged 
in production of motion pictures 
for theatres, with the possible ex- 
ception of one, will close within 
via upped production investment the next six months.” 
up. Silverman's dire outlook was 
with its modest budgeters along | picked up by the wire services and 
received a big play in newspapers 
throughout the country. The re- 
sult was a wave of censternation 
from Hollywood to Wall Street. It 
touched off one of the gloomiest 
periods in the history of film busi- 
ness. Publications of all kind— 
newspapers, magazines and finan- 
cial tip sheets—followed with arti- 
cles, all propounding the theme 
that the film industry was on its 
last legs. 

Actually only one studio, Univer- 
sal, shut-down production and that 
only temporarily. U had a backlog 
lof 32 pictures. It goes back into 
|action in July with a schedule call- 
ling for the making of bigger pic- 
| tures, in association with indies as 
| well as by itself. 

RKO and Republic, of course, 
are completely out of action, but 
|their position was the same when 
statement. 
Loew's, which was facing a serious 
proxy fight, weathered the storm 
and appears to be on the recovery 
road. 


hat a schedule of 36 a year is as- 


e epics but here again there’s no 


ared with the 11 that had rolled 


presented in the face of Gold- 
the rebuttals, is the tall business 











Frederick’ 4th, ‘Kwai’ 5th 





DOCUMENTARY ON CONGRESS Fewer Pictures 
There were rumors about possi- 


Motion Picture Assn. May Make ble shutdowns, but none material- 
Film As Courtesy fized. True, production totals are 
down. An indication of the decline 
Washington, June 3, (im production activity can he 
A documentary film outlining | 8!eaned from VarreTy’s weekly 
Congressional procedures and his- film production chart. Since the 
tory, may become an extra added | first of the year, a total of 93 films 
attraction for Capitol Hill tourists. | have been started as compared 
MPAA has informally offered to | with 125 for the same period of 
make such a film as a public serv- , 1957. 
ice, to be used for indoctrination| The greatest decrease has been 
and background for the estimated @mong the independents which so 
250,000 visitors who annually come |far this year have started 41 pic- 
to see the lawmakers in action. 
Such pix, shown on a regular | 
; schedule, are amongst most popu- | 
lar attractions at United Nations | 
and Colonial Williamsburg. 
| Interest in a motion picture about 
Congress has been sparked by near- 
}completion of the $22,000,000 new | 
| Senate Office Building. Latter will | 
contain a modern, fully equipped, | 
400-seat theatre, which wili dou-| 
ble as a hearing room for Senate “ : 
committees. Filling a long-needed | oe — hole 
void in the Capitol, the theatre is | sale selloff t vid aanaie coon 
|to be equipped with the latest in | . anh pes — 
| : 3 | of product of past 10 years 
projection equipment, such new | " ; 7 
Sick goneedied oo Ghamenme ait would still spell death for thea- 
i ae de ie > ae pe, i-| tres in myriad numbers, 
s etc. Amongst other uses, | Now guardedly optimistic 


| solons will undoubtedly welcome a | about outlook, Silverman feels 
his warning justified itself, 


|suitable place in which to screen | 
some of the tv shows they make for| - never mind about the studios 
not closing, as he predicted. 


home consumption, as well as such | 
oe EE EEE Sie + A 
LL A TS LL TT ARH 


historic films as the Inaugural doc- 
| umentaries. | 

| There is also a new House Of- tures compared with 56 a year ago. 
| fice Building going up, though’ not | At this time in 1957, 20th-Fox had 
|so near completion as that of the | 16 films to its credit as compared 
|upper house. This, too, will have with only nine today. Universal 


| its own theatre, in which the indus- | has only started four pictures this 


|try film would be shown. Whether | year. In 1957, it was down for 15 
| there will be a single pic, showing |for the comparable period. Allied 
| work of both houses of Congress, | Artists has maintained its former 
or a separate one for each division, | Pace with eight starts for this stan- 


has not been discussed. 


Frisco’s 2d AO Theatre 











‘I Scared "Em Good’ 


| Chicago, June 3. 
Queried by Varrety here, 
| showman Eddie’ Silverman 
takes credit for “scaring” the 
industry out of its drift over 
the falls of post-1948 selloff. 
Latter hazard, despite United 
Artists breaking loose, has 


four pictures ahead this year, hav- 
ing started 13 in 1958 as compared 
with nine in 1957. Warner Bros. 
San Francisco, June 3. | as started six this year as against 
Frisco will have two theatres op-| ine in 1957. Walt Disney has 
erating Todd-AO setups July 1, | doubled his production, having 
when “South Pacific” opens at. the started two this year as against one 
neighborhood Alexandria. ;@ year ago. 
Other Todd-AO house is the Cor- | Shook Up 
onet, also a neighborhood only a| Although the industry did not 
dozen blocks trom the Alexandria. Teact as predicted in Silverman's 
Coronet now has “80 Days” in crystal ball, it nevertheless experi- 
its 75th week and it’s understood | enced a considerable “shaking up” 
UA has a four-walls deal with the during the sixmonth period. Exact 
Coronets’ owner, United California, | figures are not available, but it's 
and did not want to pull out “80 estimated that there has been a 
Days.” |30% to 40% decrease in the num- 
Alexandria is also a United Cal ber of employees working for the 











house. “South Pacific’ opening major film companies. 
night will be a Boys Town of Italy| In addition to the lopoff of staff- 
benefit. (Continued on page 16) 











For Important 





Dig at UA Selloff 


In an action, apparently 
aimed at United Artists for 
unloading a group of post-1948 
pictures to television, the 
board of directors of Allied 
States Assn. told its members 
“to favor people who favor 
us.” 

In effect, Allied units were 
urged to give preference to 
those companies which have 
not made post-’48 pix avail- 
able to tv. No one connected 
with Allied dares hint that the 
action constitutes a boycott 
against UA. It’s aim, it's 
stressed, is merely to support 
all producers who withhold pix 
from tv. 


$35,300,000 To Buy 
In Par Shares 


In the eight years since the com- 
pany was reorganized via the di- 
vorcement route, Paramount 
bought in 1,464,000 shares of its 
own common stock on the open 
market at a cost of $35,300,000 plus 
$2,000,000 in interest, Barney Bal- 
aban, president, informed stock- 
holders at a New York meeting 
yesterday (Tues.). 

This represents the greatest cap- | 
italization shrinkage program in 
the modern history of the picture 
business. 

It was with this fiscal approach 
that Par safeguarded its annual 
dividend rate of $2 per share on | 
all outstanding shares. Company 
now has about 1,839,000 shares out, 
compared the 3,303,000 listed eight 
years ago. 

There was “understandable con- 
cern” about whether the divvy 
payoff rate could be maintained, 
noted Balaban, because of the de. | 
mands placed on the cash position. 
These included the “normal vicis- 
situdes” of a film outfit, the need 
to carry a strong inventory, invest- 
ment in preparatory work on pro- 
duction, the lapse of time between 
production investment and _ the 
money return as pictures play off, | 
etc. 

However, the $2 rate was de- 
cided upon—and it was an “ambi- 
tious undertaking’—and at the 
same time the policy was adopt- 
ed of reducing the outstanding 
| shares from time to time. It’s a 
matter of simple arithmetic, said 
the chief exec, that earnings would 
have been insufficient to continue 
the $2 annual melon had there not 
been the stock acquisitions. 

Balaban reported the net cost to 
the company for buying in the 
shares was $12.18 per share, this 
being computed on the basis of 
| monies saved by the stock acquisi- | 
|tions, which amounted to $12.41) 
| per share to the remaining shares | 
outstanding. 

Paramount has made many diver- | 
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Sponsored Newsreels Prosper As 
Puerto Ricans Dangle Tax Bait 


American Features 


By ROBERT REINHART 


San Juan, June 3. 

Unlike Stateside practice, news- 
reels are “sponsored” in theatres 
here. Two local firms are filming 
news and both have shown a sub- 
stantial growth since they were 
founded. Companies are Viguie 
Film Productions Inc. and Cine 
Productions Inc. 

Viguie was founded in 1950 and 
has had government (Fomento) 
help. It makes newsreels, docu- 
mentaries, tv spois and animation 
spots. It services 100 island the- 
atres in Puerto Rico, Vieques and 
the Virgin Islands with newsreels 
and 21 in the United States in 
New York City, Philadelphia and 
Chicago. 

Studio employs about 50 people, 
nearly all of whom were trained 
here. Disney man was imported 
to train the animation division. 
According to Salvador Tio, who 
did a five-year hitch as a Fo- 
mento public relations man, and 
is one of the three principal offi- 
cers of the firm, company's re- 
sources are presently about $400,- 
000. Company started in business 
eight years ago with one camera. 
It now grosses about $400,000 an- 
nually. Film was formerly proc- 
essed in the States, but all work 
is now done in Puerto Rico. 

Company’s plant is a sizable one: 
story former factory building 
which houses in addition to its 
offices sound and film processing 
departments and an animation and 
title division. 

‘Tax Come-on 

It also has available office space 
for visiting producers who can 
make use of Viguie facilities. These 
include a developing and quality 
control printing room (Bell & 
Howell printers and De Pue re- 
ducers}, projection rooms a 50x50 
studio where the Commonwealth 
Governor Luis Munoz Marin makes 
occasional speeches for film dis- 
tribution. 

While the Governor has the final 


(Continued on page 14) 





Mexican ‘Adam and Eve’ 
Film Reverent But Legion 
Grimaces at The Seil 


National Legion of Decency has 
put the Mexican “Adam and Fv” 
into a separate category. It said 
the picture presented the Boox of 
Genesis “reverently and religious- 
ly” in order to teach and inspire, 
but that the sensational exploita- 
tion in the advertising tended to 
“negate the spiritual motivation of 
the film maker.” Viewing conse-. 
quently was restricted to a special 
audience, the Legion held. 

“Adam and Eve” is distributed 
by William Horne in the States. It 
features only two characters and 
has numerous nude scenes. Picture 
first came to attention at the 1955 
international film festival in Berlin, 

Explaining its separate classifica- 
tion, the Legion said it was given 
to “certain films which, while not 
morally offensive, require some 
analysis and explanation as a pro- 





za of both '57 and ’58. Metre is'! 


sified investmegts over the past | tection to the uninformed against 
years. Purchase of its own stock| wrong interpretations and false 
| was the best one, according to Bal-| conclusions.” 

, aban. 


| ‘Left Handed Gun’ Bonds 
| Hope Charity Nets 36 Theacre managers’ contest, offer- 


| ing nine awards of $100 savings 
San Antonio, June 3. | bonds for the best ad-pub cam- 
Guadalupe Community Center is; Paigns, is part of the saturation 
expected to get $3,000 from the opening of Warner Bros.’ “The Left 
recent Bob Hope benefit pertorm- Handed Gun” which kicks off today 
ance at the Majestic Theatre. ‘Wed.) in the Kansas City, Okla- 
Jack Chalman, publicity direc-|homa City and Dallas areas. Some 
tor for the Interstate Theatre cir-|450 playdates for the film are in- 
cuit here, said that the net pro- | volved. 
ceeds would run close to:that| Under the contest rules, a bond 
amount, although exact figures|will go to each of three winning 
won't be available until a few)|theatre managers in each of the 
straggling ticket salesman report. | branch territories involved. Cam- 
The show was co-sponsored by paign scrapbooks will be forwarded 
Interstate Theatres and the San /|by participating managers to W. W. 
Antonio Express and Evening) Brumberg, WB director of field 
| News. . activities. 
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6 FILM REVIEWS 
The Law and Jake Wade abe Bravados His perspective in depth is espe-| The Lone Ranger and Bullwhip 
(COLOR; C’SCOPE) LOR; OBCOPE) Sends and iis color week ips | the Lest City of Gold (COLOR; C’SCOPE) 
—— and his color — ° ~ (COLOR) 
pursuit scenes IS especially Vital in x 
Tepnotch suspense western End weakens otherwise potent gecating’ vetietion bak dehea Guy Madison and Rhonda 


pursued to a relentless con- 
clusion. Highlight perform- 
ances and direction for strong 
b.o. 


Metro release of a William Hawks Pro- 


western of pursuit and revenge 
bitterly sought, savagely ex- 





@uction. Stars Robert Taylor and Richard 
Widmark; costars Patricia Owens; fea- | 
tures Robert Middleton, Henry Silva, De 
Forest Kelley, Burt Douglas, Eddie Fire- 
stone. Directed by John Sturges; screen- | 
lay, William Bowers; from a novel by | 
arvin H. Albert; camera, Robert Sur- | 
Previewed 








tees; editor, Ferris Webster. : 

in Hollywood, May 28, 58. Running time, 

88 MINS. 

dake Wade .....cccecce-:: Robert Taylor | 
‘lint Hollister ....... Richard Widmark | 
egey .... . Patricia Owens | 
rtero .... . Robert Middleton } 

Kenic an .. Henry Silva 
OMIT ...ccccscoectoes De Forest Kelley 
feutenamt ..cccccccecses: Burt Douglas 
SS er Eddie Firestone 
A high, wide and handsome 

western, “The Law and Jake 

Wade,” has the elements to make 


it an unusually profitable presenta- 
ion. Robert Taylor and Richard 
idmark head the cast, with Pa- 
tricia Owens costarred, and trio 
turn in crisp, exciting perform-| 
ances under Jobn Sturges’ direc- 
ion, William Hawks’ production, 
Imed in Metrocolor and Cinema- 
cope, features spectacular back-| 
se in the High Sierras and | 
eath Valley, well worth the time 
and effort 
Taylor and Widmark are ex- 
partners in crime who met again’ 
fter the passage of some years. | 
fasior is now the marshal of a! 
own near where Widmark has 
en jailed, but he turns Widmark | 
oose in return of a favor his.former 
ssociate once did him, Widmark | 
oes not let it end so easily, how- | 


2 him—at gunpoint—to search | 
out some swag that Taylor buried 
when he decided to end his career | 
as an outlaw. 

They begin their trek after Wid-| 

ark’s gang, Robert Middleton, | 
Henry Silva, De Forest Kelly and) 
paste Firestone, kidnap Taylor's | 
fiancee, Miss Owens. The trail) 
starts against the — back- | 

ound of the chilly Sierras and | 
nds in a ghost town in the desert.) 

e story leads inevitably to the | 

nal conflict between Taylor and) 

idmark and is resolved when the 
atter is killed. 

This is simple and straightfor- 
ward plotting by William Bowers 
in his screenplay from Marvin H. | 
Albert's novel. But there is so 
much interest in the diverse char- 
tse and the dialog so good in 





tself, rich with irony and _ sar- 
onic humor, that the individual 
scenes carry for their own value as 
well as sustaining the forward mo- | 
jon of the plotting and helping 
uild suspense. ; 
Taylor's role is relative simple, 
one, he has made his decision: for 
the law, and the complexities by 
which he must decorate his char- 
acter are those of plot, that is 
how and where he will ambush 
Widmark. Widmark is the more 
interesting of the two men, he is 
thoroughly amoral, but such an 
engaging villain that when he is 
nally shot you are sorry to see 
im go. Despite the greater diver- 
sity of his characterization, the 
two actors balance nicely and the 
ontest never seems unequal. Miss 
Swens, as the sole woman in the 
cast, has a role that must be kept 
to a minimum for believability, | 
still she makes her presence gently 
and effectively felt. The members 
of Widmark’s gang, Middleton,| 
filva, Kelley and Firestone, each | 
reate individual characters and 
turges uses them skilfully. Burt, 
uglas, in a brief scene, gives a 
good account of himself. | 
Robert Surtees’ photography is 
an ally of the director and the | 
writer in providing interest for) 
the eye during transitional pass- 
ages and in heightenimg the drama 
during the crucial ones. Art direc-| 
ers William A. Horning andj 
Prciel B. Cathcart, with set decor- 
ators Henry Grace and Otto 
= ge have done an outstanding | 
0 


b, notably in their creation of | 
an eerie and poetic ghost town. | 
Walter Plunkett's costumes de-| 
serve a mention, particularly in, 
his single wardrobe for Miss 
Owens’ whose disintegrating and’ 
adylike hat is a symbol of the} 
fad herself. Ferris Webster's edit- 
ng helps set and maintain the 
tory’s tempo and Dr. Wesley C.) 
iller’s sound, memorable on a 
popular level for the sinister | 
sound of the Indian arrows and | 
spears, is overall excellent. | 
One factor of “The Law and| 
ake Wade” is that the musical 


ary. It has been chosen appropri- 
ately for mood and pace, but there 


this. The spectator has become. ac- 
customed to distinctive . th 
and orchestration and the picture 


suffers to a degree because Of} co 
music that is adequate but nothing) fijters, also shows that his com-| inf 
positions are surpassed by no one. 


more, ; Powe. 


tracted, Strong b.o, 
---— 
Hollywood, May 30. 
20th-Fox release of a Herbert B. Swope 
Jr. production, Stars Gregory Peck; 
costars Joan Collins, Stephen Boyd, 


| Albert Salmi; features Henry Silva, Kath- 


leen Gallant, Barry Coe, Lee Van Cleef, 
George Voskovec, Herbert Rudley, An- 
drew Duggan, Ken Scott, Gene Evans and 
Los Ninos Cantores De Morelia. Directed 
by Henry Kihg. Screenplay by Philip 
Yordan; adaptation by John O'Hara: 


| based on the novel by Frank O'Rourke; 


camera, Leon Shamroy; music, Lionel 
Newman; editor, William Mace. Previewed 







in Hollywood, May 29, ‘58. Running time, 
99 MINS. 

Sita WOURINS «.ccccccccces Gregory Peck 
Josefa Velarde .....+..+-- Joan Collins 
Bill Zachary .... ... Stephen Boyd 
Ed Taylor .. . Albert Salmi 
Lujan .... ... Henry Silva 
Emma .... . Kathleen Gallant 
Tom oe Barry Coe 


Gus Steinmetz j George Voskovec 


| Sheriff Eloy  eeesepponiing 5." Rudley 


Lee Van Cleef 


Alfonso Parra ° 
. Andrew Duggan 










Pare o.cccccce 

PFiIMO 2... cecccceceseeceses: Ken Scott 
Butler cccoccccccccsccecces Gene Evans 
QUINN ooccccccsccccccscoces Jack Mather 
Simms .... . ccccccocccscssecs Joe De Rita 
Tony Mirabel . -... Robert Adler 
Nichols .....+. Jason Wingreen 
Banker Loomis . Robert Griffin 
Mrs. Parral ...ccccccccees. Ada Carrasco 
Pepe Martinez ...........-- Juan Garcia | 
Mrs. Barnes ...... e+s+. Jacqueline Evans 


Angela Lujan Alicia del Lago 
Ninos Cantores De Morelia Choral Group 





A hard and ruthless account of a 
revenge-maddened man’s track- 
down of the outlaws he believes 
raped and killed his wife, “The 


Bravados” is a western of sweeping | 


vistas and men who held the law in 
the same hands as their six-shoot- 
ers. 
what debatable explanation of 
local padre, tends to weaken the 
impact of the picture. Also, a ro- 
mantic plot thread involving Peck 
and Joan Collins, never seems real 
or even necessary to the story. It 
is a drag. The characters of the out- 
laws should have been more indi- 
vidual and separate. Their deaths 
do not have the importance they 
should because they have not be- 
come people. The dialog is not par- 
ticularly novel, tending towards 
cliches. 


The 20th-Fox production in glow- | 


1 
Scope, 
Swope 
King, presents Peck in one of his 
best performances and the whole 
package should make for brisk 


ng DeLuxe Color and Cinema- 


| business. 
Philip Yordan’s screenplay opens | 


in a town of unspecified geography, 
although its nationality is Spanish- 
American. Four men are in town 
waiting to be hanged and the town 
is anticipating the event with un- 
leasant zeal. The quartet, ~— 
oyd, Albert Salmi, Henry Silva 
and Lee Van Cleef, is freed by a 
confederate posing as the imported 
hangman and the chase begins. 
The townspeople want the men for 
holding up their bank and killing 
2 man in the process. Gregory 
Peck, who wanders into town as a 
Mysterious Stranger, heads the 
posse and becomes its driving 
spirit. He wants to kill each man 
personally because of what was 
done to his wife. 

The pursuit leads over the pre- 
cipitous mountains and gorges (‘pho- 


| tographed in remote areas of the! 


Mexican states of Michiocan and 
Jalisco) as Peck singles out and 
kills Boyd, Salmi and Van Cleef. 
He is about to finish off Silva when 
he learns the truth; it was a trusted 
neighbor who actually raped and 
killed his wife, not the outlaws. 
Peck’s private lynch law has not 
only been wrong legally, it has 
been completely unjustified mur- 
der. This is a powerful moment and 
Peck gives it great value. There 
has been a “happy ending” given to 
the story, with Peck returning to 
the town where the hanging was to 
have taken place and his acclaim 
there by its citizens. 

Despite story handicaps, King 
has organized and propelled his 
drama so effectively that the action 
is fast and breathless enough to 
minimize these deficiencies. Peck’s 
performance is taciturn but com- 
pelling; you know what he is think- 
ing, and his climactic scene is a 
powerful one. Miss Collins is sabo- 
taged by a role that apparently was 
inserted only to supply “romantic 
interest,” but she is believable and 
interesting. Boyd, Salmi and Van 
Cleef are forceful and malignant. 
Henry Silv 
to now has been only as a juvenile 
ere. performs an outstanding job 

a 
bilit 


Voskovec, Andrew Duggan, Ken 


] , | Scott, Gene Evans, Joe De Rita and 
is no doubt that it is imadequate Alicia del Lago. The famed Mexi- 
for a major production such as| can boys choir, Los Cantores de 
gly employed | 


| Morelia, are interestin 


themes | in a church sequence. 


The ending, including a aa} 


reduced by Herbert B. | 
r. and directed by Henry | 


Lionel! Newman’s score is, sparing 
but rich ‘(recorded abroad). The 
Mexican town chosen by art direc- 
tors Lyle R. Wheeler and Mark- 
Lee Scott, with set decoration by 
| Walter M. Scott and Chester 
Bayhi, and particularly the import- 
j}ant church interior, is striking. 
Editing by William Mace keeps the 
determinedly contrasting color 
moods of the photographer from 
seeming abrupt, and also helps give 
the picture its pace, while sound 
by Bernard Freericks and Warren 
B. Delaplain is proficient. Powe. 


Rock-a-Bye Baby 
(VISTAVISION-COLOR-SONGS) 








Fun and schmaltz with Jerry 
Lewis as star and producer. 
Reliable boxoffice in mest 
Lewis situations. 


duction. Stars Lewis, Marilyn Maxwell, 
Connie Stevens; features Baccaloni, Regi- 
nald Gardiner. Directed by Frank Tash- 
lin. Screenplay, Tashlin, from his own 


story; camera. Haskell Boggs: editor, Alma | 


Macrorie: music, Walter Scharf; songs, 
Sammy Cahn and Harry Warren. Pre- 
viewed at Loew’s 72d Street Theatre, 


N.Y. Running time, 95 Ml 
Clayton Poole . 


NS. 
ith .. Jerry Lewis 
. Marilyn Maxwell 


aria fiaples ........ 

Sandy Naples ....... Connie Stevens 
Salvatore Naples......Salvatore Baccaloni 
Henry Herman ....... Reginald Gardiner 
Mr. Wright .... Hans Conried 


Ida Moore 
Gary Lewis 


Bessie Polk 
Young Clayton 
Young Carla 
Mrs. Van Cleve 
Judge Jenkins . 





Isobel Elsom 
. Alex Geary 





The record is not likely to be 
| marre¢ with “Rock-A-Bye-Baby”— 


ver, and insists Taylor accomp-| Gregory Peck’s motives by the the record being the consistent “A” | 


boxoffice returns chalked up by the 
Jerry Lewis pictures (including 
Lewis as a single). This new outing 
combines the familiar zanyisms 
with lots of schmaltz centering on 
babies (three of them are left on 
the comic's doorstep). Include, too, 
some okay tunes by Sammy Cahn 
} and Harry Warren and the visuals 
of Technicolor and VistaVision and 
| the total looks agreeable at most 
anyone's boxoffice 

There's fun here, but at least one 

|observer wonders about how long 
{the Lewis-type picture can go on 
without the introduction of some 
originality in the humor depart- 
| ment. Perhaps forever, on the basis 
of the public receptivity right 
along. 

It's to be stressed that prediction 
of the commercial outcome is based 
on the past. This new one measures 
up to the average of its predeces- 
sors. It’s Jerry Lewis the clown 

; and the awkward softie. And done 
in the well-known fashion; fresher 
material would have been wel- 
come. 

“Baby” has to do with a hotcha 
film star, Marilyn Maxwell, who 
wants to keep secret the arrival of 
her triplets because this kind of 
situation doesn't go hand in hand 

| with being a glamor puss. So she 
|}and her agent ‘a Mexican bull- 


| fighter is the husband) leave them | 


| with Lewis. 
| Complications ensue, of course. 

Her fathér is Salvatore Baccaloni, 
| the former Met Opera basso, whose 
character name in the picture is 
Salvatore Naples, he’s of fiery Italo 
stock and regards Lewis as a numb- 
skull. Papa's other daughter is Con- 
| nie Stevens, a cutie who has a yen 
| for Lewis and undertakes to help 
{him bring up the chilaren. And 
| then it becomes known that Miss 
| Maxwell is the mother and Bac- 
|caloni the grandfather (and very 
| proud of it). But because Lewis is a 
| bachelor the court orders that the 
| children be placed in the care of a 
| wealthy matron, Isobel Elsom. 
| Lewis hides out with his trio of 
| youngsters until Miss Maxwell 

turns up to take them over. Lewis 
| marries Miss Stevens, They have 
| quintuplets, 
| For a little background, Lewis 
| brought in a couple members of his 
| own family to appear in the pic- 
| ture. His father, Danny, and his 

son, Gary, have small parts and do 
well enough. 

_ “Baby” is a series of situations, 
| rather than substantial story, and 
| the focus is on Lewis for the most 
| part. He’s as ever the funny fellow 
| and gets the comedy across. Bacca- 
| Joni at times goes overboard in 
| being the outraged Papa Naples. 


a, whose short career up | The Misses Stevens and Maxwell 


work well and look nifty and others 
jin the cast can’t be complained 


would seem to open the possi- about. 
bility that he is of potentially lead- 
=e 4 sical ing man calibre in romantic roles. 

ckground is “canned,” this is| Others who stand out include Kath- 
¢rawn from Metro’s musical libr- Jeen Gallant, Barry Coe, George | shots of th 


_ Music is an important asset, par- 

ticularly the song interludes. Cam- 
era work (there are some clever 
e babies that stand out) 
{is good, editing sufficiently tight 
|and other technical credits com- 
petent. Gene. 





Fabian Enterprises has reported 
purchase of 45,300 shares of Stan- 


Leon Shamroy, who is up to|ley-Warner stock to Securities Ex- 
me more of his tricks with color | chan 


ge Commission, according to 
ormation received in Washing- 
ton. past week. 


Paramount release of Jerry Lewis pro- | 


Judy Franklin | 


Hearty full-length tale of the 
masked rider from Detroit and 
Tonto. Kiddies should keep 
b.o. high. 


Hollywood, May 26. 
United Artists release of a Jack 
Wrather production. Stars Clayton Moore, 


Jay Silverheels. Produced by Sherman 
A. Harris. Directed by Lesley Selander 
Screenplay, Robert Schaefer and Eric 
Freiwald, based on the Lone Ranger 
legend; camera (Eastmancolor), Kenneth 
| Peach; music, Les Baxter: editor, Robert 


S. Golden. Previewed in Holl! 
| 26, ‘58. Running time, 80 MINS 
The Lone Ranger . Clayton Moore 
Tonio x sib aiat eta Jay Silverheeis 
Ross Brady .. Douglas Kennedy 
Oscar Matthison ...-. Charles Watts 
Frances Henderson ........ Noreen Nash 
Lisa Montell 
Ralph Moody 


ywood May 


Paviva 
Padre Vicente Esteban . 


Dr. James Rolfe ..Norman Frederic 
SD, -his-2 694-08 001s eS me John Miljan 
OS” rare Maurice Jara 
MTN wc 606 as cecevueeesne Bill Henry 
DEE ces teneieatuseeus Lane Bradford 
Caulama ....... . Belle Mitchell 





Out of the Arizona hills comes 
| the hearty cry of “Hi Yo Silver,” 





|} and away we go into a full-screened, | 
| full-colored blowup of what well | 


may be the most sacred of a!l cow- 


|boy heroes. This is the Lone 
|Ranger’s 25th anniversary, that 
| trail rider from Detroit, and the 


| Jack Wrather production of “The 
Lone Ranger and the Lost City of 
| Gold” is invitation enough to pro- 
| mote a profitable kiddie party at 
the boxoffice. 
The United Artists release, pro- 
duced for Wrather by Sherman A. 
| Harrie, is a respectable piece of 


|} work with enough adventure to 
keep the moppeis from moping. 
| With the masked stranger and 


Tonto constant tv companions in 
recent years, the feature version 
| additionally benefits from fine 
Eastman Color lensing. 

Story, penned by Robert Schaefer 
and Eric Freiwald, telis of a group 


| of hooded riders whe have been! 


Indians, -just 


| murdering friendly 
medallions 


to take ragged-edged 


from them. It seems these pieces, | 


| when piaced together, reveal the 
| whereabouts of the lost city of gold. 
|The Lone Ranger and Tonto ride 


into the case, tying up loose ends | 


| and discovering the connection be- 
tween the dead men is that each 
wears one of the trinkets. 
save a few lives, become involved 
|in a rousing chase or two, then a 
|} hot gun battle, ard eventually re- 
| cover the stolen medallions. Find- 
|}ing the golden city, a glittering 
| promise of riches for the Indians, 

Kemosabe and his Indian friend 
| ride back into the Arizona hills. 
| Clayton Moore, as the Lone 
| Ranger, and Jay Siiverheels, as 
| Tonto, are just the way LR fans 
; want them—honest, strong 
| courageous. They're helped, too, 
| by sturdy work from Silver and 
Scout, two fair hunks of horse 
|flesh. Good performances are 
| turned in by Douglas Kennedy, 
| Charles Waits, Noreen Nash, Ralph 
| Moody, Norman Frederic and an 

especially charming femme, Lisa 
| Montell. 

The Schaefer-Freiwald _ script, 
bolstered by bows and arrows and 
}even a dash of subplotted preju- 
| dice, is in keeping with the legend, 
|and director Lesley Selander has 
done a fine job of keeping the 
| story exciting and in tune. Ken- 
neth Peach's photography beauti- 
| fully catches the dry Tucson area, 
| With assists 
|Robert S. Golden, 
| James D. Vance 


and soundman 


| Philip Mitchell. Music by Les Bax- | 


} ter, with a main titles song, “Hi Yo 
| Silver,” by Baxter and Lenny 
| Adelson, keeps action at a high 
| pitch. Ron, 
| ———— 
Fe Beau Serge 
(The Handsome Serge) 
(FRENCH) 
Cannes, May 27. 
AJYM_ release and production. With 
Gerard Blain, Jean-Claude Brialy, Michele 
Meritz, Bernadette Lafont, Edmond Beau- 
champ. Written and directed by. Claude 
Chabrol. Camera, Henri Decae; editor, 
Jacques Gaillard. At Cennes Film Fest. 
Running time, 97 MINS. 
Se . Gerard Blain 


Jean-Claude Brialy 
Bernadette Lafont 

Michel Meritz 
Edmond Beauchamp 








An important new French direc- 
tor, Claude Chabrol, is unveiled 
in this pic. Chabrol used his own 


tirely on location in his old home 
town. Brought in for $150,000, this 
bodes interest and biz for French 
situations but carries question 
mark for States. 

Recovering from an illness a 
young man goes back to his home 
town. Here he finds an old friend 
has becomes a hopeless alcoholic. 
He at first blames it on his wife 
but then finds that the boy’s dis- 
orientation comes from a stillborn, 
idiotic first child and the general 
provincialism and lack of moral or 
spiritual strength in the small, in- 
bred town. 

Technically excellent, director 
Chabrol should be heard from. 

Mosk, 





They | 


coming from editor | 
are director | 


money and made this feature en-| 


Fleming in lavish outdoor ro- 
mantic comedy-drama. Good 
returns in action market. 





Hollywood, May 30. 
release of a Helen Ains- 
on. Stars Guy Madison and 
Fleming. Executive producer, 
F. Broidy. Director, Harmon 
screenplay, Adele Buffington; 
music, Leith Stevens; camera, John J. 
page wos yng A Brooks. Previewed 
in Hollywood, Ma » "58. 

is oy y 58. Running time, 





| Allied Artists 
| worth producti 
Rhonda 
| William 
Jones; 


cs Guy Madison 
CHEYENNE «2... eeeees Rhonda Fieming 
Karp James Griffith 
Jude - Don Beddcoe 
| Parnell -» Peter Adams 
Podo “ae - Dan Sheridan 
Be ee Burt Nelson 





Lem . Al Terr 
Tim Graham 
Hank Worden 
+++. Wayne Mallory 
... Barbara Woodels 
Rush Williams 





Hotel Keeper Don Shelton 


Sheriff atin bth aha ena Jack Reynolds 
Keeler Seen . Frank Griffin 
indian Chief .... J. W. Cody 
Trimble 6 ein Wate bene 45-2 Jack Carr 
Marshal Rick Vallin 





Deputy Luke Saul Gorss 


“Bullwhip” is not a 


} Lot icture to 
tax the mind, but it is a big, color- 
ful outdoor romance designed 


purely and simply to be a _ box- 
office success and it has the necese 
sary and proper ingredients for 
that. Guy Madison and Rhenda 
Fleming head the cast of Helen 
Ainsworth’s production for Allied 
Artists, directed by Harmon Jones, 
and the DeLuxe color in Cinema- 
Scope makes it an appealing presen- 
tation. William F. Broidy was ex- 
ecutive producer. 

The screenplay by Adele Buffing- 
ton has Madison as a man about 
to be hanged (unfairly, of course), 
when his life is spared on condi- 
tion he will marry Rhonda Fleming, 
which is an unusual and interesting 
variation of the special dich usually 
given the condemned man. 

The ceremony is performed and 
Miss Fleming departs, warning 
Madison he is not to try to find eut 
who she is. Madison, however, pur- 
sues. Miss Fleming eludes him. 
But they finally get together and 
, he discovers his kissless bride is 
a part-Cheyenne who is ruthlessly 
determined to be the most success- 
ful fur trader in the west. She 
dominates her crew and her sur- 
roundings with a dynamic person- 
ality and a nasty bullwhip. Madison 
takes the whip away from her in 
their first setto, and then pro- 
ceeds to bring her to heel on other 


accounts in a modified western 
version of “The Taming of the 
Squaw.” 


Picture allows some mildly racy 
humor in the situation of a man 


$ | and woman who are married but 
anc 


have not consummated. There is 
also comedy in some ether charac- 
ters and situations, but it is not 
always as fully developed as it 
might be. The whole production 
lacks pace which, had it been pro- 
vided, would have turned the pic- 
ture into a very good one instead 
of what it is now, satisfactory. 
Madison does a capable job, with 
glints of humor, as the reprieved 
man. Miss Fleming, spectacularly 
lovely, is appropriately fiery and 
eventually tender. James Griffith 
makes an amusing and unusual 
killer, and Peter Adams is suave 
as another offbeat heavy. Others 
in the cast who stand out include 
Don Beddoe, Dan Sheridan, Burt 
Nelson, Al Terr, Tim Graham and 
Hank Worden. 
| John J. Martin’s camera work is 
perceptive and catches most imagi- 
natively the soft autumn colors of 
{what appear to be fresh location 
backgrounds. Leith Stevens’ score 
| highlights the action and there is 
|a strong title song by Hal Hooper 
and James Griffith, sung by 
| Frankie Laine. Other technical 
|eredits, including Thor Brooks’ 
| editing, and sound by Al Overton, 
are first-rate Powe. 


Zizkewska Romance 
(A Suburban Romance) 
(CZECHOSLAVAKIAN) 

Czech State Film release and produe 
tion. Stars Jiri Vala, Renata Olarava; fea- 
tures Eduard Cupak, Jana Brojehova. 
Directed by Zbynek Brynych. Screenplay, 
Viadimir Katine, Brynych: camera, Jan 
Curik; editor B. Kulik. At Cannes Film 
Fest. Running time, 106 MINS. 





Conventional romance concerns 
an unwed mother who hides the 
fact from her lover. Bat it ends 
on a note of acceptance after some 
fairly colorful cheracter sketches 
and incidents. 

Film possesses little Yank ap- 
}peal but denotes an escape from 
propaganda-features in Eastern 
|bloc countries. Technically it is 
| will made and interpreted, improv- 
ing on ordinary scripting. Mosk. 
|are par. Mosk. 








| William Tytla Products Inc. has 
| been authorized to conduct a films 
business in New York, with capital 
stock of 200 shares, no par value. 
Directors include William Tytle of 
East Lyme, Conn. Attorney is Vic- 
tor Marans of Manhattan. 
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New York Sound Track 


Barron Polan, personal manager for Genevieve, Fernanda Montel 
and kindred nitery thrushes, accompanied his sister and brother-in- 
law, Jerry Wald, 20th-Fox indie producer, on his (Wald’s) first Euro- 
pean trip and observes: “Jerry is a one-man Mixmaster, doing in three 
weeks what it would take anyone else six months. If you could have 
seen him running into Magnani in Rome, Bergman in London, Sagan 
in France (not to mention the Pope in Rome) you would have seen our 
boy in top form.” ; 

Look for a title change at the United Artists ad-pub department, 
with Mort Nathanson to become director of ‘corporate relations. This 
means maintaining the contacts with stockholders and Wall Streeters. 

20th-Fox gimmick for “The Fiy”: Nobody can enter the theatre 
alone unless they obtain a special “waiver.” . . . Murray Silverstone, 
20th-Fox International prexy, to Europe after Albert Cornfield, 20th’s 
Continental chief, hopped to N.Y. en a surprise quickie. 

Charles Schneer registered “The New Frontier Is Up,” for projected | 
film based on U.S. Air Force Academy, filmed under his Morningside 
production banner for Columbia Pictures release ... “Third Man on 
the Mountain” is new tag for Walt Disney’s “Banner in the Sky”... 
Fess Parker inked new non-exclusive pact with Disney, calling for one | 
pic annually for five years .. . Emile Meyer has featured role in Colum- | 
bia Pictures’ “Good Day for a Hanging” ... Harry Berman and Robert 
Ladimer, U. of Southern California studes, formed indie outfit to pro- | 














a 


N.Y, CAN DICTATE 
PANIC ECONOMY 


At a time when American film 
industry executives in Europe are 
preoccupied with the question of 
closing branch offices on the Con- 
tinent, some warn that the busi- 
ness may be doing itself a good 
deal of harm. Their position is 
that more thought should be given 
to the problem before the distribu- 
tion structure is dismantled. 

“We may be sorry in the years 
to come,” commented one contin- 
ental manager in Paris. “It took 
years for us to build up this dis- 
tribution system, and it’s the best | 
and for the most part the most 
efficient one in existence. We 
should not dismantle it lightly for 
the sake of a couple of pennies in 
savings.” 

RKO and U 


+ 











PICTURES 7 

May Be Close to Co tio 
- + After months of wrangling, the 
HOUSTON Fi M RO , license division formula. Apart 
from taking in some countries pre- 
Actual shooting of “The Charro| one that: expired the end of thg 

and the Cowboy,” first production | year. 

to be started by midsummer, it | extension of the old one, has been 
has been announced by Jim Ross, | the desire of the companies to pre- 
signed for one of the roles. | been hard put to find enough of its 
were in Hollywood to sign other | to have shipped some foreign films 
members of the cast and produc-|into France on its American li- 


major companies are finally on the 

FEATURE WITH GU | viously not covered, the formula 

of the newly organized Jim Ross; One of the main difficulties in 

prez of the organization. Tito vent the “waste” of licenses by 

Ross and Jorge Lopez-Portillo, own films to cover the licenses 
tion crew. Lopez-Portillo has had censes. 


L or Global License Formula 
ong Try for Global License Formul 
verge of accepting a new global 
Houson, June 3. | doesn’t differ radically from the 
Film Productions Inc., is expected | agreeing on a new formula, or an 
Guizar, Mexican singer, has been such outfits as RKO, which has 
veepee in charge of productions | handed to it. In fact, RKO is said 
25 years experience as a film di-| [np the final count, the Motion 


duce “The Hideous Rock and Roll Creature” and talking release with With the exception of RKO 
UA. : a wie 
which has relinquished its entire 

George H. (Bud) Westmore, Hollywood makeup artist, in Des Moines | physical distribution setup, turn- 
to promote “This Happy Feeling” which opens there June 6, said he | jt over to the Rank Organization, 
applies beauty out of the bottle on Hollywood queens only because it’s| and of Warner Bros. in Britain, 
a living. He said his real love is in creating grotesque face masks and | the rest of the companies actually 


| rector in Mexico and Spain. 

Maria J. Ross, wife of Ross, will 
be secretary-treasurer of the firm. 
The board of directors will include 
Don Sheppard and Janice Rogers, 


monstors for horror pictures because “it’s more of a challenge.” 

RKO and the Rank organization feuding in Italy. Rank, who took | 
over the RKO physical distribution, wanted to see the RKO books. | 
Latter nixed the idea. Case is going to arbitration .. . Sam Zimbalist, 
producer of “Ben Hur,” rented a 1,000,006¢ lire-per month ($1,600) villa | 
on the Appian Way in Rome... Rank Crg remaking “The 39 Steps” | 
this fall, with Kenneth More taking the Robert Donat role . . . More. 
and producer Danny Angel have formed a company, now shooting | 
“Sheriff of Fractured Jaw” in Madrid for 20th-Fox release. Their next: 
“South By Java Head,” also for 20th . .. Alex Harrison and wife doing | 
some strenuous sightseeing in Madrid and using the Polaroid Land | 
camera which the 20th sales boys gave him as a going-away present .. .| 
Director John Farrow and producer Samuel Bronston, now collaborating | 
on “John Paul Jones” in Madrid, planning to do a film on Nelson and | 
one on Farrow’s script, “Son of Man” (The Story of Christ). 

Jack Foxe, publicist for Loew's Theatres in Washington, has re- 
turned to his duties following a kidney operation . . . Advance orders | 
for Metro's “Gigi” at the Royale Theatre, N.Y. have topped the $100,- | 
000 mark . . . Evan Hunter's tv script, “The Last Spin,” which never | 
reached tv because it was considered too controversial, has been op-| 
tioned for a film production by Jerry Hellman. Robert Alan Aurthur | 
is set to write the screenplay to be directed by George Roy Hill. Hunt- | 
er, author of “Blackboard Jungle,” has just had a new novel, “Strangers | 
When We Meet,” published by Simon & Schuster . . . John Gavin has 
arrived in N.Y. before embarking a 12-city tour on behalf of Uni- 
versal's “A Time to Love and a Time to Die,” in which he co-stars 
with Lilo Pulver . . . Universal prexy Milton R. Rackmil back at his 
homeoffice desk after a week of conferences with executives at the 
studio. 

Under a tieup with the London News Chronicle on “Raintree County,” 
Metro is offering a fortnight’s holiday in Hollywood for two, plus new 
luggage, new clothes and the maximum $280 cash allowance. The pic 
had its preem at the Empire, Leicester Square, Monday (2), and the 
contest, based on the legend of the Raintree, started the previous 
Thursday. 

“Gigi” has scored a hit in the nation’s most exclusive little “theatre.” 
It has already been shown twice at the White House, once for President 
and Mrs. Eisenhower's private enjoyment, again at a “command per- 
formance” honoring Field Marshall Viscount Montgomery. Since Ike 
normally prefers westerns, this is a top tribute to the Metro musical. 

Tatiana Samoilova, star of the Soviets’ prize-winning “When the 
Cranes Fly,” says she has offers from both Cary Grant and Alfred 
Hitchcock to appear in U.S. films. But adds she isn’t interested “unless 
the script is right.” .. . Roberta Hutner, wife of WB publicity chief, 
Mike Hutner, unwittingly coined a slogan for Samuel Bronston, pro- 
ducer of “John Paul Jones,” on location in Spain. After seeing the 
rushes, she exclaimed “This is a motion picture.” Bronston’s going to 
use it in his ads. Later, Mrs, Hutner fell down the stairs at the Castel- 
lana Hilton, badly sprained her ankle. No connection. 

A poll conducted by the British fan mag, Picturegoer, placed Heather 
Sears for her part in “The Story Of Esther Costello,” and Dirk Be-| 
garde for his performance in “Campbell's Kingdom,” at the top of the 
lists. In the femme stakes, runner-ups were Yvonne Mitchell (““Wom- 
an In a Dressing Gown), Ingrid Bergman (“Anastasia), and Deborah 
Kerr (“Heaven Knows Mr. Allison.”). Second to Bogarde in the popu- 
larity poll was Hardy Kruger (“The One That Got Away’) followed by 
Rock Hudson (“Giant"). Frankie Vaughan was voted Singer of the Year 
for his performance in “These Dangerous Years.” 


MICKEY ROONEY MAY DQ! REIcHstum active ANEW 
‘GENT § GENT’ OVERSEAS Retirea Exhib Resumes As Lessee 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Mickey Rooney and Ray Stark 














| paign. 


’ both of Houston. 
haven't yet gone whole hog in clos- Hollywood publicity firm of 
ing branches, though Universal | Cowan-Berkman Associates has 


certainly is on the way. Inevit- | een retained. 








ably, the pressures to close come | 
from New York and are resisted | 
and modified in Paris, though it’s 9 
recognized even there that the cur- | S i 
rent system is probably top heavy | ’ e 
and overly expensive. 

One of the critical territories is | ser ? 
Italy. With the Italian elections | é a 
over, the things are likely to pop | ® 
there soon. Curiously enough, it | . 
was Eitel Monaco, head of There's very little chance of the 
ANICA, the Italo producer-distri- | American companies agreeing to a 
butors org, who originally sug-| German proposal to limit to three 
gested to the Americans that they | years the age of pictures circulat- 
shutter some branches in Italy. | ing in West Germany. Proposal has 
His reasoning was that the Italian | been made by Horst v. Hartlleb, 
companies, too, could stand some chief of the German distributors, 
cutting. |to Leo Hochstetter, the Motion Pic- 

Then the elections came up and ture Export Assn. rep in Germany. 
Monaco asked the Americans to! According to MPEA, the Amer- 
hold off on any economy moves, | ican companies can’t be expected 
with their inevitable unemploy-|to go for this limitation, even 
ment, so as not to give added fuel | though they are.aware that a good 
to the Communists in their cam-| number of oldies have been thrown 
Now that this issue has on the German market by the in- 
being sold 


passed, the Americans are waiting | dependents and are 
for the go-ahead from Monaco. | cheaply. 

Slow To Act In some other countries, partic- 

The companies still are hesitant | ularly Italy, an age limitation on 


to go in for any wholesale closings, | licenses does apply. The Germans 


| Picture Export Assn. member com- 
| panies found it impossible to do 
‘anything much about the situation, 
, though—-under the formula agree- 
ment—the companies’ obligation to 
|use licenses only for American 
films again is stressed. Fact is 
| that, in Italy for one,-RKO did turn 
back some licenses last year when 
it found itself unable to use them. 

Acceptance of a formula doesn’t 

come a moment too soon. It’s been 
by sheer luck that the Japanese 
| have delayed issuance of permits 
for the year starting in April. In 
| Italy, lack of a formula already has 
‘led to trouble, with the Italians re- 
| fusing to hand out licenses until 
'MPEA had allocated them to indi- 
vidual companies. Permits actually 
|have been issued, but are being 
| he'd up by the censors. 

New formula continues use of 
|eight “control” countries. Licenses 
|}are divided three ways. 36° are 
|split evenly among the MPEA 
| member companies; 32° are divid- 
j}ed up on the basis of billings in 
quota countries and the remaining 
32°% are allocated based on billings 
in the control countries. 


FRED KOHLMAR BOUND 
FOUR YRS. TO COLUMBIA 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Fred Kohlmar, associated as a 


' 








mostly because one outfit is always feel that if MPEA would agree on |; company producer, has signed a 
watching the other and policies | an age restriction, the Bonn gov- new straight four-year contract 
aren’t uniform. Suggestion has | ernment probably would be agree-| with Columbia Pictures as an indie 
been made to make joint decision able. However, the U. S. outfits | producer. First film on pact, which 
6n where to pull out, so that/ aren't sure that such a collusive) ¢alis for eight pictures during 


| situations are avoided where four 


move wouldn't involve a violation | course of contract, will be “The 


Warners Reopens Albany Exchange 


Three-Employe Setup Necessary—Servicing of 
Drive-Ins a Motivation 








| 


Albany, June 3. ners, the past month). UA em- 
In a move helpful to exhibitors ploys a booker-office manager, a 
and bullish for the local Film Row,| salesman and a secretary. They 
Warners has slated a reopening of | function as a sub-office of the Buf- 
its Albany exchange, with a staff; falo branch, over which Al Glaub- 
of three, for Monday (2). Branch ner presides. 
Manager Ray Smith will have a 
booker and a secretary, according | 
to present plans. 





Universal Curtaiis 


The WB offices had been dark) Houston, June 3. 
since the end of March, when ali|_ Universal film exchange has 
employees except Smith were sep-| been closed here according per 
arated from the payroll: Salesman | “eorge Byrd, manager. Some of 
Virgil Jones was transferred, tem-|the exchange’s personnel will be 


of the antitrust laws. Last Angry Man.” 

Under his previous deal, which 
was cancelled to make way for new 
arrangement, Kohlmar had 18 
months to go. Producer hasn't yet 
picked a name for his company, 
but it will probably be Fred Kohl- 
mar Productions. 





DEPT. STORE SHENANIGANS 


| Mankiewiez To Film Novel Due 
| Out In August 











Joseph L. Mankiewicz’s next film 
project will be a production of 
“Showcase,” based on a new novel 
| by Martin Dibner which Double- 
day will publish in August. Man- 
kiewicz will write the screenplay, 
direct and produce the film for 
Figaro Inc., the indie firm in which 
/ he is partnered with NBC. 
| Present plans are to shoot the 
picture entirely in New York early 
| next spring following the Broad- 


are discussing a deal whereby 
Rooney would star in “Gentleman's 
Gentleman,” upcoming Seven Arts 
Productions film written by Guy 
Elms and based on an idea by 
Jacques Campaneez. 

Farce comedy is set for produc- 
tion in London the first of next 
year, calls for Rooney to play role 
of a vacuum cleaner salesman who 
poses as an industrialist and fools 
British society. Rooney just fin- 
ished starring in “Andy Hardy 
Comes Home” at Metro, and starts 
“The Last Mile in September,” for 
Ynited Artists next. He will also 
dlay four weeks at Lou Walters’ 
Cafe de Paris in N. Y. during July 
and August. 





of Belmar, Pitt prorarily, to New York, from ™oved to other exchange centers’ way production of Mankiewicz's 
where Albany was serviced on but Byrd will remain here as dramatization of Carl Jonas’ novel, 
Pittsburgh, June 3. bookings. | Universal area _ sales manager. | “Jefferson Selieck.” 


Clark Film Service, which took Mac Holstein stays in his post in| 
Stanley -Warner Theatres fas over inspecting and shipping when | the San Antonio area. | ner workings of a Fifth Ave. de- 
disposed of still another house | the Warner quarters went dark,| Dick May, office manager is' partment store on the verge of 
here, the Belmar, to an un-named | will continue to handle this work. | slated to go to New Orleans to be bankruptcy and the struggle for 
investor and it will bring Leon Clark does likewise for’ Universal, office manager-head booker. Dave | control that results. 
Reichblum, veteran exhibitor out | Paramount, United Artists and sev-| Speake, who came here from Okla- | Rosenberg-Coryell agency rep- 
‘ . | eral smaller distributors. |homa City to be booker, goes to resented Dibner in the negotia- 
of retirement. The assumption is that WB/Dallas as shipper. Phil Sherman tions with Figaro, Dibner’s pre- 
Reichblum, who at one time) found shuttering the exchange— | returns to the Dallas branch as vious novel, “The Deep Six,” was 
owned several theatres in this” on which the lease reportedly holds; salesman and Jimmy Armstrong, made into a film by Alan Ladd’s 
area, sold them all a few years ago until 1960—had drawbacks, espe-| goes back there as booker. Pauline | Jaguar Productions. 
and departed for Florida to make | cially with substantial drive-in ac-| Harrelson, who came from Dallas | 
his home, but has been anxious | counts to be served. to be chief inspector here, re-| Bernard M. Kamber, ad-pub chief 
to get back into action again in| The setup nearest paralleling the | turns there as an inspector. |of Hecht-Hill-Lancaster, off to the 
his old home town. Sale of Belmar| new WB one is that followed by | With the closing of the Univer-| Coast Monday (2) for a series of 
gave him that opportunity; he’s United Artists—located in the! sal exchange, this made the second | meetings with Harold Hecht on up- 
lease on the Sttand. Theatre Building (where! closing in recent weeks of a loca! | coming product prior to the latter's 
| Smith occupied a room, for War-| film exchange, \trek to Europe. 





“Showcase” is a story of the in- 





taken a long-term 
property from the new owner. 
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L.A. Spotty Albeit ‘Sheepman’ Hefty 


$3,000; Marjorie’ 186, ‘Vertigo Hep | 
156, ‘Lions’ 146, ‘Acre’ Smash 226 


+ 


Los Angeles, June 3. 

Handsome biz is in store at many 
first-runs this week while returns 
at other situations loom spctty. 
“Sheepman” paired with “Cry Ter- 
ror” is leading the newcomers, 
shaping a hefty $23,000 or near in 
three theatres. “Marjorie Morn- 
ingstar,” in first general run with 
second features, iooks to do a fair 
$18,000 in three houses. 

“Vertigo” looks stout $15,000 at) 
Hollywood Paramount opening 
stanza. “Young Lions,” out on first 
eneral release with second fea- 
ures, should do an okay $14,000 in 
four situations. “Bridge on River 
Kwai” still is strong $30,300 in 
three houses, second week. 

“God's Little Acre” shapes big 
$22,100 in four spots, third lap. 
“10 North Frederick” is slim in 
fourth round at Pantages. 

Four hard-ticket pix all shape) 
big. “South Pacific” is after $25,- 
00 at Egyptian, “Windjammer,” 
21,500 at Chinese; “Around World 
n 


80 Days,” $16000 at Carthay and 
‘Seven Wonders of World,” $15,- 
000 at Warner Hollywood. 

Estimates for This Week 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1,468; $1.25-$2)—“Vertigo” (Par). 
Stout $15,000 or near. Last week, 
with Downtown Paramount, “Too 
Much, Too Soon” (WB) (2d wk), 
$10,800. } 

Hawaii, State, Ritz (G&S-UATC- | 
FWC) (1,106; 2,404; 1,320; 90-$1.50) | 
—‘Sheepman” (M-G) and “Cry 
Terror” (M-G). Hefty $23,000 or 
close. Last week, Hawaii with 
Hillstreet, “Attila” (Fav), “Naked | 
Gun” (Fav) (2d wk), $8,400. State, 
Ritz, “Maracaibo” (Par), “Outlaw | 
Queen” (Indie), $4,600. | 

Downtown Paramount, New Fox, | 

ox Beverly ‘ABPT-FWC) (3,300; 
65; 1,170; $1.50\—“*Marjorie Morn- 
ingstar” (WB) (1st multiple run) 
and “Chase a Crooked Shadow” 
(WB) ‘Downtown Paramount, New 
Fox), “Merry Andrew” (M-G) (Re- 
at) (Fox Beverly ). Fair $18,000. | 
ast week, New Fox with Los An- | 
geles, Uptown, “Return of Dra- | 
cula” (UA), “Flame Barrier” (UA), 
(Continued on page 10) 


‘Feeling’ Bright $14,000, 
Cleve.; ‘Vertigo’ Lusty 
156, ‘Acre’ Neat 106 


Cleveland, June 3. | 

Heavy weekend rains put a chill) 
on holiday trade. However, both} 
“This Happy Feeling” and “Ver- 
tigo” are doing okay. Latter is 
rated slick at the State while! 
“Feeling” looms hep at the Allen. 
“God's Little Acre” shapes fine at 
the Stillman opening week. “Ma- 
chine-Gun Kelly” is okay at Hipp-| 
“South Pacific,” in ninth session at | 
the Ohio, looks stout while “Seven | 
Wonders of World” is okay in 18th! 
Palace round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (S-W? (3,800; 90-$1.25)— 
“This Happy Feeling” (U). Hep) 
$14,000 or near. Last week, “Long, | 
Hot Summer” (20th) (2d wk), | 


$11,000. 
Art (Art 








| 
| 
| 


Continental Theatre 
Guild) (850; $1.25) — “Adultress” | 
(incie). Poor $1,700. Last week, | 
“Mam'‘zelle Pigalle’ (Indie) (2d 
wk), $2,100. 

Embassy (Community) (1,200; 70- 
80) — “Ft. Massacre” (UA) and 
“Lost Paradise” (UA). Mild $4,500. 
Last week, “Screaming Mimi” (Col) 
and “High Flight” (Col), $4,000. 

Heights Art (Art Theater Guild) 
(925; $1.25)—“Stella” (Indie). Slow | 
$1,800. Last week, “Gates of Paris” 
(Indie), $1,900. 

Hippodrome (Telem’t) (3,700; 90- 
$1.25)—“Machine Gun Kelly” (In- 
die) and “Bonnie Parker Story” 
(Indie). Oke $14,000. Last week, 
“10 North Frederick” (20th), 


$12,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (500; 
70-90/\—“Witch” (Indie) and “An- 
gelika” (Indie). Good $4,700. Last 
week, “God Created Woman” 
(Kings) (4th wk), $2,200. 

Ohio (Loew) (1,244; $1.25-$2.50) 
—‘South Pacific’ (20th) (9th wk), 
Stout $9,000. Last week, ditto. 


Palace (‘SW - Cinerama) (1,523;| 9 


$1.25-$2.40) — “Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) (18th wk). Okay 
$11,500. Last week, $10,500. 

State ‘Loew) (3.500: s 75-90)— 
“Vertigo” (Par). Slick $15.000. 
Last week. “Sheepman” (M-G), 
$8,500 

Stillman (Loew) (2,700; 70-90)— 
“God's Little Acre’ (UA). Fine 
$10,000. Last week, “Maracaibo” 
(Par) and “Hot Spell” (Par), $5,000. 





i$ 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 

This Week _.. .. $600,667 
(Based on 22 theatres) 

Last Year ....__.... $583,400 
(Based on 25 theatres) 


‘Acre’ Boffo 236, 
Philly; ‘North’ 176 


Philadelphia, June 3. 
The long, holiday weekend with 
its excellent weather took its toll 
here at downtown first-runs, with 
biz soft in some places despite new 











pix. Leader is “God's Little: Acre” | 
with a great session at the Viking. | 


“Vertigo” also shapes okay at Stan- 
ley while “10 North Frederick’ is 
rated fine at the Fox. Other houses 
are not so hot. 

The newspaper strike, which cut 
down the Inquirer and Bulletin as 
well as the Camden (N.J.) Courier- 
Post, figured little in offish biz at 
many spots. But most managers 
are worried over the possibility of 
a long strike. Most radio stations 
were deluged with calls regarding 
films playing at nabe houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (526; 99-$1.80)— 
“Too Much, Too Soon” (WB) (2d 
wk). Dull $5,000. Last week, $9.000. 


Boyd (SW) (1.430; 75-$1.80)\— 
“This Happy Feeling” (U). Light 
$5,000. Last week, “Fraulein” 


(20th), $10,000. 

Fox (National) (2.250; 65-$1.25)— 

.10 North Frederick” (20th). Fine 
$17,000. Last week, “Young Lions” 
(20th) (8th wk), $8,000. 
Goldman ‘Goldman) 62.250: 65- 
1.25.—“Hot Spell” (Par). Slow 
$6,000. Last week, “Run Silent, 
Run Deep” (UA) (3d wk), $8,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; $2- 


| $2.75)—"South Pacific” (20th) (10th 


wk). Okay $12,000. Last week 
$14,500. 
Randolph (Goldman) (1,250; 65- 


$1.25) — “Bridge on River Kwai” 


(Col) (12th wk). Sturdy $7,500 
Last week, $9,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.80)— 
“Vertigo” ‘Par). Okay $18,000. 
Last week, “Attila” (Indie) (2d wk), 
$10,500. 


Stanton (SW) (1.483; 99-$1.49)— 
“Thunder Road” (UA). Weak $8.- 
000. Last week, “Sheepman” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $6,500. 

Studio (Goldberg) (385; 90-$1.89) 
—‘“Adam and Eve” (Horne). Good 
$4,000 or near. Last week, “Adul- 
teress” (Indie) and “Devil's Daugh- 
ter” (Indie), $2,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80)— 
“Desire Under Elms” (Par). Oke 
$4,300. Last week, “Brothers Kar- 
amazov” (M-G) (12th wk), $3,500. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 99-$1.49)— 
“God’s Little Acre’ (UA). Great 
$23,000 or close. Last week, “Stage 
Struck” (BV), $7,000. 





Satellites’ Lofty $15,000, K.C. ‘Acr 


‘Pacific’ Lively $14,000, 
Port.; Feeling’ Fair 66 


Portland, Ore., June 3. 

The boxoffice shapes up stronger 
currently although some of new 
entries do not look too good. The 
Broadway Theatre installed Todd- 
AO equipment for “South Pacific,” 
which is rated big in opening 
|stanza. “Too Much, Too Soon” 
|looks best of other new entrants, 
being okay at Orpheum. “Happy 
| Feeling” looms fair at Liberty. 
\“God's Little Acre” is nice in 
second Paramount week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (890; $1.50- 
$3)—"South Pacific’ (20th). Re- 
served seats, two-a-day. Big $14,- 
C00. Last week, “Sheepman” (M-G) 
and “High Cost of Living” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $6,100. 
ox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) 
10 North Frederick” (20th) and 
“Thundering Jets” (20th). Fair 
$6.500. Last week, “Goddess” 
(Col) and “Parson and Outlaw” 
, (Col), $5,900. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,890; $1- 
$1.50)\—"This Happy Feeling” ‘(U) 


| F 


and “Reach For Sky” (Rank). Fair 
$6,000. Last week, “Thunder 
Road” (UA) and “Hellbound” 
(UA), $4,000. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.50) — “Too Much, Too Soon” 
(WB) and “Stakeout On Dope 
Street” (WB). Okay $6,000. Last 
week, “Bridge On River Kwai” 


(Col) (9th wk), $6,700. 

Paramount (‘Port-Par) (3,400: $1- 
$1.50)—“God’s Little Acre” (UA) 
and “Island Women” (UA) (2d wk). 
Nice $7,000. Last week, $8,400. 


Feeling Great 86, 
L’ville: ‘Acre 12 


Majority of the houses here are 
doing fair to good biz, which is 





outdoor weather. “South Pacific,” 
in fourth stanza at the Brown had 
another sellout Saturday (31) night, 


“This Happy Feeling” at the Ken- 
tucky shapes smash while “God's 
Little Acre” is rated solid at the 
United Artists. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave.) (1,000; 
$1.25-$2)—"“South Pacific” (20th) 
(4th wk). Fine $10,500, slightly 
above last week's $10,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 50-85) 
—“This Happy Feeling” (U). 0- 


ing strongly as single bill for smash 
$8,000 or over. Last week, “St 
Louis Blues” (Par) 

Hell” (Par), $4,000. 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000: 


and 


50-85)—"Too Much, Too Soon” 
(WB). Moderate $4,000. Last 
week, “Left-Handed Gun” (WB) 
and “Manhunt Jungle’ (WB), 
$4,500. 


Rialto ‘Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 50- 
85'\—"10 North Frederick” 
okay $8,000. Last week, “Fraulein” 
, (20th) and “Count Five and Die” 
| (20th), $7,000. 

United Artists (UA) (3.000; 55- 
82)—“God's_ Little Acre” (UA). 
Solid $12,000 or near. Last week, 
“Sheepman” (M-G), $6,000. 


9 


e 


~- Socko 86, 2d, Frederick’ Fancy 66 


Kansas City, June 3. 

Holiday week is moderately good 
with at least two strong bills. ““War 
of Satellites” at the Dickinson 
houses is big. “God's Little Acre” 
in second week at the Roxy con- 
tinues smash. Newcomer “Sheep- 
man” at the Midland is light. “Too 
Much, Too Soon” at Paramount 


looks modest. “10 North Frederick” | 


is nice in second. “Tom Sawyer” 
reissue is oke in four Fox Midwest 
theatres. Weather was mostly pleas- 
ant for the weekend, and no help 
to theatre biz. 
Estimates for This Week 

Glen, Dickinson, Shawnee Drive- 
in, Leawood Drive-in (Dickinson) 
(700; 750; 1,100 cars; 900 cars; 75- 
0)\—“War of Satellites” (AA) and 
“Attack of 50-Foot Woman” (AA). 
Fancy $15,000. Last week, “I Mar- 


ried a Woman” (U) and “The Vio- | 


lators” (U), $6,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504: 90-$1.25) 
—'God Created Woman” (Kings) 
(17th wk). Nifty $1,400, holds. Last 
week, same. 

Midland (Loew) (3,500; 75-90)— 
‘The Sheepman” (M-G) and “High 
Cost of Loving” (M-G). Lean $6,000. 


Last week, “Bonjour Tristesse” 


(Col) and “Crash Landing” (Col), | 


$4,500. 

Missouri (SW-Cinerama) (1,194: 
$1.25-$2/—"Search for Paradise” 
(Cinerama) (6th wk). Bright $10,- 
000. Last week, $9,000. 

Paramount (UP) (1.900; 75-90)— 
“Too Much, Too Soon” (WB). Mod- 


(Par), $4,000. 

Rockhill (Little Art Theatres) 
(750; 75-90)—“Lost Horizon” (Col) 
(reissue). Fairish $1,700. Last week, 
“Miller's Beautiful Wife” (DCA), 
same. 

Roxy (Durwood) (879; 90-$1.25)— 
“God's Little Acre” (UA) (2d wk). 
Sock $8,100 or near; holds. Last 
| week, $12,000. 

Uptown (Fox Midwest) (2,043; 75- 
90)\—"10 North Frederick” (20th) 
b~ 70. oe Last we. com- 
| bined wi airway and Granada, 
$8,000. f 
| Fairway, Granada, Apollo, Vista 
| (Fox Midwest) (700; 1,217; 1,050; 
| 750; 75-90)—“Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer” (Selznick) (reissue). Doing 
nicely at $10,000, with circuit set- 
ting up a new combo, ; 


“High | 


(20th) | 


est $5,500. Last;week, “Hot Spell” 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ......... $2,592,667 
(Based on 24 cities and 253 

theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Last Year ‘ $2,729,500 
(Based on 23 cities and 251 

theatres.) 


‘Acre’ Sturdy 106, 











' 
| 


Minneapolis, June 3. 





to lift the depressed boxoffice this 
+ session. “God’s Little Acre” shapes 
{sturdy at RKO-Orpheum while 
|“Sheepman” looms brisk at the 
| Gopher. Long-runners “Search for 
| Paradise” and “Around World in 


| 80 Days” still are fine. “10 North | 
Frederick” at Radio City is fair in} 


| second. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Academy ‘Mann) (947; 
$2.65)—“‘Around World in 80 Days’ 


(UA) (47th wk). Okay $5,500. Last! 


week, $5,800. 

| Century (‘SW-Cinerama) 
| $1.75-$2.65) — 
| dise” *Cinerama) (14th wk). 
ting boost from early tourist busi- 
ness. Good $11,000. Last week, 
| $12,000. 

| Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-90)— 
“Sheepman” ‘M-G). Brisk $7,000. 


(1,150; 
“Search for Para- 


Horror Dracula’ Wham $24,000, Hub: 
‘Acre’ Boff 226, ‘Vertigo’ Big 256 


: Boston, June 3. 

Biggest influx of new product in 
months hit the long Memorial Day 
weekend with big impact. Biz was 
helped by fine weather and crowds 
of early tourists. Nine new arrivals 
proved a plus factor. 

“Horror of Dracula,’ great at 
Memorial, is top newcomer. “God's 
Little Acre” is sock at the larger 
State. “Vertigo” is spinning hotsy 
at the Metropolitan. “Too Much, 
Too Soon” is warm at the Fenway 
and Paramount combo. “Sheep. 
man” is sturdy at the Orpheum. 
“10 North Frederick” is rated at 
the Astor. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (B&Q) (1,372; 75-$1.25)— 





Mpls.; ‘Texas’ 8G’ 


A couple of newcomers here look | 





.|“Chase Crooked Shadow” 


“10 North Frederick St.” (20th). 
Lofty $23,000. Last week, ‘“Mar- 
jorie Morningstar” (WB) (8th wk), 
$4,000. 

Beacon Hill (Sack) (678; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Last Paradise” (Indie) and “Sins 
of Borgias” (Indie). Bustling $11.- 
000. Last week, “Mam/‘zelle Pigalle” 
(Indie) (3d wk), $5,500. 

Bosten (SW-Cinerama) (1,354: 
$1.25-$2.65)—“‘Search for Paradise” 
(Cinerama) (28th wk). Smash $18,- 
500. Last week, $16,500. 

Capri (Sack) (990; 50-$1.50)— 
“Bridge on River Kwai” ‘Co!) (6th 
wk). Fine $9,000. Last week, $9,500. 
| Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 75-$1.25'— 
| “Rouge et Noir” (Indie) (4th wk). 


$1.50-| Third week ended Saturday was 


| bright $5,500. Last week, $6.100. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373: 60-$1.10)— 
|“Too Much, Toe Soon” (WB) and 
(WB). 
| Snappy $7,500. Last week, “Drag- 


Get-| Strip Riot” (AI) and “Cool and 


Crazy” (AI), $5,000. 
(1,340; 90-$1.75)— 
(20th) ‘6th wk). 


Gary (Sack) 


“Young Lions” 


| Hotsy $14,000. Last week. ditto. 


| Kenmore 


(Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) 
—"“Smiles Summer Night” (Rank) 


Last week, “I Accuse” (M-G) and|ang “Alligator Named Daisy” 
|“High Cost of Leving” ‘(M-G),| (Rank) «4th wk). Sturdy $6,500. 
$2,500 Last week, $7.000 


| Lyrie (Par) (1.000: 85-90)\—“Too 
Much, Too Soon” (WB). 
000. Last week, “Beautiful 


and Die” (20th), $4,000. 


“10 North Frederick” 


| RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 75- 

'90) — “God's Little Acre” (UA). 
Good word-of-mouth on this help- 

jing. Stout $10,000 or better. Last 

|}week, “Thunder Road” (UA), 
$7,000. 

| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,800; 75-85)— 

| “Touch of Evil” (U) and “I Married 
A Woman” ‘(U). Modest $3,500. 

| State (Par) (2,300; 85-90)\—“From 
Hell to Texas” (20th), Respectable 
$8,000. Last week, 

| (Par) slim $5,000. 


die) (2d wk). Fairish $1,500. 
week, $2,500. 
World (Mann) 


“Desire Under Elms” (Par). 
$3,000. Last week, $4,000. 





‘Dracula’ Loud $10,000, | 
Buff; ‘Vertigo’ Hep 126 ™ 


Buffalo, June 3. 


Nice $6.-|—“Horror of Dracula” 
f : But|“Thing That Couldn't 
good considering the near-perfect “Dangerous” (20th) and “Count Five Wow $24,000. 


“Hot Spell” | 


Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 60-$1.10) 

(U) and 
Die” (U), 
Last week, “I Mar- 
ried A Woman” (U) and “All Mine 


Radio City (Par) (4,100; 85-90)—| To Give” (U), $13,500. 
ae (20th) (2d) 
and is aiming for a swell session. | wk). Fair $8,000. Last week, $8,500. | $1.10)—“Vertigo” (Par). 


(4.357: 70- 
Spinning 
(Continued on page 10) 


‘Blues’ So-So $11,000 In 
Toronto; ‘Brothers’ Hot 
1436, ‘Silent’ 1036, 2d 


“St. Leuis Blues” is only SO-SO 
| at three houses, crix panning direc- 


Metropolitan (NET) 








Suburban World (Mann) (700; 85) | terial work. Biz is light on “Stake- 
“Smiles of a Summer Night” (In-|out on Dope Street.” 
Last Karamazov,” in second stanza, still 


“Brothers 


leads the city with night turnaways 


(400; 85-$1.25)— | for great returns. Also big is “Run 
Mild | Silent, 


Run Deep,” in secon 
|\frame. “Young Lions,” in eighth 
| week, is still hep. 
Estimates for This Week 

Cariton (Rank) (2,518: 75-$1.25)— 
“Paris Holiday” (UA) (2d wk). 
ild $8,000. Last week, $10,000. 
Downtown, Giendale Scarboro, 
| State (Taylor) (1.059; 995: 684; 694; 


| Film biz at first-runs is spotty | 50-75)—‘Stakeout on Dope Street” 


here this session, with some strong | (WB) and “Violent 


Road” (WB). 


| spots and some very weak ones. | Sad $9,500. Last week, “Jet At- 


|“God’s Little Acre” shapes good at | tack” | (Indie) and 
the Buffalo while “Horror of Dra-|talion” (Indie), $11,500. 


{eula” looks stout at Lafayette. 


“Suicide Bat- 


Eglinten Palace, Runnymede 


| “South Pacific” is rated unexciting | (FP) (1,080; 1,485; 1,385; 50-$1 — 
in second round at Century. “Ver-| “St. Louis Blues” (Par) and Mara- 
tigo” looms lusty at Paramount but | caibo” (Par). So-so $11,000. Last 


'“10 North Frederick” dropped off} week, “Another Time, Another 
to only a fair figure in second} Place” (Par), $8,500. 

|stanza at the Center. “Long, Hot| Hollywood (FP) (1,080; $1-$1.25) 
Summer” is weakish in fifth Teck |—“Young Lions” (20th) (8th wk. 
session. Hep ay eng week, same. on 
Hyland (Rank) (1,357; $1)—" 

| weftale then waco, eee)|%t 508”, 06-G) (Sth whi. Fine 
“God's Little Acre” (UA). Good | *,000. East week. $5.50). 51.50)— 
$15,000. Last week, “Fraulien” | « ner® (20th) (3d 


(20th) and “Count Five and Die” 
| (20th), $8,000. 

| Center (AB-PT) (3,000; 70-90)— 
“10 North Frederick” (20th) (2d 


—‘‘South Pacific” (20th) (2d wk). 


Unexciting $13,000 or near. Last 
'week, $20,000, including two 
preems. 


| Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 70-90)— | 


| “Horror of Dracula” (U) and “The 
Thing That Couldn't Die” (UV). 
Stout $10,000 or close. Last week, 
|“Oregon Passage” (AA) and “Cole 
Younger, Gunfighter” (AA), $7,500. 


Last week, “St. Louis Blues” (Par) 
and “Country Music Holiday” (In- 
die) (4 days), $6,000. 

Teck (Loew) (1,200; 70-$1.25)— 
“Long, Hot Summer” (20th) (5th 
wk). Weak $4,000. Last week, 





same, 


| 





| Wk). Fair $7,000. Last week, $8,400. | wk), 
Century (UATC) (2,700; $1.50-$3) | $4 


, Hot Summer” 
wk). Okay $10,000. Last week, 
$14,000. 
International (Taylor) (557; $1)— 
“Miracle of Marcelino” (IFD) (3rd 
Fine $3,500. Last week, 
000. 


Loew’s ‘Loew) (2,098; 75-$1.25)— 
“Run Silent, Run Deep” (UA) (2d 
wk). Fancy $10,500. Last week, 
$13,000. 

Tivoli (FP) (955; $1.75-$2.40)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(43rd wk). Good $5,000. Last week, 
same. : 

Towne (Taylor) (693; $1)—“High 
Cost of Loving” (M-G) (3d wk). 


Paramount (AB-PT) (3,000; 70-| Slipping to $3,500. Last week, 
90)—“Vertigo” (Par) and “The! $4,000. 
Hard Man” (Col). Lusty $12,000.| University (FP) (1,233; $1.50- 


$2.40)—“Cinerama Holiday” (Cine- 
rama) (9th wk). Nice $12,000. Last 
week, $14,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,075 60-$1)— 
“Brothers Karamazov” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Exceeding all hopes for smash 





$14,500, Last week, $20,000. 
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Chi Sharp; ‘Vertigo’ Giant $35,000, 
Feeling’ Happy 216, ‘Frederick’ Big 
166, 2d, ‘Acre’ Sockeroo 196, 3d 


Chicago, June 3. 

Holiday weekend is keeping the 
Loop tone so-so this round, though 
strong product, both new and hold- 
over, is faring okay considering. 
Preem sesh of “Vertigo” at the 
Woods looks for giant $35,000 
while Oriental’s opener of “This 
Happy Feeling” is shaping to a 
sparkling $21,000. “Rouge et Noir” 
in Surf first expects a fair $4,500. 

“Jet Attack” and “Suicide Bat- 
talion” are headed for fancy $11,- 
500 Garrick opener. The Loop’s 
“Fiend Without a Face” and 
“Haunted Strangler” combo looks 
to take a lofty $9,800 in first. 
“Young and Wild” and “Juvenile | 
Jungle” eye on oke $5,000 first 


Monroe week. 

“Cry Terror” is modest » Es- 
quire second. “10 North Fred e- | 
rick” looks tall in second session | 
at the Roosevelt. “God’s Little! 
Acre” still is smash at United Art-| 
ists in third. 

“Bolshoi Ballet” is sock in| 
World fourth, but “Marjorie 
Morningstar” is just fair in fifth 
Chicago frame. 
Kwai” is a strong 12th-weeker at 
the State-Lake. 

Roadshows are holding good. 
Seventh week of “Search for Par- 
adise” at the Palace shapes oke, 
and “South Pacific” 
10th MecVickers round 
World” 
at Todd's Cinestage. 


Estimates for This Week 


+ 





| 
| 


! 





“Bridge on River | 


looks: nice in| 
“Around | 
is solid again in 61st frame |? 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key eities, are net; i.e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
a the U. S. amusement 

x. 


‘Acre’ Robust 146, 
St. L: Kwai 946 


St. Louis, June 3. 
“God's Little Acre” at Loew's .| 
the big one this week with a lofty 
take. Brisk biz also looms for | 
“Horror of Dracula” at the bigger | 








| Fox. Brigitte Bardot’s “Mamzelle | 
| Pigalle” is doing well at two arty | 
|houses, the Richmond and the | 


Shady Oak. The holdover depart- 
ment continues steady with “10 
North Frederick” at the St. Louis. 
“Bridge on River Kwai,” in its 12th 


and final stanza at the Esquire; 
,and “South Pacifie” 


in its seventh 


Carnesie (Telem’t) (485; $1.25) frame at the Pageant. 


—"“M'mzelle Pigalle” (Indie) (3rd 





yo Fine $4,000. Last week $4,-| Rousive (Sbukert Levin) (1,500; 
| $1.50-$2.50) — “Bridge on River 
ae, 4 Ban a of Kwai” (Col) (i2th-final wk). Nice 
=n orle 500. La eek, $9000. 
> Ta Fair $15,000. Last week, — he he ‘aes. 60-75) — 
. tee J 
Esquire (H&E Baleban) (1.350:|rgne reee eae pe - 
$1.25-$1.50) — “Cry Terror” (M-G)) Good $12,000. Last week, “Too | 
Ee Mild $6,000. Last week,’ Much, Too Soon” (WB) and “Chase | 
Ferrick (B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)—|% Crooked Shadow” (WB), $11,000 
“Jet Attack” (AT) and “Suicide a ltew's, (Loew) (3.200; 60-90)— 
Battalion” (AI). Hep $11,500. Last “T h G ; edi ” 
week, “Left Handed Gun” (WB) oughest Gun in . Tombstone” | 
ead “Violnt. Road” <WB) $8500, (UA). Solid $14,000. Last week, 
Loop (Telem’t) (606: 90-$1.50)— “Sheepman” (M-G) and “High Cost 
“Haunted Strangler” | (M-G) and .— pdyiy 4 60-90) 
“Fiend Without a Face” (M-G).|..— pueum 1oew) | 900; ¢ —— re 
Fine $9,800. Last week, “From | Ivanhoe (M-G) and Knights of | 
Here to Eternity” (reissue) (Col) | Round Table” (M-G) (reissues). 
and “Lineup” (Col), $9,000. | Okay $5,500. Last week, Juvenile 
MeVickers (JL&S) (1.580; $1.25- Jungle” (Rep) and “Young and 
$3.30) — “South Pacific’ (20th) | Wild” (Rep), $7,500. 
(10th wk). Nice $27,000. Last|,,Paseamt (Arthur) (1,000; $1.80- 
week, $26 000 i 4 $2.25\—“South Pacific” (20th) (7th 
Monroe (Jovan) (1,000: 65-79) — etd Holding at big $10,000. Last 
“Juvenile Jungle” (Rep) and, Vex. same. 
meg Richmond (Arthur) (1,000; $1.25) 
(Continued on page 10) —“Mlle. Pigalle” (Indie). Oke | 
Bal Bi B ‘A ’ Lave" —_— ite ‘Of Life and | 
ove (inaie 
to IZ etter; cre , Louis ea! (3,800; 75-90) 
- > — "10 North Frederick” (20th) (2d 
Solid $16,000, Vertigo |wk). Good $8,000. Last week, 
‘ om 9 $10,000. 
106, ‘Pacific’ Same © shady oak (Arthur) (560; $1.25) 
, . 
Baltimore, June 3. rts SS Baallcs Bs 
Holiday biz and health, new prod- | Summer Night” (Indie) (2d wk), 


uct brightened the scene here but 
the take is still only so-so. Of 
the new entries, “God's Little 
Acre” at the Stanley 
while “Vertigo” 
nice. “Desire Under Elms” 
at the Playétouse. 

“South Pacific” is holding steady 
in ninth week at the New. “Bridge 
on the River Kwai" looks good in 
eleventh and last at the Hippo- 
drome. “Haunted Strangler” and 
“Fiend Without A Face” combo 
is slow at the Town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Fruchtman) (3,100; 50-) 


is nice 


looms hep) 
at Mayfair shapes | 


Estimates for This Week 


$1,100. 


+; ian 
‘Acre’ Rich $10,000, 2 

Denver; ‘Lions’ 8G, 5th! 

Denver, June 3. 

“South Pacific” still is strong at 
the Tabor and holds for a seventh | 
round. “Young Lions” is staying at 
the Center for a sixth week mainly 
because of a shortage of product. 
“Machine-Gun Kelly” 
in three spots. “10 North Frederick” 
— fair at the Denver while 

Desire Under Elms” is mild at 
Denham. 





1.25) — “10 North Frederick” | 
(20th) Fair $7,500. Last week, | Estimates for This Week 
“Thunder Road” (UA), $4,000. os (Fox) (1,400; 90¢)——“God- 

Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 50-| dess” (Col) and “Paradise Lagoon” 
$1.25) —“Mam’zelle Pigalle” (in- | (Col) (2d wk). Poor $1,600. Last 
die) (2d wk). Fair $2,700 after $3,- week, $3,000. , 

000 opener. | Centennial Drive-In (Western) 

Film Centre (Rappaport) (890: | | (1,250 cars;; 75c)—“‘Machine Gun 
50-$1.25) — “Goddess” (Col) (2d/ Kelly” (AID and “Bonnie Parker 
wk). Warm $4,000 after $4,500 in| Story” (AI). Good $1,500. Last 
first. | week, on subsequents. 

Five West (Schwaber) (460: 50-| Centre (Fox) (1,247; 90-$1.50)— 
$1.25)— “Rouge et Noir’ (DCA)| “Young Lions” (20th) (Sth wk). 
(3d wk). Slow $2,000 after $3,000 | Good $8,000. Stays on. Last week, 
in second. | $8,500. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; | 


50-$1.50—“Bridge on River Kwai” | — Desire Under the Elms” 
(Col) (11th wk), Neat $5,000. Last | Mild er Last week, * 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,429; 70-90) 
(Par). 
‘Hot Spell” 


k, 1 r), $5,00 
wattle a (300; 50-| g tt Fox) (2, 586; 70-90)—“10 
1.25)—“Black Tent” (Rank). Slow | North Frederick’ (ape). and “Es- 
2,000. Last week, “Across; cape From Redrock (20th). Fair 
Bridge” (Rank), ditto. | $9,000. Last week, on reissues. 

Mayfair (Fruchtman) (900: a! Esquire (Fox) (742; 90c)—“Grand 
$1.25) —“Vertigo” (Par). Hefty $10,- | Maneuver LUMP). Oke 31,800. 
000. Last week “Too Much, Too} Last week, “Story of Vicki” (BV), 
Soon” (WB), $4,500. $1,300. 


New (Fruchtman) (1,600; $1.50- 
$2.50)\—“South Pacific” (20th) (9th 
wk). Holding at $10,000 after same 
in 10th week. 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (460; 50- 

(Continued on page 10) 





Lake Shore Drive-In (Monarch) 
(1,000 cars; 75¢)—' ‘Machine Gun 
Kelly” (Al) and “Bonnie Parker 
Story” (AI). Fine $6,500. Last 
Week, “Quantrill's Raiders” (AA) 


(Continued on page 10) 


looks good 


‘Acre’ Lusty $10,000, 
Indpls.; ‘Fred’rick’ 7G 
Indédanapolis, June 3. 

Long holiday weekend failed to 
stimulate first-run biz much, the 
annual auto race and other outdoor 
activities getting a heavy play 
However, “God's Little Acre” is 
doing nicely at Loew's, and may 
|hold. “Vertigo” at Circle looms 
just okay while “10 North Fred- 
erick” at Keith’s shapes up well. 
“South Pacific” in seventh week at 
the Lyric, still is big, if below last 
session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 75- 
90\—“Vertigo” (Par). Just okay 
$8,000. Last week, “Fraulein” 
(20th) and “Count Five and Die” 
(20th), $5,000. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 75-90)— 
“Left-Handed Gun” (WB) and 
“Manhunt in Jungle” (WB). Drab 

000. Last week, “Horror of 
Dracula” (U) and “Thing Couldn't 
Die” (U), $7,000. 


“10 North Frederick” (20th). Okay 
$7,000. Last week, “Song of Ber- 
nadette” (20th) (reissue), $3,000. 
Loew's (Loew) (2,427; 75-90)— 
“God’s Little Acre” (UA) and 
| ee Gun in Town” (UA). 
Nice $10,000. Last week, “Cow- | 
|boy” (Col) and “Brothers Rico” 
her $4,500. 

Lyric (C-D) (850; $1.25-$2.20)— 
“South Pacific” (20th) (7th wk) 
| Big $9,000. Last week, $12,000. 


‘Frederick’ Fast 
$10,000 in Omaha 


Omaha, June 3. 
Biz is up slightly this week at 








weekend. “Teacher’s Pet” is the 
most formidable, being socko at 
a| the Omaha. 
iM hefty at the Orpheum. “Too 

Much, Too Soon” shapes fair at the 
| Brandeis. “Haunted Strangler” is 
| just okay at State. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 75-90) — 
| ““Too Much, Too Soon” (WB) and) 
| “Showdown at Boot Hill” (20th). 
Fair $4,000 or near. Last week, 
“Thunder Road” (UA) and “Cross- | 
Up” (UA), $2,500. 

Omaha 
|—*Teacher’s Pet” (Par). Big $7,500. 
Last week, “Left Handed Gun” 
|(WB) and “Manhunt in Jungle” 
| (WB), $3,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,980; 90- 
$1.25) — 
(20th). Strong $10,000 or near. 
Last week, “Fraulein” (20th), 
$5,000 for 6 days at 90c top. 

State (Cooper) (850; 75-90) — 
“Haunted Strangler” (M-G) and 
“Fiend Without Face” (M-G). Okay | 
$4,500. Last week, “Stage Struck” 
| (BV), $3,500. 


‘Spell’ Sluggish $9,000, In 
Frisco; ‘Acre’ Big 106, 2 


San Francisco, June 3. 
Frisco first-run biz is uneven 
currently, with “Vertigo” smash at 

















Little Acre” is rated fancy in sec- 
j}ond United Artists stanza. “Hot 
| Spell” shapes mild at Golden Gate 
| while “From Hell To Texas” is 
|slow at the huge Fox. “Bridge on 
River Kwai” is sturdy in 12th ses- 
| sion at the St. Francis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 90- 
'$1.25)—“Hot Spell” (Par) 
“Cole Younger, Gunfighter” (AA). 
Mild $9,000. Last week, “Girls On 
Loose” 
Young” (Indie), $9,500. 
“From Hell To Texas” (20th) and 
“Count 5 and Die” (20th). Slow 
$10,500. Last week, “10 North 
Frederick” (20th) and “Cattle Em- 
pire” (20th) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Warfield ‘Loew) (2,656; 90-$1.25) 
—‘Sheepman” (M-G) and “Lawless 
Eighties” (Rep) (3d wk). Okay 
$7,000... Last week, $8,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1.25) 
—“Vertigo” (Par). Solid $25,000. 
Last week, “Here To Eternity” 
(Col) (reissue) and “High Flight” 
(Indie), $11,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 90-$1.25) 

—"“Bridge On River Kwai” (Col) 
(12th wk). Sturdy $10,000. Last 
week, same. 

Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1,458: 
$1.75-$2.65)—“Search For Para- 
dise” (Cinerama) (12th wk). Good 
$18,000, helped by 4 extra shows. 
Last week, $14,000. ~ 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 
90-$1.25) — “God's Little Acre” 
(UA) (2d wk). Fancy $10,000. Last 
week, $15,500. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25- 

(Continued on page 10) 





Keith’s (C-D) (1,200; 90-$1.25)— | 


the downtown first-runs, but is 
disappointing since anh strong | current (4th) stanza at the Victoria. 
product on tap and a long holiday | 


“10 North Frederick” | 


(Tristates) (2,066; 75-90) | 


“10 North Frederick” | 


Paramount opening week. “G di 


and | 


(Indie) and “Live Fast, Die | 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— 


Usual Memorial Day holiday 
week business did not quite meas- 
ure up to hopes of many Broadway 
theatre managers, but, of course, 
was a big improvement over recent 
early spring takings. For one thing, 
first-runs had to contend with 
ideal outdoor weather which hurt 
both Saturday and Sunday matinee 
trade. Arty houses on the eastside 
|}were particularly hurt by the 
|exodus over the weekend. 

Money champion is “No Time 
For Sergeants” with stageshow at 
the Music Hall, with a big $155,000 
in sight for initial week. It's 
holding, of course. Ace straight- 
filmer is “Vertigo” which is 
[heading for a smash $45,000 at 
the Capitol opening session. Not 
far behind is “Horror of Dracula,” 
| which looks to hit a loud $26. 000 
} on first week at the Mayfair. ae 
| School Confidential” shapes to ge 
a fine $25,000 in initial State bey 
“Windjammer” looks like sturdy 
$54,000 in current (8th) stanza at 
the Roxy. 
ing for a great $17,000 in fourth 
session at the Astor. 

“Blue Murder at St. Trinians,” 
new arty entry, hit a wow $13,400 
at the Baronet opening frame, sec- 
\"P d best first week gross at house. 

Folies Bergere” hit a nice $10,500 
on first session at the Fine Arts. 

my. ue Frederick” is headin 
$45,000 in second roun 

ky f+ p Romney and naturally 
continues on. “Cry Terror” is down 
to a light $7,000 or thereabouts in 





‘The Vikings” replaces on June 12, 
date on which it opens also at the 
Astor. 

Hard-ticket pix all improved 
over recent weeks mainiy because 
|} of extra shows. “Gigi” pushed to 
a capacity $22,300 in third week at 
the Royale with one added per- 
|furmance. “South Pacific” climbed 
| to boff $48,867 in 10th frame at the 
Criterion, 

“Around World in 80 Days” 
| pushed to a smash $35,000 on 12 
shows at the Rivoli in 85th round 
jat the Rivoli. “Bridge of River 
Kwai” climbed to a great $31,400, 
with one performance added, or 11 
shows, at the Palace. 

“Witness For Prosecution” con- 
tinued to amaze with a big $8,000 
in 85th week at the arty Plaza. 
“Rouge et Noir” still was in like 
category with a fancy $7,400 in 
eighth frame at the arty Trans-Lux 
52d Street. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$2)— 

“Paris Holiday” (UA) (4th wk). 
Present week winding up tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is heading for great $17,- 
}000. Third was $20,000. Stays un- 
it “Vikings” (UA) opens June 12. 

Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25-$1.70) 
—Blue Murder at St. Trinians” 
(Cont) (2d wk). First round ended 
|'Sunday (1) hit wow $13,400, sec- 
‘ond biggest ever at this house. Biz 
|forced house to use extra shows 
both Friday and Saturday (31). 

Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 
—“Vertigo” (Par) (2d wk). Initial 
stanza concluded yesterday (Tues.) 
was smash $45,000 of close, and 
|looks in for run. Pie did terrific 
|trade over Memorial Day week- 
lend, pic proving a magnet from 
| outset. 


| (Criterion (Moss) (1,671; $1.80- 
1$3.50) — “South Pacific” (20th) 
‘llth wk). The 10th frame com- 


| pleted Sunday (1) was boff $48,867, 
being helped by extra perfor- 
mances. Ninth was $37,200. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—Folies Bergere” (Indie) (2d wk). 
First session completed Monday (2) 


was fine $10,500. In ahead, “Long, 
Hot Summer” (20th) (7th wk-10 
days), $8,500, to wind up a solid 
| longrun. 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75)— 
“Peter Pan” (BV) (reissue) (4th 
wk). Third week finished yester- 
day (Tues.) was robust $9,000. 


Second was $12,000. 
ing” (U) set to open June 16. 

Mayfair (Maurer) (1,736; 79- 
| $1.80) —*“Horror of Dracula” (U) 
|(2d wk). First round ended yester- 
day (Tues.) soared to great $26,000 
or near. In ahead, “Long, Hot 
Summer” (20th) (8th wk-5 days), 
$7,000 to wind up a great longrun 
engagement. 

Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
$1.80)—“Stage Struck” (BV) (7th- 
final wk). Sixth week finished yes- 
terday (Tues.) was okay $4,400. 
Fifth was $5,900. “Poor But Beau- 
tiful” (T-L) opens June 10. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; $1-$3) — 
“Bridge on River Kwai” (Col) (25th 
wk). The 24th frame ended yester- 
day (Tues.) was great $31,400 for 





“Paris Holiday” is head- | 


“Happy Feel- | 


‘Sergeants’ Tops Solid Bway, 5G; 
Vertigo’ Lofty 456, ‘Murder’ Wow 
13446, Dracula’ Hot 266, ‘HS.’ 256 


11 performances. The 23d was $29,- 
800 for 10 shows. 

Odeon (Rank) (854; 90-$1.80)— 
“Too Much, Too Soon” (WB) (4th- 
final wk). Current round windin 
tomorrow (Thurs.) looks like sligh 
$5,000 or near. Last week, $7,000. 
“The Law and Jake Wade” (M-G) 
opens Friday (6). 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665: $1- 
$2)\—"“10 North Frederick" (20th) 
(2d wk). This session winding to- 
day (Wed.) looks to get big $45,000, 
First was $53,000. 


Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80) — “God Created Woman” 
(Kings) (33d wk). The 32d round 


ended Sunday (1) was nice $6,800. 
The 31st week, $7,800, 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 





fellers) (6,200: 90-$2.75)—“No Time 
For Serceants” (WB) and stage- 
|show. Initial session winding up 


|today (Wed.) looks like big $155,- 

| 000, Holding. Last week, “Mar- 

| jovie Morningstar” (WB) (5th wk), 
17,000. 


Plaza (Lepert) (525; $1.50-$2)-— 
“Witness For Prosecution” (UA) 
(17th «k’. This round winding up 
tomorrow (Thurs.) is heading for 
big $8,000 or close. The 16th week 
was $9,200. 

Rivoli (UAT) (1.545; $1.25-$3.50) 
—‘‘Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(86th wk). The 85th stanza com- 
pleted yesterday (Tues.) was smash 


‘| $35,000 for 12 performances. The 


84th was $28,000 for 11 shows. 

Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (2,710; $1.75- 
$3.50) — “Windjammer” (NT) (8th 
wk). Present session ending today 
(Wed.) is heading for sturdy $54,- 
000 for 14 performances. The sev- 
enth was $46,000 for 12 shows, 
Stays on, naturally. 

Royale (Loew) (934; $1.50-$3)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (3d wk). This stanza 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) looks 
like capacity $22,300, being helped 
by one extra show. Second was 
$19,300, also capacity but for 10 
performances. 

State (Loew) (3.450; 50-$1.75)— 
“High School Confidential” (M-G), 
Initial round ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) looks to hit a fine $25,000, 
being he!ped by smart bally. Holds 
In ahead, “ffigh Cost of Loving” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $9,500 despite sneak 
previews on several days. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75)— 
“Too Much, Too Soon” (WB) (4th 
wk). Current round is dipping to 
modest $3,500, and won't stay much 
longer. Third was $5.000 

Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 


$1-$1.50)\—"“Rouge et Noir” (DCA) 
(9th wk). Eighth round finished 
Monday (2: was fancy $7,400. Sev- 
enth was $8,700. Stays on. 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50- 
$2)—"Cry Terror” (M-G) (4th wk). 


Looks to hit light $7,000 or close 
in third week ended yesterday 


(Tues.). Second was $10,000, “Vik- 
ings” (UA) opens June 12. 
Warner (SW -Cinerama) (1,600; 


$1.80-$3.50) — “This Is Cinerama”™ 
(Cinerama) (5th wk). Fourth round 
finished Saturday (31) was good 


$21,100 for 12 performances. The 
third was $21,800 for like number 
of shows. 


Vertigo’ Fine $12,000 
In Slow Pitt; ‘Pacific’ 
Stout 116, Texas’ 46 


Pittsburgh, June 3. 

Holiday business generally is 
brutal. Combination of fine weath- 
er, baseball series between Pirates 
and Braves and a generally slack- 
ening pace is playing havoe with 
almost all spots. Only “Vertigo” 
at Penn is surviving the downtown 
doldrums, but it’s rated disappoint- 
ing. Pic comes out after nine days. 

South Pacific” at Nixon is ho!ding 
stoutly. Otherwise, however, the 
blues are heavy, with “From Hell 
| to Texas” at Harris, holdover of 
'“10 North Frederick” at Fulton 
and “Desire Under Elms” at War- 
ner are-doing next to nothing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 85-$1.25)— 
“10 North Frederick” (20th) (2d 
wk). Doing nothing on the h.o., 
ard will be lucky to get even 
$4,000. Last week, $6,500. 

Guild (Green) (500; 99-$1.25)— 
“Paradise Lagoon" (Col) (2d wk). 
One of poorer showings for this ar- 
ter. Down to fair $1,200. Last 
week, $1,400 

Harris (Harris) (2,165; 85-$1.25) 
—“From Hell to Texas,” (20th). 
Generally good notices but not 
helping. Dull $4,000, or just 
about rock-bottom here. Last week, 
“From Here to Eternity” (Col) reis- 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Cincy Uneven But ‘Dracula’ Dandy 
$8,500; ‘Acre’ Solid 86, ‘Pacific’ 136 


Cincinnati, June 3. 

First-runs here are a bit uneven 
this stanza. Outdoor lures in- 
creased over the weekend with 
opening of Coney Island's summer 
season, neighborhood pools and 
44-day racing meet at River 
Downs. “Desire Under Elms” at 


Albee is mild in first week. “Too! 5 


Much, Too Soon” at Palace shapes 
fair. “Horror of Dracula”, how- 
ever, shapes socko at the Grand. 
Hard-ticket “Search for Paradise” 
bids to up hotsy stride at the half- 
vear marker as “South Pacific” 
continues hefty in sixth week at 
suburban Valley Theatre. “God's 
Little Acre” still is robust in sec- 
ond round at Keith's. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25)— 
—“Desire Under Elms” (Par). 
Mild $8,000. Last week, “Hot 
Spell” (Par), $7,500. 

Capitol (SW-Cinerama) (1,376; 
$1.20-$2.65) — “Search for Para- 
dise” (Cinerama) (26th wk). Perk- 
ing for second straight week with 
hotsy $16,500 at half-year post. 
Last week, $15,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 90-$1.25) 
“Horror of Dracula” (U) and 
“Flame Barrier” (U). Sock $8,000 
or near. Last week, “Young Lions” 
(20th) (8th wk), $5,000. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; $0-$1.25)— 
“God's Little Acre” (UA) (2d wk). 
Rousing $8,000. Last week, $10,- 
000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 90-$1.25) 
—"Too Much, Too Soon” (WB). 
Fair $8,000. Last week, “Left- 
Handed Gun ‘WB), $7.500. 

Valley ‘Wiethe) (1,300; $1.50- 
$2.50\—"‘South Pacific (20th) ‘6th 
wk). Close to last week's hefty 
$13,000. 


‘FREDERICK’ GOOD 86, 
PROV.; ‘DRACULA’ $7,000 


Providence, June 3. 

“Paris Holiday” at State is get- 
ting the most money currently but 
it’s only mild, The early beach trek 
is hyrting most spots. However, 
“10 North Frederick at Majestic 
and “Horror of Dracula” at Albee 
are okay. “Desire Under Elms” is 
dull at Strand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-80)— 
“Horror of Dracula” (U) and 
“Thing That Couldn't Die” (‘U). 
Okay $7,000 or near. Last week, 
“Dragstrip Riot” (Indie) and “Cool 
and Crazy” (Indie), $5,000. 

Majestic (SW) ‘2,200; 65-80)— 
“10 North Frederick” (20th) and 
“Diamond Safari” (20th). Cvod 
$8,000. Last week, “Too Much, Too 
Soon” (WB) and “Chase Crooked 
Shadow” (WB), same. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 65-80)— 
“Paris Holiday’ (UA) and “Steel 
Bayonet” (UA). Mild $9,000. Last 
week, “Merry Andrew” (M-G) and 
“Safecracker” (M-G), $6,500. 

Strand (National Realty) (2,200; 
65-80) — “Desire Under Elms” 
(Par). Drab $3,000. Last week, 
“Touch of Evil” (U) and “Flood 
Tide” (U), ditto. 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 9) 
and “Seven Guns to Mesa” (AA), 
$6,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,596; 70-90)— 
“Too Much, Too Soon” (WB) and 
“Manhunt in the Jungle’ (WB). 
Fair $7,000. Last week, on reissues. 

Paramount (Woifberg ‘2,200; 90- 
$1.25)\—"God’s Little Acre” (UA) 
(2d wk). Fancy $10,000. Last week, 
$22,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (930; $1.25-$2.50)— 
“South Pacific’ (20th) (6th wk). 
Big $8,000. Last week, same. 

Victory (Yaeger) (1,323; 75c)— 
“Machine Gun Kelly” ‘AI) and 
“Bonnie Parker Story” (AI). Good 
$2,500. Last week, on subsequents. 

Vogue Art ‘(Sher-Shulman) (442; 
75-90)—"'Sins of Casanova” (Times). 
Fair $1,000. Last week, “Razzia” 
(Kassler), $1,200. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 9) 
$1.50)\—‘‘Fantasia” (BV) (reissue). 
Good $3,400. Last week, “Desire 
Under Elms” (Par) (3d wk), $1,700 











for 5 days. 
Presidio ‘(Hardy-Parsons) (774; 
$1.25-$1.50)—"“Mam’‘zelle _ Pigalle” 


(Indie). Hep $4,000. Last week, 
“Bed 


of Grass” (T-L) (3d_ wk), 
$2,800. 


Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (364; $1.25) 
—"Gate of Hell” (Indie) and “Um- 
berto D” (Indie) (reissues). Good 
$2,700. Last week, “Smiles of 
Summer Night” (Rank) (7th wk), 
$2,200. 


Coronet (United California) 
(1.250; $1.50-$3.75) — “Around 
World In 80 Days” (UA) (75th wk). 
Dandy $12,000. Last weekg $8,800) 


‘Acre’ Whopping $28,000, 
Det.; Vertigo’ Trim 186, 


Detroit, June 3. 








+ Good biz — among — 
towners with a newcomer, “God’s 

LOS ANGELES Little ee a — of 
impetus with a terrific total at 

pe og neo oa the Palms. “Haunted Strangler” 
$6,900. Fox Beverly be our shapes barely okay at the Adams. 
Star, Loyola, Vogue, OuNE8!“Desire Under Elms” is fairly 


Lions” (20th) (7th wk, 5 days), $10,-| satisfactory at Trans-Lux Krim. 
00. | 10 North Frederick” is down in 
Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612;/second round at the Fox. “South 
$1.25-$1.75)—“Spanish Gardener” | Pacific” at United Artists, “Search 
(Rank). Low $3,000. Last week,|for Paradise’ at Music Hall and 
“Desire Under Elms” (Par) (3d wk), | “Bridge on River Kwai” at Madi- 


$1,300. /son eontinue very big. 

Los Angeles, Uptown, Vogue | Estimates for This Week 
(FWC) (2,097; 1,715; 825; 90-$1.25)| Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1.25- 
—“Young Lions” (20th) (Ist mul-/¢1 59) "19 North Frederick” 


tiple run), Los Angeles, Uptown; (20th) and “Blood Arrow” (20th) 

8th wk, Vogue). Okay $14,400. !(2nd_ wk). Sharp dip to fair $13,- 
Hillstreet (RKO) (2,752; 90-$1.50) | 500. Last week, $19,000. 

—"King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) | 

and “Rogue Cop” (M-G) (reissues). $1 


.25-$1.50)—"Vertigo” (Par) and 
Stas S608. \“High Flight” (Col). (2nd_ wk), 
Egyptian (UATC) (1,503; 1.65-| Begins second week today (Tues.). 


$3.30)—“South Pacific” (20th) (2d | Last week, good $18,000. 


wk). Socko $25,500. Last week, | Palms (UD) (2,961; 90-$1.25)— 
$23,200. '“God’s Little Acre” (UA) and 
Orpheum (Metropolitan) (2,213: | «Toughest Gun in Tombstone” 
90-$1.50)—“Macabre” (AA) and) (i;4)” Terrific $28,000. Last week, 
Maca png ree AM oe |S Louis Blues” (Par) and 
ale $4,000. Last week, $9.000. |. : Rae 3 
Downtown, avemere. Hollywood | $1600.” Music Holiday” (Par), 
(SW-FWC) (1,757; 2,344; 756; $1.25- | : e :. : 
$1.50)—“Bridge ‘on River Kwai”| Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25- 


(Col) (ist multiple run) (2d wk). | $1.75/—“Bridge on River Kwai” 


‘Haunted’ 86, ‘Elms’ 636 


Michigan (United Detroit) ‘4,100; | 


Hotsy $30,300. Last week, $39,700. 

Fox Wilshire, Iris, Loyola, Rialto 
(FWC-Metropolitan) (2,296; 825; 
1,248; 839; 90-$1.50)—“God’s Little 
Acre” (UA) (3d wk). Big $22,100. 
Last week, Fox Wilshire, Iris, 
Rialto, $19,300. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 90-$1.50)— 
“Teacher's Pet” (Par) and “Bon- 
jour Tristesse” (Col) (m.o.) (3d wk). 
Stout $3,200. Last week, $3,000. 

Pantages (RKO) (2,815; 90-$1.80) 
—“10 North Frederick” (20th) (4th 
wk). Tepid $5,000. Last week, 
$4,300. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 90-$1.50) 
—"“Goddess” ‘Col) (5th wk). Light 
$1,200. Last week, $1,500. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,408; $1.75- 
$3.50)—“‘Windjammer” (NT) (8th 


wk). Smash $21,500. Last week, 
$18,500. 
Warner Hollywood (SW-Cine- 


rama) (1,384; $1.20-$2.65)—‘‘Seven 
Wonders” (Cine). Started 52d wk 
Sunday (1) after great $16,200 last 
week. 

Carthay (FWC) (1,138; $1.75- 
$3.50)—“‘Around World in 80 Days” 
(UA) (76th wk). Fast $16,000. Last 
week, $17,700. 

Four Star (OATC) (868; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Red and Rlack” (DCA). Soft 
$3,600. 

C-est, 
(800; 540; 
Kamakura” 


Sunset (Lippert-Cohen) 
$1.25-$1.50)—"‘Affair 
(Indie) and “Scarlet 


Week” (Indie). Good $5,500. Last | 


week, “Mam’'zelle Pigalle” (Indie) 
and “So Little Time” (Indie) (3d 
wk), $3,500. 


‘Feeling’ Pleasing 166, 





D.C; ‘Vertigo’ Big 236 


Washington, June 2. 
It’s hard to find many winners 
along town’s main stem this ses- 
sion. Exodus of government work- 


ers for long holiday weekend, com- | 


bined with nice sutdoor weather 
and lack of new film fare, will take 
its toll at the wickets. “This Happy 
Feeling’ at Capitol is pleasing. 
“Vertigo” shapes fine at two houses. 


“God’s Little Acre” continues solid | —‘‘Rouge et Noir” (DCA). Fairish | “Safecracker” 


in second stanza at Keith’s. “God 
Created Woman” is bouncing back 
in 30th week at Plaza. “South 
Pacific’ looms solid at the Uptown 
in ninth round. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador - Metropolitan (SW) 
(1,490; 1,000; 90-$1.25) — “Vertigo” 
(WB). Sock $23,000. Last week 
“Left-Handed Gun” (WB), $10,000. 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 85-$1.25)— | 


“This Happy Feeling” (U). Pleas- 
ing $16,000. May stay. Last week, 


“Sheepman” (M-G), $13,000 in 8) 


days. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,850; 85-$1.25)— 
“God's Little Acre” (UA) (2d wk). 
Socko $13,000 after big $19,000 
opener. Stays. 

Palace (Loew) (2,350; 90-$1.25)— 
“10 North Frederick” (20th) (2d 
— So-so $10,000 after $13,000 in 
rst. 


Plaza (T-L) (276; 90-$1.50)—"God | 


Created Woman” (Kings) (30th wk). 


Bounced back to solid $4,000 after | 


$3,500 last week. Stays. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; $1.25-$2)— 
“Bridge on River Kwai” (Col) (12th 
wk). Lofty $9,000 after $10,000 last 
week. Holds on. 


Uptown (SW) (1,000; $1.25-$3)— 


“South Pacific’ (20th) (9th wk). 
Fine $12,000. Last week, .$10,000. 
Stays on. 

(1,300; 


Warner (SW-Cinerama) 


$1.20-$2.40) — “Search for Para- 





dise” (Cinerama) (22d wk). Firm 
$10,000 for second consecutive 
week, Jruareqgol] viatk | 


|(Col) (13th wk). Great $9,500. Last 
| week, $10,000. 

| Breadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500; 
| 90-$1.25) — “Pagans” (AA) and 
|“Hong Kong Affair” (AA). Starts 
|today (Tues.). Last week, “Ma- 
chine Gun Kelly” (AI) and “Bon- 
|nie Parker Story” (AI) okay $11,- 
| 700. : 

| United Artists (UA) (1,667; $1.25- 
$3)—"“South Pacific’ (20th) (8th 
wk). Socko $16,000. Last week, 
| $16,800. 

| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 90-$1.25) 

—‘“Haunted Strangler’ (M-G) and 
“Fiend Without Face” (M-G). Oke 
$8,000. Last week, “Sheepman” 
(M-G) and “Blonde Blackmailer” 
(UA) (2nd wk), $6.500. 

Music Hall ‘SW-Cinerama) (1,- 
205; $1,20-$2.65)— ‘Search for 
| Paradise” (Cinerama) (17th wk). 
Swell $17,600. Last week, $17,000. 

Trans-Lux Krim_ (Trans-Lux) 
90-$1.65)—“Desire Under 
Elms” (Par). Okay $6,500. Last 
|week, “God Created Woman” 
| (Kings) (19th wk), $6.500. 


CHICAGO 


Continued from page 9) 


(1,000; 





|“Young and Wild” (Rep). Good 
$5,000. Last week, “Flesh is 
| Weak” (DCA) and “Blonde in 


Bondage” (DCA), $5,800. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 90-$1.50) 

“This Happy Feeling” (U). Bright 
$21,000. Last week, “I Married a 
Wo 
| (2nd wk), $13,500. 
Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,434; 
$1.25-$3.40)\— “Search for Para- 
dise” (Cinerama) ‘7th wk). Good 
$24,300. Last week, $24,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.400; 90-$1.80) 
| —“10 North Frederick” (20th) (2d 
| wk). Hot $16,000. Last week, $24,- 


| State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 90- 
$1.80—“Bridge on River Kwai” 
(Col) (12th wk). Warm $17,500. 
Last week, $16,500. 

| Surf (H&E Balaban) (685, $1,50) 


$4,500. Last week, “Cast a Dark 
| Shadow” (DCA) $2,300. 

| Todd’s Cinestage (Todd) (1,036: 
$1.75-$3.30) “Around World” 
|(UA) (61st wk). Sold $17,500. 
| Last week, $16,500. 

| United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 90- 


$1.50'\— “‘God’s Little Acre” (UA) | 


| (3d wk). 
| $23.000. 
| Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 90- 
| $1.50) — “Vertigo” (Par). Wham 
$35,000. ast week, “Maracaibo” 

(Par), $10.000. 
World (Teitel) (606; 90)—“Bol- 
shoi_ Ballet” (Rank) (4th wk). 
Sockeroo $5,000. Last week 
$1.25) 


$5.800. 
Ziegfeld (Dowd) 
$6,900. 
Black” 


Wow $19,000, Last week 


(585; 
“Razzia” (Kassler). Stout 
Last week, “Snow Was 
(Cont.) (2d wk). $4.000. 


BALTIMORE 


‘Continued from page 9) 
$1.25) — “Desire Under Elms” 
(Par). Nice $3,500. Last week, 
| “Devil’s General” (DCA) (2d wk), 
$3,000. 

Stanley (Fruchtman) (3,200; 50- 
$1.25\—“God’s Little Acre” (UA). 
| Tall $16,000 or over. 








| 7 Last week, 
| “Long, Hot Summer” (20th) (3d 
| wk), $6,000. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,125; 50- 


| $1.25)—"Haunted Strangler” (M- 
|G) and “Fiend Without Face” (M- 
|G). Slow $4,700. Last week “Cry 
i Terror” (MG)) $4@00) 1) pas 


Continued 








any rate, Par, which was the last 
to unload the pre-’48 lineup, will 
not be among the first to part with 
the newer production. 

The point was clear. The thea- 
trical features were a boon: to tv 
in light of the need for 16 hours 
of daily programming, and these 
features are running out. So where 
does tv go from here? 

Balaban put it this way: “With 
production costs of live program- 
ming rising constantly, television 
would seem to be facing some 
serious problems. What happens to 
television is bound to affect the 
| motion picture industry — favor- 
lably or unfavorably—as it has in 
past.” (Any observer of the show 
business scene might have foot- 
noted that tv in its prime was 
murder on the picture boxoffice, 
and any decline of tv could have a 
lreverse favorable effect.) 
Diversification 


As for the Par future, Balaban 
| noted the variety of directions the 
company is taking and progressing 
with, and stressed that for the 
time being, at least, the stress is 
on feature film production for 








| theatres, There could be no doubt, | 


| though, that tollvision is in the 


national Telemeter System. The 
picture business is heading for 
three mediums, he added, these 
beina theatres, free tv, and toll. 

Picking up a question at the an- 
nual meeting of Par investors, 
Louis A. Novins. head of Tele- 
meter, said the failure of toll video 
in Bartlesville, Okla., had the 
effect of confirming what Par had 
felt right along. He complimented 
the Henry Griffing interests in 
Bartlesville for their confidence in 
the medium and ingenuity they put 
into their experiments, but noted 
that the approach was wrong, just 
as Griffing himself admitted. Sub- 
scribers simply don’t want to pay 
for toll tv on a flat-fee basis and 
strictly only for motion pictures. 
The Telemeter system, he insists, 
is the right way because it gives 
the livingroom spectator freedom 


BOSTON 


(Continued from page 8) 
$25,000. Last week, “Hot Spell” 
(Par) and “St. Louis Blues” (Par), 
$13,000. 





“Cry Terror” (M-G) and “Handle 
With Care” (M-G). Slick $11,000. 
Last week, “Lineup” (Col) and 
“High Flight” (Col), $6,000. 
Saxon (Sack) (1,000; $1.50-$3.30) 
—‘“South Pacific” (20th) (8th wk). 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (730; 75-$1.25)— 


ous Breed” (Indie). Oke $4,000. 
Last week, “Untamed Mistress” 
(Indie) and “Daughter of Horror” 
(Indie), $3,800. : 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 75-$1.25) 





|—“Sheepman” (M-G) and “Ft. 
| Bowie” (UA). Happy $17,500. Last 
|week, “Thunder Road” (UA) and 


“Close Up” (UA), $14,000. 
State (Loew) (3,600; 75-$1.25)— 





|“God’s Little Acre” (UA) and 

|“Toughest Gun in Tombstone” 

\(UA). Sock $22.000. Last week, 

(M-G) and “Un- 

|derwater Warrior” (M-G), $8,000. 
PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 9) 


sue), a big disappointment at 
$4,500. 

Nixon (Rubin) (1,500; $1.25-$3)— 
“South Pacific’ (20th) (9th wk). 
Has been more than holding its 
own, In the general fall-out, it’s 
also suffering but not as much. 
| Dropping down to fast $11,000. 
Last week, $12,000. 

Penn (UA) (3,300; 85-$1.25)— 
| “Vertigo” (Par), 





| the holiday. Should come close to 
| $12,000, about best around but it 
stays only nine days. Last week, 
“The Sheepman” (M-G) $6,000. 

Squirrel Hill (SW) (900; 99-$1.25) 
—“The Goddess” ‘Col) (3d wk). 
Way out in front with solid $3,300. 
Last week, $3,900. 

Stanley (SW) (3,800; 85-$1.25)— 
“Too Much, Too Soon” (WB). Lit- 
tle interest in Diana Barrymore au- 
tobiography. Dismal $4,500, if that. 
Last week, 
(WB), $3,000 in 5 days. 

Warner (SW) (1,500; 85-$1.25)— 
“Desire Under Elms” (Par). House 
has been doing little since switch- 
ing to regular policy following its 
long Cinerama tenure. Shutting 
down tomorrow (Wed.) for three 
weeks. Thin $3,500. Last week, 
“Hot Spell” (Par) and “Maracai- 
bo” (Par), $2,500. ‘<oi i6 1£2 





| future, via Par’s 90%-owned Inter- | 


Pilgrim (NET) (1,000; 60-$1.10)— | 


Sizzling $22,000. Last week, $20,- | 
man” (U) and “Flood Tide” (U) | 900. 
“Desert Warrior” (Indie) and “Vici- | 


The only thing in | 
}town showing any strength over | 


“Left-Handed Gun” 


————_ 


Sy 


TV Having Its Problems 


ro ee 
of choice through the installation 
of meters and this choice, along 
with pictures, includes sports 
!events and other programming. 
Been Through It Before 

| As it has many times in past, 
commented Balaban, the picture 
trade is going through what the 
newspapers headline in sensational 
fashion as an era of panic. But 
there have been rough times bes 
fore and will be again, and the 
Par tonkick is not going along 
with the crepe-hangers. As a 
matter of fact, he said, the studio 
has the continuing okay to move 
underway with any production that 
looks promising and the ceiling 
has been substantially lifted on 
costs. 

Another source revealed that 
Par paid $320,000 for rights to the 
;new Han Suyin novel, “The Moun- 
| tain Is Young,” which is an unusu- 
|ally high amount for this outfit to 

lay out. Miss Suyin’s previous 
literati effort was “Love Is a 
| Many-Splendored Thing.” 

| It's become a blockbuster busi- 
ness, said Balaban of Hollywood, 
and the outstanding one of the lot 
is Par’s .“10 Commandments,” 
|; with a rental gross in the United 
States and Canada already exceed- 
ing $20,000,000. The prez declined 
|to predict the ultimate global 
tally, 

His point was that the big pic- 
tures are raking in more than ever 
| before but the moderate-level 
|entries are on the decline. So Par 
| (like other companies) i+ looking 
|for the blue-chip enterprises and 
is faced with the risks of added 
costs and the problems of assem- 
| bling the important talent ingre- 
| dients—including story, cast, 
| director, producer, etc. 

Other Par Business 

On other Par fronts, as detailed 
|}at the meeting of stockholders— 
| Ownership of 888,000 shares of 
the Famous Players-Canadian cir- 
cuit, on the basis of current mar- 
ket price, equals $10 per share for 





'each share of Par outstanding 
| stock; 
The Autometric subsidiary, 


which deals in a mechanical brain- 
type of operation, is expanding 
with orders from the Armed 
| Forces and several industrial org- 
| anizations; 

DuMont Laboratories is making 
substantial progress with develop- 
ment of the Lawrence color tv 
tube, which is controlled by Par. 
Par v.v. Paul A. Raibourn relaved 
the report that the no production 
problems in this tube, which is 
designed to substantially reduce 
| the cost of tinted tv for the con- 
sumer, is “abnormal” and_ re- 
ceivers should be ready by the 
year’s end; 

Metropolitan Broadcasting (22°- 
owned by Par and formerly called 
CuMont Broadcasting) is now op- 
erating profitably after vears of 





in-the-red. DuMont Lab (26%- 
owned by Par) has been “ex- 
tremely hard hit” in 1958 and 


there are suggestions of a merger 
or consolidation with another 
outfit; a 

| Par-Sunset studio in Hollyweod, 
'in addition to leasing facilities to 
jtv producers, is now underway 
| with a program of its own pro- 
duction for sale to tv; 

Arrangements are now being 
completed to get Telemeter “off 
| the ground” in two U.S. communi- 
ties and one in Canada by Jan. 1, 
1959; 

The Dot Records subsid had 
| been going fine but felt the slump 
experienced by the entire platter 

industry in the past _ several 
| months; 

About $1,700,000 expectedly will 
be realized shortly from the sale 
of all rights to all cartoons and 
| shorts in the library; 
Approximately 950 acres of 
| Coast property are set for oil drill- 
|ing in a tieup with the Union Oil 
|Co., and the potential could be 
| considerable; 

There’s a reserve fund of $16,- 
| 000,000 ‘said treasurer James 
| Richardson) and Par is free to 
move in any direction with it. 

Topper of the meeting came 
| with a query on what Cecil B. 
| DeMille’s figures as a followup to 
“Commandments,” which cost $13,- 
000,000 to make. Replied Balaban: 
“DeMille is coming in next week 
and we'll discuss it. But we don’t 
| want to go for that much money 
| again. It’s too much wear and 
itepr.2] #a¢2 £4£NO) fad d hy 
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C’S BATTLE BLOCK BOOKINGS 





Paris Ist-Run Biz Well Ahead of 
Last Season; Kwai, 


Paris, June 3. 

Boxoffice grosses at Paris first- 
runs for the 1957-58 film season 
show a definite increase over pre- 
vious years. This is rated a good 
overall indication since Paris ac- 
counts for 30% of the French film 
biz and sets the trend generaily for 
all of France. There were three 
Yank pix among the top 15 gross- 
ers, and all are war pix. There 
was one Italo film and one English 
pic among the toppers. These pix 


drew from 150,000 to 300,000 at- 
tendance in their first-runs. The 
alltime moneymaker is “Bridge on 
River Kwai” (Col) with 486,765 
patrons, followed, far down the 


list, by “Farewell to Arms” (20th), 
133,139, and “Young Lions” 


with 
(20th) with 151,765. However, in 
the case of “Lions,” it was still in 
very early in its run. Hence, these 
figures do not reflect the film’s 
real potential. Well over the 350,- 
000 may see the pie before it hits 
secondary situations. 

The Italo pie was “Cabiria” and 


the Anglo entry Charles Chaplin's 
“A King in New York” (Attica). 
The French toppers were “Pot 
Bouille” (The Lovers’ (Hakim), “Le 
Triporteur” (The Delivery Boy), 
“A Pied, A Cheval Et En Voiture” 
(On Foot, On Horseback and by 
Car), “Maigret Tend Un Piege” 
(Maigret Lays a Trap), the Brigitte 
Bardot starrer “Une Parisienne”; 


“Retour De Manivelle” (Turn of 
Wheel), H. G. Clouzot’s “Les 
Espions” (The Spies), “Nathalie” 
and a Fernandel vehicle, “Le 


Chomeur De Clochemerle” (The 
Unemployed Man of Clochemerle). 

Other Yank pix which rated high 
were “Witness for Prosecution” 
(UA) “Pardners” (Par), “Bonjour 
Tristesse” (Col), “Funny Face” 


(Par), “Gunfight at O. K. Corral”! 


(Par), “Island in Sun _ (20th), 
“Prince and Showgirl” (WB), “The 
Killing” (RKO), “Enemy Below” 
(20th), “The Vintage” (M-G), “Fla- 
manco” (Par), and “Tin Star” (Par). 
“10 Commandments” (Par), “Around 
the World in 80 Days” (UA) and 
Cinerama are all still holding fine. 





Arg. Cinema Unions in 
Two Cities To Strike 
If Get No Wage Tilt 


Buenos Aires, May 27. 

Film theatre personnel includ- 
ing operators, ushers and elec- 
tricians are demanding emergency 
wage increases of $25 monthly 
(plus family stipends for each 
child), which exhibitors here can’t 
pay unless admission prices are 
boosted. As a result they declared 
they would strike for “an indef- 
inite time” in all theatres here, 
those of the province of La Plata 
city, rejecting any negotiations 
with management. Exhibs vainly 
pleaded for a postponement since 
the strike coincided with release 
of several native pix. Workers had 
already postponed this strike a 
week, not to mar the presidential 
inauguration week. - 

The Entertainment Workers’ Un- 
fon advised vaudeville workers not 
to join the strike, charging that 
it was fomented artifically by the 
exhibs themselves as part of a 
plan to force through cinema ad- 
mission increases. Exhibitors still 
hoped for a settlement which 
would avoid the strike. 

There are 2,000 theatres in the 
country, employing 30,000 persons, 
and the walkout for higher wages 
may spead to all communities thus 
bringing to a head the price gim- 
mick left unsolved by the provi- 
sional government. 

A recent exhibitor manifesto 
qualified the provisional govern- 
ment's treatment of them as “gross 
injustice,” adding that last year 
over 75,600,000 people went to the 
200 central Buenos Aires film the- 
atres, with municipal taxes alone 
absorbing $2,500,000 of the $12,- 
500,000 gross. Apart from taxes, 
the municipality demande from ex- 
hibters cash deposits in escrow, 
which are a species of forced loan. 

Of the 2c charged at first-runs 
one-forr*h covers taxes. In’ nxtdi- 


"Arms, ‘Lions Top 
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Ruth Slenczynska’s Tour 


Ruth Slenezynska, American con- 
cert pianist currently on her first 
Latin-American tour, returns to 
New York July 2 for an all-Tschai- 
kovsky program under the baton 
of Pierre Monteux at Lewisohn 
Stadium. Her south-of-the-border 
trek opened Friday (30) in Ciudad 
Trujillo, capital of the Dominican 
Republic. 

Pianist’s four-week Latino tour 
will take her to key cities in Argen- 
tina, Brazil and Uruguay. At Bu- 
enos Aires’ Teatro Colon between 
June 18 and 29th she'll present a 
cycle of three all-Chopin recitals. 


New UFA Grows 
Via Fresh Talent 


Frankfurt, May 27. 

UFA, the monopoly of Ge ‘man 
theatres, production and distribu- 
tion which grew to its height in 
the late °30’s and was supposed 
to have been broken up by the Al- 
lies at the end of the war, like the | 
phoenix is arising from the ashes | 
via fresh new blood. 

UFA has just released its 1957 
profit and loss sheet, including 
figures for the UFA Theatre Group 
(headquartered in Duesseldorf), 
and the Universum Film Corp. of 
Berlin, saying that this year, for 
the first time, the new UFA will 
produce its own films for the mar- 
ket. 

The UFA Theatre chain now 
controls 50 houses, five owned out- 
right, 35 rented, and 10 with par- 
ticipating interests, in key cities 
of Germany, with a total of about 
44,000 seats. 

Business in the cinemas dropped 
an average of 3.6% in 1957 from 
the returns of the previous year. 
Despite. this, the theatre chain 
showed a profit of 42,000 German 





-| marks (about $10,000) last year, 


even in the face of outlays for ex- 
pansion. Universum Films showed 
a loss last year because of its ex- 
pansion. Jt is not known when 
dividends will be paid on stock is- 
sued by either company. 

Films released by UFA were 
very successful, and in the month 
of February this year, UFA films 
were playing in 23 countries, in- 
cluding Israel, Greece, Iran, Hong- 
_kong, Formosa, Japan, and the Eu- 
ropean and Scandinavian coun- 
tries. 


‘od ‘Trapp Family’ Pic 


To Be Filmed in U.S. 


Frankfurt, May 27. 

The Utz Utermann production 
team has just flown to the U. S. to 
start the pre-production work on 
a new Gloria Film, “Die Trapps 
in Amerika” (The Trapps in Amer- 
ica), based on the life of the musi- 
cal Trapp Family. 

First film, “Die Trapp Familie,” 
was a big success in Germany, and 
also was a Gloria release here. 
Ruth Leuwerik again will play the 
lead. Expected that the shooting 
in New York will require about 
three weeks. It is scheduled to 
start filming in June. 

















Yugoslavs at Sadler’s 
London, June 3. 

Ballets 1958 Des Etoiles De 
Paris, formed two years ago 
by Yugoslav dancer Milorad 
Miskoviteh and Irene Lidova, 
start a two week season at the 
Sadler's Wells Theatre on 
June 17. Will present two pro- 
grams, each comprising four 
items. 

Although this will be their 
first English stage appearance, 
they were in London earlier in 
the year when they were fea- 
tured in Granada-TV's “Chel- 
sea at Nine.” .))..:* ,° 84 





ISFEN AS EXCUSING 


c\ | Road of Wiltea? Conhal 


THEATRE MORALS 


Frankfurt, June 3. 

German distributors have 
reached a compromise solution in 
their dispute with the Roman 
Catholic Church over the practice 
of blind and block booking. 

The Church has long maintained 
that block booking forces exhibi- 





tors to take films which are “harm- 
ful” and sometimes against their | 
conscience. Its opposition has gone | 





London Film Biz Nice Despite Bus 
Strike; Horror Dracula’ Smash 136, 





Creek’ Fancy 106, 34, ‘Camp’ Ditto 


Soho Fair Beauty Contest 


London, June 3. 
Jayne Mansfield will be one of 
the judges of this years’ Soho Fair 
Beauty contest on July 5. Other 


so far that, at one point, it tried to judges include Bob Goldstein, 20th- 


have a provision against block 
booking written into the West Ger- | 
man cartellization law. 

According to Horst v. Hartlieb, | 
head of the German distributors 
group, the Church has said that it 
doesn’t want local censership (it | 
has a voice on Germany’s self- 
control -board) but must protect 
the conscience of theatremen. 

Hartlieb now has proposed that, 
whenever cases arise where an ex- 
hibitor is troubled with a bad con- 
science for having to play certain 
films of which the Church disap- 
proves, he should inform the 
Church, which in turn would sub- 
mit a list to the distributors. Latter 
would then be willing to make ad- 
justments. So far, only two cases 
of this kind have come up. 


2 Tokyo Circuits 
Form Solid Front 


Tokyo, May 27. | 

Competing producing and dis-| 
tributing companies Toho and Sho- | 
chiku are joining forces to form a) 
solid front against declining b.o. 
receipts of foreign pictures in 
Tokyo. Plan calls for the regroup- | 
ing of the six-theatre TY chain, | 
the six-theatre Toho CinemaScope | 
chain and the five-theatre Shochi- | 
ku Yoga chain into two circuits of | 
seven houses each. Foreign films | 
are currently released in Tokyo at 








sent into general release. General | 
release houses have been hurt the 
most. 

Reorganization will aim at pro- 
hibition of the same bills at houses | 
in same neoghborhood. Desire is 
also to book double-features of two 
new releases rather than one new 
and one old, as now. Exhibitors 
say they are prepared to share part 
of publicity costs in exchange for | 
reduction of rentals. 

At present, indie distribs such as 
Towa, Eihai, NCC, Shingaiei and 
Italifilm are said to be in agree- | 
ment, but U. S. majors are opposed 
to tie-ups with other distribs in| 
twin bills. Latter feeling is held) 
unrealistic in some quarters, how- | 
ever, as import restriction of 16) 
prints per picture makes double- | 
featuring by the same distributor | 
difficult. 


Juano Hernandez Quits 
His Native Puerto Rico 





San Juan, June 3. 

Juano Hernandez, Puerto Rico's 
biggest resident showbiz personal- 
ity shuttered his school here last 
week and left for Europe with his | 
son. | 
Though honored by the govern- 
ment here and unanimously voted 
about $35,000 for scholarships by | 
the legislature, actor did not accept | 
the moola. Rift developed from | 
differences of opinion re teaching | 
methods and techniques. Govern- | 
ment money had strings attached | 
and Hernandez was unwilling to) 
alter his curriculum. 
Hernandez expects to move to 
Hollywood in the fall. | 


John Bransby Productions Lid. 
has been authorized to conduct a 
motion picture business in New 
| York, with capital stock of $100,- 
000, $100 par value. Directors in- 
clude John Bransby and -Dudley 


‘goes 











Fox British production topper; 
holiday camp kingpin Billy Butlin, 
and Jack Cardiff, ex-cameraman 
turned director. 


Prizes include a 20th-Fox screen | 


test. 


Yank Pix to New 
Records in Italy 


Rome, May 27. 

Yank product, according to cur- 
rent indications, appears headed 
for a clean sweep of Italian sea- 
sonal boxoffice figures, thanks to 
the very strong showing of a 
group of pix released this spring. 
Unofficial figures to date find the 
Italo-made, but Paramount-re- 
leased “War and Peace” far in the 
lead, followed by another Par pic, 
“10 Commandments,” which is 
breaking records at almost every 
stop but only in key dates so far. 

Next in line is “Sayonara” (WB), 
followed in order by “Peyton 
Place” (20th), “Farewell to Arms” 
(20th), “Sun Also Rises (20th) and 
“Pal Joey” (Col), Last-named has 
reached unusually high figures in 
this country, where musicals usu- 
ally are not too popular at the 

xoffice. 

Following is another U.S. film, 
“The Young Lions” (20th). Early 
figures on “Bridge on River Kwai” 
(Col) indicate it'll be another rec- 





13 roadshow theatres first and then | ord-setter of sorts here, while unre- 


leased grosses of “Around the 
World in 80 Days” (UA) are also 
high. 

Bringing up the rear, though 
still over the good total are such 


| Italo-mades as “Vacanze a Ischia” 


(Rizzoli) and “Ladro Lui, Ladra 
Lei” (Cei-Incom), followed by the 
British-made “Prince and Show- 
girl” (WB) and the French-made 
“La Parisienne,” starring Brigitte 


Bardot. 





NATKE Wins Boost 
For Distrib Workers 
London, June 3. 

A wage hike of 712% for em- 
ployees in film distribution has 
been agreed between the Kinema- 
tograph Renters Society and the 
National Assoc. of Theatrical and 
Kine Employees. 

The pact, which is retroactive to 
April 14, also includes changes 
relating to hours of work and holi- 
days. 





For Europe, Hollywood SS 


Curb on U.S. Italo Ads? 


Major film companies are 
discussing a proposal to ar- 
bitrarily limit their advertis- 
ing expenditures in Italy. Idea 
originated in Rome and is be- 


ing mulled by the board in 
Gotham. 
Reasoning is that “exces- 


sive” advertising by some of 
the Yank outfits in Italy has 
forced others to go to unrea- 
sonable length in order to 
compete. This is particularlly 
true in the area of posters. 
Proposa! is to limit the size of 
posters on any American film. 
Similar restriction applied to 
the companies in Germany for 
some years. Whether the board 
will okay the limitation in 
Italy is uncertain. Its’ agreed 
that a similar move in the 
States probably would end up 
in the antitrust division of the 
Justice Department. woe" 


London, May 27. 

The London bus strike, now in 
its fourth week, does not appear to 
have hurt first-run business, and, - 
indeed, over the Whitsuntide holl- 
days, returns were better than 
ever. New entries as well as the 
blockbusting holdovers were tak- 
ing in the big money. 

Qne notable feature about the 
current first-run product lineup is 
that indie British producer James 
Carreras currently has three of 
his pix on view and all are doing 
standout biz.. “Horror of Dracula” 
gave the Gaumont its best-ever 
holiday weekend, with over $10,100 
in its first five days and prospects 
of a smash $13,000 or more on the 
first full frame. At the London 
Pavilion, “Camp on Blood Island” 
in sixth session looks great $10,000. 
“Up the Creek” hit a fancy $10,000 





in its third Warner week, a hefty 
improvement on _ the _ previous 
| stanza. 

Among the holdovers. “Seven 


|Wonders of World” continues in 
|fine shape with a stout $24,000 in 
its 12th Casino frame; “Around the 
World in 80 Days” hit a solid $12,- 
600 in its 47th Astoria round; 
“South Pacific” finished its fifth 
Dominion week with a mighty $18,- 
500; 


Estimates for Last Week 
Astoria (CMA) (1474: $1.20- 
$2.15) “Around World” (UA) (47(h 
wk), Stout $12,600; after $10,000 in 


previous week. 

Carlton (20th) (1,128; 70-$2.15)— 
“Young Lions” (20th) (5th wk). 
Fine $6,000 after $9.500 in pre- 


vious week. “Long, Hot Summer” 
420th) preems June 5. 

Casino (Indie (1,337; 70-$2.15)— 
“Seven Wonders” (Robin) (12th 
wk). Smash $24,000, with capacity 
at most performances. 

Dominion (CMA) (1,712; $1.05- 
$2.26) “South Pacific’ (20th) (5th 
wk). Fancy $18.500, with capacity 
at all evening performances. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 55-$1.70) 
“Moonraker” (APB) (ist wk). Neat 
$11,000 or near. “Raintree County” 
(M-G) opens June 2. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500: 50-$1.70) 
—“Horror of Dracula” (Rank). 
Hitting new b.o. record here, with 
prospects of great $13,000 or more 
opening week. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,376; 50-$1.70)—“St. Louis Blues” 
(Par). Steady $10,000 or near. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 
50-$1.70)—“Camp on Blood Island” 
(Col) (6th wk). Great $10,000 or 
more, exceptional for length of 
run. Fifth was $9,500. “Run Silent, 
Run Deep” (UA) follows June 6. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70)—“Stazge Struck” 
(RKO) (2nd wk). Bright $9,800 or 
near; hit $10,400 opening frame. 
“The Key” (Col) opens with Royal 
preem May 29. 

Oden, Marble Arch (CMA) (2.- 
200; 50-$1.70)——“‘Another Time, An- 


other Place” (Par) (3rd wk‘. Mod- 
est $3,300 or’ near. “The Big 
Money” (Rank) and “Heart of a 


|Child” (Rank) preem May 29. 
Odeon, Tottenham Court Road 
(CMA) (1,800; 70-$2.15))—“‘Wind- 
jammer” (Cinemiracle) (2nd wk), 
Below expectations at around $10,- 





Plaza (Par) (1,902; 
“10 Commardments” 


95-$2.80)— 
(Par) (26th 


wk). Down to around $11,000, but 
|good for length of run. Theatre 
|dispensing with live orch which 
jhad been featured as additional 
attraction and which represented 
substantial tax cut, as from next 
week. 

“| Rialto (20th) (592; 59-$1.30:.— 
“Cry Terror” (M-G) (2nd wk), 
| Brisk ($4,500. First was $5,100. 
“Manhunt” (20th) follows June 5. 





Ritz (M-G) (432; 50-$1.30)\—“The 
|Sheepman” (M-G) (4th wk). Solid 
$4,600 
Warner (WB) (1,785; 50-$1.75)— 
|““Up the Creek” (WB) (3rd wk). 
Stout $10,000. Second was $8,800. 
“Marjorie Morningstar” (WB) bows 
[jMazjore Morni IMOL12 put 
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Big Party Launches Proud Rebel 


Goldwyn Is at Pains to Explain His Kind of ‘Rebels’ 
To Georgians 


?- 


Atlanta, June 3. 
Buena Vista Film Distributing 
Co. Inc. shot the works in its 
effort to get Samuel Goldwyn Jr., 
production “Proud Rebel” off the 
ground in style at world premiere 
at Rialto Theatre Wednesday (28). 


Buena Vista provided the stars 
of the picture, Olivia deHavilland 
and Alan Ladd, as well as pro- 
ducer Goldwyn and Ladd’s son, 
David, who is “introduced” in the 
film. In addition, King, a canine 
actor with a prominent role, was 
here and helped cops outside thea- 
ter keep trafffe moving prior to 
start of program. Photogs bore 
down on mutt. 

Klieg lights and a couple of high 
school bands complete with leggy 
majorettes, gave premiere the bal- 
lyhoo touch and spectators lined 
Forsyth and Luckie Streets inter- 
section, site -of Rialto, couple of 
hours before show started. 


Premiere was sponsored by 
Salvation Army and Ladies 
Auxiliary of Tent No. 21, At- 


lanta Variety Club, Rialto seats 
1000 and premiere tickets sold 
for $5 each, meaning that charity 
project, Mountain View Summer 
Camp, near Hapeville, Ga., profited 
to the tune of $5.000. 

Miss DeHavilland was accom- 
panied to Atlanta by her husband, 
Pierre Galante. executive editor of 
Paris Match, the French news-pic- 
ture magazine. Reporters sought 
cut Galante for clarification of the 
worsening French situation. 

Sue Carroll, former star of silent 
screen days and the wife of Alan 
Ladd, also accompanied the male 
Ladds to Atlanta. 

Ray Moore, WSB-TV news direc- 
tor, was emcee of stage activities 
prior to screening of pic. He in- 
troduced Mayor William B. Harts- 
field, who was mayor of Atlanta 
back in December, 1939. when the 
daddv of all premieres, that of Da- 
vid O. Selznick’s production of 
home town Margaret Mitchell's 
“Gone With the Wind.” Hizzoner 
recalled that Miss deHavilland (she 
was cast as Melanine in GWTW) 
was here for the weeklong festivi- 
ties surrounding the premiere and 
welcomed her back with pretty 
compliments. (GWTW debut was 
such a lavish extravaganza that all 
subsequent premieres have fallen 
far 
Selznick and cohorts in that lush 
era.) Nevertheless. Miss deH, the 
two Ladds and Goldwyr got a 
warm reception from the crowded 
house 

In addition to local press, Buena 
Vista had as their guests film 
evitics from newspapers in other 
Deep South cities. Also invited was 
Henry McLemore, the syndicated 
columnist. 

Atlanta critics were kind to 
“Proud Rebel,” which was directed 
by Michael Curtiz, and has running 
time of 103 minutes. Space de- 
voted to premiere by papers was 
considerable. 

That Yankee theme (the locale 
of “Proud Rebels” is Illinois after 
the War Between the States) had 
producer Goldwyn a wee bit wor- 
ried, too. ‘He explained that the 
title did not pertain to the war 
‘Southerners, despise to hear the 
1861-65 conflict referred to as a 
rebellion—and they don't like 
Civil War worth a hoot, either). 
Characters in his picture, Goldwyn 
snelled out, are “Rebels within 
themselves” and title has nothing 
to do with the nart of the country 
in which they lived. 





12th Rank Ballroom 


Supplants Pix House 
London, May 27. 

The 12th Rank Organization lux- 
ury ballroom has been opened at 
Newport, Monmouthshire. It re- 
places a defunct picture theatre 
known, until recently as the Trede- 
gar Hall, which began as a silent 
pix house. 

Ballroom boasts a two-tier buffet 
and self-service bar and luxurious 
decor. This opening brings the 
number of dance halls operating in 
Britain on a Rank stake to 31, of 
which 19 are run as Victor Silves- 
ter Dance Studios. Three more 
are unveiling shortly.’ 

When plans for the dance halls 
were revealed a year ago it was 
stated there eventually would be 
a total of 100. 





short of yardstick set up by} 


189 in Producers Guild 
Hollywood, June 3. 

A record high membership 
of 189 has been recorded by 
Screen Producers Guild, it’s 
reported by prexy Carey Wil- 
son. 

SPG has 178 full members 
and 11 associate members, said 
Wilson. 


Fairyland Opened, 








5-4, to Ozoner 


Kansas City, June 3. 

Plans are going ahead for a new 
drive-in theatre to be built in! 
Fairyland Park in the city’s south- | 
east sector. John Monroe, an 
architect who declined to name his 
client, last week said plans will be 
submitted for the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment to consider at its next | 
meeting, June 17. 

Pros and cons over a permit for | 
the drive-in theatre have been 
hashed over in the city council | 
for more than a year. Last week 
thee council defeated by a 5-4 vote | 
an ordinance designed to keep) 
drive-in theatres out of the Fairy- | 
land area. : 

The park is of the amusement) 
variety. The drive-in is to be built 
on a 10-acre site at the park. 





CINERAMA IN SPAIN 


Madrid and Barcelona Installations 
Via Arguer 








Cinerama installations are 
scheduled to begin operation in 
two cities in Spain —Madrid and 
Barcelona—by September of this 
year, according to H. G. Kranze, 
v.p. of Stanley Warner Cinerama 
Corp. Kranze just returned from 
Europe where he has been seek- 
ing new outlets for Cinerama. 

The two Spanish Cinerama 
houses will be operated by a syn- 
dicate headed by Jose F. Arguer, 
owner of a theatre circuit in addi- 
‘tion to the Ballet Theatre and the 
Opera House in Barcelona. 


I 


Illinois Allied Recruits 
New Members Downstate 


Chicago, June 3. 

Allied Theatres of Illinois hopes 
to break new ground by going 
deep downstate in a pitch for new 
membership. Organization prexy 
Jack*Kirsch, in letters last week 
to indie exhibitors, stressed the ad- 
vantages to them of a “strong and 
militant” booking setup in these 
days of exhib travail. 

Letter reminds that tough and 
often capricious film rental poli- 
cies, coupled with branch closings 
(i.e., fewer salesmen and available 
prints) are making the lot of the 
downstate indies “increasingly dif- 
ficult.” Kirsch said he expects to 
call a statewide meeting soon for 
an in-person bid to.the exhibs. 

Effort to recruit from downstate 
marks the first time Allied has 
moved outside a 50-mile radius of 
Chicago. Its present membership 
is 140 more than half of which 
leave their buying and booking to 
Ailied. 


Frank Sinatra's 3 


Metro Starrers 


Metro has concluded a deal with 
Frank Sinatra whereby the singer- 
actor will appear in three pictures 
during the next two years. Ar- 
rangement involves Sinatra’s indie 
company, Hobart Productions. 

First film under the agreement, 
termed a “multi-million dollar pro- 
duction deal,” will be “Some Came 
Running,” film version of James 
Jones’ new novel. Sol C, Siegel, 
Metro’s v.p. in charge of produc- 
tion, will personally produce the 
picture. John Patrick has written 
the screenplay. No starting date 
for the production has been re- 
vealed as yet. 

As the second project, M-G and 
Sinatra will team for “Devil May 
Care,” an original comedy by Gar- 
son Kanin, who will also produce 
and direct the film. The third prop- 
erty under the agreement has not 
been selected as yet. 





According to Metro, Sinatra will | 


limit his television appearances 
next season to guest shots so as to 
concentrate on motion’ pictures. 


Sinatra, who has had a long asso-| 


ciation with M-G ‘he first came to 
the studio in 1945 for “Anchors 
Aweigh”) last appeared at Metro 
in Siegel’s production of , “High 
Society.” 














tures the following: 

“Depending on the amount of 
work they can provide, producers 
who come down and use the exist- | 
ing facilities here have an almost | 
certain chance of being granted a 
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Puerto Rico’s ‘Sponsored’ Reels 


Continued from page 5 





word on tax exemptions, Tio ven-/ spread out in a rather ramshackle 


way into parts of several buildings. 
outfit processes both 16 and 35m 
film and makes optical record- 
ings. Its newsreels are sponsored 
by Kresto and Denia, powdered 
milk firm. 





tax exemption on their product.” | 
Tio believes that films of the Lester Cowan's ‘Street Scene’ Idea 
type of* “Sheena,” “Tarzan,” San Juan, June 3. 
“Kwai” and “Count of Monte Cris-| Musical version of “Street 
to” all could be done in Puerto! Scene,” Elmer Rice old play, may 
Rico and might obtain both the | be filmed here as “Ballad of San 
Insular and the Federal Tax ex-| Juan.” Ann Ronell stated she’s 


emption. 
Company has an affiliation and 
works with Caribe Films of New 


Viguie has recently 
discussed with a Stateside firm a 
possible war adventure 
which would be filmed locally ac- 
cording to Tio. 


series | 


| working on the songs for such a 
| film treatment. 

| Her husband, Lester ;Cowan, 
i “Street Scene.” 
clude a studio deal with the Puerto 
Rican government. 


| 








printer and lab analyst was in the 
States for 10 years with Color) 
Films Inc. of Mamaroneck, N. Ppa 
Adelista de Marchena is one far pecs shutter and the rest 
several femme newsreelers in the |"®™@in open, thus giving those 
business here and covers a lot of | WhO continue operating a possible 
assignments for the company. advantage. At the moment, sev- 
John E. Viguie is president and | &@l branches are being kept open 
Manuel E. Navas, an ex-newspaper- by major companies, even though 
man, is also in the firm. |they’re losing propositions, sim- 
The smaller Cine Productions, P!Y 80 as not to leave the field to 
Inc. headed by Don Luis S. Mejia ‘he competition. 
has as its vice-president and mov-| Branch closings are, of course, 
ing spirit Roberto Lizardi. It is| only one facet of enonomy moves. 
the oldest processing lab in Puerto| Every company is studying merger 
Rico and in 1957 did a gross busi-| possibilities in certain territories. 
ness according to Lizardi of about| Latest came with Loew’s taking 
$134,000. It services some 60 island} over Paramount in Norway, and 
theatres, local tv stations and also | Par handling the Loew product 
several New York and Chicago|in Denmark. Loew’s has similar 
film houses. Of its staff o 14, five |arrangements with 20th-Fox in 
m ee. — is seeking | Austria, Trinidad and other spots. 
omento afd. This would enable it} One of the problems in me 
to improve its plant as it has) is that companies operating “ih 


One of its employees, Ivan Perez, | Rue 0’Seas Haste? 
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greatly outgrown the tiny room! low overhead ¢an get saddled wi 
in which it started and is now’ a partner’s much higher di a 


ide Stuff—Pi 
Inside Stuff—Pictures 

Lou Greenspan, executive secretary of the Motion Picture Industry 
Council, always on the alert to correct “careless” disparaging remarks 
about Hollywood, takes issue with a recent column by Lowel! E. Redel- 
ings in the Hollywood Citizen News. Although Redelings’ column eon- 
tained praiseworthy comments about the late Ronald Colman, Green- 
span was disturbed by the writer's aside that it isn’t very often that he 
can pay.tribute to a Hollywood personality because “in many instances 
there are deplorable things said and done by them that would make 
it difficult to speak highly of such people.” 

In a letter, published in Redelings’ space, Greenspan wants to know 
what Redelings has in mind when he refers to “such people.” He cites 
ithe good works of such Hollywoodites as Bob Hope, Danny Kaye, Eddie 
|Cantor and Jerry Lewis. Greenspan noted that he is “becoming in- 
| creasing allergic to the careless, thoughtless attacks on Hollywood and 
|its people—that business of lumping the great majority of hard-work- 

ing, conscientious, productive people with the few extroverts in the 
| profession, whose behavior would go unnoticed if they were in a less 
glamorous, less publicized pursuit.” 








Jack Redding’s “Inside the Democratic Party,” to be published by 
Bobbs Merrill Co. June 16, contains a revealing chapter on the party’s 
efforts to get fair representation from Hollywood during the Truman- 
Dewey campaign in 1948. Redding was publicity director of the Demo- 
cratic National Committee at the time. 

Redding recounts how Dewey and the GOP had a filmed biography 
of the candidate done by Louis de Rochemont in Hollywood for the 
election. The Democrats sought the same treatment but found that the 
film moguls were reluctant to help out. Redding describes his adven- 
tures with Gael Sullivan of Theatre Owners of America; Jim Sauter, 
a Truman rooter; Spyros Skouras; J. Robert Rubin, the Loew's barrister 
and staffers at Universal Newsreel-who finally turned out the successful 
two-reeler of Truman’s achievements. Many in the industry, including 
Universal's Thomas Meade, believe that the film, tied together by Ed 
Bartsch, Universal's chief film-cutter, was largely responsible for the 
reelection of Truman. 





About 16% of Cinerama Inc. which went on the American Stock 
exchange recently is owned by Reeves Soundcraft Inc. which holds 
543,441 of the 2,837,810 shares outstanding. Reeves, believed second 
largest manufacturer of magnetic recording media has hocked all 
its Cinerama stock (currently quoted at about 132-17) with Pruden- 
tial Insurance for a $500,000 ten year promissory note with option to 
borrow an additional $100,000 this year. Loan is to help Reeves make 
its new plant in Danbury, Conn., the most modern in the field. Pro- 
duction should be under way next fall. Reeves holds its Cinerama 
stock at a cost of only $81,184.90. 

Headman in both companies is Hazard E. Reeves. Prudential Co. 
has an option to buy 150,000 shares of Reeves Soundcraft as part of 
the deal at $3.00 per share. Sowndcraft tape was used in the control 
mecchanism of the Jupiter C rocket which launched Explorer No. 1, 
first U.S. satellite. 





Lowell Kaplan, Berger circuit buyer-booker, in Minneapolis, believes 
}one of the main reasons why Westerns. not so long ago this territory’s 
| boxoffice mainstay, have gone “soft” in the area, regardless of their 
merits, is because during the past year, probably for economic rea- 
sons, the bulk of them have been turned out in black and white, in- 
stead of color. 

“Unless they're in color they usually haven’t a chance and then, in 
part because of the harm done by so many black and whites, they 
also seem to have tough going now,” asserts Kaplan. “Even such a 
fine Western as ‘Saddle the Wind’ is a boxoffice disappointment so far 
in this territory.” 





| 
| Motion Picture Export Assn. board in New York nixed a proposal 
|recently for the companies to contribute to the Christian Democrats’ 
/election campaign in Italy. Pitch to the companies came from Frank 
|Gervasi, the MPEA’s Mediterranean manager. It was turned down 
|flat, even though it’s:no secret that American industrial concerns 
from time to time have contributed to parties in foreign election cam- 
paigns. 

The Christian Democratic Party is Italy’s-$trongest. It won handily 
in the recent elections, though the Left made some inroads. Bids for 
the American film companies ito “help out” in overseas election con- 
tests aren't at all uncommon. They're always rejected. 








A Hollywood Oscar winner, who stabbed himself to death with a pair 
of scissors in the VA hospital at Northampton, Mass., was known to 
| have had suicidal tendencies, a doctor testified at a $70,000 negligence 
| suit in Federal Court in Boston. Deceased was Theodore S. Cox, who 
wrote under the name of Theodore St. John and won an Academy 
Award in 1953 for screenplay of “The Greatest Show on Earth.” His 
brother Norwood Cox as administrator of his estate, brought the 
action against the government alleging his brother was able to kill 
himself only because of negligence and “lack of supervision” in the 
hospital. 

During intermissions at the Metropolitan Opera performance at the 
Opera House 4n Chicago last week, broadsides were handed out with 
the letters “QDC” boldfaced in the centre. Below, the smaller type 
explained: “Quick Death Cinemiracle.” Met was the last stage at- 
traction to play the Opera House before it shuttered for the installa- 
tion of Cinemiracle equipment. Resentment of the local culture 
vultures to the new film processebases in the fact that the Opera 
House is Chi’s only available showcase at present for elaborate opera 
and dance attractions, 





Producers’ wives don’t always get into pictures. This was proved 
in Madrid recently, where Dorothea Bronston, wife of producer 
Samuel Bronston, played a lady-in-waiting to Bette Davis’ Catharine of 
Russia. A number of ladies were attractively grouped around the 
throne, but Mrs, Bronston was standing too far off.to the side to get 
into the shot. But director John Farrow had a word of consolation. 
“Katharine was famous for surrounding herself with ugly women,” 
he told Mrs. Bronston, “so don’t feel too badly about being left out.” 





M. S. Oslofjord, of the Norwegian American Line, was the setting 
Monday (2) for an elaborate smorgasbord press luncheon in connec- 
tion with United Artists’ “The Vikings,” which was filmed in Norway. 
Henning Koefoed, director of Norwegian Travel Information, good- 
naturedly kidded Hollywood film-makers. Norwegians are looking for- 
ward with “anticipation” but this could be translated as “fear’”—mean- 
ing they're wondering how Hollywood treated their ancient saga. 





Some 30 elephants were in the cast of a film being shot on location 
at Malampuzha, South India. One big pachyderm suddenly charged his 
fellow tusker, causing all thirty elephants to stampede. The director, 
crew, and others in the vicinity raced for cover. Some fell, others 
plunged into the Malampuzha water reservoir. Happily the mahouts 
(elephant drivers) soon got the beasts under control, and no one was 
seriously hurt. 





Cracked one wag after seeing the Brigitte Bardot film, “En Cas de 
Malheur” (In Case of Accident), due out later this year: “The Legion’s 
going to have to create a new ‘D’ (for Damned) rating of this one. 





The old ‘C’ rating is never going to do thig justice.” 
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Recent Cannes International Film Festival has left ob- 
servers wondering how long the French event can survive 
unless it changes some of its procedures and varies its 
approach. ’ 

Consensus of opinion is that Cannes is in a rut. This 
year, as during the past two or three years, there was an 
almost monotonous sameness to the events that flanked 
the actual competition. It wasn’t helped by the fact that 
the overall quality of the films shown was on the medi- 
ocre side; nor by the tense political events in Paris. 

Cannes this year had a better-than-average quota of 
stars, and they provided copy for the assembled corps of 
some 600 scribes and photographers. But, on the whole, 
the affair lacked imagination. Being largely left to their 
own devices—except for the usual press conferences and 
the endless run ef parties and receptions—journalists 
were frank to admit that they were hard put to come up 
with “enough goo@” copy. - 

In fact, the impression is that Cannes probably would 
get a better press if it developed some new means of fo- 
cusing press attention. As it works out, some of the most 
detrimental yarns are written out of a sense of frustra- 
tion and the lack of more provocative material. 


Gronich Tentatively Develops 
Forum on Film Problems 


As it stands now, Cannes is a place where films are 
shown, some deals are made (though fewer and fewer 
Americans find it possible to actually negotiate under 
festival conditions) and the same people are thrown to- 
gether at the same receptions day after day. There is vir- 
tually no effort to stimulate any interchange of ideas 
among film creators, nor does the fest organize any real 
activities that might create a better understanding of in- 
ternational problems affecting the film business. 


a} aa 








Y By FRED HIFT Si 


Fred Gronich, the U.S. film rep at the fest (he’s con- 
tinental manager for the Motion Picture Export Assn.) 
tried to start something along that line in a small way at 
Cannes this year by organizing a discussion about the 
festival itself among a select number of journalists from 
different countries. It seemed like a promising beginning. 
Gronich is among those who feels strongly that there's 
a need to revitalize festivals by giving them a new, or at 
least an additional, direction. 


eR 


Bored Journalists Turn Into 
Hyper-Critical Film Reviewers 

Jay Carmody, the U.S. rep at Cannes, said he’d rec- 
ommend that hereafter the official rep be a government 
man. There was talk, too, that the American industry 
should have some sort of say in the selection of the U.S. 
juror on the Cannes panel. 

As for the Hollywood films at Cannes, opinion was di- 
vided. “Brothers Karamazov” was the official entry and, 
although it got good reviews, few people who saw it at 
Cannes seemed to like it. “Desire Under the Elms” simply 
didn’t register. “The Long, Hot Summer” was well re- 
ceived and probably was closest to the kihd of picture the 
U.S. should send to festivals. It earned Paul Newman 
the “best actor” award. 

Some of the problems afflicting Cannes are probably 
insoluble and are part of the nature of the beast. Inevit- 
ably, the same people come and, also inevitably, the so- 
cial patterns are the same somewhat wearying for those 
who arrive year after year and who know in advance how 
they'll have to fight for that glass of champagne at this or 
that reception. 

What concerns many is that the overall structure of 
Cannes, which sacrifices imagination to a degree of ef- 
ficiency, reflects inevitably in the attitude towards the 
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films themselves. At Cannes, it’s the press which is im- 

portant since it “gives the word” on the various entries, 

A bored journalist is much more’ apt to be hyper-critical. 
Which doesn’t change the fact that the quality of 

the European film output, as seen at Cannes in 1958, 
was deplorably low. This was one of the reasons why 
the Soviets were able to walk off with the top prize 
for “When the Cranes Fly,” a film which is excellent 
in terms of the Russians’ past output, but not really 
extraordinary when compared to top western stand- 
ards. 

While there is no absolute relationship between ar- 
tistic quality and a film’s possible appeal in the States 
most Americans at Cannes commented with surprise on 
the poor average of the 26 entries. There were well-made 
films, like the Tati comedy, “Mon Oncle,” which at least 
showed imagination (though it ran much too long), but 
on the whole the pictures shown failed to rouse much ex- 
citement. It’s as if Europe, having exhausted the rush of 
ideas of the immediate postwar period, had run out of the 
kind of stimulation that sparked some of the great films 
of the past. The almost total lack of humor among the 
Cannes pix also is worth commenting upon. 

If there was any one dominating factor at Cannes this 
year it was the cultural “war” being waged by the Rus- 
sians, and the feeble responses of the U.S. The Soviets 
came armed with money (whereas the MPEA budget was 
puny) and a new and more sociable approach. They talked 
to everyone, made offers left and right, paraded their at- 
tractive star, Tatiana Samoilova, and generally under- 
scored the point already made for them by their picture, 
i.e. that Communism comes in many guises and that the 
new Russian approach allows for an element of humanity. 
There is no question that this switch vastly impressed 
many of the Europeans (and also some of the Americans) 
at Cannes. 











Odd State Dept. Predicament Vis-aVis 


‘Private Enterprise and Russians 


The U. S. State Department has, 


let it be known in no uncertain 
terms that it doesn’t favor any in- 
dividual film deals with the Rus- 
sians outside the framework of the 
Soviet-American cultural exchange 
program. 

A very explicit cable to that ef- 
fect was received by Richard Davis 
when it became known that he was 
dickering with the Soviets for their 
prize-winning “When the Cranes 
Fly.” Davis huddled with the Rus- 
sians at Cannes recently. 

Actually, the picture is reported 
sold to United Artists, though it’s 
obvious that, considering the State 
Dept.’s position, there can be no 
deal unless there is overall indus- 
try agreement. While the State 
Dept. can’t force a decision either 
way, it’s safe to assume that ‘no 
American company would deliber- 
ately countermand U. S. policy in 
this respect, 

Just where the U. S.-Soviet film 
talks stand at this point seems up 
in the air. The Russians left 
Jate April after viewing some 70 
pictures in N. Y. and Washington. 
However, there was no deal since 
they insisted on the kind of recip- 
rocity that really amounted to an 
“exchange.” In the final stages of 
the talks, the companies vested 
their rights in the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. which then negoti- 
ated for everybody. The Soviet 
delegation now is supposed to get 
in touch with Erie Johnston, who 
in turn may go to Moscow with 
Turner Shelton, head of the U, S. 
Information Agency’s film division 
and the government liaison man on 
the film part of the exchange pact. 

The cable to Davis came from a 
third party, but made the Washing- 
ton position very clear, In any case, 
nobody can make a Soviet deal 
— it’s cleared on an official 

evel. 


Rallies for Biz-Build 


Exhibitors in three exchanges 
areas were called to rally round 
the industry’s promotion (‘‘Busi- 
ness Building’) campaign at sepa- 
rate meetings on Tuesday (3). 

Walter Reade Jr. and Sidney E. 
Stern, New Jersey co-chairmen of 
the campaign, set a morning session 
for the Warner screening room in 
Newark; Harry B. Hendel and M. 
A. Silver, co-chairmen in Pitts- 
burgh, lunch at the Paramount ex- 
ehange in that city; Arthur H. 
Lockwood and Edward Lider, Bos- 
ton, lunch at the Bradford Hotel. 

Theatremen are to hear record- 
ings of the trade’s projected series 
of radio spot announcements as 
well as the pitch for financial sup- 
port of the overall campaign, 
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Jof the.guild supports SDG. 


completely doomed as the sooth- | yet, let it be made clear sentiment | of work. 
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With politics. being soft-pedaled, 


of sales by Sy Weintraub, who re- 
cently purchased company. 








é er 
a - 


ISPOTEPAi <p nprenettonrs, LiapeseDaemrensaan aenerx ort RaDeeE te 





Wednesday, June 4, 1958 = 





"I'm setting advance 
seat sale records at 
the Royale, N.Y.” 





AND NOW ACROSS THE NATION! 





HERE ARE THE FIRST 
RESERVED SEAT BOOKINGS 


They will get a “Royale” launching 


The phenomenal reception of “Gigi” on 
Broadway fulfills these headlines in the 
N. Y. press: 


‘““GIGI’ MAIL ORDERS SET RECORD.” 
—N.Y. Journal-American 


“SRO SIGN FOR ‘GIGI’.” 
—N. Y. Mirror 


“THE ‘FAIR LADY’ OF FILMDOM.” 
—N. Y. Times 


The career of this mighty attraction now 
takes its natural course in reserved seat 
engagements that will spread its fame into 
every corner of the nation. 


M-G-M, nn «COLOR 


Atlanta, Loew’s Grand 
Baltimore, Film Centre 
Boston, Gary 

Chicago, (Theatre to come) 


Cincinnati, Grand 


Cleveland, Loew’s Stillman 
Dallas, Tower 

Detroit, Adams 

Houston, Tower 

Los Angeles, (Theatre to come) 
Minneapolis, Lyric 
Philadelphia, Boyd 

Pittsburgh, Warner's 

San Antonio, Broadway 

San Francisco, Stage Door 
Washington, Loew’s Columbia 


AN ARTHUR FREED PRODUCTION... 
LESLIE CARON - MAURICE CHEVALIER LOUIS JOURDAN 


HERMIONE GINGOLD- EVA GABOR JACQUES BERGERAC - ISABEL JEANS 


swe ALAN JAY LERNER: “S°FREDERICK LOEWE: “= MGM 
Tatton “vewouan” "5" VINCENTE MINNELL ea 
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Dibble 
For Him 


By WILLIAM STEIF 


San Francisco, June 3. 

After more than six weeks of 
testimony, Leland C. Dibble fin- 
ally got off the witness stand in 
Federal Judge Edward P. Murphy's 
‘court late last week, This was 
probably the week’s single big- 
gest development in the $8-million 
Embassy Theatre antitrust suit 
against eight major  producer- 
distributors and National Theatres. 

Dibble and Daniel O. McLean, 
co-owners of the 1,400-seat, 51- 
year-old downtown Embassy, claim 
the distributors, plus Fox, con- 
spired from 1938 through 1950 to 
prevent the Embassy from having 
an opportunity to bid for firstrun 
pictures, and conspired from 1938 
until April, 1947, to prevent the 
Embassy from getting a shot at 
secondruns. 

The week was devoted mainly to 
efforts by Dibbie’s lawyer, Robert 
Raven, to “rehabilitate” (legally) 
his client, who had been given a 
rough working-over by the three 
chief defense attorneys. 

Raven may have succeeded in 
some respects, at least, but during 
the week it became very evident 
that Judge Murphy is exceedingly 
weary of all the case’s side issues 
and is hot to hear the testimony ef 
Herman Wobber, the ex-20th-Fox 
general sales manager. Wobber 
and his brothers were original 
55% investors in the Embassy 
leasehold Dibble and McLean took 
over in 1938 and bailed out in 
mid-1940. Dibble had worked for 
Wobber many years and in 1936 
was named business boss of the 
Wobber-owned Ten-O-Win Co., a 
legal lottery invented by McLean. 

A hint of how weighty Wobber’s 
testimony may be came from 
Jurge Murphy during some legal 
discussion about a Wobber letter 
on why Wobber had given up his 
Embassy interest. Said the Judge: 

“Well, he is going to be here— 
Mr. Wobber. I hare prepared 
some very fine questions, I 
think, for him.” 

On his redirect (or rehabilitat- 
ing) examination, Raven dealt 
with a number of _ pertfpheral 
matters—film rentals of the United 
Nations Theatre, obstructed mar- 
quees at the Paramount, Esquire 
and Warfield theatres, lease prob- 
lems and further refinements on 
Dibble’s damages theory, Dibble’s 
attempt to buy the Embassy, Re- 
public film prices and an analysis 
of the Embassy's theatre rent ac- 
counts. 

But possibly his best points were 
scored on a subject which the 
Judge repeatedly said he didn’t 
want to hear any more about. This 
was Ten-O-Win. 

Raven introduced a pair of 
memos and a Sept. 27, 1944, Wob- 
ber-to-Dibble letter which said: 


“I am wondering if it would not | 


be a good idea to write outfits 
like the Schine circuit and other 
big users of Ten-O-Win calling 
their attention to the fact that ‘in 
times of peace, prepare for war’ in 
an effort to sell them a quantity 
of equipments. We might be able 
to dispose of a hundred or two 
hundred to these outfits, and every 
theatre would probably charge the 
purchase to immediate expense, 
handing the bill to ‘Uncle’... I 


hope we are able to get some 
money ovt of the remaining 
load. . 3 


Goat Killed Game 

The point was that the Ten-O- 
Win Co., in Dibble’s words, was 
“practically out of business by the 
end of 1941” because of govern- 
mental .actions and the big cir- 
cuits dropping it. But the cdm- 
pany still had plenty of equipment 
stored and Wobber wanted to milk 
it for all it was worth. 

One of Wobber’s memos said 
“history will repeat itself,” then 
continued to outline the cyclic 
nature of the film business and 
said that up to the early °40's 
games “played a very important 
part in stumulating results and in 
keeping many houses open.” 

Raven went through some of the 
competitive games of the '30’s— 
Dibble named Bank Nicht. 
Screeno, various forms of Bingo, 
Movie Derby, Ten-O-Win, 
Club, Country Store and estimat-d 
there were “at least” 50 varieties 


Finally Off Frisco Griddle; 
Judge's Big Interest: Herman Wobber; 


He Has a Little List 


of games and giveaways. Dibble 
testified Rick Rickenson, now 
National Theatres’ general man- 
ager, and exhibitor Mike Rosen-| 
berg were two of many persons he | 
knew were “financially interested” | 
in Cash Club. At this point the | 
Judge said, wearily: 4 

“I don’t want to hear any more 
about Ten-O-Win until such time 
as (final) argument takes place. We | 
have had enough . .. go on to| 
something else.” 

But Raven persisted, bringing in | 
evidence that in 1940 Dibble and 
a group of Fox executives were 
trying te set up a deal to couple 
Ten-O-Win and Cash Ctub in thea- 
tres around the country. The deal 
never went through and the Judge 
once more put it on the line: 

“I am not interested. I am only 
interested in what happened, not 
what might have happened or 
could have happened , . .” 

But Game Not So Vital 

So Raven switched to showing 
that Ten-O-Win was not such an 
important factor in drawing cus- 
tomers to the Embassy. He brought 
out that from November, 1952, to 
April, 1943, the Embassy had 
knocked off its game altogether 
and introduced comparative gross 
receipts for the 20 weeks just be- 
fore the game was dropped, the 
20 gameless weeks and the 20 
weeks immediately after the game 
resumed. | 

The drop in the 20 gameless | 
weeks’ gross was 7.68 per cent, and 
the increase when the game re- 
sumed was 15.98 per cent. 

Dibble also testified that he had 
previously said he believed Ten- | 
O-Win “might have been respons- 
ible for as much as 50 percent” of | 
his gross in the 1938-40 period, but 
now he amended this estimate to | 
a “figure closer to 25-30 per cent.” 
By 1941, Dibble said, he felt the 
game was responsible for only 10 
to 15 per cent of his gross. 

Here the Judge again asked to 
hear no more about Ten-O-Win and 
added, significantly: 

“I would like to get down to 
| the conspiracy and the other ele- 
ments.” 

Raven thereupon tried another 
tack, getting Dibble to deny that a 
condition of his getting 71-day 
availability in 1942 was elimina- 
tion of the game. Dibble testified, | 
instead, that he eliminated the | 
game in that 20-week period just 
because he didn’t like to have Ten- | 
O-Win at his theatre and also be- | 
cause it cost him about $100 daily, 
or $36,500 a year, to play. 

















Cash }* 


The lawyer introduced an Aug. 
| 8. 1942, Dibble letter to his theatre | 
| landlord, E. B. De Golia ‘who also | 
| has an antitrust suit against these 
| same defendants on file, with re- | 
sults of this suit probably deciding 
that one), The letter said: 
| “Business is good. As you know 
I have eliminated the game cost 
three days per week, and in- 
| creased the admission price. Am | 
hoping to cut out the game en- 
tirely.” | 

And Dibble once more testified 
the purpose of his and Wobber’s | 
dream of acquiring a circuit of) 
theatres was NOT to play Ten-O- 
Win. To substantiate this, a Dec. 
7, 1941, Wobber-to-Dibble letter 
was introduced: 

“It seems to me I would try 
fewer changes at the Embassy. Big 
pictures are comparatively easy to 


stretch (the Embassy was, and al- 
ways continued on a _ split-week 
policy) ... you know I have never 
been happy about the failure of 
our pet idea of theatre expansion. 
Department of Justice investiga- 
ticns brought about the killing of 
that idea...” 

Wobber presumably meant that 
as 20th-Fox sales boss he couldn't 
participate in both distribution and 
exhibition. Wobber then added a 
rather wistful note: 

“Also as you know, I have never 
been happy about this Eastern job. 
Sure, it’s great pay, a certain 
amount of honor, but none of the 
glory ever appealed to me.” 

And he said he hoped to get out 
to his own Frisco bailiwick soon. 

Raven next tried to drag in as 
evidence of Dibble’s “state of 
mind” in December, 1939, a real 
estate agent’s letter to De Golia. 
The agent was trying to sell De 
Golia the Strand, a small racket 
house next to the Embassy, and his 
letter said the Strand would “fit 
in with your plans if Dibble gets 
firstrun.” This was quite impor- 
tant to Dibble, because it’s about 
the only scrap of writing he has 
until 1946 showing any intent for 
the Embassy to get firstrun. But 
the Judge pointed out this deal, 
also, didn’t go through, that the 
letter therefore would serve “no 
useful purpose” and wouldn't let it 
into evidence. 

The defense lawyers—Eugene 
Bennett for Loew's, RKO, 
Warner's, Paramount and UA: 
Macklin Fleming for Columbia and 
Universal, and Arthur B. Dunne 
for 20th-Fox, National Theatres 
and Fox West Coast—all got in a 
few random shots over the week 
and, finally, near the end of the 
last session, Dibble stepped off the 
witness stand. 

Last hour was devoted to reading 
the deposition of Eddie Zabel, 
longtime former Fox lawyer, in or- 
der to qualify him as a witness. 
Witnesses expected to come to bat 
this week include Charles Thall, 
ex-Fox West Coast exec in Frisco, 
and George Milper, present chief 
booker for Fox West Coast in 
Northern California. 


Nicholson Sees Reliance 
On Foreign Rentals As 
Producers’ Will 0’ Wisp 


Hollywood, June 3. 





With many film companies pro-| 


ceeding on the premise that the 


| foreign market is good for 50% or 


more of a picture's return, Ameri- 
can International Pictures will rely 
solely upon the domestic market 
for its main source of profit, ac- 


cording to its prexy, James H. 
Nicholson. 
The gravy will be picked up 


abroad, it's hoped, Nicholson says. 

Film chief, just returned from a 
survey of the Eurepean market, as- 
serted that dependence on the for- 
eign market to clear the red ink 


has led American producers into 
“dangerous expenditures’ which 
lead to failure more often than 


not.” 
Trying to make a film that is “all 
things to all countries” is unsound, 


| Nicholson maintains, adding that 


the American exhibs would profit 
if they were given pix that were 
not made with overseas in mind. 

“As a matter of fact, ” he points 
out, “Hellywood is unique in com- 
merce and industry in putting its 
export market ahead of its domes- 
tic market. Reverse the trend, and 
production and exhibition will be 
better off.” 





‘Seeks Reversal of Court’s 


The Schine Circuit Inc., unable 
to unload 12 theatres as ordered 
by a Federal Court decision, has 
filed an appeal with the Court of 
Appeals in the Southern District of 
N.Y. for a reversal of a criminal 
contempt ruling and a dismissal of 
a judgment for disobeying the 
court. As a result of the ruling, 
pressed by the antitrust division of 
of the Dept. of Justice as an after- 
math of a consent decree, the 
Schine company and officials of 
the circuit were tagged with heavy 
fines, 

In filing the appeal, the Schine 
atiorneys declared that the lower 
court had erred in not ruling that 








In Contempt 


Nobody Wil Bid’—Schine Defense 


Decision Holding Circuit 


Schine’s inability to divest itself 
of the theatres as ordered did not 
constitute conterzzt of the decree. 
It was pointed out that the theatre 
chain had made all efforts to sell 
the theatres. The appeal, request- 
ing a reversal of the judgment, 
said that the earlier devision 
should be dismissed because the 
findings with respect to contempt 
had not been sustained by the 
evidence. 

The Schine Circuit, via auctions 
held recently in Rochester, N.Y., 
and Glens Falls, N.Y., had attempt- 
ed to sell the theatres ordered by 
the court, but there were no 
buyers, 


Att'y-Gen'l to View Mom and Dad’ 





Kansas Censor Told Not to Assume Her Powers Are 
Unlimited Under Statutes 





¥ 


A Giant Giant. 


Allied Artists began rolling 
with a property called “The 
Behemoth.” But then decision 
was made to place more stress 
on the bigness of the title 
character. 

So it’s now “The Giant 
Behemoth.” And no one seems 
to mind about the redund- 
ancy. 





Sindlinger Taking 
Pulse on U Pix 


Up for Reissue 


Universal has retained Sind- 
linger & Co. to test audience reac- 
tion to a group of pictures which 
the company is considering for re- 
issue. Initial choice of the poten- 
tial reissues, made up of 1948 to 
1952 product, will be made by ex- 
hibitors who are currently being 
surveyed by Universal. 








tabulated by U and then forwarded 
to the Sindlinger outfit to test out 
on the public. The oldies that the 
public expresses a desire to see 
will be designated for re-release, 
Theatreowners are being pre- 
sented with a list of 53 potential 
reissues. 

According to Universal, the 
Sindlinger company will go into 
|Taree cities as well as small towns 
to obtain a cross section of opinion 





The exhibitor selections will be | 





|“based on scientific testing . 4 
|The Sindlinger study, it’s esti- 
| mated, will take about four weeks. | 
The results, it’s stressed, will be | 
made available to the company’s | 
exhibitor customers. 
| U's plan, it's figured, will have | 
ithe solid backing of the country’s | 
|} exhibitor organizations, particular- | 
| ly since the trade associations have 
| been in the forefront in request- | 
jing that the post-'48 product be | 
made available for reissue rather | 
than being sold to television. Some 
industry sources believe that U's | 


| 


;} experience with the reissues will 
go a long way in formulating the | 
thinking of distributors in the dis-| 
position of their post-'48 films. Ex- | 
| hibitors have indicated that they | 
| are willing to support a reissue | 
program in order to keep the pic- 
tures off television. The question | 
and a big one—is to determine if | 


they will support the re-release 
with bookings and good playing | 
time. I 





“ALBANY MAYOR MOVES | 


FOR LOCAL BINGO LAW 


Albany, June 3. 

Legalization of bingo in Albany 
Was recommended by Mayor Eras- 
tus Corning in a special message 
to the Common Council Monday 
night (2). He suggested enactment 
of a special ordinance authorizing 
the game. If the measure passes, 
as expected (local voters, by a 3 to 
1 margin, approved a Constitution- 
al amendment to permit bingo on 
a local option basis, last Novem- 
ber), it could be placed before Al- 
banians at a special referendum on 
Primary election day, August 12. 

Mayor Corning pointed out last 
week that such a procedure would 
save the cost of a separate special 
election. Approval of bingo by a 
referendum in municipalities af- 
fected is required before the laws 
can become valid. 

A public hearing on the proposal 
is slated for June 10. 

In accordance with the controlling 
state law, the local bill would pro- 
hibit bingo on Sunday. It would 
also require licensing through the 
City Clerk, with applicants (non- 
profit organizations) subject to a 
preliminary police check. The lat- 
ter provision is to prevent profes- 
sional promoters or gamblers from 
“taking over.” 

The effect of legalized bingo on 
Albany motion picture theatre at- 
tendance is the subject of debate 
and some concern, within industry 
circles. Women and older people 
are generally considered to be the 








most enthusiastic bingo fans. 





Kansas City, June 3. 

Attorney-General John Ander- 
son of Kansas has entered the 
controversy over censorship of the 
film, “Mom and Dad,” and last 
week had the Board of Motion 
Picture Review screen the picture 
for him. 

In mid-May Capitol Enterprises 
Inc. of Maryland entered suit 
in Wyandotte County (Kansas) 
District Court seeking to compel 
the board to permit showing of 
the picture undeleted in Kansas 
theatres. The board had earlier 
said it would pass the picture after 
clipping out scenes of natural and 
of caesarean births. 

Anderson indicated he was only 
seeking information about the 
issue of whether present Kansas 
laws would support the action of 
the Board of Review. He told the 
review chairmam, Mrs. Hazel Run- 
yan, that “pursuing in court the 
idea that the censor board has 
unlimited powers could result in 
striking down the state censorship 
law.” 

The present censorship board 
survived a two-year long struggle 
over its legality which saw it ruled 
out one month and back in action 
the following month two years ago. 


Drive-Ins May 
Yet Rate Fed Aid 


Encouraging news from Washing- 
ton has been receiyed by Theatre 
Owners of America about the pos 
sibility of the availability of Gov- 
ernment loans for drive-in theatres. 
Initially an appeal by TOA to the 





| Small Business Administration for 


the eligibility of drive-ins was re- 
jected by SBA Administrator Wen- 
dell B. Barnes on the grounds that 
it would not be in the public in- 
terest. 

As a consequence of Barnes’ de- 
cision, Philip F. Harling, head of 
TOA’s SBA committee, filed a 
lengthy brief last week with Sen. 


| John Sparkman, chairman of the 


Senate Select Committee on Small 
Business, requesting that the Sen- 
ate group use its influence in ob- 
taining a reversal of Barnes’ rejec- 
tion. Sen. Sparkman notified Har- 
ling that he had written the SBA 
Administrator and has asked that 
he reconsider his earlier decision. 
“Just as soon as I have a report 
on his decision, I shall forward 
it to you,” Sen. Sparkman wrote. 

At the same time, TOA learned 
from Wiley S. Messick, counsel! for 
the Senate Select Committee, 
about a bill that would create a 
new source of long-term credit for 
conventional theatres. The Small 
Business Subcommittee of the Sen- 
ate Banking and Currency Commit- 
tee had approved a Capital Banks 
Bill and the full committee had 
voted to report the bill on the Sen- 
ate floor. 

The bill basically provides for a 
new division in the SBA which 
would assist the formation of capi- 
tal banks to make long-term loans 
and equity capital available te 
small business. This program 
would supplement the short-term 
loan help now available directly 
through the SBA for conventional 
theatres. 





WB’s Hummel on ‘Big’ 
Films at Paris Meet 
Paris, June 3. 
Warner Bros. convention here 
last week brought together all its 
French sales reps. WB's European 
head, Joseph S. Hummel, stressed 
the fact that during this difficult 
period for films the only answer 
was to make bigger and better pix. 
Hummel pointed out that his 
company has practically stopped 
making ordinary films and is con- 
centrating on the big ones. Instead 
of 35 films per year, WB is now 
making only 15, but all are aimed 
for the blockbuster category. He 
stressed the international aspects 
of many ef the pictures. Other 
conventions, on the same scale, 
will be held around Europe in the 
next few weeks, 
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Get It Up! Plea From Stellings; 
Radio Campaign Due For July Start 


Au §S.O.S. to exhibitors to antes 
up coin for the industry’s business 
building campaign so as not to 
jeopardize the radio campaign 
scheduled to begin July 1 was 
issued this week by Ernest G. 
Stellings, president of- Theatre 
Owners of America and a member 
of the b-b executive committee. 

Approximately $300,000 is re- 
quired for the radio drive. The 
total amount budgeted for the en- 
tire b-b campaign is $2,300,000, of 
which exhibitors are supposed to 
supply half. A total of $97,000 has 
been received in pledges by the 
Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
zations, but as far as cash is con- 
cerned there is only $32,000 in the 
till. 

In making his “urgent plea” to 
exhibitors, Stellings noted there 














Acting vs. Directing 


=a Continued from page 2 See 








vinced Brynner that acting and di- 
recting are two jobs that one man 
can’t satisfactorily perform at the 
same time. As a result, he will 
either act in or direct, but not 
both, the 11 pix his indie Alciona 
Productions will make for United 
Artists releases in the next nine 
years. 

A television producer-director 
for many years, Brynner first real- 
ized the difference between acting 
and directing techniques during 


the Boston tryout of the legit mu- | 
sical, “The King and J,” in which 


he catapulated to stardom. “I had 


was an early June deadline for the 
placement of radio spots and that 
insufficient money had been re- 
ceived to date to make the time 
commitments. 


invited some pro friends to Bos- 
ton,” he recalls, “and asked for 
their opinions on my acting. They 
all told me that I seemed to be 
ae é directing myself every step of the 
“While I'm confident the money way aa that there nthe : stilted- 
will be raised,” Stellings said, ness to my acting. I forced myself 
some exhibitors do not seem to tg change my psychological ap- 
appreciate the urgency of sending proach to the job—and 5 was able 
in their checks. It is to these that to notice the difference myself ” 
I address a special plea for imme- In an effort to overcome the 
a yore in getting at least the problem on “The Buccaneer,” 
irst instalment on their contribu- Brynner experimented with Elec- 
tion in the mail immediately. Un- tronicam during rehearsals, hoping 
fortunately radio time cannot be that electronics would help bridge 


— on pledges, it requires the gap between the two points of 


Meanwhile, Maurice Bergman, 
co-administrator of the b-b cam- 
paign, made an appeal to the board 
of Allied States Assn. last week tor 
more extensive exhibitor financial 
support. Bergman appeared before 
Allied’s board in Baltimore and 
presented a complete outline of 
the industry’s campaign to the ‘Brynner is anxious to direct a 
exhib org’s toppers. feature film but the chore will 
© have to wait until early 1960. He'll 

|wind up “The Journey” here in a 

Hot Copy Angle |fortnight and then treks back to 

Hollywood to prep his starring role 

——— Continued from page 1 Ses in “The Sound and the Fury” at 
British scribe that she considered 

it necessary for a star to keep 


20th-Fox. That will 

working. The British reporter stars, which will launch the Alciona 
“hot-angled" the story as big U. S. program late in 1959. His first 
star, broke, takes bit part. directorial assignment probably 

At the time of the Coronation in| will be on Alciona’s second film, 
London Oscar Hammerstein 2d “The Magnificent Seven,” a west- 
was asked if he had seen the of- ern for which he hopes to corral 
ficial films. Replying that he had five, and possibly seven, top male 
and that they were wonderful and stars. 
extolling British genius for pagean- 
try, Hammerstein was flabbergast- . 
ed to find himself quoted as having 
said, “Your Coronation was fine 
but it needed the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical production 
touch.” Hammerstein’s vehement 
protests to the newspaper never 
produced any satisfaction. The | 
“angle” had been invented out of 
whole cloth by a name journalist of 
considerable London reputation. 

One reason for this type of 
journalism is the fiercely competi- 
tive position of the nationally-cir- 
culated London sheets. In a re- 
cent book on Fleet Street, aptly 
called “Dangerous Estate: The 
Anatomy of Newspapers,” Francis 
Williams observes: “The journalist 
is traditionally an entertainer; he 
must entertain or find another) 
trade . . . whosoever would influ- 
ence the public must first learn to 
entertain it.” 


great value but “I didn't feel quite 
satisfied with either the acting or 
the directing.” Both jobs, he points 
out, require considerable prepara- 
tion, but in different 
and an actor-director who tries to 
do both soon discovers that he is 
dissipating both his talents. 

















Angry Briton 
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won the battles. These films also 
helped evade the complex uncer- 
tainties of the present and the 
challenge of the future.” 


social and political changes in 
Britain have rarely been pictured. 
Nor have the nationalization of coal 


Health Service. And where are 
the films, in human terms, on 
Teddy Boys, nuclear tests, loyal- 
ties of scientists, bureaucracy, etc? 
he demands to know. 

As a filmmaker, Anderson real- 
izes that films are a business and 

It strikes some American ob- art, if not many admit the latter 
servers as odd that in Britain, usu- terms. He is convinced, by noting 
ally considered less emotional than | the great advances of other coun- 
the U. S., reporting goes to such | tries, that the two can be correl- 
extremes in this fashion. Not that ated and must soon be in Britain 
the picture is wholly one-sided if the English film is not to dis- 


view. The device, he found, was of | 


directions, | 


be followed | 
by “The Gladiator,” in which he) 


lips, who made the decisions and | 


Anderson remarked that 1945 


fields and raiiroads or the National | 


since some American performers 
have gotten extraordinarily good 
breaks in the London press, with 
the coverage definitely on the 
sympathetic side. 

Nevertheless, the British scribes 
are totally unpredictable, which 
may be due in part to the fact that 
British journalism is much more 
of a personal thing than it’s in the 
States, and the relationship estab- 
lished between interviewer and in- 
terviewee definitely is mirrored in | 
the final piece. Whether the gen- | 
eral British attitude towards Amer- 
icans also enters into the type of 


appear altogether, or remain as 
quaint image of an extinct society. 

Anderson won an Oscar for his 
short “Thursday's Children” in '56 
and the Grand Prix at the Venice 
Fest in '57 for his medium length 
documentary “Every Day Except 
Christmas.” Yet he stated that 
only American companies, Metro 
and Republic, would take these 
films for commercial distribution 
in the United Kingdom. 

He was asked te make a feature 
film for Ealing Studios but came 
to an impasse when the producer 
Sir Michael Balcon, wanted to ro- 


Interstate Reprising 3-D 
Dallas, June 3 

Interstate Circuit will open 
Warners’ 3-D reissues, “The 
House of Wax” and “The Phan- 
tom of the Rue Morgue,” in 
various theatres over the state 
during the latter part of this 
month and early next month. 
This packaged program is 
the first third dimensional 
showing here since “Revenge 
of the Creature” (U) had its 
run in 1955. 

In advance of the showings 
the circuit made inquiry to 
their managers in regard to 
3-D installations already in 
their theatres but not in use. 
dt was necessary to reassemble 
| the equipment in the projec- 
| tion rooms for these showings. 
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Royal Palace in Madrid, represent- 
|ing Versailles. “You couldn't du- 
plicate that sort of decor in Hol- 
lywood for love or money,” com- 
mented Farrow. 

The Bronston company, 














using 


|yers to whom the Copyright Of- 


| for unpublished as well as pub- 
| lished works. Explaining the “why” 


| ings 


| may be copyrighted under the 1909 


| P hia H Aid 
e 
Quotes Psychiatrist: Horror’ Aids 
Kids Shed Their Primitive F 
+ Hollywood, June 3 

Horror films are good for teen- 
agers, providing adolescent therapy 
which permits a perfectly healthy 
outlook upon life, according te 
Herman Cohen, who has concen- 
trated upon such product since the 
success of “I Was a Teenage Were- 
Wolf’ View refutes the contention 
by certain groups that horror pix 
cause mental illness in younger 
audiences. 

Less than a year 
“Werewolf,” released through 
American International, has al- 
ready piled uv a $2,000,000 gross 


/ in 11 months. Cohen said his second 
| horror feature, “I Was a Teenage 





Unpublished Works 
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works which are actually published 


statute. 
Most of the top copyright law- 


fice appealed for opinions endorsed 
the idea of a single copyright code 


in release, 


of the problem, the new study 
says: 

“During the discussions and hear- 
preceding the Act of 1909, 


there was no thought that phono- 





graph records, for example, would | Frankenstein,” was five ©> ahead 
outstrip printed copies as a me-| of “Werewolf” in comparative first 
dium of communicating and dis- | 16-week release, and his third, 


seminating musical works to the 


| public. 


, communication 


large numbers of extras (some of. 


'them recruited from the American 
and British colony in Madrid), has 
had a good deal of cooperation 
from Spanish authorities. “I think 
that’s because we've taken a dif- 
ferent approach from the peopie 
who came here before us,” said 
Bronston. “They didn’t treat the 
local people right. Most impor- 
tant, you can’t treat them as ‘na- 
tives.’ I think some of our peo- 


ple have tended to be a little arro-| 


gant here in the past.” 
Promoted Palace Use 


' One of the biggest concessions 
Bronston was able to get was the 
Royal Palace. The only obligation 
taken on by him was to pay for 

| the cleanup job after the company 
left a location in the palace. Some 

of the royal silver and glassware 
were used in the scenes, giving the 
sets additional authenticity. The 
period costumes were shipped from 

London. 

Biggest single “prop” expenses 
on the film are the two ships, the 
Bonhomme Richard and the Serap- 
| is, which Bronston had built at a 
small shipyard outside. Rome. 
They're being sailed to Spain for 
the shooting. Construction job on 
| the two vessels, both fully-rigged 
| three-masters, was done under the 
| supervision of Capt. Alan Villiers, 
| master of the Mayflower. Villiers 
| witl command theeBonhomme Rich- 
ard during the reenactment of the 
encounter with the Serapis. 
| of constructing the two ships, both 
old wooden sailing ships which Vil- 
liers discovered in Sicily, will cost 
| over $300,000. 

A third vessel is being built in 
Spain. It'll be the one that actually 
| will get sunk. Bronston intends to 


Cost | 


} tour the Bonhomme Richard and | 


the Serapis after the shooting’s 
over. The Sixth Fleet is cooperat- 
| ing with Bronston and will be pho- 
| tographed by his Technirama cam- 
| eras for the film’s finale. 

Bronston and Farrow plan to 
| produce a series of films, with 
Spain as their base. “We've de- 


“Sound motion pictures and 
broadcasting as a means of public 
were unknown. 
Also unkown were the modern de- 
vices for capturing and reproduc- 
ing visual and acoustic perform- 
ances... 

“The developments since 1909 in 
the field of visual and acoustic 
mass communication, such as mo- 
tion pictures, 
radio and television broadcasts, 
have made unpublished works ac- 
cessible to audiences: of millions. 


At the same time, the development | 
of devices for the quick and easy | 
recording of sounds and images, by | 


which works performed can be 


captured and readily reproduced | 


without the manuscript or other 


copy, have destroyed the possibil- | 


ity of controlling the use of un- 
published works through posses- 
sion of the manuscript.” 

The common law rights which 
protect the owner of unpublished 
works have no cut-off period as 
have copyrighted works. Hence, 
the survey comments: “Unless the 


owner of the common law rights | 


chooses to register his work, he 
may disseminate the work publicly 
in every conceivable way except by 


publishing copies, and his rights | 


continue perpetually in spite of the 
constitutional policy of copyright 
for a limited time... . 


“Works broadcast over radio and | 


television to audiences of many 
millions throughout the country 
are considered unpublished, both 
under the common law and under 


the statute, because in both in- | 
stances the courts still operate on | 


the theory that performance does 
not constitute publication. The re- 
sult is that these works enjoy per- 
petual common law protection un- 
less voluntarily registered for copy- 
right or published in copies.” 

There are three alternatives, ac- 
cording to the survey: 

(1) Continue the present system 
of common’ law protection, but 
sharpen up the definition of what 


| constitutes publication. 


veloped a perfect working relation- | 


ship,” said Bronston. 
worry about the artistic end. I 
take care of the economics, leaving 
| his mind free to concentrate on the 
| film itself. The way I see if, an 


“I let John | 


|independent producer must be a | 


| coordinator, not just a page boy.” | 


(2) Make the copyright statute 
apply equally to all works when 
publicly disseminated in any man- 
ner, with works not publicly dis- 
seminated as the only ones under 
the common law. 


(3) Make the copyright statute | 


applicable to all works from the 
moment of their creation, whether 
or not published or publicly dis- 
seminated. 











Buffalo, June 3. 
Antitrust suit claiming $1,080,- 


| 000 damages was commenced by §are also asked. 


Michaels Plaza Corp., owner of the 


| Plaza, east side nabe, in Federal | illegal conspiracy it was prevent- 


|Court here this week. Corpora- 
| tion of which Dewey Michaels, who 


| 


| 
| 


Negro Patronage House Sues 


Plaza in Buffalo Files Antitrust Action—Names 25 
Producers and Distributors 


sound recordings, | 


“Blood of Dracula.” was reported 
by AI as also doing top biz. 


Cohen, who makes frequent 
seshays around the country dis- 
cussing with exhibs and exchange- 


men what the public wants and 
|contacting youthful audiences di- 
rectly through school appearances, 
| bases his assertion about the bene- 
ficial aspects of horror films upon 
the opinions of psychologists, he 


| declared. 
| Many of these are in conflict 
with that element of the public 


which ascribes juve delinquency to 
crime pix, and the harmful effect 
of horror pix on the young mind, 
producer noted. According to Dr. 
Martin Grotjahn, associate clinical 
professor of psychiatry at USC 
School of Medicine, horror films 
are, a form of “self-administered 
psychiatric therapy for America’s 
adolescents.” 


“Certain 


childhood anxieties 
never die,” Dr. Grotjahn states 
“Fear of ghosts, fear of witches, 
fear of the dark, the sinister and 
the mysteriously terrible — these 
stay with the adolescent. There 
are three ways to overcome these 
anxieties: psycho-analysis, night- 
mares . . . and terror movies.” 

The terror film is a form of 
nightmare, according to psychia- 
trist. “In it,’ he says, “old child- 
hood anxieties are activated, given 
life and a form of objective reality 
on the screen, and then dispelled.” 
It provides an emotional outlet 
| which when the show is over and 
the viewer leaves the theatre 
|returns the teenage spectator to 
reality, Dr. Grotjahn claims. 

Cohet. reported that in combining 
a teenage story with a horror 
subject, his picture never makes 
the teenace hero or heroine bad. 
Juve lead is a victim of an adult. 
Unlike standard juve delinquency 
films, he said. he never gives juve 
ithe tools and implements of mur- 
i der, never permits him to come 
{under the influence of drugs and 
alcohol. This format, he said, has 
paid off in big returns, to the ex- 
tent that AI, which releases ali his 
product and provides partial finan- 
cing, gives him complete autonomy. 
| Cohen also noted that according 
|to Sindlinger, whose surveys are 
accepted by film companies, the 
age bracket between 12 and 25 
has now jumped from 62°) to 72° 
in motion picture public. 

In expounding further on opin- 
ions of psychologists, Cohen cited a 
child guidance expert, Marshall 
Wheeler, Ph. D., director of re- 
search for the Reiss-Davis Clinic 
for Child Guidance. “Our modern 
Frankensteén movies are no more 
terrifying to a child than such 


Biblical stories as the whale de- 
vouring Jonah or Daniel in the 
lions’ den,” according to Wheeler. 

Cohen over weekend wound up 
scoring on his latest horror film, 
“How to Make a Monster,” which 
has a July release. He leaves for 
Lendon next month to turn out 
“Horrors of the Black Museum,” 
| based on his own story, to be pro- 
|}duced jointly with Anglo Amal- 





fendants “in good faith.” Treble 
damages under the Sherman Act 


|}gamated Films in CinemaScope 
and color, 


Plaintiff further claims that by 


ed from showing pictures until six | 
months or longer after other sub- 


“popular” reporting that involves mance his story of a young doc- 


the coverage of stars is open to tor’s coming of age. Anderson 
question, though it's fair to assume | wants to make pix in his own coun- 
that quite a number of the British | try but feels it will be difficult as 
press enjoy taking occasional slaps long as British picmakers are con- 
at the symbols of U. S. glamor. |tent to make outmoded themes. 








“The Milkmaid,” Finnish pro-| Samuel Goldwyn, accompanied 


duction starring Anneli Sauli, has by Mrs. Goldwyn, returned to the 
been acquired for American re- | Coast after two weeks of Gotham 
lease by Standard Releasing Or- | confabs related to his production 
ganization Inc. 


| of “Porgy and Bess.” 


|is also proprietor of the Palace runs, and that this delay eliminat- 
| (burlesque) and the defunct Mer-| ed the benefits of national picture 
cury, downtown art cinema, is advertising as far as the Plaza 
chief stockholder, alleges that 24| was concerned, and that other ex- 
major producers and distributors | hibitors, together with the distrib- 
monopolized picture showings in| utors, were able by means of the 
Buffale. conspiratorial system to dictate the 

Plaza, presently a_ third-run! product, runs and clearances of the 
house with preponderantly Negro | Plaza. 
patronage, demands restraining or: | Harry M. Pimstein, former RKO 
der and injunction so that it may | attorney, is counsel for Michaels. 
negotiate for product with the de-; aels. 
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‘South Pacific’ Tops B.0. May Poll Of 
‘Variety’ Estimates; ‘Young Lions, 
‘Marj and ‘Summer’ Run Strong 


PY 





Variety's regular 
boxoffice reports are summar- 
ized each month, retrospective- 
ly. Based on an average of 24 
key situations, the source data 
constitute an adequate -sam- 
pling of current releases but is 
not, of course, fully definite. 
An index of relative grossing 
strength in the U. S.-Canada 
market, the monthly report 
dees not pretend to express 
total rentals. 


By MIKE WEAR 


Generally regarded as an offish 
month because of the transition 
from winter into spring, with the 
first big yen to hit for the outdoors. 
May this year followed the familiar 
‘ pattern. The 31-day period was 
marked by healthy biz only for a 
short period early in the month and 
the usual upbeat on Memorial Day, 
which was a long three-day week- 
end holiday this year. Otherwise, 
trade was uneven to sluggish, with 
stronger product for fhe most part 
held back until the final days of 
May. 

The month's boxoffice sweep- 
stakes was captured by a new en- 
try, “South Pacific” (20th). Thivd- 
place winner in April, this screen 
version of the Broadway musical 
hit broke away fast and held in 
first position for three successive 
weeks. It racked up close to 


$1,000,000 in the four weeks @ov-} 


ered by the report. 

“Bridge on River : 
champion nationally in April, 
wound up second after hoiding the 
No. 1 spot for two months ina row. 
“Young Lions” (20th), second in 
the preceding month, finished May 
in third place, attesting to its sus- 
tained strength even on longruns. 

“Marjorie Morningstar” (WB), 
which wound up seventh in April, 
copped fourth position. “Search 
For Paradise” (Cinerama), eighth- 
place finisher in April, took fifth 
money. “Around World in 80 


Kwai” (Col), 


weekly + 


Best B.0. 10 for May 


“South Pacific” (20th). 
“Bridge River Kwai” (Co!). 
“Young Lions” (20th). 
“Marj. Morningstar” (WB). 
“Search Paradise” (Cine). 
“Around World” (UA). 
“Long, Hot Summer” (20th). 
“Teacher’s Pet” (Par), 
“Paris Holiday” (UA) 
“Another Time” (Par). 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


10. 


To Seal New York 
Publicists Pacts 


The Guild, 





Screen Publicists 


pub-ad staffers at six film com- 
panies, expects to wind up all 
agreements this week. A new two- 
year deal will be signed with 
United Artists calling for a $5 
across-the-board increase for 
senior publicists. Staffers in cate- 
gories below senior are not down 
for hikes since UA has an auto- 
matic progression raise of $10 





matic until the employee hits the 
|}senior minimum of $140. UA is 
‘the only film company following 
i this policy. 


| ance pay agreement with the com- 
te 
| pany. 

SPG hopes to wind up its deal 
with Metro this week. 


{the deals set with 20th-Fox, War- 
{ner Bros., Columbia and Universal, 
| providing for a $6 across-the-board 
hikes for all staffers below the 
| senior category. 

Meanwhile, the Publicists Local, 





Soviet Youth Irked 


~==um=mm Continued from page | Gea 


exchange of information fs impor- 
tant.” 

The Russians, it was reported, 
got irked earlier by questions put 
to them on a WBZ radio program 
by George Fischer, Brandeis U. 
prof, who has been skedded to quiz 





them again at night on “Back- 
grounds.” 
Instead, according te Whitney 


Thompson, producer of the “Back- 
grounds” program, Prof. Schles- 
inger was asked to interview them 
after they refused to answer any 
more questions by Prof. Fischer. 
Five minutes before air time, 
Prof. Schlesinger said he asked 
them if they would consider the 
question on deStanlinization “gen- 





which represents N. Y. homeoffice | 


annually for publicists below the! 
senior rank. The raises are auto-'| 


In addition, the SPG) 
won an improvement in its sever-; 


The M-G' 
contract will follow the pattern of. 


Days” (UA), still playing in big| International Alliance of Theatri- 
first-runs of main key cities but| cal Stage Employees, which repre- 
qoing fewer of these larger dates, | scnts Paramount's homeoffice pub-- 
wound up sixth. It made more; admen, will wind up talks with Par 
than a vear that the Mike Todd) officials this week with a deal that 
pic has been in Variery’s monthly | it expected te call for a $5 across- 
survey ratings. the-board increase for all bally 


tlemanly.” The reply, he said, was: 
“We are journalists and it does not 
please us to go on. There is noth- 
ing to force us to go on and we are 
exercising our right not to go on.” 

The six Russians, Prof. Schlesina- 
|ger reported, “were very nervous 
|and not used to informal American 
| technique of radio-tv interviews. 
They wanted a rigid agenda—like 
a summit conference.” 

He said that in the preliminary 
| questioning, the Russians became 
‘angry when he asked “At what age 
do students in the Soviet Union 
stop being youths and are regarded 
as adults?” He said, “they got 
|quite angry, taking this seriously, 
iand challenging my credentials. 
|They said indignantly that they 
| were youths. 
| “Then I asked if they would dis- 
cuss the effect of the deStaliniza- 
tion campaign on Soviet youth,” he 
continued. “They said they had 
never heard of it and weren’t ac- 
| quainted with the campaign. I said 
surely there must have been a 
change in the conception of the 
‘role of Stalin. Then they got up 
and said that in view of these pro- 
vocative questions they would not 
go on the air. 

“T said that this was the kind ‘of 
thing preventing peace in the 
| world, and I would be prepared to 
| discuss any question in Moscow.” 

Thompson, summing up the inci- 
,dent, said: “We had bent over 
| backwards in arranging the second 
interview. When they kicked Prof, 
Schlesinger in the teeth they were 
kicking a known liberal and expos- 
ing the hollowness of their own 
position.” 

Ralph Della Cava, of Fordham 
U., one of the three American stu- 
dents, who just returned from a 
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Memorial Weekend Memorable 


Though film business during May slumped below the accustomed 
low in this traditionally slow season, showmen took heart this 
week from the attendance upbeat during the holiday weekend. 


Several exhibitors said a study 


of upcoming product convinced 


that the potential for a strong summer b.o. was great. 

What surprised many was the lacklustre business chalked up by 
the drive-ins in many areas, particularly in the east. Ozoners usually 
tend to hold steady, even as the hardtops take their May beating. 


Allied States Asks U.S. Atty.Gen'l 
Probe Par ‘Commandments’ Terms 
As Disguised Admission Dictate 





MERRY-GO-ROUND DAMAGES 





Child Flung From Ride At 
Drive-In’s Park 





San Antonio, June 3. 

An eight year old girl thrown 
eff a merry-go-round May 7, 1957, 
was awarded $1,000 damages. Dis- 
trict Judge C. K. Quim entered an 
agreed judgment for that amount 
in favor of Evelyn Rodriguez, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Filimon 
Rodriquez. 

According to the suit, the child 
was thrown from the merry-go- 
round at the Fiesta Drive-In Thea- 
tre here. 


Fast Settlement, 
Reade vs. Loew s 


Walter Reade Theatres and its 
Woodbridge, N. J., Drive-in, which 
only two months ago brought a $1,- 
200,000 treble damage antitrust 
suit against Loew's Inc. and Loew’s 
Theatre & Realty Corp., has set- 
tled and discontinued the action 
according to papers filed Thurs. 
(29) in N. Y. Federal Court. 

Reade is believed to have re- | 
ceived a five-figure settlement plus 
the right to screen Loew’s product 
at the Woodbridge ozoner seven | 
days after a first-run in that ter- | 
ritory. Suit, filed by attorney Wil- 
liam Gold, charged the two Loew’s 





+ Allied States Assn. has appealed 


to the U. S. Attorney General to 
institute proceedings against Para- 
mount for violating the admission 
price fixing restrictions of the con- 
sent decree. It's charged that Par 
is demanding “royalty payments” 
in drive-ins for the showing of “10 
Commandments.” According to 
Horace Adams, Allied prexy, the 
exhibitor organization's board, 
| which met in Baltimore last week, 
| decided to go directly to the Attor- 
'ney General after it had received 
reports that Par was demanding 
per capita admissions at ozoners. 


Allied’s resolution, passed by the 
board, termed the practice as a 
“subterfuge for controlling admis- 
sion prices.” What Par’s practice 
} does in effect, according to Adams, 
| is force drive-ins to charge admis- 
| sions for children. This policy, 





Adams said, is contrary to the ac- 
cepted practice of drive-ins in 
, many areas and is “confrary to the 
| decrees.” 

| Asked if Allied was going over 
| the head of the antitrust division 
| of the Dept. of Justice, which the 
| exhib org has frequently criticized 
| for its laxity in enforcing the con- 
sent. decrees, by appealing directly 
jto the Attorney General, Adams 
| said he assumed that the Attorney 
| General would refer the matter to 
| the antitrust division. 

Adams also hinted that Allied is 
preparing additional ammunition 
for presentation to the Attorney 
General. This invoives the question 
of availability which the exhibitor 
group has charged has been vio- 
lated by the major distributors in 


“Long. Hot Summer” (20th), | Staffers. 
which was sixth in the preeeding 
month, captured seventh position. 


“Teacher's Pet’ (Par), ninth in 
April, took eighth spot. 
“Paris Holiday” (UA), a new- 


comer last month, managed to Jand 
ninth money. 
other Place” (Par) rounds out the 
Top 10 list. 

“Run Silent, Run Deep” (UA), 
which copped fourth place in April; 
“God Created Woman” (Kings) and 
“Fraulein” (20th) are the runner- 
up pictures for the past month. 

A number of new pix, just start- 
ing out on distribution the 
month ended, show considerable 
promise. “God's Little Acre” (UA) 
shapes as one of the most promis- 
ing new films. 
place the final week of the month, 
and likely will be heard from 
plenty in the tuture. “Gigi” (M-G), 
which was capacity the first two 
weeks in N.Y., also looms as po- 
tentially stout. 

“Horror of Dracula” (U), done in 
Technicolor by the producers of 
“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB), 
shapes as a winner in the terror 
film category, being solid to sock 
on initial three playdates. “10 
North Frederick” (20th), too, looks 
to be a big money-getter. It picked 
off second position in the final 
week in May. 

“Left-Handed Gun” (WB), not so 
big on some dates, showed enough 
to rate as a runner-up pic one 
week. “Sheepman” (M-G), which 
won nice word-of-mouth, managed 
-; finish two times as a runner-up 
film. 

“I Married a Woman” (U), a new- 
comer, showed up well enough to 
cop ninth spot in weekly ratings 
one session, “Macabre” (AA), in 
the same category, finished ninth 
another week. “Maracaibo” (Par) 
was inclined to be uneven on initial 
playdates. 

“Too Much, Too Soon” (WB), an- 
other newie, shapes very spotty to 
Gate. “Hot Spell” (Par) was in 
much the same category. As was 
“Thunder Road” (WB), also just 
getting about. 


as 





junket of USSR, confirmed that 


firms with discrimination in re- | the issuance of certain big pictures. 


“Another Tie, An- | 


It landed in third! 





while they were there they did a 
number of unrehearsed broadcasts 


-MAGWOOD HEADS GUILD “ kosSian’ 
| OF N.Y. DIRECTORS, ‘SPARTACUS’ TITLE ISSUE 


Howard Magwood has been re- aa 
elected president of the Screen Di- 
| rectors International Guild, organ- | 
| ization of film directors operating | 
jin the east. Magwood, who has | 
headed the new group since its or- | 
ganization last September, will | use of the title, “Spartacus.” 


get eae | UA filed protest with MPAA 
; so reeiected were Charles W aS- Title Registration Bureau against 
an, Se v.p.; Joseph Kohn, | Bryna’s registration of tag, and 
| Second v.p.; Jack Glenn, secretary, the Kirk Douglas outfit has filed 
;and Jean H. Lenauer, treasurer. [similar protest against the UA 
| In addition to the officers, the | registration, , 

,; executive board consists of Philip | Title was registered by UA as 
Goddman, Ben Gardus, Leo Hur-| alternate for Alciona’s upcoming 
witz, Joseph Lerner, Willard Van,;Yul Brynner-Anthony Quinn 
| Dyke, Leo Seitzer, Sidney Meyers, | starrer, “The Gladiators,” based 
Robert Anderson, Paul V. Falken- ;on Arthur Koestler tome, Bryna 
| berg, Robert K. Sharpe and Hen-' wants tab for its Univeral produc- 
war Rodakiewicz. tion of Howard Fast’s “Spartacus,” 
| Organization now has 300 mem-_ contending label of a copyrighted 
| bers. i novel has priority. 


| United Artists and Kirk Douglas 
Rival Claimants 





Hollywood, June 3. 
United Artists and Bryna Pro- 
ductioms are both pressing for 


British Prints of MG's Confidential’ — 
To Carry Prolog Talk by Doctor 


Albert Zugsmith, producer of; ‘Blackboard Jungle.” a previous 
|“High School Confidential,” can-| Metro release which was de- 
| didly admits that “a lot of people | nounced as harming U.S. prestige 
| will hate this picture.” Zugsmith } abroad, Zugsmith emphatically de- 
| maintains that “they won't get the | nies that “High School Confiden- 
|point” and that “parents and edu-| tial” could be employed as anti- 
cators won't believe it’s happening American propaganda. He said 
to their children and_ their|the picture is careful to point out 
| schools.” that the majority of the students 

The producer’s picture is about |@0 not approve of the actions of 
narcotics addiction in U.S. high|“@ small contained group. It’s 
schools and is bound to arouse con-|made apparent that not all the 
siderable controversy both here | Students are delinquents,” 
and abroad. He stresses that the However, he revealed that the 
story is based on a series of true | British version of the film will 
incidents and that it’s his purpose | contain a prolog narrated by a 
“to give adults a glimpse of what | physician associated with the nar- 
is happening in the schools.” cotics committee of the Los An- 

Despite the clamor aroused by | geles Medical Assn. 








spect to runs and clearances, 
among other things. 

At the same time Loew's The- 
atre & Realty was also discontinued 
as a defendant in another anti- 
trust suit brought by Reade and its 
Lawrenceville, N. J., Drive-in. Case 
is still pending in N. Y. Federal 
Court. Unaffected by Loew's The- 
atre & Realty’s discontinuance are 
are the eight majors and a num- 
ber of circuits which remain de- 
fendants. 





Royal Preem 


Continued from page 2 =e 





paper’s show biz correspondent, 
“opens the last diplomatic door to 
Foreman, driven for six years into 
a Vicious political wilderness by 
the late Senator McCarthy. To the 
black-tie-mink-and-diamonds audi- 
ence tonight, the screen credit 
‘Carl Foreman Presents’ will mean 
next to nothing. But it means 
everything to this spectacled, gen- 
tle genius who fought his way back 
to Hollywood.” 

“A year or so ago,” Zec continued, 
“Foreman’s case was reviewed. He 
was completely cleared. But this 
victory in Washington was slow to 
penetrate into Hollywood. Although 
he scripted ‘Bridge on River 
Kwai’ (Col) (which, incidentally, 
Foreman has denied), it was 
thought ‘unwise’ to associate his 
name with it. 

“The film won all the Academy 
Awards but Car! Foreman received 
none of the credit. So he had a 
fierce compelling reason for mak- 
ing ‘The Key.’ It was to be a 
British film—about a supremely 
courageous chapter in the Second 
World War. And it was also a way 
in which Foreman could say ‘thank 
yon’ to the country which shelt- 
ered him, his family and his self 





respect.” 


Allied has claimed over and over 
again that the special handling 
| policy currently being followed on 
many pix is contrary to the stipu- 
lations contained in the consent 
decrees. 

| The Allied prexy indicated that 
j there was a “deplorable feeling” 
| among the board members because 
of the practices of the film com- 
| panies which, he said, were harm- 
| ful to the existence of the small- 
jtown theatres. However, Adams 
; added that Allied was prepared to 
| fight for its “legal rights” and if it 
didn’t receive satisfaction from the 
Attorney General's office it “will 
definitely go to Congress” if it is 
| found necessary to do so. 

} 


| WAYNE U. VERY PROUD 
OF ENTRY AT VENICE 


Detroit, June 3. 

United Community Services of 
| Detroit and Wayne State Univer- 
sity’s audio visual production cen- 
| ter are taking bows because their 
| 15-minute color film, “Who Kills 
| the Tiger,” has been selected as an 
, United States entry in the Venice 
Film Festival. 

Film was released last Eebruary 
by the women's committee of UCS 
as an educational picture to show 
how human problems in a com- 
munity are solved by community 
services. Planning the film effort 
was done by a special group of the 
2,000-member women’s volunteer 
organization. 

Producer is-Sherman A. Willson, 
director of Wayne State Univer- 
sity’s audio visual production cen- 
ter. Others who worked on film 
are Lawrence Silverman, director 
and photographer; William Allen, 
art work; Glen H. Gould, original 
music; Henry Leung and George 
Booth, assistant cameraman, and 
Don Johnson and Peter Townsend, 











sound, 








sd 











Wednesday, June 4, 1958 


VARIETY 


TOLLVISION 21 





Towns Beyond Ordinary TV Reception 
Develop Own Form of $3 Toll 


4 





Vancouver, June 3. 


There’s tv, of a sort, getting | 


started in the mountain towns of 
British Columbia's northland, 'till 
now deprived even of antennae sys- 
tems because too remote from ex- 
isting Canadian and American sta- 
tions. Towns are installing closed- 
circuit video with programs on 
films—tollvision in effect, though 
no theatre hookups, as yet—be- 
cause “aircasting is too costly” for 
communities the size of these, says 
Garth Pither, field operations top- 
per of Fred Welsh TV Systems 
which equips the setups. 

Prince George with 14,000 folk, 
got its first 100 paysee sets operat- 
ing May 1, and Prince Rupert, Kiti- 
mat and others are next in line 
for tv by wire that gives one “chan- 
nel,” perhaps two, and hardly se- 
ductive or likely to cut into theatri- 
cal biz very far as the recent boom 
in wired video has done. across 
southern part of B.C., shuttering 
many situations. Reason for the 
latter being, most setups offer four 
to five channels from Canadian 
and American outlets. 

What Prince George feevee is 
piping is good vidfilm packages as 
“I Loye Lucy,” “Wyatt Earp,” 
“Gunsmoke,” et al, from studios 
located in the Gallo building and 
operated by North Country TV & 
Associates. Cost to consumer is re- 
ported as $100 installation with $3 
monthly toll and demand for hook- 
ups is “quite large, especially from 
stores, hotels and restcurants.” 


Harry S. Truman 
Deplores Curbing 
Of U.S. Tollvision 


Washington, June 3. 
Tolivision has great possibilities 
and “should be given a chance,” 
according to no less an authority 
than Harry S. Truman. The for- 
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Hazards of Film-Going 
Vancouver, June 3. 

A patron got locked into 
Vancouver's indie Rex theatre 
after the late show, last Thurs- 
day night, and didn’t wake un- 
til. 5:30 am. He moseyed 
around looking for an un- 
locked exit but found only the 
fire escape as the way out, so 
called police. They advised 
him to use the fire exit. 

Fan insisted on being res- 
cued because. “those things are 
too risky.” 


TelePrompter On 
Patterson Bout? 


TelePrompter Corp. is reported 
to be in the forefront in efforts to 








rights to a proposed heavyweight 
championship bout involving champ 
Floyd Patterson. Irving B. Kahn, 
president of TelePrompter, ad- 
mitted that he has held talks with 
Cus D'Amato, Patterson's manager, 
but declined to identify the con- 
fabs as “negotiations.” 

“We'd like to telecast the fight,” 
Kahn declared, “and we will be try- 
ing to do so.”” Kahn, however, indi- 
cated that he would have “more 
news” by next week. 

What is believed to be delaying 
a final deal between D'Amato and 
TelePrompter is the selection of a 
challenger for Patterson's crown. 
| Although Patterson is scheduled to 
go into training for three title 
fights, D'Amato has refused to 
name the challengers, places or 
dates. D'Amato, who has conducted 
Patterson's affairs without associa- 


ting with the International Boxing 
Club, has taken lightly the ulti- 





snare the closed-circuit television | 


mer President stepped into the) matum of the World Championship 
pay-see controversy in a strongly Committee which met in Paris last 
worded support of home boxoffice. | week and demanded that Patterson 
His views were contained in a let-| defend his title by Sept. 30 against 
ter-to-the-editor of the Northern | one of four challengers—Eddie 
Virginia Sun, said editor being | Machen, Zora Folley, Willie Pas- 
Clayton Fritchie, former publie| trano and Roy Harris. 


SRNR on pe ean 


relations chief for Democratic Na-| 
tional Committee. (Publisher of | 
the daily, which serves the Vir-| 
ginia area bordering capital, is) 
Philip Stern, former editor of} 
Democratic Digest and son of pres- | 
ident of WDSU, New Orleans.) 

Truman, writing in response to 
an editorial which had appeared in | 
the Sun, urged that the door not be | 
closed “on prospects for supple-| 
menting the existing system by | 
making available programs which 
latter cannot support.” 

Taking up the cudgel of free en-| 
terprise, ex-president urged the | 
government not to “step in to pre- | 
vent” a citizen from trying to sell 
something, “whether it be a tele- 
vision program or a suit of clothes.” 

Detailing the many attractions, | 
such as Broadway shows, sports, | 
and such road show films as “Ten | 
Commandments” and “Around the | 
World,” which could be brought 
into the home via subscription tv, 
he recommended that both pay and | 


free video learn to live side by| 


side. He added that this could be 
accomplished under “proper safe- 
guards” established by the FCC. 





COURT ORDERS PRINTS BACK 


Middletown, O., Bluenoses Seized 
Bardot Negative 








For the second time, a court has 
ordered the return of prints of the 
Brigitte Bardot film, “And God 
Created Woman,” which had been 
confiscated by local authorities. 
This time the seizure took place at 
Middletown, Ohio. 

Picture was playing the Colonial 
Theatre there when the house was 
ordered closed and the prints were 
seized. Theatre is part of the Rube 
Shor circuit. The local court re- 
versed the banning. 

Earlier, authorities in Philadel- 
phia had c!osed houses and confis- 
cated the prints. Court nixed the 
move and ordered the prints re- 
stored. 





Kahn, stating flatly that Tele- 
Prompter had no signed deal as of 
now, said that D’Amato was still 
“shopping around” and that home- 
tv and “others” were involved. It’s 
figured that D’Amate will demand 
a guarantee of at least $200,000 for 
the tv rights. 

TelePrompter recently handled 
the successful Ray Robinson-Car- 
men Basilio middleweight cham- 
pionship fight which was _ pro- 
moted by the IBC. The event 
marked TelePrompter’s entry in 
the fight field on a big scale. 


Allied ‘Plea’ To IATSE: 
‘Don’t Saddle Distressed 
Houses With Extra Hands’ 


An appeal to the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees and other unions involved 
in theatre operations has been 
made by Allied States Assn. for 
“consideration of present economic 
conditions” in negotiations involv- 
ing personnel requirements. 

Specifically, Allied is asking the 
unions not to demand the employ- 
ment of “more personnel than is 
reasonably needed.” Main target 
of the exhibitor organization's re- 
quest is the demand of the projec- 
tionists’ unions for a _ specified 
number of men in the booth. It has 
long been the contention of the- 
atremen that with the introduction 
of safety film and other modern 
devices, the booths can be manned 
by fewer projectionists than is 
currently required. Smalltown 
theatres and nabe houses, in par- 
ticular, hav been campaigning for 
one-man opooths. In addition, 
large key city theatres have sought 
to reduce the number of booth- 
men. 

The Allied appeal was made in 
the form of a resolution passed by 
the board at its meeting in Balti- 
more last week. 





Kirk Douglas: Rival 
Prods. Now Help Each 
Other, Unlike Yesteryear 


Washington, June 3. 

Macy’s does tell Gimbels, at least 
among independent motion picture 
producers, according to Kirk Doug- 
les, who says his “The Vikings” 
was made with advice and help 
from Sam Spiegel, Hecht-Hill-Lan- | 
caster, Sam Goldwyn and the late 
Mike Todd. 

Douglas, now plugging his Unit- 
ed Artists release in a series of 
personal appearance in the east, 
said these successful indie pro- 
ducers offered him advice on every- 
thing from focations to theatre 
bookings, from hotel reservations 
to advertising stunts. 

It’s a far cry from the old days 
when each major studio was a fort- 
ress,” he notes, “and there was 
very little trading with the ‘enemy.’ 
But today’s independents realize 
that the success of one picture 
reflects favorably on all motion 
pictures. If you can get an audi- 
ence to see one picture, they are 
in the mood to try another.” 

Douglas also noted an eagerness 
and willingness on the part of top 
actors to do relatively small chores 
if the work is interesting. He util- 
izes the Todd “cameo” approach 
with a spoken narration for “The 
Vikings,” using top names for each 
language version. Orson Welles 
does the English language ver- 
sion, Yves Montand the French, 
Curt Jurgens the German and Vit- 
torio de Sica, Italian. 

Douglas emphasizes this does 
not mean the end of healthy com- 
petition in the motion picture busi- 
ness. “Talent and picture deals 
are still going to be tough and will 
be settled on their own merits,” he | 
says. 

“However, there are many areas 
where an exchange of information 
can save time and money. If a pro- 
duction takes a prattfall, everyone 
feels the smack on the seat, which | 
may be why you can get so much 
help in removing banana peels | 
from the sidewalk.” | 

Douglas arrived here Friday for | 
a series of events to plug “The| 
Vikings,” starting Saturday night 








for Israel and a reception Sunday 
by the Norwegian Society of Wash- | 
ingto 


Douglas stars with Tony Curtis and 
Janet Leigh, at the Motion Picture | 
Assn. headquarters. 

Before his return to Hollywood | 
for the pic’s preem there June 19) 
at the Fox-Wilshire, Douglas will | 
hit New York, Chicago, Boston and | 
Detroit, and also attend gradua-| 
tion exercises at his alma mater, | 
St. Lawrence University, Canton, 
N. Y., to get an honorary degree. | 

Following the Hollywood preem, 
Douglas takes off for London to| 
attend opening of the pic there, | 
| July 8 and immediately goes into | 
| production on his Hecht-Hill-Lan- | 
caster starrer, “The Devil's Dis- | 
ciple.” 


| 
MAYER-BALABAN FILM 
IN PROFIT COLUMN 


Arthur L. Mayer's first produc- | 
tion undertaking (in collaboration | 
with Burt Balaban) is coming out 
on top. Picture they co-produced, | 
“High Hell,” was brought in on a 
budget of $200,000 and, so far as 
the returns indicate so far, this 
figure will be doubled in domestic 
market rentals alone. 

Prints, distribution fees and ad- 
vertising for the Paramount re- 
lease bring the break-even figure 
to $400,000. And with this amount 
being realized in the United States 
and Canada, the foreign income, 
less expenses, will be all profit. 
Stars of “Hell” are John Derek and 
Elaine Stewart. 

Mayer stated. in New York this 
week he’s uncertain about his next 
one, with the problems including 
the difficulty in obtaining distribu- 
tor financing for “in-between” 
budgeted pictures (in the $500,000- 
$700,000 area) plus the roadblocks 
facing many film-makers when 
they undertake to put together 
top-star packages. 


A Family Deed 
Brownwood, Tex., June 3. 

Mrs. James Holland has pur- 
chased the interests in the Lyric 
Theatre formerly held by her hus- 
band and Mr, and Mrs. C. A. 
Thomas. The Hollands and the 
Thomases formerly operated the 
Lyric as a family unit. 

Holland and Mrs. Thomas are 
brother and sister. 




















Cheeful About Theatre Film Biz: 


Goldwyn Sees Toll 


Coming—But Slow 


—Meanwhile Blockbusters Due 
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Exhibs’ Own Idea Sheet 


Detroit, June 3. 

Four-page tabloid newspa- 
per is being published by the 
Metropolitan Exhibitors of De- 
troit who have organized to 
boost attendance. Tabloid pre- 
sents news of releases, upcom- 
ing radio, tv and newspaper 
advertising campaigns and in- 
dividual creative ideas by ex- 
hibs which the others might 
want to adapt to their own use. 

Paper is distributed to every 
theatre employe, among oth- 
ers, to inform them and to get 
them enthused about product 
and their jobs. 


Canada to Test 
Toll Come 1959 


Toronto, June 3. 

Next Spring, a Canadian outlet 
will be a testing-ground for Tele 
meter installation but it won’t be 
Toronto, according to J. J. Fitzgib- 
bons, president of Famous Players 
(Canadian), which has Telemeter 
control rights in Canada; and Har- 
old Minsky, sales manager for In- 
ternational Telemeter Corp., who 
was here in conjunction with the 
annual Paramount meeting. While 
the initial, experimental setup of 
pay-as-you-see Telemeter t-v will 
be confined to the East and West 
Coast outlets early next year, Can- 
ada is to be included in a trium- 
virate, with Windsor, Ontario, 
across the river from Detroit, the 
undercover but unofficial decision. 

Minsky said that Telemeter| 
would set up an auxiliary company 





these triple-geographical points to| 
see first-runs of films but that cir-| 


which was followed by 4) cyits would be closed to | ture 
“ ny afford de- . 
preview of “The Vikings,” in which jyxers a possible 30-days’ “protec. | on my record. 


By GENE ARNEEL 

Samuel Goldwyn, who last week 
forecast a new Hollywood concen- 
tration on blockbuster productions, 
now follows up with more dialog 
about the state of the industry to- 
day and what it’s going to be like 
in the future. As follows: 

The Wiftiam Paleys and I left a 
fine play which was playing to only 
half a house and stopped in to look 
in on “Gigi” and the business was 
capacity. This is a great thing for 
the picture business, and shows 
that the picture business is a great 
one. 

Business at the Palace (with 
“Bridge on the River Kwai") 
doesn't vary from week to week. 
This is the answer and I'm happy 
I'm living to see the answers. 

Pay television will come—it's 
progress—but it will take a long 
time. Still, you must consider the 
values of a theatrical system such 
as Todd-AO as compared with the 
16m film shown on the home 
screen. 

It’s not a picture industry—it’s 
an art. And people who don't see 
it as an art are going to be in 
trouble. ; 

As for the closing of more the- 
atres, what happens to any business 
when its people are not up to the 
times? I sympathize with the 
many exhibitors who made a nice 
living and their job was to see how 
cheap'y they could buy pictures. 

There will be still fewer major 
production studios, As a matter of 
fact there's a lot of independent 
producers who have nothing to be 
independent about. 

A picture must have a great 
story. This is preferable over a 
great star. 

I never know what's going to be 


with the Tenth Anniversary Ball | permitting coin-box, t-v viewers at| 4 boxoffice picture and I feel sorry 


for the producer who boasts 
he’s going to make a boxoffice pic- 
I never know. But I stand 


The greatest menace is double 


| pers of the diocese in recent days” | 


tion.” The coin-box tariff to t-v/ : 
owners will also approximate the| 474 triple bills. I walked down a 
ticket fee at first-run houses, said| Street in San Francisco with James 
Minsky, but no commercial pitches| Mulvey (president of Goldwyn Pro- 
will be inserted. He claimed that a| @uctions) and saw $10.000,000 in 
clause in local franchise contracts| Production on a single program. 
forbade Telemeter operators to in-, Film industry's business-build- 
terrupt films with commercial) img campaign (which was explained 
plugs and that such violation would | 0 Goldwyn; he hadn't been aware 


mean area Telemeter contract can-| °f it) won't mean a thing unless 
cellation. there’s better entertainment. It 


would be just a waste of money. 

Raps Acceptance of Ads | snsthing for lesser product. 
Selling Bardot ‘Sensuality’ 

And ‘Real Nudist Park’ 


I don’t believe in any organiza- 
Albany, June 3. 


tion (in a reference to Goldwyn’'s 
bowout of the Soeiety of Indepen- 
dent Motion Picture Producers). 
Evangelist, official weekly of the h 
; : changes as necessary. 
Albany Catholic Diocese, in an wet Today, CinemaScope is nothing. 
torial Friday (30), found it a cause | The medium is right. But the size 


I'm one of those rebels. Nobody 
agrees with me anyway. 
for “regret” that “community pa-| magnifies the flaws in pictures. 





There are twice as many ex- 








had carried advertising for “two 
thoroughly disgusting movies.” 
The paper did not specify the 
films, but quoted copy phrases like 
a “frolic in sensuality’—used to. 
promote “And God Created Wom- | 
an” in a drive-in beyond Albany— | 
and “complete and uncut version” | 
of a picture photographed at a 
“real nudist park”—to sell “The 
Garden of Eden” at a Schenectady 


nor theatre. , . Paramount is keeping mum on 
Drumming up business” via its plans regarding the big bundle 
such phraseology “can hardly be | of extra income coming in from the 
defended as respectable business,” | Music Corp. of America subsidi- 
declared The Evangelist. “The filth | ary. Sale of the film company's 
of the products were well-defined | back!og for television will mean up 
and illustrated in the advertise-| to $50,000,000 of which $10,000,000 
ments,” the editorial added. already has been peid. Of the 
Asking, “Does such advertising | $10,000,000, about $5,000,000 went 
have any impact on the communi- for taxes and debt retirement. Next 
ties in which it appears?,” the | installment is due in 1959. 
Catholic publication answered, Par execs, when queried, are not 
“The offending papers would deny | dropping any hints about what's 
the accuracy of their advertising | to be done with the coin, They re- 
promotion if they claimed the ads fuse to comment, for example, on 
were not influential in :obtaining | the possibility of an extra divi- 
paying customers.” | dend, earmarking the revenue for 
“Surely,” coneluded the edi- toll television (International Tele- 
torial, “the press which wields; meter) or further diversification, 
such a mighty influence should be 
counted upon to encourage high 
moral standards within the com- | 
munity it serves, by maintaining a baccalaureate. at 


‘Is Par Backlog 


Coin Earmarked 
For Telemeter? 








Dr. Hugh M. Flick, ex-censor of 

New York State, will deliver the 

Marlboro, Vt., 

policy of respectability for both the College Saturday (7). He will re- 
editorial and advertising columns. | ceive an honorary Litl.D. 
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DAZZLING DEVELOPMENTS BRING 
TOP NAMES INTO INDUSTRY PROBE 


4 
ee 





Washington, June 3. 

Former NBC President Niles 
Trammell told an investigator he 
had “made the rounds” of all FCC 
commissioners on behalf of Bis- 
eayne Television, RKO Teleradio 
President Thomas F. O'Neil was 
quoted as saying if he were per- 
mitted to buy into a Biscayne tv 
competitor he could guarantee that 
Sen. McCarthy’s Roy Cohn could 
swing the contest. NBC’s Tex Me- 
Crary either did or did not get 
himself thrown out of FCC Com- 
missioner T. A. M. Craven's office 
attempting to do some good for 
CBS. 

These were among the dazzling 
array of developments at House 
Commerce Legislative Oversight 
Subcommittee Hearings on con- 
tested tv cases. Subcommittee 
counse! Robert Lishman did not 
dwell on any one case for very 
long, but in his own words merely 
sought to establish a pattern prov- 
ing that unethical or illegal ap- 
proaches to commissioners are 
common in all contested tv cases. 
He insisted he had proven that this 
is true, as the hearings adjourned 
for a week in Washington, to per- 
mit a trip te Boston. 

On Thursday, June 5, the probe 
of many turns takes another big 
switch. The Subcommittee, or at 
least one member—more if they 
are available—will open a hearing 
in Boston. Lishman said in one 
breath that the hearing was for the 
sole purpose of forcing subpoenaed 
records from the Herald-Traveler 
bearing on the Channel 5 case. In 
the next breath, however, he said 
that Bernard Goldfine’s alleged fix- 
ing of Federal Trade Commission 
and Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission cases would alse be at is- 
sue. Goldfine is only suspected of 
a connection with Channel 5. It 
was Goldfine who said he had Sher- 
man Adams in his hip pocket. 

Niles Trammel teld subcommit- 
tee staff man Stephen Angland that 
the industry hadn’t known there 
was a difference between ‘“‘adjudic- 
atory” matters on which it was im- 
proper to contact commissioners 
and “rulemaking” proceedings on 
which such contracts were not im- 
proper. He said he thought that 
the parties in all contested tv 
cases had made such approaches to 
commissioners. 

His statement was introduced 
along with statements by publisher 
John Knight and others interested 
in Biscayne TV which won the 
Miami Channel 7 award. Angland 
had explained he had evidence that 
three of the four applicants for the 
channel! had applied improper pres- 
sures. 

Knight introduced the name of 
Ben Fuqua, and a statement from 
Fugua—prominent in the Miami 
Channel 19 case—admitted many 
and frequent contacts with ex- 
Commissioner Mack. Knight con- 
tacted Sen. John Bricker ‘R., Ohio), 

(Continued on page 52) 


Richard Diamond 


Reprieve Likely “__ 


Looks like the “Richard Dia- 
mond” series, slated for axing, 
will be getting a new lease on life 
in the fall with P. Lorillard con- 
tinuing its sponsorship. It’s cur- 
rently slotted Thursday nights at 
8 on CBS but would move to 8:30 
the same night. Only hitch at the 
moment is whether Johnson’s Wax, 
which also has a half-sponsorship 
inerest in the 8:30 time period, is 
willing to go along with the en- 
try. - 

Originally Lorillard (on behalf 
of Old Geld) decided to quit “Dia- 
mond” and bought into the Satur- 
day night “Gale Storm Show,” but 
was forced to vacate the slot be- 
cause of the conflict with Brown & 
Williamson’s “Texan” in the pre- 
ceding half-hour period. Instead 
Lorillard purchased Thursday 
8:30. Lorillard would have pre- 
ferred putting a participation show 
in, but CBS, in pacting General 
Foods for Thursday at 9 for “Zane 
Grey Theatre,” had given assur- 
ance that an action show would 
precede the GF entry. 





TV In-the-Round 


Chicago, June 3. 

WBBM-TYV is attempting in- 
the-round video production 
with its new early evening jazz 
show debuting tomorrow night 
(Wed.). Duke Ellington orch, 
as first attraction, will be 
staged centrally in an arena of 
bleachers seating the studio 
audience. Show was brain- 
stormed by program director 
Frank Atlass. 

Station is sustaining the jazz 
opus, pending a sponsor bite, 
in lieu of CBS-TV’s new “Sing 
Along.” Ken Nordine is host- 
ing. Title, logically, is “Jazz 
in the Round.” 


ABC-TY's Major 
Coup; Signs Bing 
To 5-Year Deal 


ABC-TV has signed a five-year 








Revue will have four holdovers, 


City.” 


for latter. 


MCA Revue Loves Everybody — 


Hollywood, June 8. 


Despite the widely discussed link between NBC-TV and MCA’s 
Revue Productions, fact is that Revue will have as many shows on 
CBS-TV as NBC next season. At this point, it lines up as five shows 
on each web, with possibly another two on ABC. 

The little-noticed CBS-TV lineup of Revue properties includes 
“Bachelor Father,” “General Electric Theatre,” 
cock Presents,” “The Millionaire,” and the alternating “Schlitz- 
Lux Playhouse.” All are holdovers from last season. On NBC-TV, 


“Alfred Hitch- 


“Wagon Train,” “Restless Gun,” 


“Wells Fargo,” and “M-Squad,” and one newcomer, “Cimarron 


Revue eatry on ABC is Gomalco Productions’ “Leave It to Bea- 
ver” and a possible second starter is “Roadblock.” No time is set 











Craven Plan Not Dead 
Washington, June 3. 

Dropping of the tv table of 
allocations so as to permit 
anybody to apply for a channel 
in any city where it would not 
cause interference, the _ so- 
called Craven Plan, is not 





THE 
HONEY DREAMERS 


Appearing June 21 Montauk, LeL, 





- ~~ ge enero aol dead. Neither is the Ameri- 

ecords ranscriptions can Broadeasting plan for 
Memt: ART WARD Direction pos aaa : ; 

Oxford 7-9034 MCA drop-ins” of new VHF chan- 


nel assignments at strategic 
points, all according to FCC 
chairman John C. Doerfer. 


| 
| 





exclusive television contract with | 
Bipg Crosby. Deal calls for Cros-| 
by’s personal services on two ABC | 
specials a year plus the production 
of two half-hour film pilots a year 
in partnership with the network. 
ith 


Mutual Paid’ Of 
In Filter Stock 


Aquafilter Corp., makers of ciga- 











Testifying before the Sen- 
ate Commerce Committee last 
week on tv allocations, Doer- 
fer noted that all hope is gone 
for UHF as an answer to the 
scarcity of channels. He said 
the FCC would have to work 
on other answers, based firmly 
on VHF, to get more televi- 


sion service where it is 
needed. 
The FCC chairman indi- 


cated that serious considera- 
tion would have to be given 
to the plan named for Commis- 
sioner T.A.M. Craven, who 
suggested and later withdrew 
it before action could be taken, 
to at least a modified form of 
the ABC plan, and perhaps to 
such devices as dropping of 
power and directionalizing of 
signals so as to prevent inter- 
ference if new “drop-in” chan- 
nel assignments are made. 











Gen. Foods, M-G 


In Unprecedented 
Deal for ’59- 


Tom McDermott of Benton 


|for each 13-week period during 
which such radio time is made 
available by Mutual up to a maxi- 
The to- 


Bowles’ ‘on behalf of General 
Foods) and Bud Barry of Metro TV 
are “collaborating” on a project 


Craven Throws New Scare Into 
Industry on TV's Shift to ‘U’ Band 


Washington, June 3 

| FCC Commissioner T. A. M. 
| Craven threw out a chill last week 
| which could grow uleers all along 
jtv row. He warned the Senate 
Commerce Committee that the 
military and other urgent uses for 
frequencies could force television 
| off the VHF bands and into the 
| sadly limping UHF part of the 
| spectrum. His words were more 
ominous because, as engineer 
; member of the FCC, itis his job 
} to talk things over ‘with the mili- 
|tary and other government agen- 
| cles. 

| His testimony was in the form of 
}a dissent to FCC chairman John | 
| C. Doerfer’s statement that UHF is 
| dead and it is too late to revive 
| it. Deoerfer said the tremendous 
public investment in VHF-only 
} sets, plus the certainty that substi- 
| tution of UHF channels for present 
| VHF would mean that many peeple 
| would lose tv service entirely, add 
| up to the political impossibility of 
| saving UHF. 

| The Committee last week heard 
testimony on the tv allocations 
} probiess on such devices for 
| spreading tv signals as community 
|antenna systems (CATV), satellites, 
|translators and boosters. There 
| were so many opponents of CATV 
| systems and they took so long to 
| testify that advocates of the sys- 
|tems were put off to an indefinite 
future date. 

One witness last week departed 
| from protocol to biast the Commit- 
tee for incessant talk, intermittent 
| hearings, good reports—but a 
j}complete lack of action to save 
|UHF. Committee chairman War- 
|ren Magnuson (D., Wash.) grew red 
lof face, but swallowed hard and 
/eventually gave a polite answer. 
| The witness, William Putnam of 
WWLP, Springfield, Mass., and 
|} WRLP, Greenfield, Mass., also 
lashed at almost everybody else in 
Washington. He indicated that he 





& | felt he was wasting his time tes- 


tifying since the committee only 

issues reports, “and I love them 

... but then nothing happens” 
Of FCC chairman Doerfer who 





Exclusive arrangement wi 
ABC-TV ends Crosby’s long associ- 
ation with CBS, which last week} é 
was in the midst of negotiation with ‘®t filters and holders, which is an 
the singer-actor-producer. Crosby advertiser on the MBS net, has 
signed with Thomas Moore, ABC | granted the Mutual Broadcasting 
ae See. oe the deal com-| Co an option to purchase stock in 

" . ‘ | Aquafilter,-“as part payment for 

According to ABC, the price for | radio time purchased.” 

Crosby is an “elastic figure,” but | thes icin 
the network would not disclose the|, 1€ Unique deal was spelled out 
bottom or top price range. in a letter to stockholders sent out 

Length of the two Crosby spe-| °Y®" the signature of Aquafilter 
icials has not yet been decided but | Prez Herman L. Shaw. MBS top- 
ithe network is mulling both the|Pe™ Armand Hammer, said the 
hour and hour-and-a-half format. | St0ck option feature of the deal 

| was for services rendered by the 
net. Aquafilter, Hammer said, is 
HERITAGE ANKLES | paying for the time, like any other 
;sponser, with the stock option 
ZULLI SUN SERIES | trex in for additional network 
. services. 

-Heritage Books, which had orig-| The letter to stockholders made | 
inally contracted to sponsor Dr.|"0 mention of the additional net- 
Floyd Zulli for four Sunday after-| Work services. It stated “your 
noon programs on WCBS-TV, | company has entered into an agree- 
bowed out of the last show June 1.;| ment with Mutual Broadcasting 
It will use the money, instead, for| System, Inc., under the terms of 
a series of WCBS-TV spots and has; which, as part payment for radio 
the upcoming “Sunrise Semester” | time purchased from Mutual, your 
adjacencies under consideration, | company has granted Mutual the 

Franklin Spier, agency for Heri-| option to purchase 37,500 shares of 
| tage Books, evidently felt there|the common stock, par value 10 
wasn't sufficient mail response to; cents per share, of your company 
| sponsor’s book offer on Zulli’s “A 
Time For Books” Sunday after- 
noon program. 

Dropout of Heritage from Zulli’s, mum of four such periods. 
final program reportedly will not! tal number of shares subject to 
dampen ardor of stafion head Sam| purchase under this option is, 
Cook Digges’ efforts to present him | therefore. 150,000; and the option 
as a fall commercial possibility on! price is 62'2 cents per share, being 
WCBS-TV’s channel. | based upon the market value of the 

The fourth “A Time For Books” | stock at the time the option was 
program was presented sustaining | negotiated. 
with Zulli taking Samuel Butler’s| “The options with respect to 
“The Way of All. Flesh” as his| each 13-week period will expire at 
topic. Warren Kraetzer produced the end of six months following 
| the four programs and Ned Cramer |the termination of the 13-week 
eg ane (Continued on page 52) 








— 





Celler's Back on the Waa - 


Washington, June 3. 

The FCC was threatened with another tough probe if it doesn’t 
act immediately to outlaw network option time, must buy and tie- 
in program sales. Author of the threat was Rep. Emanuel Celler 
(D., N.Y.), who said that since the Justice Department has told 
the FCC the networks are violating the antitrust laws, the Com- 
mission has no further excuse for delay. 

Justice Antitrust Chief Victor Hansen told reporters he had ad- 
vised the FCC that must-buy and program tie-ins are per se vio- 
lations of the antitrust laws, but he expressed reservations about 
option time. 

Celler reminded the FCC that the House Judiciary Antitrust 
Subcommittee of which he is chairman had issued a report in 
1956 in which it assailed option time, must buy and program tie- 
ins, that the Senate Commerce Committee and the FCC’s own Net- 
work Study Staff in the Barrow report had reached the same con- 
= He said the Justice decision makes FCC action “impera- 

ve.” 

Celler spoke of “unjustified delay,” and said, “in all the cir- 
cumstances it is crystal clear that the membership of the FCC has 
resorted to dilatory tactics in what appears to be a deliberate effort 
to refrain from taking action to ban these various restrictive and 
sere aie agalt and he concluded that his subcom- 
snittee will reopen its hearings “if there is furthe i 
by the FCC.” £ r footdragging 





which, in terms of longrange tv 
programming, is probably unprece- 
dented. Gen. Foods, more than a 
| whole year in advance, is commit- 
ting itself sight unseen to a deal 
(for the 1959-60 season) for spon- 
;sorship of a new Metro TV half- 
|hour series, “Father of the Bride,” 
in the planning of which both the 
M-G-M tv subsid and Benton & 
Bowles will have an active part. 

Thus “Father,” from the ground- 
work (or pilot) up, will be built to 
sponsor specification, although in 
this particular instance there's the 
old Metro “Father of the Bride” 
theatrical feature, which starred 
Spencer Tracy and Elizabeth Tay- 
lor, as a working blueprint. 





had testified that UHF is not as 
good a tv service as VHF, he said, 
“he is the easiest guy to find fault 
with that I know in public office.” 
As to former chairman George C 
McConnaughey, he said that in- 
(Continued on page 52) 


Writers Guild To 
Weigh CBS Strike 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Negotiating committee of the 

Obviously, no network or time | Writers Guild of America, West, 
period has been set for the pilot-| has issued a call for membership 
less commitment. What is unique} meeting’ to consider a_ possible 
is that an agency and a production | strike against CBS, following im- 
company are working hand in hand | passe in current discussions on 
from the inception of a series to|new pact to supplant old contract 
meet sponsor demands with M-G/| which expired Saturday. Contract 
already off the hook on the financ- | affects net’s Coast staff news and 
ing of a full season’s series. pews 


According to a Guild ee. 
‘ ’ ° TV-Radio Branch of the writers 
More Bandstand Coin }and its Council are expected to 
ABC-TV’s afternoon “American! @¢t immediately upon the request, 
Bandstand” just inked four new| With a branch membership meet- 
advertisers. Daily stanza picked up| img also expected to be called. 
Polk Miller Products, Shulton, Conclaves have been held since 
Vick Chemical and Minnesota Min-| last April by guild and CBS on 
ing. new pact, Issues involved in- 
The WFIL-TV, Philly emanation | clude increases in base salaries of 
has completely changed its sched-| personnel affected, additional fees 
ule since preeming last August and}|for other duties beyond writing, 
is now exposed Monday through|acting editor fees, program fees 
Friday from 3 to 3:30 and 4 to 5\and a number of ether labor rela- 
p.m. tions provisions, 


} 
| 
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THE TROUBLES FROM ‘DOUBLES’ 


$1,000,000 ‘Show Boat’ Production 


Sorry, Wrong Number 


Decision of CBS creating a four-way disseminating of news (ac- 
tually it’s five if one includes corporate matters that are chan- 
neled through public relations chieftain Kidder Meade) is causing 
some confusion among the newspapers gentry on the tvy-radio beat. 
Particularly they're concerned over “how are we gonna know who 
to call” if they're working on specific yarn and need to touch base 
with the proper person without tipping their mitt on an exclusive 


story. 


As one newspaper guy put it: “Instead of just calling Syd Eiges 
at NBC or Mike Foster at ABC on any type story, it’s now neces- 
sary to sit down with ourselves and go into conference on whether 
to call Kidder Meade (corporate stuff); Charles Steinberg (tv net- 


work); Sid Garfield (CBS) radio); 


Stations) or Mike Horton (CBS news). That's a lot of decision to 


make over getting a story.” 


New Agitation for 








TV Channel to Serve London 


By HAROLD MYERS 
London, June 3. 


As commercial television con- | 
tinues to make remarkable finan-| 


cial strides, there is developing a} months back from Ed Murrow’s 
“Person to Person” staff, is return- 
pendent channel, which could share | ing to CBS. 


new agitation for a second inde-| 


the advertising revenues of the ex- | 
isting web. However, it appears | 
that the Government may hesitate | 
to give an early greenlight and | 
may prefer to await the findings 
of a Royal Commission which is | 
expected to be appointed within 
the next two or three months. 
According to sources close to the 
Postmaster General, the Minister 
is already selecting the panel of | 
experts who will make the detailed | 
Royal Commission inquiry and, if ; 
precedent is anything to go by, it} 
will take at least two to three years | 
before their survey is complete | 
and their report readied for Par- | 
liament. 
As the Televiison Act stands at 
present, the Minister could, tech- | 





+ 


with the CBS Press Dept. under 
Charles Steinberg, assigned prin- 
cipally to feature stories. 
jan ex-VarIetTy staffer. 


NBC Confronted 


Charles Oppenheim (CBS owned 





2d Com! 





Horn Back to CBS 


John Horn, who resigned a few 


This time, however, he checks in 


Horn is 





With 10:30 to 11 
Sponsor Problem 





If, as is reported, Lucky Strike 


nically, give an immediate okay to: is cancelling out on the longrun-) 
a second commercial channel—pos- ning Saturday night “Hit Parade” 
sibly easier than he could to a : 

. j and relinquishes the time period, 
second BBC outlet. Some trade NBC-TV may be in the peculiar if 





sters still firmly believe that be 
fore long there'll be a compro- 
mise move and the opening up of 
a second London outlet. 
One thing appears certain. The | 
Royal Commission will recommend | 
the Government to postpone the, 
expiry date of the present BBC | 
charter to.coincide with the end-| 
ing of the commercial tv charter | 
so that they would both terminate | 
in 1964. This would permit of one | 
comprehensive piece of legislation | 
to renew both networks and to | 
make any modifications or endorse | 
any expansion. At the present | 
time, commercial tv.is subject to} 
the Television Act, whereas the | 
BBC is operated under a special | 
charter with the Postmaster Gen- | 
eral responsible to Parliament for | 
both webs. 
The current view that there was | 
room financially for a second com-' 
mercial station was underlined in 
a special news feature in the Sun- | 
day Observer, which analyzed the | 
(Continued from page 50) 


Pat's ‘Mad Show 
Set for ABC-TV 


Pat Weaver and -ABC-TV isl 
partnered next season in the pro- 
duction of a full-hour live comedy- 
variety show. Web this week pen- 
cilled Weaver's “Mad Show,” based 
on material in the satirical Mad 
Magazine, as the Monday 7:30-8:30 
p.m, presentation. 

To be produced from New York, 
the fall starter will consist of 
sketches and a general run of 
spoofs and “social criticism.” Fron- 
ter has not been inked yet, but 
Weaver was pitching Jim Backus 
to ABC for another show and there 
is said te be a remote possibility 
he will act as emcee of the 60-min- 
ute weekly program. 

Hour will be pitched via Weav- 
er's old NBC “magazine” concept, 
recognized generally as a partici- 
pating show. 





| would shift to Saturday nights 9:30 





Mad Magazine is a bi-monthly 
comic book for adults. 


not unprecedented position next 
season of returning 10:30 to 11 
p.m. back to the stations virtually 
cross-the-board. 

It’s an eventuality that could 
bring unalloyed rejoicing to the 
affiliates, who would like nothing 
better than to recapture the late 
night segment for syndicated pix 
or feature film displays. 

It’s also contingent, of course, on 
what happens Monday nights. 
Presently on the ‘58-59 drawing 
board is the sale of the full hour 
“Cimmaron City” 10 te 11 o'clock, 
with no takers as yet. However, 
NBC is reported offering 10 to 
10:30 for any sponsor who wants to 
bring in a show, in which case, it's 
underst 3 “Cimmaron City” 





to 10:30 in place of the proposed | 
“Tallahassee” series. 

In that event, Sunday, Monday, | 
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:30 to 
11 would be sponsorless. Hazel | 
Bishop started “Musical Bingo” in 
the Thursday 10:30 period last 
week but the fall status of the time 
slot is still uncertain. Gillette has 
Fridays for the fights. Lucky; 
Strike defection would open up| 
Saturday. 

On the other hand, CBS will be} 
sold out 10:30 to 11 cross-the-board | 
with the exception on Saturdays, 
the scorecard here’ reading: 
“What's My Line” Sundays, “Desi- 
lu Playhouse” Mondays, Garry 
Moore Tuesdays (half sponsorship 
still open); U. S. Steel-Armstrong 
on Wednesdays; “Playhouse 90” | 
Thursdays and “Person to Person” 
Fridays. 


, > . 
Olds’ Patti Shift 

ABC-TV and Oldsmobile have 
virtually okayed a shift of the 
upcoming Patti Page show from 
Tuesdays at 10 to Wednesdays at 
9:30. 

Confabs began shortly after 
CBS-TV pinned down Garry Moore 
for the 10 p.m. slot on Tuesdays. 
Reportedly, Olds, handled by D. P. 
Brother agency, was a bit leery of 
the Moors competition. Sponsor 
okay was due yesterday (Tues.). 








CO-SPONSORSHIP 


~CAN BE RELL 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The practice of doubling up of 
sponsors on half-hour weekly net- 
work entries (a situation stemming 
primarily from the fact that the 
average sponsor needs relief from 
the $5,000,000 time-and-talent cost 
for each 30-minute program) 
heading for more and more trouble. 
That runoff of the “Louisville 
Derby” a couple weeks back in 
which Brown & Williamson prexy 
Emory Lewis nosed out CBS for 
lead position in the battle over the 
B & W vs. Lorillard ciggie con- 
flicts, forcing the network to guar- 
antee even greater protection to 
clients on back-to-back rival prod- 
uct slotting, creates an even more 
untenable position. 

CBS (as with the other networks) 
thought they had the situation 
pretty well licked when, last Sep- 
tember, it sent out notices to the 
agencies and clients putting itself 
on record as regards the mounting 
problem of slotting rival companies 
back-to-back. Naturally, said 
CBS, it would exercise extreme 
care in preventing out and out 
conflicts, but CBS could not offer 
any guarantees or protection when 
it came to cross-plugging alternate- 
week sponsors of the shows. This 
at least invited a temporary quiet- 
us. 

But the fact that CBS has agreed 
to modify its protection clause in 
favor of sponsors represented by 
single products (in contrast to the 
Levers, the General Foods, the 
Procter & Gambles, etc., who can 
always pin a commercial on an- 
other brand to avoid such con- 
flicts) is seen as compounding a 


| dilemma from which there is no 


escape. 

There are those who contend 
that CBS, whatever the merits of 
B& W's case in forcing CBS to shuf- 
fle the sponsorship of its Friday 
and Saturday night programming 
lineups next season, should have 
stuck by its guns and not have ac- 
quiesed so easily. They point out 
that a viewer, for example, after 
watching the Chesterfield-spon- 
sored “Gunsmoke” on CBS, will 
tune over to the Lucky Strike- 
sponsored “Hit Parade” immedi- 
ately following on NBC. True, it's 
argued, the shows, though back to 
back, are on different networks, 
but nobody pays any attention to 
this type of conflict or seems to 
mind it in the least. Why should it 
make any difference, they further 
argue, if the same situation pre- 
vailed without the switchover to 
another channel. The networks, of 
course, would like to have it that 
Way, but the sponsors, as in the 
case of Brown & Williamson, would 


(Continued from page 50) 








‘Oh, Chet’ 


Omaha, June 3. 

NBC commentator Chet 
Huntley, key speaker at the 
climactic session of the Nation- 
al Congress of Parents and 
Teachers convention here last 
week, planted a verbal time 
bomb and watched it explode 
by slapping the wrist of edu- 
cators. 

Among his barbs was, “We 
are not only short on scien- 
tists, we are short of poets as 
well. We are long on medioc- 
rity.” 

He also declared that too 
many students come out of 
schools unable to write a com- 
pound sentence, spell words of 
more than two syllables, show 
any knowledge of the classics 
or science or math. They have 
no working knowledge of a 
foreign language, he added. 

Huntley also suggested that, 
“If the shoe fits, wear it.” 

The shoe apparently pinched 
the feelings of the outgoing 
prexy, Mrs. Rollin Brown, who 
chastised the Huntley speech 
and roared, “Chet, this is not 
the speech you promised. This 
was delivered in Tennessee 
and I didn’t like it then.” 


is |. 








| 





Tops List of TV 


$20,000.00 Big 


Spec Potentials; 
Ones’ Eyed for 59 


By JACK HELLMAN 





Pat’s Sunday Punch 

Appearance of Sylvester Pat 
Weaver on next Sunday’s (8) 
Mike Wallace in depth probing 
on- ABC-TV has excited con- 
siderable trade interest. More 
or less relegated to obscurity 
since his departure from NBC 
(although he’s been a consult- 
ant to Henry Kaiser) this will 
be. Weaver's first official pro- 
nunciemento on the “state of 
television” in a couple of 
years. 

The word is out that Weaver 
will spare nothing and no one 
in letting the industry “have 
it.” Transcripts of the Wallace 
programs are usually available 
in advance, but this one is be- 
ing kept under strict wraps 
with a “Sunday night 10:30” 
release date. 

With a full hour Weaver live 
entry preeming on ABC-TV 
next fall, there’s a lot of won- 
dering, too, about a future 
ABC-Weaver alliance. 


CBS Tells Revlon 
To ‘Get Lost’ On 
Summer Quizzer 


Apparently it's just one “stand- 








Hollywood, June 8. 

The blue chips are flying in tele 
vision. Specs with a market value 
of $20,000,000 are being put on the 
line for the '58-'59 season largely 
on the speculation of agency mer 
that this is the year of the spec 
Judging from network exemptions 
there should be room for half o 
the output. 

Every talent agency, and pack 
ager, and network has at least om 
in the shop and pitching like ma 
for a sale. The network preemp 
tions would indicate time clearanc: 
for at least half of the offerings 
Sold or not, they present an inter 
esting insight into the thinking o 
men who stake their fortunes 01 
the sponsors’ whim. 

Most expensive package is th 
“Show Boat” two-hour show bein; 
offered for next season at the 
round figure of $1,000,000 exclusiv: 
of time, which would add anothe 
$250,000. Pencilled for the starrin; 
roles are Polly Bergen, Andy De 
vine, Ray Bolger, Jane Powell 
William Warfield and Alfred Drak: 
as Ravenol, 

MCA has the longest list of spe 
cials, 10, closely followed by Wil! 
liam Morris and NBC with sever 
In the MCA lineup is “Anythin, 
Goes,” with Ethel Merman; “Dea 
Ruth,” acquired in the Paramoun 
| film library deal; “Dream World, 
,also from Paramount; “Happ 
Hunting,” with Ethel Merman; “I 
|I Were King,” from Paramoun 
'and with a new Rudolph Frim 
| Score; “Kiss the Boys Goodbye, 








ing on principle” after.another so | from Paramount, with a score b, 


far as CBS is concerned. Couple a agg Me Tg x 
weeks back found CBS agreeing | Wonderful,” with Jerry ” Lewis 


with Brown & Williamson that | Donald O'Connor, Eddie Fishe 


there was a principle involved in 
offering protection to B&W on 
erasing a commercial conflict on 
programming. 

Now comes a case where CBS 
is dishing out the “principle” and 
has told off Revlon on the Jatter’s 
plan to install a new quizzer-parti- 
cipation, “Bid or Buy” out of the 
John Guedel shop as a summer re- 
placement for “$64,000 Question.” 
From all accounts, CBS doesn’t 
think it's suitable programming of 
sufficiently high standards for the 
network and, despite Revion’s con- 
tinued protestations that it wants 
the show to go on, CBS has turned 
it down. 

It’s one of the few instances 
where a sponsor has come in with 
its own show only to get a turn- 
down from the network. 

When “$64,000 Question” re- 
turns for the fall semester it will 
shift over to Sunday at 10 to re- 
place “$64,000 Challenge” under 
Revlon auspices, with Revion also 
buying into the Tuesday night 10 
to 11 Garry Moore Show. Just 
how CBS’ nix on the summer quiz 
will affect Revion's fall-winter al- 
legiances remains to be seen. 


It’s Cum Laude Time 


Graduation exercises, but 
fountain pens, please: 

Robert W. sarnoff, prexy of 
NBC, awarded honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree from Pennsylvania 





no 


| Military College, Chester, Pa. 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
} 


| 








Edward R. Murrow, CBS Radio 
and TV commentator, honorary de- 
gree from Grinnell College, Grin- 
ell, Iowa. 


Eric Sevaried, CBS News Chief 
gets | 
| honorary Doctor of Letters degree 


Washington correspondent, 


from Wittenberg College, Spring- 
field, O. 
Howard K. Smith, former CBS 


News Chief European Correspond- NB 
lent and now a member of the’ 


c~ Jack Carter or Alan King 
“Top Banana,” with Phil Silvers 

Put on the line by William Mor 
ris are “Americana,” half centur 
of musical comedy, with Orso: 
| Welles, Jack Lemmon or Garr. 
Moore as host; Benny Goodma) 
spec; “Chautaqua,” 90-minute spe 
with Lili Pons or Marguerite Pizz 
as Galli-Curci, Meredith Willso: 
as John Philip Sousa, Dennis Da: 
as John McCormack, William Dem 
arest as Al Smith; “Don Quixote, 
produced by Max Liebman wit! 
Ray Bolger, Mickey Rooney an 
Sally Ann Howes; “50 Years of th: 
Mevies,” 90 minute or two-hou 
C. B. DeMille production, witli 
DeMille as host and Jerry Stag; 


(Continued on page 46) 


Caesar Specials. 
Set for Chevy 


Sid Caesar will be back next sea 
son—and in his oldtime hour va 
riety form rather than a 30-minute 
weekly showcase. Comic, prior tc 
leaving for Great Britain this week 
(he’s doing a summer series foi 
BBC-TV), negotiated a deal with 
Chevrolet for a minimum of two 
full hour specials. 

These will be integrated into the 
| regular Sunday night 9 to 10 Chevy 
Show on NBC-TV, of which Dinah 
|Shore is the major sparkplug. 
| Deal was negotiated via Campbell- 
Ewald, agency for Chevy. Comic’s 
| ABC-TV Sunday night half-hour 
| program was cancelled by Helena 
} 
| Rubenstein. 


Lester Bernstein 
From ‘Time’ to NBC 


Lester Bernstein, senior editor at 
Time, is reported stepping into the 
job at director of information at 














Bernstein succeeds Michael Hor- 


Washington Bureau, gets honorary ton, who is moving over to a s'milar 


degree from St. Norbert College, 


West de Pere, Wisc. 


newly-created post for CBS News 
junder Sig Mickelsen. 
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Vintage 


Song-&-Dance Pix Prove 


Major Disappointment as TV Fare 





Musicals 
rating getters today, when it 
comes to tv exposure of vintage 


features. 

At this point there are suffi- 
cient features from most of the 
major Hollywood studios piling 
up a rating history to draw that 
general conclusion. There are, 
ef course, exceptions. 

But the majority of muffcals, 
including many  extravaganzas 
from the Metro library, don’t 


draw the big audiences. Stations, 
aware of this situation, on the 
whole don’t schedule a song and 
dance pic during rating week. 


A vet station o&o film buyer 
explains the disappointment this 
way: Musicals are topical and 


what was fresh and fun in songs 
years ago has become old hat 
today. More than any other type 
ef picture, they show their age 
via the old tunes, the old arrange- 
ments the “23 skidoo” steppin’. 

Metro rating disappointments 
include “Great Ziegfeld,” “Cabin 
in the Sky,” “Broadway Rhythm” 
and the various “Broadway Mel- 


odies.” The tunes in them in- 
clude “Look for’ the Silver 
Lining,” “A Pretty Girl Is .Like 


A Melody,” “If You Knew Susie,” 
“You Are My Lucky Star,” “I've 
Got A Feelin’” and other greats 
of yesterday. 

They haven't the 
oldsters apparently aren't suffi- 
the teenagers and the doting 
cient to draw the imposing rat- 
ings. 

Some of the exceptions and 
reservations should be stated. As 
to the exceptions, they, include 
the “classics”, the Fred Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers starrers such 
as “Top Hat,” Frank Sinatra’s 
“Anchors Away,” and a_ few 
others. 

The reservations stem from the 
fact that the syndicators have 
held off many top musicals pend- 
ing their theatrical reissue. Pix 
held off include Warner Bros. 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy,” and 
Metro’s “Easter Parade,” “The 
Harvey Girls” and “Meet Me in 
St. Louis.” Also not rated as yet 
are the Paramount musicals now 
being made available to tv via 
MCA. They'll be bringing Bob 
Hope and Bing Crosby back in 
their “Road” musicals, as well as 


(Continued on page 48) 


Times Sq. Pilot 


“beat” for 





of yesterday are not¢ 





Both Tape & Film 


Having negotiated temporary 
jurisdiction in both American Fed- 
eration of Television & Radio Art- 
ists and Screen Actors Guild—a 
feat which in itself is distinctive— 
Telestudios in New York has the 
unique distinction of being the 
first production shop to lense the 
pilot of a new. series on both video 
tape and regular 35m film. 

Pilot was for a half-hour variety 
package, “Times Square Varie- 
ties,” with Peter Donald emceeing. 
Others in the pilot, produced by 
Carl Eastman, Al White Jr., and 
Ernest Chappelle for Video Varie- 
ties Inc., included The Chordettes, 
the Great Ballantine and some 
novelty acts. VVI's plans call for 
shooting the remainder of a series 
and putting it into syndication. 

Eastman said the principle out- 
put, beyond the initialer, will be 
on film, until the number of tv 
stations with video tape equipment 
Increases. 


‘N.Y. CONFIDENTIAL,’ 
‘FURY’ SOLD EN BRIT. 


Deals on “New York Confiden- 
tial” and “Fury” for telecasting in 
Britain by commercial program- 
mers were closed by Television 
Programs of America. 

“Confidential” was bought by As- 
sociated Rediffusion, while “Fury” 
went to Incorporated Television 
Programme, Ltd. Involved were 
39 episodes of each series. “Com 
fidentia!” currently is being sold 
in syndication, with “Fury” a net- 
werk show on NBC-TV, sponsored 








by General Foods and Borden. 


Curb Your Reruns 

In an effort to stabilize the 
rerun field in syndication, CBS 
Film Sales is holding off re- 
leasing all the episodes in a 
particular series, as well as 
temporarily retiring a number 
of series that have been 
around for sometime. 

The dual step was taken in 
order not to glut the market 
with rerun product, a situation 
which brings down the prices 
of film. Also, in a field of 
many rerun sk®ins, a particu- 
lar series finds itself lost in the 
pool of many. 

As an indication of the re- 
run series count, stemming 
from network cancellations, 
CBS Film Sales has “The Eve 
Arden Show.” “You Are 
There,” “The Brothers,” “Mr. 
Adam & Eve,” as well as ad- 
ditional rerunners. Other syn- 
dicators, too, have a large pool 
of similar product. 

On the “Mr. Adam & Eve” and 
“You Are There” shows, CBS 
Film Sales instead of selling 
all the episodes in the particu- 
_lar series, is limiting deals to 
39 segments. 

Withdrawn for the time being 
are the _ following’ skeins: 
“Range Riders,” “Buffalo Bill 
Jr.” and “Adventures of 
Champion.” 





‘Orphaned’ Pilots 
Now Channelled 
To Syndicator 


The pilot race now has shifted 
to a large degree from Madison 
Ave. to the local doors of the ma- 
jor syndicators. Pilots which for 
one reason or another failed to 
find. a network berth today are 
being peddled for syndication. 

Many syndicators, as a result, 
find themselves in a peculiar sort 
of arace. Syndicators themselves 
have unsold pilots of their own and 
are wondering which ones to put 
into the market-by-market field. 
Now, additionally, they are being 





offered orphaned pilots, either! participation of the vidseries he | 


coming from an outfit such as 
William Morris Agency or indie 
producers. Not inking a national 
network sale has made the back- 
ers eager for the syndication route. 

Failing to get a network berth 
doesn’t cripple a pilot in the syn- 
dication field. Some agency execs 
have gone as far as saying that they 
can’t buy the show for fall net- 
working, but they see it as a po- 
tential for regional sponsor clients. 

Another factor lifting the “has 
been” onus from unsold pilots 
that may make it via’ syndication 
is that a whole set of dfferent 
agency execs in many Madison Ave. 
shops screen syndicated product. 
They usually don’t see the pilots 
pitched for network airing, stick- 
ing more closely to the product 
for regional clients. 

Some major syndicators, inci- 
dentally, treat “outside” pilots for 
possible syndication equal to their 
own unsold pilots, giving both 
types the same look-see as poten- 
tial syndicated product. 


Richman, Pamela Mason 
Team in Vidpix Series 
Hollywood, June 3. 

Harry Richman and Pamela 
Mason are being teamed in a new 
vidpix series with a show biz back- 
ground. 

Talks are now being held with 
George Burns, owner of McCad- 
den Productions, anent McCadden 
packaging and financing the show. 
Pilot would roll early in the fall. 
James and Pamela Mason are leav- 
ing this week for a six-week straw- 
hatting tour in the east, in “Mid- 
Summer,” by Vina Delmar. 


BROWN’S ‘PEACEMAKER’ 
John C. Brown has completed a 
presentation and script on a pro- 
jected telefilm series titled, “The 
Peacemaker.” 











BILL BRITTEN 


“HOTTEST CHILDREN'S 


TV 
PERSONALITY IN NEW YORK” 
Comic—Actor—Puppeteer—MC 


Currently: “JOHNNY JELLY- 
BEAN” on Time For Fun, WABC- 
TV, 12 Noon to 12:30 P.M, Monday 
thru Friday. 
Contact: 
Bill Britten-Doris Faye 
Productions Inc. 
325 W, 45th St., New York 
Clirele 6-0430 


Manulis to Head 
20th TV Subsid: 
Asher Shifts East 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Martin Manulis, producer of 

CBS “Playhouse 90," who was 
signed some months ago by 20th- 
|Fox as theatrical film producer, 
| has instead been named head of 
| 20th’s subsid, TCF-TV. ‘Manulls 
| Will head a greatly expanded and 
augmented TCF-TV,” said Buddy 
| Adler, announcing move. 
Manulis replaces Irving Asher, 
|; head of TCF-TV the past three 
years, who moves to N. Y. in 
| charge of sales for the unit. TCF- 
|TV is moving from its Western 
Ave. lot, which has been leased 
| by Four Star. All 20th operations 
| will henceforth be integrated with 
| the studio’s theatrical film produe- 
| tion, Adler said. 

Manulis originally signed by 
| 20th on a deal which called for 
him to have a profit participation 
on the pix he produced, and it's 
understood the new deal gives him 








|Feins. Manulis reports to 20th 


| Aug. 1. 


‘Excepting Baseball 
WOR-TV Practically 





With the bowout of Ted Steel's 
live show on WOR-TY, station for 
the summer months virtually will 
be a film operation. 


lies games and a few other shows. 
Understand station is near closing 
a deal on telecasting the Yonkers 
Trotting Races come August, with 
three sponsors keyed for inking. 

In the fall, WOR-TV daytime 
hours will be taken over by the 
New York State Beard of Regents 


for telecasting. of educational 
shows. 

Station’s summer schedule which 
starts June 16, opens with a 


“Health and Medicine” skein at 
1:45 p.m., followed by “It’s Fun 
to Travel” and a Matinee Movie. 
From 4 to 6 p.m., a variety of re- 
run syndicated product will be 
offered including “My Hero,” “Life 
With Elizabeth,” “Willy,” Cross 
Current,” “Headline,” “Paris Pre- 
cinct” and “Boston Blackie.” 

Station throughout summer con- 
tinues its “Million Dollar Movie” 
16 showings per week format. 





ne < , 
Ladd’s ‘Ivy League 
Hollywood, June 3. 
Alan Ladd’s Jaguar Productions, 
moving also into television, has 
acquired “Ivy League,” teleseries 
format by Jameson Brewer and 
Daniel Nathan, for initial project. 
William Bendix as star will por- 
tray a retired U. S. sergeant at- 
tending Ivy League college on a 
GI Bill of Rights. 





All-Film for Summer 


Now It's the 


Southern Raiders should do for 
around. 


Colonel outfox, outfight and out 
next 39 episodes, it was decided 


on the battlefield. Tod Andrews 
the CBS Film Sales skein. 


North's Turn 


At a story conference concerning scripting for the second year 
production of “The Grey Ghost,” ideas on what Col 


Mosby’s 
another 39 episodes were kicked 


It was conceded that the first 39 episodes had the Southern 
-general Northern troops. For the 
, the series will acknowledge that 
the North won the war, showing troops in blue triumphant and 
the Southern Colonel will get into winning situations other than 


continues as the running hero in 








Leonard to Sponsors: Gotta 
Hitch Product to Right Show 





FOREIGN SALES ON 


Foreign sales on “Sheriff of 
Cochise,” “Official Detective” and 
other properties of National Tele- 
film Associates were reported by 
Sam Gang, NTA’s foreign repre- 
sentative who recently returned 
from a tour of the Far East. 

“Sheriff’ was sold in Japan, 
Australia and the Philippines. “Of- 
ficial Detective” was purchased in 
the Philippines and Australia. Ap- 
proximately 200 color cartoons 
were bought by the Nippon Tele- 
vision Network for presentation in 
| Japan. 

Gang described the tv industry 
| 





in the Far East and Australia as 
“desperate for American product.” 
He added his forecast that Japan 
is going to be one of the biggest 
| tv markets in the world in the not 
|too distant future, ranking next to 
the U. S. and England. He de- 
scribed Australian tv as rapidly 
expanding. 


Sponsor Windfall 


On Terrytoons’ 
Two Major Deals 


CBS Film Sales has pulled a 
| neat parlay on Terrytoon cartoons, 
|picking up about $1,000,000 in 
| fresh biz via station sales of the 
cartoon library. 

Stimulating the biz is the guar- 
'anteed sponsorship of two clients, 
|Bakers Instant Chocolate and 
Sweets Co., in some 65 markets, 








either separately or together. An-| 


other factor pushing the sale is 
that for the first time CBS Film 
Sales decided to theme the car- 
toons under the general title of 
“Farmer Alfafa and His Pals.” 
The show has been edited down 
|to the regular 26!2 minutes, with 
‘the Farmer Alfafa cartoon charac- 
| ter acting as emcee for the 200 
| Terrytoons included in the deal. 


The grind will be broken by live An opening, close and bridge has | died 
telecasts of the Philadelphia Phil-| been included for a complete ue 


| hour show on the reel. 

| Bakers Instant Coffee, a General 
Foods brand, goes off ABC-TV’s 
|“Disneyland” in mid-July for a 
ride on “Farmer Alfafa” in 46 ma- 
| jor markets as an alternate spon- 
sor for 26 weeks. Sweets Co. of 
America has taken alternate spon- 
| sorship for 13 weeks in some mar- 
kets and 26 weeks in others. Total 
markets included in both sponsor- 
ships deals are 65. CBS Film 
Sales deals with the stations are 

(Continued on page 48) 


* 9 éne ? 
Liv’s ‘Dial 999” To 
Premiere in Britain 
London, June 3. 

The new Ziv British tv series, 
|“Dial 999,” produced by Harry 
| Alan Towers, opens on the ABC-TV 
jnetwork in the Midlands and the 
North of England next Sunday (8) 
and will be shown by Associated 
|Television in London a month 
| later. 

The series, costing around $1,- 
|250,000, stars Canadian-born Rob- 
ert Beatty as a detective inspector 
in the Mounties, temporarily sec- 
onded to Scotland Yard. First 12 
have already been lensed and the 
|entire skein is due to be completed 











iby November. 


— ° 


Hollywood, June 3. 
The wrong sponsor for a good tv 
| show can be the absolute “kiss of 
death,” according to Herbert B. 


NTA VIDPIX SEGS  teonara producer of such series 


as “The Adventures of Rin Tin 
| Tin,” “Circus Boy” and “The 77th 
| Bengal Lancers.” 

Producer pointed out that it’s 
not always the fault of the program 
when a sponsor fails to obtain the 
| sales volume he anticipates. “More 
}often than not, it’s the sponsor's 
| fault,” he said. 
| Why ad agencies and sponsors 
continue to try to sell children’s 
| products to adult audiences or vice 
|versa is something which puzzles 
| Leonard. He finds equally puzzling 
| why producers who have put huge 
|amounts of time, effort and coin 
| into their shows allow them to be 
| aired under adverse circumstances. 
Leonard admitted he was guilty 
| last year of not holding out for the 
| right time slot and the right spon- 
| sor auspices for two ef his series. 

Result was that one had to find an- 
other network and the other is now 
|in syndication, but doing extremely 
| well, 

“To be specific,” he said, “The 
| 77th Bengal Lancers” made its net- 
| work bow over NBC in the 7-7:30 
p.m. Sunday time slot with General 
Foods as the sponsor. The time 
was aimed at a juvenile audience, 
}as were the commercials. What 
}everyone failed to consider was 
| that ‘Lancers’ was designed for a 
j Seteneety adult audience. Is it any 





mystery that after one season the 
program was dropped by the spon- 
sor and the network?” 

“Circus Boy” followed at 7:30 
|p. m., producer noted. In this in- 
| stance, he pointed out, the time 

was right, but the sponsor, Rey- 
|nolds Metals, had the wrong num- 
|ber. The commercials aimed an 
| institutional message for adults at 
| the child audience, with tbe result 
sponsor failed to obtain the proper 
| benefits from series. 

| Fortunately, “Circus” was able 
| to switch to ABC and pick up Mars 
| Candy Co. as its new sponsor, ac- 
‘cording to Leonard. Now it’s aired 
|on Thursday nights at 7:30, and 
| this time the formula was correct, 
|producer asserted, a_ childrens’ 
| Show advertising childrens’ prod- 
|ucts at a children’s hour. 


| 


| Leonard claimed that had 
|“Lancers” and “Circus” been han- 
correctly their first time 


(Continued on page 46) 





Four New Series 


On G-K’s Roster 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Gross-Krasne, whose syndicated 
distribution operated has been 
limited to only one firstrun syn- 
dication entry over the past five 
months, has at ,least four new 
series slated for production over 
the summer. 

Quartet are “Glencannon,” cur- 
rently shooting in England with 
Thomas Mitchell starring; “The 
Flying Doctor,” with Richard Den- 
ning starring, to be produced by 
the English commercial program- 
ming contractor, ABC-TV; Carib- 
bean Adventure,” (tentative title), 
to be filmed in Bermuda by Brew- 
ster Morgan and Eugene Solow; 
and “New Adventures of Trader 
Horn,” to be filmed in England by 
Gross-Krasne Ltd. in collabora- 
tion with Michael Kraike. 

G-K will proceed with full pro- 
duction on 39 films in each series, 
not limiting itself merely to a pi- 
lot. “Glencannon” is already un- 
derway with five shows in the can; 


(Continued on page 48) 
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VARIETY 


TY-FILMS 





‘REGIONALS’ COME INTO OWN 





What Sells a Pilot? 


With the bulk of next season's network telefilm programming al- 
ready committed for, and with 70 to 80 major telefilm pilot en- 
tries left in mid-air unsold, there’s a good deal of soul searching 
on what clinches a national sale. 

From the disenchanted there are whispers of payola in one 
form or another. From others there are a variety of reasons, many 
of them dependent on the particular producer-distributor’s ex- 
perience. Following are some of the major factors given for clinch- 
ing the national deal. 

1. The pilot must have emotional impact. It can have everything 
in its favor, a track record based on similar shows, star names, 
etc., but if the filmed sample doesn't hit the agency and ad execs 
in the solar plexis, it’s just another good idea. 

2. With everything equal, star names can swing the deal. Ann 
Sothern in her new show is an example. 

3. Track record of the producer. If a Desilu and an unknown pro- 
ducer come in with equal shows, a Desilu gets the nod. With mil- 
lions riding on a network entry, few ad and agency execs wiil gam- 
ble with an unknown producer over the long stretch when he can 
put his money on a production outfit that has a record of accom- 
plishment. 

4. The show must be considered the correct vehicle for the par- 
ticular sponsor. Many a half-hour filmed entry has floundered on 
this score. Pilots which are inferior in quality have been sold be- 
cause the particular sponsor feels that entry will showcase his 
wares better. Conversely, superior pilots have failed te win spon- 
sorship bé@cause the advertiser didn’t want to be associated with 
“downbeat” yarns, “offbeat” material, etc. 

5. Riding on the shirttail of the current trend. Westerns are a 
prime example in that area today—although many oater pilots 
are going begging for want of sponsorship; there’s just too many 
of them and many advertisers find the sponsor identification lack- 
ing. 


ES S- — 


Ex-N.Y. Writers Find Coast 














More Lucrative; Vidpix as Come-on 





Hollywood, June 3. + 
Television writers primarily 
identified in the past with live] Marx Ankling Metro TV 
video out of New York are rapidly 
filling the ranks of the Coast-based| Effective July 1, Sam Marx is 
vidpix scripting fraternity. With| 9Ut as exec producer in charge of 
live television drama on the de-| Metro TV. i SD 
crease, many of the old “New York| , Marx, however will maintain his 
school” are moving into the half-| telefilm link with the studio, re- 
hour telefilm field they once ™aining as head of his own indie 
scorned. — production unit on the 
Metro lot. Understand, Marx also 
Among the new-to-telefilm Oe 
scripters who've moved out to the _ —— oe plans 
Coast in the past several months ht i. dou e leaves. Metro still 
ere such veterans of live as Ernest | —_ ound a successor to Marx. 


Kinoy, Alvin Sapinsley, Hallsted | 
Welles, David Swift, James P. Cav- 
anagh and Stanley Niss, working 7 = 
on such series as “Walter Winchell ’ or 
File,” “M Squad,” “The Restless | 
Gun,” “Alfred Hitchcock Presents,” e e 
“General Electric Theatre” and the e 
new CBS “Rawhide” pilot. Par Pix In LA.: 

Others on the list include Adrian 
Spies (who’s been mixing live and No T } Yy t 
and Eliot Asinoff. While most of Los Angeles, June 3, 
the scripters involved in the N. Y.-| Asking price on the complete 
to-L. A. shift have been working 700-pic pre-'48 Paramount library 
on network shows, several are in- in Los Angeles comes to nearly 

Brings $1,000 
FMZS 91,VWv, 
: me , terms on prices, number of runs 

ABC Film Syndication is shell-| and term of contract for each in- 
ing out over $1,000,000 for “Peo-| dividual picture, and has given 
ple’s Choice,” just finishing a net-| each station the opportunity to bid 











Stevens, Mel Goldberg, Frank Gil- 
roy, Dale Eunson, Larry Menkin 

(Continued on page 48) | received complete price lists simul- 
i: 3 ety but none have moved so far to 
‘ . - 9 acquire any of the films. 
Peo @ S 1ceé MCA is employing the same com- 
petitive bidding technique it used 
'in New York, where it sold the 
complete library to WCBS-TV for 
$8,400,000. In Los Angeles, it has 
furnished each station with specific 








taneously from MCA TY last week, | 


HOT PATTERN 
FOR GIANT FIRMS 


Little noticed, but of vital im- 
port to syndication, is the growth 
of companies associated with ma- 
jor regional buys. 

The growth, especially in the key 
regional fields of the beers, dairies 
and bakeries, has been effected via 
mergers, consolidations and buy- 
outs of competing companies. 

The development, pacing what 


has occurred in many instances on 
the national level, has occurred 
over the years. The consequence 
to the syndicators is that in many 
areas there are fewer regionals 
and ‘local sponsors around, but the 
ones that are left today have as- 
sumed giant proportions. 

For example, Foremost Dairies, 
a seasoned user of syndicated 
shows, now is virtually stretched 
across the country with its distri- 
bution facilities. A Falstaff Brew- 
ing inks for 71 markets on its “State 
Trooper” deal. Hamm Brewing is 
tied up on “Harbor Command” for 
over 50 markets. Getting into the 
act, via a different route, is D-X 
Sunray Oil Co.’s 50 midwestern 
city deal with Television Programs 
of America on “New York Confi- 
dential.” Sunray’s buy, unlike the 
beers, dairies and bakers, does not 
reflect the merger phenomenon. 

Kurt Blumberg, TPA’s v.p. in 
charge of sales coordination, feels 
the expansion of the regionals will 
force competing firms using net- 
work vehicles to reexamine their 
| buys. The giant regional beer can 
| pinpoint its market, buying more 
| than one syndicated show, if need 
be, compared to what he feels is an 
inflexible network buy, with a 
sameness in penetration in import- 
ant and unimportant markets. 

Budweiser is committed at this 
time to syndication. Schlitz is de- 
bating whether to buy another net- 
work vehicle (it’s now playing net 
with “Schlitz Playhouse”) or go 
the syndication route. Budweiser 
and Schlitz are two national beers, 
which have a varying degree of pen- 
etration throughout the country. 
Large regional brewers which have 
taken over smaller local beer-mak- 
ers are giving the national compa- 
nies a run for their money in dif- 
ferent vital market areas, forcing 


cation act. 

A similar situation is occurring 
in other sponsor areas, too. Large 
regional bakery accounts which 
have grown via buyouts, etc., in- 
clude Interstate Bakeries, now 
stretching east of Cincinnati to the 
Coast. Interstate, another sea- 
soned user of syndicated vidpix, 
|bought out Fitzpatrick Bakeries. 
Langendorf and Be!' Bakeries. 
|other regional buyers of syndicated 
product, also have expanded via 
takeovers of smaller firms. Fore- 
most Dairies, one of the initial ex- 
amples, about two years ago, too 
over Golden State Dairies on the 
Coast. 

The expansion of the major re- 
gionals with 50 to 60-market buys 





the nationals to get into the syndi-| 


Axed; But No 


Tag This One 
Hollywood, June 3. 
“Richard Greene Plays 
Robin Hood in the Adventures 
in Sherwood Forest” is pal- 
pitating tag by which vidpix 
series, “Robin Hood,” will be 
brought to local home screens 
by KCOP this fall. 
KCOP has acquired exclu- 
sive L. A. tv rights for Rich- 
ard Greene starring series. 


LW Makes Like 
| 
UA on Foreign 
TV Distribution 

After taking over the 2,500 prop- 
erties in the Guild Film Library, 
Standard Sulphur, a Houston, Tex., 
firm formerly in the industrial 
field, this week becomes one of 
few operations to deal exclusively 
in foreign tv film sales. Company's 
6,000 stockholders okayed the deal 
and a name-change to Inter-World 
TV Films Inc 

Guild is not taking any immedi- 
ate cash for the product but is in- 
| stead taking over approximately 
| 3,400,000 (62°>) of the company’s 
| 5,000,000 shares of stock and has 
|been given $5,000,000 in deben- 
ltures which will be retired at the 
rate of 50% of all receipts for In- 
ter-World. The other 50° of the 
| foreign tv sales take will be plowed 


back into the operation. 
Six weeks ago, John Cole, the 

















new prexy of Guild, expanded the | 
distribbery’s own foreign activities. | 
The selloff of all foreign rights to | 


Inter-World comes as a change in 
plans. 

Cole explained in New York this 
week that it was Inter-World’s in- 
tent to “set up the United Artists 
of foreign television film distribu- 
tion.” I-W is soliciting product 
from all quarters. Right now it’s 
dickering with Martin Ross for 140 
Lippert features. 

Guild had already began dubbing 
a substantial portion of its product. 
I-W, according to Cole, has immedi- 
ate plans to dub additional prod- 
uct. Some of the first celluloid 
being moved in that direction are 
the 1,000 RKO short subjects. 

New company is in the process 
of hiring a president and several 
“resident” salesmen abroad. Presi- 
dent hasn’t been chosen yet. 
| Cole said that “It won't be long 
before 38% of negative costs (on 
tv film product) ean be recaptured 
from the foreign market.” 

Standard Sulphur stock is traded 
lover the counter. Cole said that 
|the company went out of the sul- 
|phur business some time ago, and 





film), Dick Berg (ditto), Leslie 
volved with syndicated entries, a $7,500,000. L.A.’s seven stations 
work run, for syndication. 


for anywhere from one film all the 


Although the deal is yet to be way up to the complete package 
finalized in contract form, it’s in| of 700. 


the bag for the ABC syndication 


Breakdown on the $7,500,000 


subsid. There are 104 episodes in figure finds actual price pegged at 
the Jackie Cooper series, making $7,000,000. However, buyer must 
it very feasible for a comedy strip| pay the 6% American Federation 


station operation. 


'of Musician fee, plus print costs. 


Recently, Screen Gems acquired| AFM fee, pegged on the total 
the “Burns & Allen” off-network| price, comes to $420,000, and 16m 
skein for a rerun in syndication.| prints cost roughly $52,000, bring- 
The next big off-network comedy | ing the total to $7,472,000. i 
series eyed for a syndication run is, Each picture is individually 
“The Bob Cummings Show,” due) Priced, to a high of $50,000 for 
to be slated for a rerun ride in| such topgrade Par entries as “Go- 


almost is tantamoynt to a network | hereafter will devote all its ener- 


deal of negative costs realized and 
with the rest of the country to sell- 
off. But with mergers and consol- | 
idations, the minor regionals in /|its activities om domestic produc- 
many fnstances have been swal-| tion and sale. 

lowed by the major regionals, 
leaving fewer but bigger regionals 
— for plucking by syndica- 
ion. 


product. 








, ’ 

Thorpe’s ‘Target’ Buy 
Thorpe Finance Co. bought Ziv’s 
“Target” in six Wisconsin markets. 
Revue’s New Story Ed Skein has also chalked up a roster 
Hollywood, June 3. of other advertiser and_ station 

New story editor at Revue Pro- | 54!es. i 
ductions is Mae Livingston, who Boyle-Midway Co. for Aero-Wax 








deal for the syndicator, with a good | gies to the foreign sale of video | 


In dropping out of direct foreign | 
distribution, Guild will concentrate | 


Summing Up: More Than 307, 
Of H’wood-Made Telepix Series 


Lensing Downbeat 


By DAVE KAUFMAN 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Hollywood's annual spring tele- 
pix upheaval has seen a record 
number of vidseries axed or going 
out of production, with the deci- 
sion on a féw shows still te be 
made, due to the late buying sea- 
son. Some of the vidpix series 
which lost their sponsors will con- 
tinue since other bankrollers were 
found, but the overall tally re- 
veals that more than one-half of 
the made-in-Hollywood merchan- 
dise got the ax. 

All in all, 37 telepix series lost 
their sponsors, three more than 
last spring. And in addition the 
live shows in Hollywood were 
handed eviction notices, making 
for an overall total of 46 shows. 

While some of the series lost co- 
sponsdrs but will be back with dif- 
ferent angels, most of them bit the 
dust. Only consolation for the tele- 
pixers here is that virtually every 
axed show is being replaced with 
a new telepix series, so there isn’t 
apt to be any downbeat in produc- 
tion despite the convulsive changes. 

In some instances tv film stands 

to gain, since they're replacing live 
shows. Most,notable example is 
Desilu’s hour-long “Desilu Play- 
house,” which will be seen next 
| season on CBS replacing the guil- 
lotined live show. “Studio One in 
| Hollywood.” 
r As the pattern for next season 
| begins to make a clear picture, it’s 
|apparent the kingpins in the vid- 
film field for the next semester 
will be Desilu, which expects to 
jhave 21 series before the cameras 
(i.e., its own, pilus a number of 
shows using its facilities); Revue, 
which held onto most of its series 
but thus far hasn’t any new en- 
tries for the fall; Four Star Pro- 
ductions, increasing its production 
strongly; Sereen Gems, up from 
last year; Warner Bros., also up 
from last season. 

Of the major film studio tv sub- 
sids, Warner Bros. has by far the 
best track record with several 
series definite for, next season. 
Metro TV, on the olher hand, has 
had trouble and is shooting only 
one series, waiting word anent re- 
newal of a second; TCF-TV, the 
20th-Fox subsid, has no network 
series. Screen Gems, Columbia 
subsid, has made a healthy come- 


Late Pix Waning? 
Crazy, Man’: M-G 


Despite impression that the 
bloom may be off the rose for late 
night pix, backed up by some audi- 
ence and sponsor defections in the 
key markets of Los Angeles and 
Chicago, healthy ratings still are 
secured by cinematics. 

Metro TV, distributing one of 
the major libraries, has come up 








with some ratings to make its 
|} point. In the New York market, 
|“Postman Always Rings Twice,” 
“The Hucksters,” “My Brother 
|Talks to Horses” and “Bugle 


| Sound,” all telecast on WCBS-TV’ 
“Late” and “Early” feature shows 
topped all opposition. According 
to the May report of American Re- 
search Bureau, based on April rat- 
ings, “Postman” telecast at 11:15 
| p.m. Friday (11) night drew, a rat- 


January. 

Irving Brecher who, with George 
N. Burns (& Allen), ewns “People’s 
Choice,” is east with his director, 
Manny Rosenberg, on_ holiday. 
They motored across the country. 
Brecher’s 14-year-old son John is 
making his first trip east next week 
and will see the sights with the 
showman. Mrs. Brecher (Eve) is 
remaining at their Bel-Air house, 
at the moment supervising the 


building of a swimmingpool. \ 


| titled, “The Killers,” 


(Continued on page 46) 


° ’ ’ 
Siodmak’s ‘Silent 
Telefilm producer Robert Siod- 
mak has come in with a pilot, 
which runs 
almost two-thirds without dialog. 
Pilot was packaged by Don Geiz 
and Siodmak under the Barbara, 
S.A. Production banner. Shooting 
was done in Europe. 





replaces Bill Lawrence. Latter 
has exited the telefilmery. 

Miss Livingston had been Law- 
rence’s assistant. Gordon Hessler, 
who has been with Fordel Films in 
N. Y., has been hired as her as- 
sistant. 





More TV Film News 
Page 48 








inked for alternate weeks in St.|ing ranging from 20.5 to 17.5, as 
|Louis and Dallas. Kroger Stores|compared to the “Jack Paar 
| which had previously purchased| Show,” which ranged from 7.2 to 
|the series for showing in Dayton,| 3,7 in the same rating periods 
has now added Memphis and In Cleveland, KYW’s Sunday 
Clarksburgh, Miss. Acme Foods/ night “Academy Award Theatre,” 
Stores signed for Philadelphia. playing “Test Pilot,” drew some 

Among the stations newly signed| sizable audiences. Ditto for “1 
to carry the Adolph Menjou-hosted | O'Clock Playhouse” with “Lassie 
| series are WMBR-TV, Jacksonville,| Comes Home” in the afternoon on 
| Fla. WFMJ-TV, Youngstown, O.,| the same station. Another case in 
| KROD-TV, El Paso, and WALB-| point is WJZ in Baltimore, plaving 
iTV, Albany. ‘off the Metto pix. 
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A scene from ‘‘Assignment: Junkie’s Alley,” 
one of the series of powerful documentary-styled 
dramas presented by Armstrong Circle Theatre. 
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Armstrong Cork will start its 31st year in network broadcasting and 
its ninth in television by concentrating its entire television advertising 
effort on the CBS Television Network, where it has just renewed its 
notable series of hour-long actuality dramas, 


Armstrong Cork’s leadership in its field is grounded in a firm conviction 
about the sales effectiveness of television. This conviction is reflected 
not only in the character of its programming, but in the expressed 
attitude of the Company itself: 


**People who purchase Armstrong products do so at long intervals, which 
is why we are primarily concerned with the impact of the program itself 
as well as its commercials. This means putting quality ahead of quantity 
—program character and audience composition ahead of audience size— 
since Armstrong is sure to reach everybody over a span of years. A good 
program can contribute to the impact that its commercials have on the 
audience, and thus become allied in the viewer’s mind with the sponsor's 
product, We find the CBS Television Network a particularly effective 
frame for delivering this impact.” 


It seems clear that the CBS Television Network is delivering the same 
kind of impact for other advertisers as well—including General Foods, 
Westinghouse, U.S. Steel and Prudential. 


Like Armstrong, they have announced their renewals on the network 
that for 68 consecutive Nielsen Reports has been delivering the largest 
nationwide audiences in advertising. CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
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Chi Michigan Ave. 


Madison Ave. 


By LES BROWN 


Chicago, June 3. 

Michigan Ave. has been gaining 
steadily on Madison Ave. in recent 
years, in terms of billings and 
general advertising acitivity, al- 
though. where broadcast operations 
are concerned it's still no race be- 
tween the Gotham and Chi 
arteries. The special significance 
in the burgeoning of the Chicago 


ad front is that it points up the) 


changing and increasingly complex 
functions of the modern agency. 
Service today must go well beyond 
the mere placement of ads in me- 


dia; the ad agency has become 
thoroughly enmeshed in matters 
of marketing, distribution, re- 


search and merchandising. 

Chi is running a fast race in ad- 
vertising today purely because of 
position. The Windy City is the 
hub of a vast and lush industrial 
area, and the client wants closer 
and closer liaison with his agency 
The growth of advertising here 
correlates directly with the growth 
and locus of indusiry. 

Upbeat in the midwest is 
brought into focus by the number 
of biuechip advertisers that have 
switched over from New York to 
Chicago agencies over the past 
year or two, e.g., Chryselr Corp. 
to Leo Bunett; RCA Whilpool to 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, Chi; General 
Foods’ S.O.S. Div. to Foote, Cone 
& Belding; Frigidaire to Dancer- 
Fitzgerald-Sample, Chi; and 
Schlitz to J. Walter Thompson, 
Chi. 

It is seen also in the outcropping 
and strengthening ef Windy City 
chapters to Gotham agencies. 
Pabst Brewing Co., a Chicago ac- 
count, for instance, took on 
New York agency several months 
ago, but Norman, Craig & Kum- 
mel had to open a Chi branch in 
order to snare the business. 

Conversely, the Michigan Ave. 
ad shops have to maintain strong 
Madison Ave. bureaus in order to 
hold onto the *big accounts, broad- 
casting being the principal rea- 
son. Leo Burnett and Foote, Cone 
& Belding in recent weeks sent 
their broadcast heavyweights to 
New York, leaving the local head- 
quarters to concentrate on the day- 
to-day servicing and the whole 
marketing schemes. And while 


s 
— 


ad | 


Now Running 
Fast Billings Race 


‘Manno’s Upped Program 
Status at ABC Radio 


Charles Manno becomes eastern 
program director for ABC Radio. 
| New title officially pins the admin- 
istrative responsibility for the 
web’s remaining programming al- 
most entirely on Manno’s shoulders. 
| It’s a key program job at the 
|radio web, since the large majority | 
|of ABC stanzas emanate in the 
|east. Manno had been assistant na- | 
‘tional program director, although 
\there has been no national program 
director since Bill Hamilton re- | 
'signed recently. 
| 
| 


Schaffner, CBS 
In Coin Stalemate 


Hollywood, June 3. | 
Director Franklin Schaffner, un- 
der a one-year non-exclusive pact | 
to CBS, is currently in negotiations 
with the network on a deal for, 
next season, but the talks aren't! 
going well because CBS won't 
meet his demands for more coin. | 
Schaffner, who will have direct- 
ed 10 “Playhouse 90's” this season, 
reports “we’re not near a deal. It’s 
purely because they're holding the 
line—they don’t want to pay any 
more next season than they did 
this year. I won't work for the 
|same money. They're in a rather 
| captive position because of the | 
| number of live television shows) 
| going off. However, if they don’t) 
| meet my demands, I will probably | 
| direct for the DuPont series, Hall- 
| mark Hall of Fame, or go into a 
/ theatrical film project.” 
Schaffner, whose CBS deal ex- 
| pires June 26 when he directs “The 
Great Gatsby,” last “90” of the. 
season, also directs “The Innocent 
| Sleep,” on “90” Thursday. 
| The director opined tv is making | 
a great mistake in slashing the) 
| number of live tv shows, and pre-| 
| dicted live tv will return. As for! 
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|whieh co-sponsors the show, 


Chi’s No. 1 Status On 
Tint Sets Per Capita; 
Polk Bros. Big Help 


Chicago, June 3. 

According to estimates by RCA’s 
distribbery here, the Windy City 
leads all other markets in color 
sets per capita. In the Chi tv sig- 
nal area (pop. 6,161,000) there are 
an estimated 54,000 tint receivers 
while within the Gotham signal 
span (pop. 14,428,500) the sets total 
around 62,000. On a per capita 
basis, the distrib calculates, Chi 
has 40% more tintsets than any 
other city. 

Edward Dodelin, viceprez and 
general manager of the RCA Victor 
Distributing Corp. of Chicago, went 
on the air with that message last 
Thursday (29) during a presenta- 
tion of a Chi Federated Advertis- 
ing Club award to WGN-TV’s “Blue 
Fairy.” Dodelin credited the indie 
station’s color kiddie strip, which 
RCA underwrites, for stimulating 
the sale of tint here. He stated that 
more color sets were sold in Chi- 
cago during 1957 and the first quar- 
ter of 1958 than in any other 
market, 

Polk - Bros., appliance dealer 
is 
credited with having sold more 
than 50% of the receivers in Chi 
homes. 


Nielsen's Upbeat 
In Radio Listening 


Winter radio listening has risen 
since 1957, according to Nielsen. 
In the research company’s annual 
“March Week I” study, released 
this week, it was reported that lis- 
tenership during a “typical mid- 
winter week” increased by 8%. 
The increase brings homes listen- 
ing weekly to 43,500,000. 

Survey showed that 89.5% of all 
U.S. homes flick on the radio dur- 
ing a winter week. The heaviest 
listening is still done in the a.m., 
when 40° of the total listening 
is accounted for. From noon to 6, 
34% of all listening is done. From 
6 to midnight, 21% of the listening 
is done, the remaining 5% com- 
ing after midnight. 


Buick & Frigidaire 











¢  TV-Radio Production Centres 








IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Michael Horton steps into newly-created post of director of informa- 
tion services of CBS News, reporting to Sig Mickelson, ve2pe*. Horton 
was formerly director of information of NBC ... WCBS Radio’s Galen 
Drake to Europe in the fall to tape-record closing down of Brussel's 
Fair as well as interviews with featured personalities ... WCBS Radio's 
Jack Sterling to broadcast his program for week of June 16 from Spring 
Lake. He’s taking his entire gang with him .. . WCBS Radio's Jim Lowe 
has recorded another tune on the Dot Label. It’s tagged “Take Me To 
Your President” . . . Al Schwartz will do a pilot for Lou Costello and 
write a “Club Oasis” program ... WCBS Radio’s Bill Leonard led 
contingent of Giant fans to West Point to see San Franciscans whip 
the Cadets. Among the group was “See It Now” producer Fred Friendly 
. . . Actress Zel deCyr completed series of radio spots for Dannon 
Yogurt ... Betty Kramer of WCBS Radio to get hitched Oct. 25. The 
groom-to-be is Larry Macholz. . . Allen Swift completed narration on 
tv animated cartoon commercial for Spic and Span Cleaner . . . Wendy 
Barrie was honorary commodore for first early season championship 
regatta sponsored by Glen Cove, L. I. Community Chest at Glen Cove's 
Morgan Park last Saturday (31) . . . Jim Backus returns as regular 
panelist on CBS Radio's “Sez Who!” Sunday, June 8 at 7:30 p.m. ... 
Carol Millar moves up to Office Supervisor for NBC’s Guest Relations 
Dept. June 30. Dolores Tilston Wolfe, current supervisor, is leaving to 
have a baby in August... Mary Small, recently returned from South 
American tour, will be guest vocalist on Jimmy Dean’s show Saturday, 
June 7. 

Victor Bennett Agency has inked WPIX as client . . . Arnold Mich- 
aelis had Ed Wynn as his “Insight” guest Sunday (1) Sunday evening 
on MBS... Harry Whittemore assigned to the RKO Teleradio head- 
quarters staff as engineering manager and Herbert Mayes named con- 
troller of the WOR division of RKO Teleradio . . . WOR’s “Music from 
Studio X” will salute Richard Rodgers tonight (4) through Friday .. . 
WOR-TV will present the “Greater Metropolitan New York Singles 
Invitation Bowling Tournament live tonight (Wed.) at 9 p.m. Pabst 
Brewing picking up the tab... . WRCA-TV producer John Fengler off 
on two-week vacation ... Son was born to Gil Fates in Greenwich, 
Conn. Pop is executive producer for Goodson-Todman Productions 
. . . WRCA-TV producer Roone Arledge and Dave Braun of Showcase 
Productions address class of '52 tonight (Wed.) at Columbia U. .. . 
Sportscaster Bud Palmer will emcee the “Wheaties Sports Page” on 
NBC-TV preceding major sports events ... Ben Grauer to serve as 
interrogator of new interview-in-depth series. “The Reason Wf,” bow- 
ing in on WRCA-TV Sunday (8) at 12:30 p.m. Beb Ledonne will pro- 
duce and Marshall Stone will direct. “Reason Why” will alternate with 
“Open Mind.” . . . Nicholas E. Baehr’s adaptation of “The Road to Re- 
covery” from a short story by Budd Schulberg will be given tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on “NBC Matinee Theatre” as Baehr’s 19th show for the series. 
Baehr, who welcomed a daughter, Carolyn Julia, born May 15, has also 
been commissioned by Huntington Hartford to adapt a previous Kraft 
original of his to a fulllength stage play ... Alistair Cooke, “Omnibus” 
emcee and chief correspondent in the U.S. for The Manchester Guard- 
ian, returned from Britain yesterday (Tues.) on the Queen-Mary ac- 
companied by Mrs. Cooke . . . Bernard S. Krause has resigned from 
Cunningham & Walsh to join CBS-TV business affairs dept. 

Syd Eiges, NBC veepee of press and publicity, and Larry Lowen- 
stein, CBS director of press information, named co-chairmen of pub- 
licity and public relations committee of N.Y. Chapter of Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences . . . Jack Laird and Wilton Schiller set 
to do the script for a “New York Confidential” episode and for a “Man 
| Without A Gun” installment . . . Jack Arden, N.Y. manager for Wal- 
{ter Schwimmer, will spend his two-week holiday in August with his 
‘family at Dave Levenson's Tamarack Lodge, Greenfield Park, N.Y. 





the radio-tv strongmen are being | the audience which has grown to| 
transferred to the centre of broad- | like live tv dramas, he said “I don’t | 
casting, similarly the marketing) know what will happen now that 
and research sharps are being im-| they're being robbed of it. I think 


To Team on Reruns 


wt Patri Muns nds her 7 : 
oe lunsel ends he With Jay Barney doing a Shakespearean umpire in the Wayne- 
run for Buick on June 13, General | Shuster sketch he Ed Sulliy be < “4 
Motors has decided to finish off | ¥ sketch on the & ven shew ts _anee Of, Winter,” the of 
Broadway play in which Barney is appearing, held the curtain until 


+. Charles Oppenheim, CBS Stations press chief, to Coast on an o&o0 
swing. 


ported to Chi. 

The present complexity 
agency operations may be seen, 
too, to account in part for the re- 
cent trend to mergers. It is as 
though two agencies were pooling 
their facilities in order to be equip- 
ped for proper modern servicing 
of the big account. 

The flowering of Chi in the 
agency biz is again reflected in 
the city’s status as a centre for 
commercial film production, with 
studios like Kling, Niles, Wilding, 
Filmack, United and others all 
reaping the benefits of the Windy 


(Continued on page 46) 


$3,000,000 Spring 
Biz For NBC-AM 


Sparked by considerable biz from 
Genera! Foods, Lever Bros. and 
Grove Labs, spring sales on NBC 
Radio total $3,000,000 in net ~ev- 
enue. 

Genera! Foods ordered a cam- 
paign for “Jello” with participa- 
tions in numerous daytime pro- 
grams. Lever Bros. launched a 
campaign for “Breeze.” Grove Labs 





of | 


| they’ll go to the movies.” 





Chi Stations Break 
Thru Sight & Sound 
Courtroom Barriers 


Chicago, June 3. 

The two local NBC stations, 
WNBQ and WMAQ, broke the 
courtroom barrier last week and 
came away with unexpected film 
footage and tapes of a highly pub- 
licized traffic melee. The _ local 
courts have for years barred radio 
and tv from covering prominent | 
cases, and NBC’s entre to Munici- | 
pal Court, with tape recorders and 
film crews, was unprecedented 
here. | 

NBC newsman Bill Warrick, ac- 





the usual perfunctory request and | 
was surprised at being granted 
permission by Municipal Judge 
|Henry C. Ferguson. The case cov- 
|ered was a weird one which began 
, when Chi’s publicity hungry cop, 
Jack Mujler, ticketed the automo- 
bile of Cook County Sheriff Joseph 





City Hall. For the record, Sheriff 
Lohman won. 


Lohman parked in front of Chicago | 


its ABC-TV pact for Friday at 9:30 
with a summertime run of half- 
hour rerun telefilms. Though the 


|}exact nature of the sponsorship is 
|not set, Frigidaire, also a General 
| Motors division, will take over at 


least part of the weekly half-hour 
bankrolling from Buick. 

Show, which will probably con- 
tain former “Ford” and “General 
Electric Theatre” telefilms, among 
others, has tentatively been tagged 
“Frigidaire Summer Theatre.” Title 
might end up with both Frigidaire 
and Buick being mentioned. 


Set Sales Down in ’58 


Washington, June 2. 
Sales of tv and radio receivers, 





as reflected by shipments from fac- | 


tories to dealers, shows a decline 
for first quarter of this year. How- 
ever, the figures do not indicate a 


customed to being thwarted, made sharp drop, according to Electronic | 


Industries Association, which, keeps 
tabs on sales. And shipments of tv 
sets in March, though off from 
same month last year, showed an 
increase over February. 

Total tv sets shipped for first 
three months this year shows a 
drop from the ’57 total of 1,457,636 
to 1.356,759. The March fofal of 
535.30 compares favorably with 


}the February figure of 406,658. | 
| 


9:10 p.m. so he could make the scooter jump from CBS Studio 50 to 
| Theatre 74. Actor also slated for NBC-TV “Armstrong Circle Theatre” 
(11) and another “Couple Next Door” on CBS Radio . . . Mexican tv 
jopetartion firm, Tele-Peliculas Independientes, has acquired Mex 
|rights to Walt Framer’s “Strike It Rich” and plans to air it in the 
|fall... Actor Jimmy Yoham will be in the “Nairobie Trio” with Ernie 
| Kovacs tonight (Wed.) on the “Big Record,” CBS-TV. Actor recently 
did voice of “Snowflake” the parrot on the Perry Como Show. Martin 
| Plissner, N.Y. news editor for MBS, finds himself teamed up again 
| with Westbrook Van Voorhis as producer and writer of the net’s “The 
| World Today” show which debuts Monday (9). Van Voorhis will do the 
narration, In past years, both had been teamed as writer-narrator in 
|the “March of Time” feature ... Patsy Bruder into NBC Radio’s “My 
| True Story” tomorrow (Thurs.). 

| Benn Squires, NBC Radio producer-director, recovering from an 
emergency appendectomy at Doctors Hospital . .. Loretta M. Sharkey, 
|assistant supervisor of talent billing at Ted Bates, chosen “Miss New 
| York Radio” at luncheon held by WCBS Radio. Finalist was chosen 
| from 117 entries, culmination of station’s celebration of National Ra- 
|dio Month . . . Sam Kaufman, news and feature editor of NBC Press, 
| Signed by Collier’s Encyclopedia and Year Book, to write the all-in- 
dustry radio-tv article in 1959 edition. 


| 
IN CHICAGO ... 


Alan Eaton, formerly of Gov. William Stratton’s p.r. staff, was fired 
;as WBBM radio publicist last week by local CBS pub chief George 


|Condon . . . WGN-TV producer Shelly Cooper recovering from minor 
| Surgery ... Alan Lee of Desilu in town last coupla days to shoot a spe- 
|cial commercial film at Kling . . . Stan Dale taking on added chores for 


| WAIT as p.r. director in addition to his late afternoon deejay turn... 
| Jack Meyer, son of WGN Ine. chief engineer Carl Meyer, upped to di- 
|rector at the Trib tv station . . . ABC-TV ad-pub topper Ell Henry 
| back from his Hawaii sojourn, his prize for the shop’s “Maverick” ex- 
ploitation last fall . . . Farrell Davisson, former Chi Vartety staffer 
who has been holed up in Bernard, Me. the past year. shipped his first 








began plugging its “Cold Tablets,” | 


TT RR 





“Fitch Shampoo” and “No-Doz.” 
Among the other advertisers 

placing new orders are Commer- 

cial Solvents Corp., Chapstick Co., 





Nielsen’s Top 10 in Britain 


Texas Co., Edison Electric Insti- z 

tute, Food Specialties, Cool Ray (Week Ending May 18) 

Sunglasses, Scholkt Manufacturing ; 
Co., Mack Trucks, Florists Tele- Army Game ... (GRANADA) 17% 
graph Delivery Assn., Savings and Take Your Pick . Se AL OP a (AR) 14% 
Loan Foundation, Chrysler Corp., Television Playhouse—Dark Pastures ...... (AR) 13% 
Simmons Co., C. H. Musselman Co., Wagon Train ee ee Sos 5 aeaee (GRANADA) 72% 
Armour and Co., Vick Chemical Sunday Night at the Prince of Wales ....... (ATV) 10% 
Co., ,Gillette Razor Co., North Armchair Theatre—Paid in Full .. . (ABC) 69% 
American Van Lines, Voice of Royal Windsor Horse Show—Fri. .......... (ATV) 68% 
Prophecy, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Double Your Money . oes . .(AR) 67% 
Co., Brown and Williamson Tobac- Emergency Ward 10—Tves. ................ (ATV) ) 

co Corp. and Mitlws,*Inés/«<¢9" 1980 Emergency Ward: 104-FRiL!. 1). P9884... , SVEV)IY 2 09 sagtggey, 


;novel off to a publisher . . . WBKB picked up WGN-TV’s feed (and 
part of the tab) of the Cardinal Stritch funeral services at Holy Name 
Cathedral yesterday (Tues.) . Ken Nordine tapped as Host of 
WBBM-TV’s new early evening jazz show which bows tonight (Wed.) 
at 6:30 p.m. . . . WBKB’s newie, “Beat the Buccs,” reportedly drew 
6,600 pieces of mail last month .. . WGN and Illinois Opera Guild 
collaborating in a four-month competition for new operatic talent . . . 
Mages Sports Stores has upped its ad budget and bought a second late- 
night feature film on WGN-TV. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Clayton Moore, the “Lone Ranger” of radio-tv, due in mid-month te 
tee off “The Lone Ranger Peace Patrol,” a U.S. Savings Bond moppet 
promotion stunt under auspices of U.S. Treasury . . . Max Sherman 
named to new post of local sales manager for indie station WWDC... 
The 1958-59 Voice of Democracy contest for high school students, 

| £1.08 Continued Wn page BO) 2 9s VLGs Astin e! 
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SOUL-SEARCHING MADISON AVE. 


WMGM to WINS: ‘You're a Meanie’ VIFWSONACENCY ‘Wide World’ Lassoes TV Unions 
In Order to Explore Westerniana 





The hoax pulled on WMGM last week has “serious overtones,” 
according to the Getham radio independent. An unidentified 
prankster got in a free plug for rival WINS by posing as Gen. 
Charies de Gaulle on the “overseas telephone,” getting a big play 
in the N.Y. press. The Metro- owned & operated’s execs took a 
burn, quickly calling WINS after the prank to express their dis- 
taste for the trickery. 

However, WINS officials denied any of their personnel had any- 
thing to do with the prank and they knew nothing of its real source. 
Briefly, what happened was that all morning Wednesday (28) 
WMGM repeated on the air that it had calls in to France’s Premier 
Pflimlin and to de Gaulle and that the first to call back by over- 
seas operator would be put on the air. Apparently, deciding it was 
a periect time for trickery, the prankster-—and very professional 
he was, both in accent and simulating the snap-crackle transat- 
lantic call—managed to get on the air live instead of on tape, by 
saying to WMGM announcer Bill Edmonds that he wanted an im- 
mediate airing. After some dialog on the future of France, which 
sounded legitimate, the mystery man got in the clincher. First 
he asked Edmonds to repeat who was calling, and then he closed: 
“WMGM? Oh, I always thought that the important station in New 
York was WINS. Vive la France!” 

After investigating and finding out that no overseas call ever 
got through. WMGM took the air later the same day to apologize 
for the prank. Since then a WMGM spokesman said he had been 
advised by the outlet’s lawyers that, if the culprit can be found, 
“civil and criminal action” are in order. The station said the ruse 
was in violation of the FCC code. 





Canada TV Takes Its Summer 
Programming Seriously; It’s All Live 


> 
> 














Toronto, June 3. 





With some tv shows set and 
Others shaping up, the summer Denny To Buffalo 
schedule of the 39-station network Buffalo, June 3. 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp.| Charles E. Denny has _ been 





June | Damed mew general manager for 
WBNY here according to announce- 
ment made by Vice-President Roy 
L. Albertson. Jr. of the station. 
Denny comes here from an 18- 
year stint at Erie, Pa., where he 
built and developed WERC and 


Up 
Lotsa Live Shows 





MEN AT VARIANCE 


No other profession in recent 
years has gone through such a 





soul-searching introspective period 
as the advertising profession. in | 
the last six months alone, nearly | 
a half dozen surveys have been | 
taken to determine the adman’s in- 
fluence on the public; whether the 
advertising man makes a contribu- 
tion to society, whether he is hon- 
est, whether he has loose morals, 
whether he drinks too much and a 
host of related topics. 

The advertising profession, un- 
like most other professions, has be- 
come overiy sensitive to public 
opinion. For the most part other 
professions don’t give a hoot what 
the public thinks about them. Not 
so with agency executives who have 
shelled out money to find out what 





For Summer Sked 


In answer to its affiliates, ABC- 





gets under way on Monday, 
30. Most of the ntlew shows will | 
emanate from Toronto, with Mont- 
real, Winnipeg and Vancouver also 
drama outlets. Sponsorship details} 
have not yet been completed by) 
the CBC commercial department | 
but will be announced later, this) 
on current ‘“‘hush-hush” practice. 
Among Toronto-emanating sum- ~ a 
mer series are “Come Fly with | 
Me,” which will replace “Front og Wms 
Page Challenge.” Former, com-} 
mencing June 24 for Tuesdays 
(8-8:30 p.m.), will be produced by) 
James Guthro and stars Shane} 
Rimmer as a romantic bachelor} 
who visits various parts of the 
world and sings songs against a 
background of the locale. Rimmer 
and Guthro leave here immediately 
for European capitals to film back- 
rounds. 
& Jack Duffy, singing comedian, TV firmed up a summertime sched- 
will be star of a variety program,|Ule largely composed of new live 
not yet named, which will replace | programming. The unsponsored 
“Cross-Canada Hit Parade” on Sat-| stanzas were designed to fill the 
urday nights in the 10:30-1i slot,! web's hotspell weak spots. 
commencing June 21. This will be; Taking the rundown night by 
produced by William Davis, former! night, the new shows in the sked 
assistant-producer of “Showtime” read as follows: Monday--“Cow- 
and “Cross-Canada Hit Parade.” | town Rodeo,” from 7:30 to 8:30 
“Summertime '58,” with Norman’ pm. produced via WFIL-TV, 
Sedawie producing, will replace) philly: “Stars of Jazz,” from L.A., 
“Music Makers '58,” former com-| goes in at 9 p.m.; another change 
mencing July 10 (Tuesdays) in the | js insertion of “Polka Go-Round,” 
8-8:30 p.m. slot, and will feature) from Chicago, between 9:30 and 
two instrumental groups, one) 10:30 p.m. Only Tuesday change, 
Canadian and one international, on} jt's reported, will be placement of 
each weekly program, plus guest) 4 live half-hour at 10 p.m. from 
vocalists. Ivan Romanoff will also. yonkers Raceway. Wednesday, the 





(Continued on page 52) 


Vanda Exits Phill 
For JWT On Coast 


Charles Vanda, v.p. and second 
in command at WCAU (AM & TV) 
in Philadelphia under Don Thorn- 
burg, is exiting the stations and is 
—/- J. Walter Thompson, where 

ell be in charge of tv program- 
ming on the Coast under veepee 
Cornwell Jackson. Thus Vanda 
will be returning to his old stamp- 
ing ground, for, like Thornburg, 
he’s a vet of the CBS wars in Hol- 
lywood having created some of the 
web’s program properties years 
back. 

Decision of Vanda to exit Philly 
stems from the recent CBS acqui- 
sition of WCAU for $20,000,000 as 
an o&o property (still subject to an 
FCC okay). Vanda will join JWT 
on July 15, remaining berthed in 
N. Y. under tv-radio chieftain Dan 
Seymour until Sept., when he 
shifts permanently to the Coasts 5. 





| 
| 


|new show is “Traffic Court,” be- 
|} tween 9:30 and 10 on a KABC 
| (L.A.) feed 

Thursday, a show called “Con- 


| fession” from Dallas takes the 10| newspapers in this area. With the | control the placement of most of| 
to 10:30 p.m. slot. Friday—‘“This | philadelphia Bulletin, the Phila-|the national and regional adver-| 


housewives and other groups think 
of them. 

Gallup & Robinson recently ran | 
a test using 100 housewives and 
100 agency people, each group rat- 
ing what he felt about the profes- 
sion. The opinion poll found that 
43 of the housewives said the ad- 
men were respectable people; nine 
of the admen titought they were 
respectable. Twenty housewives 
said the ad men were honest; the 
admen checked four. And so on 





down the list. 
A survey was made in Chicgo 


the public’s opinion of advertising | 
and Grey Advertising took a poll 
of businessmen in Philadelphia to | 
determine impressions people have | 
of admen. 88° of the business | 
men polled in the Grey study rated 
the ad man as a sharp manipulator. 
85° of the businessmen considered 
him lacking in prestige. And so} 
forth. 





Sharp Variance 

The most interesting part about | 
all the surveys is that most of them | 
don’t agree with each other. While | 
the businessmen in the Grey study | 
were hard on admen and didn’t | 
think much of them, the house- | 
wives in the Gallup-Robinson poll | 
felt the admen were fine hardwork- | 
ing types. 

While the admen in the Gallup- 
Robinson study knocked them- 
selves, a still different study con- 
ducted by the Life Extension 
| Foundation came up with some 
|different conclusions. In a study 
lof tension, the Foundation conclud- 
led that today’s executive (as a 
|group) is a happy, heaJthy, clean 
(Continued from page 50) 








Newspaper Strike 
In Philly Finds 
Stations Alerted 


Philadelphia, June 3. 
This city’s tv and radio outlets 
stepped up their news and feature 
coverage to an extraordinary de- 
gree as a result of the strike 
j}against the three metropolitan 





of 300 businessmen to determine |. 








’ ’ 
KTTV’s ‘Dodgerthon 
Hollywood, June 3. 
Major Hollywood personalities 
came to the aid of the Dodgers on 
the eve of the election over Chavez 
Ravine site via a four and three- 


quarter hour ““Dodgerthon” on 
KTTV Sunday night. Show was} 
videotaped and repeated, with| 


Dodgerthon running a full nine 
and half hours, sponsored by Tax- 
payers’ Committee For Yes On 
Baseball. 

Emceed by Joe E. Brown, show 
had Jack Benny, Dean Martin, 


Danny Thomas, Jerry Lewis, 
George Burns, Ray Bolger, Ted 
Husing, Mervyn LeRoy, Laraine 


Day, Ronald Reagan, Pat O’Brien 
and others. 





08 Commissions 


Will Earn 55 Top 
Reps $50,000,000 


Nearly $50,000,000 in represen- 


in °'58 by 55 national 


By JO RANSON 


Along with the social scientists, 
the avant garde poets and painters, 
and the biting-the-dusty folklorists 
enamoured with Westerniana NBC- 
TV's “Wide Wide World” decided 
to probe the story of the Westerns 
and what makes their six-shooters 
go bing-bing. 
| The program's findings will he 
telecast Sunday (8) from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. and wi!l feature a flock of 
rootin’, shootin’ pinto ridin’ actors 
including such pardners as Jim 
Garner, Ward Bond, the Lone 
Ranger, Brancho Billy Anderson, 
Walter Brennan, Gabby Hayes, Jay 
Silverheels and Chill Wills. 

This in-depth appraisal, titled 
appropriately enough, “The West- 
ern,” hasn't been pie-in-the-sky to 
produce. Ted Rogers, who is pro- 
ducing this 90-minute look-see 
into what he dubs “the only 
American folklore that has been 
continuously popular for nearly 4 
century,” has been up to his clavi- 
cle in both deep scholarly research 
and delicate diplomatic relations 
with various show biz labor unions 
regarding coverage from various 
remote points on June 8. 

Because the IATSE members 
are among the dominant forces in 
the major picture studios, it was 
virtually impossible for NBC's 





NABET crews to get any okay to 


| tative commissions will be earned | originate pickups for “The West- 
repperies|ern” telecast, 


Consequently, Rog- 


which will handle almost $500,000,-/¢FS and his staff made arrange- 


000, in spot tv and radio billings. 


| 


| 


ments to traipse to Big Rattlesnake 


River near Naches, Wash., where 


Through the giants in the rep|Gary Cooper, Maria Schell and 


field, the Katz Agency, John Blair, 
NBC Spot Sales, Peters, Griffin, 
Woodward and CBS Spot Sales, a 
large portion of this coin will be 
funneled. During the calendar year 
1957, approximately 4,150 compan- 
nies used national and regional 
spot 
nies used spot’s more glamorous 
sister, network tv. 

Of the 4,150 national advertisers 
using spot tv, 2,863 of them spent 
less than $20,000 in the medium. 


television while 293 compa-| 





Karl Malden will be doing a WB 
film, “The Hanging Tree” under 
Delmar Daves’ direction. Here, 
Rogers was given permission by 
the LATSE officials to work in a 
restricted area without any juris- 
dictional disputes of a crisis nature. 
Visit To ‘Rio Bravo’ 
Also, since no one union has com- 


| plete domination of the labor force 


at Gene Autry’s Melody Ranch in 
the vicinity of Newhall, Cal., “Wide 
Wide World” will be able to use 


To most tv stations national spot|its technical staff there without 


i: the largest source of broadcast| any difficulty. This marks the first 


income and almost 47° of the coin|time that tv cameras will invade 


| earned 


by a non-network-owned | Melody Ranch. On this occasion, 
station was derived from national |John Ford will show how Westerns 
| spot advertising. About one out of| are made and there'll be rip snor- 
; every four dollars went into spot|fin’ palaver with John Wayne, 
advertising. |Bond, Ricky Nelson and Brennan 
The 55 independent national|during shooting scenes for WB's 
reps maintain 290 offices and em-/| “Rio Bravo.” 
| ploy a total of over 1,935 people of Rogers had to contend with three 
| whom more than 725 are salesman.| problems in producing “The West- 
The rep sales force makes up less | ern.” First, as mentioned above, 
than 38° of the total personnel. |was the delicate union preblem and 
Total annual payroll for the 55/ second, the enormous task of clear- 
firms is $12,800,000. All told, they | ing the use of special pre '48 West- 
sell spot advertising for 469 tv/ern film. He plans to use scencs 
Stations. from some 25 movies made in tne 
According to-a Station Repre-|past 55 years, and this stuff will 
sentative analysis, based on the! come from old, precious collections 
| a ee ae card rates|and will include notable footage of 
as of March 1, buying all stations a ) 
|repped by one of the top 15 const oateened ee phar © 


| 





would range from $5,900 up to 
£40,000, 

|. The reps will deal with 3,000 
| listed advertising agencies who 


|Is Music” from 8:30 to 9 and,|delphia Inquirer and the Camden | tising. 


as previously announced, “ESP” 
(sponsored) from 9 to 9:30. Sat- 
| urday there’s no change at all for 
ithe moment, with Billy Graham 
|holding down an hour of time for 
|an indefinite summertime run. If 
jhe goes off, however, web says 
it has replacements ready 

Sunday it’s “Anybody Can Play” 
at 8:30, the new “Baseball Cor- 
ner” (sponsored) at 9 and “Open 
Hearing” at 9:30. Toward the end 
of July, when the Fund for the 
Republic tieup with Mike Wallace 
concludes, “Scotland Yard" will 
take over the 10 p.m. slot. 


Ross to NBC-TV Sales 


Andrew Ross has been appointed 
to the new position of art director, 
sales planning, NBC-TV Network 
Sales. 

He comes from ABC where he 
was art director for 11 years. Ross 
will report to Dean Shaffner, di- 


rectes, sales planning. 








Courier-Pgst affected, virtually all 


their transmission of news. 

At WCAU-TV, Charles Vanda 
|made new use of the word “spec- 
tacular” by presenting “The Sun- 
day Bulletin-TV Addition” on 
Sunday afternoon. It was a 90- 
minute spectacular on each of the 
sections of the bulging Bulletin. 
The adaptation was taken directly 
from the daily with features from 
each section. Bill Dickinson, as- 
sistant m.e. of the Bulletin, intro- 
duced the program with WCAU 
News Director Charles Shaw serv- 
ing as anchor man and also inter- 
preting international news and 
reading editorials. Members of 
the various editorial departments 
appeared on the program with 
highspots from their columns. An 
offbeat feature was WCAU'’s Ralph 
Collier introducing members of the 
casts of “Most Happy Fella” and 


| W@eptinued from, page 50) 








of the fifth estaters accelerated | 


WABC-TV’S “ME, TOO’ 


The network keys in New York 


WRCA-TV and WCBS-TV reported 
nifty advances over last year, and 
this week WABC-TV adds its name 
to the metropolitan roster of 
money makers. 

After a favorable first quarter, 
the ABC key reported it is running 
35° ahead of second-quarter bill- 
ings in 1957. 

“Present indications for the 
third quarter,” said Robert Stone, 
WABC chieftain, “point to an even 
healthier summer record for the 
station.” Stone emphasized that the 
third quarter falls largely in the 





| 
| 


are all doing hot business in the) 
1958 second quarter. Last week| behalf of Kraft, Danny Seymour, 





summer, “a traditionally slow sea-| other 
json for tejeyisiop-f.y/ yy 1191» been resolved @s Hb, one “roy o> 


Lever Negotiates 
Gleason Series 


Looks like J. Walter Thompson 


is out to corner the market on live 


IN BILLINGS HIKE, comics. Having already wrapped 


up Milton Berle for the Wednesday 
night at 9 period on NBC-TV on 


JWT'’s tv topper, is now finalizing a 
deal for Jackie Gleason to move 
into the Friday night 8:30 slot on 
|CBS-TV with a weekly half-hour 
show. Sponsor would be Lever 
Bros. with a possibility of Pharma- 
ceuticals, Inc., sharing the tab. 
As described by Seymour, it'll 
be a slam-bang 30-minute version 
of Gleason's former full hour 
variety show, but with the “Honey- 
mooners” segment playing but a 
small part. It's anticipated that 
Art Carney will be among those 
checking in weekly, though the 
cast components haven't 
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clearing the way... 


The bandwagon is barrelling. ABC Television has more 
programs set, more sponsors signed than in any comparable period 
in the history of the network. 


Credit goes, in large part, to all our affiliated stations, for literally 
clearing the way ... for their wholehearted_ cooperation in securing 
clearances for next fall’s broadcasts, 


To them, our deepest appreciation. 


To advertisers, a reminder:| Jump on the bandwagon yourself. 
ABC Television will deliver your message to the most valuable 
audience in America! For remember: 


You get them at the GET AGE on abc-tv 
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32 TELEVISION REVIEWS 
BASEBALL CORNER DOEESEOSESOOSO4 HOOF HF FO64960666060646660644 +0460000664 | THE BIG ISSUE 
With Buddy Biattner, Frankie With John A. Mackay, Eugene 


Frisch, Duke Snider, Bob Feller, 
Pee Wee Reese 
Producer: Jim Colligan 
Director: Carl Tubbs 
30 Mins., Sun. 9 p.m. 
GENERAL MILLS 
ABC-TV, from Chicago (tape) 
(Knox-Reeves) 
ABC-TV’s summertime stopgap 
for the erstwhile Sid Caesar slot is 


an unpretentious baseball gabfest | 


that is strictly for the buffs, of 
whom there are plenty. A kind of 
multiple interview pivoted by ex- 
Giants infielder Buddy Blattner, its 
interest value is largely in what it 
reveals of the off-diamond person- 
alities of some star players. There 
was no shyness in the group assem- 
bled for the first show (1). 

Principal topic was the controv- 
ersial “Great Wali” of the Los An- 
geles Coliseum and how it affects 
the Dodgers, who now are billeted 
there. Duke Snider, player most 
victimized by the unorthodox pro- 
portions of the stadium, made some 
polite statements about how he’s 
going to change his batting stance 
and swing, etc., and Pee Wee Reese 
contributed some insights into the 
Dodgers pitchers’ provlems. Latter 
was, of course, a gambit for retired 
Cleveland flinger Bob Feller, who's 
now in the play-by-play broadcast- 
ing business. The wisecracks and 
ad libs, which flavored the chinfest, 
tended to diffuse the subject, but 
it was just as well. 

Best of the guests from a show 
standpoint was oldtimer Frankie 
Frisch, a colorful talker with some 
irreverent views, whose baseball 
ken and remembrances of the old 
days were more interesting than 
the grist of the show. Buddy Blatt- 
ner managed to keep the talk from 
getting too far afield, proved him- 
self genial and wove the strands 
into a lively half hour. Film clips 
apropos of the subject matter were 
plusses. 

Show is on videotape, and the 
teeoffer twice had problems with 
the soundtrack. Director Carl Tubbs 
had trouble catching the ad libs as 
they happened, pointing up the 
need for an alert spare camera. 
Olympic champ Bob Richards was 
okay on the filmed Wheaties —— 

es. 


LURE OF THE LIBRARY 
With U. of Louisville Players; 
moderator, Ken Meeker 
Director: Dave Jones 
30 Mins.; Sun. (25), 1:30 p.m. 
WHAS-TV, Louisville 
WHAS presents two half-hour 
community service programs, “Lure 
of the Library’ and “Songs of 
Faith.” “Lure of the Library” half- 
hour was devoted to “Antigone,” a 
lay written by Sophocles in 421 


Tele Follow-Up Comment 
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Ed Sullivan Show Brucker are ho _ journalistic;showed an _ intrinsic strength. 
Johnny Wayne & Frank Shuster | slouches, but in this instance, it|Shots of the natives and native 
are probably the freshest comedy | was Stone’s pyrotechnics that put/ wildlife bordered on the superb, 
team extant. Also one of the most| the torrid tabasco sauce into the|but it was the fronter who again 
| literate. This Canadian duo has| professional shop talk at thirty, | fell down on the job. 
been signed by Ed Sullivan for 26| He contended that few papers be-| Phomas demonstrated his own 
| guest appearances to be played in| yond the Eastern seaboard give) peculiar weakness in the narration. 
'52 weeks. This means that they'll decent- coverage to world news; | Fi< heavy-handed rhetoric miti- 
"probably be as well known as the | dailies are adjuncts of advertisers, | pated the impact of the camera 
\ringmaster on this show. If they | and publishers are mostly Repub-| Once more, the performer seemed 
'do as well ag they did on Sunday | licans on the stuffy side. Both |, pe talking down to his audience 
|(1), it could probably be called the Miller and Brucker agreed with| ang in the end, it became almost 
Wayne & Shuster show. | Stone about the inadequate cover- as much a matter of catching him 


F : age of foreign affairs with the pos- : See ; 
One of the most distinguished | oi} )6 exception of such papers as — Rey mgacininmn Fg the 
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ecmedy bits on this or many othet 
sliows was their rib of Shakespeare. 
The focal point of the plot was the 
hitless streak of the star catcher 
of the Stratford Baseball club. The 
lines were learned. The spirit of 
the bard was there, the verbiage | 
followed closely the words of the 
| master, and the pair imbued the 
| bit with a comedic spirt that was 
|their own. A few more pieces of 
this calibre and literacy may again 
be popular. 

Another fine comedy point was 
Edie Adams’ rib of Marlyn Monroe, 
a clever bit of satire which has 
been her forte in video and cafes 
alike. Apparently, she’s trying to 
branch out. Miss Adams (Mrs. 
Ernie Kovacs) opened with a 
serioso rendition of “Scarlet Rib- 
bons.” In doing this fine ballad, 
those hep to Miss Adams’ comedy | 
rep seemed to be expecting some- | 
thing to break loose. Since nothing | 
did, the basic value of her perform- 
ance of the tune was lost upon 
many, | 

The Ballet de Paris with Jean- | 
maire & Roland Petit fronting per- 
formed a picturesque pas-de-deux 
pepetine a romance between a 
sailor and a mermaid for good 
results. 

In the singing brigade, Jimmie 
Ropes, who has been getting a 
g ride an tele as well as disks 
performed a pair in two spots. The 
kid has a colorful set of pipes and 
periodically offers some excite- | 
ment. Sallie Blair, whose forte | 
seems to be rhythm tunes, didn’t | 
do as well ag normally with her | 
entry into a languid ballad. There 
was also singing in the classical 
vein by Matio Delmonaco, for good 
results. 

Wayne & Shuster conferenciered 
in the absence of Sullivan current- | 
ly in Europe. They were tops, ex- | 


} 








| 


the exits got slightly mixed up. 
Jose. 





Person to Person 





C., and performed by the Uni- 
versity Players of the U. of Louis- 
ville. Another will be presented by | 
a Kentucky college theatre group | 


hotel-hopping last Friday (30) over | 


St. Louis Post Dispatch, Dee 
Moines Register and one or two| 
others. Brucker admitted there 
was advertising pressure at times. 
I've felt it,” he said. He thought 
the American press was superior | 
to the British but decried our gov- 
ernment’s bureaucracy which makes 
news gathering so difficult, Stone 
assailed Chairman Strauss of the! 
AEC and Secretary of State Dulles | 
(“both are sacred cows of the N-Y. | 
Times”) who he said were con-| 
stantly on the phone ordering big | 
league publishers to spike certain | 
stories. Suppression of news is 
subtle, in most instance, he 
charged, adding that Pulitzer, Mc- 
Cormack and Hearst were individ- 
ualists while today’s newspaper 
owners are far from this breed. 
Bright reporters go stale in Wash- 
ington, he lamented. 


Brucker agreed with Stone that 
it was difficult to get news from the 
State Dept and the AEC. “A 
screen is put up.” he asserted. 
The three journalists agreed that 
the Moss-Hennings bill, if passed, 
would prevent the government 
from hiding information. The 
government, it appears, uses a 
1789 statute to thwart the press 
in its constant search of news. 
Brucker, in particular, was deter- 
mined to ‘see this legislation 
passed because many government- 
al bureaus take the imperious atti- 
tude that “papa knows best” when 
it comes to disseminating news. 
He hailed the American News- 
paper Publishers Assn. for . its 
fight to help eliminate the 1789 
statute. | 

This was a spirited program and 
Heffner’s questions were to the 
point. Rauns. 








| 


} 
Jack Paar Show 





Schoolboyish comic Johnny Car- | 8 

cept in one department, in which 5° sat in for Jack Paar last week | 
on 

jaltered the flavor of the show en- | 

| tirely. 

was 


Ed Murrow did some New York ™0Stly dull. 


the NBC-TV latenighter and | 


With Carson navigating, it | 


wholesome, intelligent and | 


A format that has taken on a racy | 


CBS-TV for his weekly pair of | adults-only air under Paar, a char- 


guest interviews. His 


cameras | acteristic 
stopped in at' the Stanhope for a | subbers 


sustained by pre‘ious 
Jonathon Winters and 


three weeks later. Maskrafters of i visit with Olivia de Havilland and | even Orson Bean, is wolf’s clothing 


Georgetown College will perform 
“The Book of Job” on the “Songs 
of Faith’ spot on June 14. The 
college group will then begin a} 
summer tour that will take them | 
to England and Wales. | 

Story of “Antigone” seis out 
that she is the sister of the two 
men who fight and kill each other | 
on the plain outside the ancient! 
city of Thebes. When Creon, king | 
of Thebes, orders one brother 
buried in state and the other left 
unburied on the plain, Antigone 
rushes out to bury her disgraced 


her husband, Pierre Galante, and | 
then skipped over to the Hotel 
Pierre for a session with Van Cli- 
burn and his parents. 

It was the Cliburn segment that 
gave the show its importance. Cur-| 
rently the hottest of the U.S. long- 
hairs, young Cliburn acquitted him- 
self admirably in the guest seat. 
He was poised, articulate and com- 


to a gentle soul like Carson. 
experience of his helmship will 
never go down.as memorable either 
for a Carson appearance or for an 
edition of the show. 


The 


Thursday's (29) outing, for in- 


stance, was inordinately talky and 
seemed to go on forever. 
got 
dulged in a long. overly casual in- 


Pacing 


lost early when Carson in- 


That the program is clearly and 
expressly a video travelog is not in 
dispute, but it was quite apparent 
that Thomas missed out in failing 
to capture even the remotest part 


|of the important political shenani- 


gans going on in North Africa these 
days. The cursory examination 
given the history of Morocco, like 


almost everything else Thomas has | 


done on “High Adventure,” was sta- 
tic and not entirely comprehensi- 
ble. 

For next season, it might serve 
the program and the audience bet- 
ter if Thomas were to hire a hand- 
ful of expert writers and give them 
final sayso on the. stanza’s word 
content. Art. 





Eddie Fisher Show 
Eddie Fisher closed his NBC sea- 
son last Tuesday night with a gay, 
festive romp, one of his better 
hours of the entire year. Fisher 


made the most of some competent | 


help, namely his wife, Debbie Rey- 
nolds; Dick S 
fessional eccesttric, Oscar Levant. 
All in all, it shaped up as a fast- 


wn, and that pro- | 


moving, entertaining show despite - 


a few weak spots. 

Stanza opened with the gag bill- 
ing, “The Debbie Reynolds Show,” 
with the pert Miss Reynolds and 
her husband in a zestful duet. 
Material given them after this was 
too coy and cute, however. Miss 
Reynolds wowed with a song-and- 
dance routine, backed by smart 
production. At this point, unfor- 
tunately, they dipped into juvenile 
humor with Fisher, Miss Reynolds 
and George Gobel singing while 
dressed in baby clothes—it was 
pretty silly, made more so when 
they finished by spurting water 


uns. 
Dick Shawn gave the program a 
considerable pickup with his sharp, 
clever monolog in which he port- 


rayed a typical “young confused 
adult,” a schizophrenic. Shawn's 
material was very good, and he 


knows how to deliver. He wasn’t 
on long enough. 

Levant, the self-styled “local 
Tokyo Rose 6f network television,” 
came on to exchange banter with 
the Fisher clan, then performed a 
masterful execution of a composi- 
tion which pianist Van Cliburn 
played in his triumph at Moscow. 
It was in the nature of a tribute 
from Levant to Cliburn—and for 


‘ence Levant laid aside the quips 


as he seriously kudosed the young- 
ster from Texas. 

The’ Fishers bounced back on- 
stage to score with a medley of 


tunes, including “A Most Unusual 
Day.” “Tender Trap,” and “Blame 
\It On My Youth.” Finale was a 
| real version of “Witch Doctor,” lo- 


pletely at ease as he recapped his 
success in the Soviet competition 
and expressed his thoughts on mu- 
sic and his future career. ; 


|terview with Margaret Truman; 
and while the ex-President’s daugh- 
ter was good company, acquitting 
herself with poise, the tete-a-tete 


brother. As a result, Creon orders _ Since he was a transient at the was generally unrewarding and | caled in the jungle, with everybody 
Antigone” entombed alive. Re- , Pierre, there weren't too many peF-| rather short on wittiness. Overall, | participating. It was an hilarious 
mainder of the play is concerned | Sonal possessions that he could Carson's guests were good, each by | routine, those idiotic lyries adding 


with the consequences 
harsh tvranny. 

Striking effect of this somewhat 
gru -ome play is due in part to the 
traditional Greek masques used by 
the characters, which lend a spirit 
of Greek drama to the modern 
production 

i'nivovsity Players’ performance 
followed as closely as_ possible 
traditional Greek theatre, with the 
actors using the masaues to trans- 


harsh face, represents the charac- | 
ter of the tyrant), and historical | 
gestures for certain emotions and 
attitudes, which stem from gestures 
used in Greek drama and dance. 

Television version of “Antivone,” 
which was adapted trom the trans- 
lation by Dudley Fitts and Robert 
Fitzgerald, used no sets, but rather 
shades of light and dark, to accen- 
tuate the dialog of the actors. 

The two plays by Kentucky coi- 
lege theatre groups are the first 
by such area amateur theatrical 
groups to be presented by WHAS- 
TV, although the station has pre- 
sented excerpts from plays in in- 
forma! fashion in the past, in co- 
operation with several local theatre 
groups. This effort was we'l staged. 
Just how viewers received it is a 


been over their heads. Ken Meeker 
urged use of library facilities to 
close out the show. Wied. 


of Creon’s throw into the camera’s eye. In- 


to the zany air of it all. -Number 
also had some trick photography, 
with Shawn seen sometimes as a 


I | himself, but together they made a 
stead his personal thoughts dom- poor melting pot. There was a 
inated and that's what brought the jack of foil and a pressing need for 
interview to life. His parents were 4 funny line. miniature-sized character. Eddie 
virtually quiet props to the affair. jan Yeung, who is more the Cantor came on at the close to pres- 
The session at the Stanhope was | type to be hosting this kind of-ve-|ent star of the show with a plaque 
jless successful: After getting a 4 hicle, ‘got off the best quips but|as “national music father of the 
few nifty plugs for her latest pic-| seemed to be the only one trying. | year.” 
ture, produced by Samuel Goldwyn Nancy Walker's contribution was| Producer Gil Roden achieved a 
\Jr., Miss Havilland continued to) mainiy in some ad lib sitting antics, | good degree of success in his finale, 
dominate views on Paris. home and the Rey. Bob Richards came On| and Barry Shear’s direction kept 
at a sizzling tempo. 


The Open Mind 
Three ink-stained vets of the 
‘fourth estate—Herbert Brucker; 
|editor of the Hartford Courant 


|cal fitness, and the De Castro Sis- 
ters ogled their way through a pair | 
of songs. A skit by Carson and | 
| Miss Truman anent tv viewing in | 
the jet age failed to tickle, but Car- 
son's takeoff on Dunninger’s men- | 
tal telepathy act, with Alan Young 
as stooge, was nifty. It was the 
high point in the show. 

Beset with breaks*for commer- 


children. Neither Murrow or Gal-| .; “geen Rog | : 
pose them from individua’s into ante, editor of the Paris Match, | ith.a serious message about physi jit humming 
idealized poses of pafticular types could stop her once she got going. 

(Creon’s oversized mask with its If she wasn’t so pretty to look at, 
great, gaping mouth and craggy, | it would have been hard to _take. 


Musical backing by Buddy Breg- 
man good, and choreo by Jonathan 
Lucas was distinctive. Writers 
Mac Benoff,, Martin Ragaway and 
Skipper Dawes did well by Fisher 
despite a couple of lapses. Daku. 





Playhouse 90 : 
Taking an action theme with a 
Mississippi riverboat background 


McCarthy, Francis B. Sayre Jr., 

Glenn A. Archer, James B. Rest- 

on, Charles L. Bartlett, Glenn D. 

Everett; Lawrence Spivak, mod- 

erator 
Producer Spivak 
60 Mins., Sun. (1), 3 p.m. 
NBC-TV, from Washington 

The topic of whether-a Catholic 
should or could become President 
was approached in a rather oblique 
but interesting way on N8SC-TV’s 
“The Big Issue” Sunday (i). Law- 
rence Spivak, who also moderated 
the hourlong afiair, produced a 
quasi-formal debate between Dr. 
John A. Mackay, of Princeton The- 
ological Seminary, and Glenn A, 
Archer, former Dean of Washburn 
U. Law School, who took the nega- 
tive, and Congressman Eugene 
McCarthy and The Very Rev. Fran- 
cis B. Sayre, Doan of Washington 
Cathedral. 

Naturally, the program was done 
because Sen. John Kennedy, a 
Catholic, has been mentioned 
prominently of late as a Presiden- 
tial candidate for the Democratie 
party. But the senator's name 
didn’t enter the conversation; the 
debate was kept on an abstract 
basis. Nonetheless, the cogent and 
well-informed remarks of the dee 
| baters, particularly by Dr. Mackay, 
did present what seemed to be a 
representative feeling overall on 
the subject. One objection is that 
the participants tended occasional- 
ly to be euphemistic in discussing 
so delicate a matter as a politician’s 
religious beliefs, although in the 
latter half-hour of the show, re- 
porters headed by the Times’ 
James B. Reston and pugnacious 
Spivak, somewhat elicted clarity 
with their incisive amen 

rt. 


INDUSTRY ON PARADE 
(Youth and Science) 
With Bob Wilson, Peter Reberts, 

Radcliffe Hall narrators 
Writer: Arthur Holch 
Exec Producer: G. W. Johnstone 
Producers: Roger A. Young Jr., 

Arthur J. Lodge Jr. 

15 Mins., Sat. 1 p.m. 
WPIX, NY. 

Tv's first industrial newsreel, 
produced every week since 1950 by 
the National Assn. of Manufactur- 
ers, has been revised to stress the 
documentary approach. Previous- 
ly the weekly 15-minute program 
contained four unrelated news 
siories. But the format now, ac- 
cording to NAM exec v.p. Charles 
R. Sligh Jr., is tailored to “an inte- 
grated, interpretive story of one 
broad phase of industry's contribu- 
tion to the American way of life.” 

Unaffected by adoption of the 
new dress is “IOP’s” creative staff 
headed by Arthur Lodge Produc- 
tions Inc. Latter outfit turns out 
the series on film under super- 
vision of G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, 
NAM director of Radio, Television 
and Films, and Roger A. Young Jr., 
NAM producer of tele programs. 

Kickoff under the fresh policy 
was “Youth and Science,” which 
showed how four fir--: in various 
parts of the U.S. have developed 
programs that will help train 
youngsters to be the scientists of 
tomorrow. Sunray Oil Co. in Okla- 
homa, for example, gives em- 
ployees’ children the run of its la- 
boratory twice a month as an aid to 
help them think seriously about 
going into science as a career. 

This is public service program- 
ming in the fullest sense of the 
word for the series is of a non- 
propaganda nature and nothing is 
puffed with exception of the value 
of American industry—and what's 
wrong about that? Other topics 
slated to be covered later include 
“The Road Is Clear” thighway 
safety) and “Two Way Street” (‘ine 
ternational trade), among others. 

“Freedom, Opportunity, Pro- 
gress” are “IOP’s” catchwords— 
they more or less sum up NAM’s 
aims in showing America’s indus- 
}trial techniques and the part ine 
dustry plays in our everyday life. 
Series is now regularly program- 
med weekly by more than 270 
U.S. tv stations and is seen abroad 
in eight languages in 15 countries 
under auspices of the U.S. Informa- 
tion Agency. 
documentary dress, its existing cov- 
erage may well be broadened. 


,and chairman of the Freedom of | ciais, and apparently following the | and blending~into it a soapopera | Gilb. 


the 


| Information Committee of 
American Society of Newspaper 
Editors; William Miller. chief edi- 
torial writer of the New York 
Herald Tribune, and I. F. Stone, 


, former Washington correspondent | 
{and now editor of a weekly news| 
| letter—kicked around the pressing | 


| subject. “All the News” on “The 
| Open Mind” program over WRCA- 
|TV Sunday (1) with Richard D. 
Heffner in the role of moderator. 
Stone, who pulls no journalistic 


| punches and is a badgering ban- | 
question. Whole thing mieht h-ve|derillero of the American press,| was in Morocco. In this desert od- 
of the fireworks|dysey, Thomas’ cameramen again 
ranidly-moving 30-| proved that they rank among the 


provided most 
| during’ the 
| minute , Powwow. 


Miller and 


cue sheet to the minute, it’s not t 


| approach is quite a feat, but script- | 





surprising that Carson had trouble | er Martin H. Goldsmith and Screen | 


kneading it all briskly. 
Les. 





High Adventure 
characteristic weaknesses 
and strength of CBS-TV’s “High 
Adventure With Lowell Thomas” 
were clearly marked in the presen- 
tation of the show’s seasonal finale 
last Wednesday (28). 

Thomas’ final 1957-58 stopover 


The 


Gems achieved it in “Natchez,” 
TV's “Playhouse 90.” Result was a 
and lacking in characterization or 
believability. 

Ciiff Robertson plays a Civil War 
POW returned to the south to find 


fusing to burn his crops along with 


| cliche-ridden yarn, full of homilies | 


| “ a3 , 
\fmed be the Col subsid forces, Disney's ‘Swamp Fox 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Walt Disney has skedded early 
start of a new “Disneyland” tele- 
series based on Francis Marion, 
Revolutionary War hero, to be 


| his father has turned traitor by re- | tagged “The Swamp Fox.” 


Hour-long episodes, written by 


the other scorched-earth adherents.| Dennis McCarthy from screenplay 
He becomes cynical, goes to work by John C. Higgins, will be part of 
for Macdonald Carey, a river en- Disney’s “Frontierland” programs. 
trepreneur and cotton promoter, Segments will be in tradition of 





best in the business. The pictures 


(Continued on page 46) 


jDavy Crockett, 


With its change toa . 
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RATING HIGH 
FROM THE 


WORD G 0 


On May 7th, WNTA-TV, the new station in town, started 
operations with a wallop. ( We're quoting TimeMagazine.) 
And the rest of the press concurred, judging froma few 
typical comments you'll find at the right @ The ratings, 
too, registered impact, as you can see. 

Both ARB’s Telephone Coincidental and 
Trendex showed WNTA-TV was the Number 3 station 
in town in at least three time periods! « A special 
hit seems to have been made by Art Ford’s “Jazz Party”, 
and so we asked Trendex to double-check it. Result: 22% 
of those queried (or a member of their families) had 
seen this show that had been on the air only a few weeks, 
Trendex reported a Naturally, we were pleased, but this 
is only the beginning... what with a host of new pro- 
gramming in the making that we'll telecast...as the 
local flagship station of the NTA Film Network @ That 
inciudes, starting in the fall, such audience-winning new 
program series from 20th Century-Fox and Desilu 
Studios as... “This Is Alice’, “Man Without a Gun”, 
“How to Marry a Millionaire’,““Premiere Performance”, 
“TV Hour of Stars’, The Shirley Temple Specials, to 
name a few = And we intend to keep coming up with 
fresh, bright, imaginative programming ... based on the 
principle that there are plenty of minds and imagina- 
tions in that audience out there, just waiting to be stim- 
ulated, nourished and entertained @ Keep looking! 





Jack Gould, 


N. Y. TIMES: 


“On its second night 
of operation, 
WNTA-TV has 
shaken up tired 
New York television 


with a resounding 


wallop.” 
TIME: “WNTA-TV 


began with a wallop 
... By the end of its 
first day, WNTA 


had... increased its 


number of viewers 


(over WATV) 
4,200°o.” 
VARIETY: 
“WNTA-TV's 


Razzmatazz Preem 


Zings up N. Y. 


Video Spectrum.” 


Jo Coppola, 


N. Y. POST: “If 


there’s a lesson to be 
learned in the 


reception accorded 


WNTA-TYV, it is that 


a telecaster witha 


little boldness, 


imagination and 
know-how could 


command the 
attention of the 


nation’s viewers.” 


Ben Gross, N. Y. 
DAILY NEWS: 
“Live programs of 
network quality.” 


CUE: “WNTA-TV's 
ambitious 
programming 


concepts may make 
it a channel to be 
reckoned with.” 





Table “A” Station 


WCBS 
WRCA 
WNTA 
WABC 
WPIX 
WABD 
WOR-TV 








Rating 


20.1 
16.8 
17 
5.7 
45 
2.0 
9 


Share 


348 
29.1 
13.3 
10.0 
78 
3.5 
15 


Date: May 14,1958 Time: 9-11P.M. Sets in Use: 57.7 





Table “B” Station 


WCBS 
WRCA 





WABD 
WOR-TV 
WPIX 


Date: May7,1958 Time: 7:30-9:30P.M. Sets in Use: 64.3 


Rating 


18.8 
17.8 
10.6 
10.2 
3.2 
2.2 
15 


Share 











Table “C” Station Recall Rating Recall Share 
WABD* 25.9 47.1 
WRCA 25.2 459 
WNTA 13.7 25.0 

TRENDEX  wex 13.7 25.0 
WCBS 13.4 24.4 
WABC 6.7 12.2 
WOR-TV 2.3 4.1 

* TELETHON 


The New Station in Town NZ 


Date: May 25,1958 Time: 1-6:30 PM. 
Recall Sets in Use: 54.9 


WNTA-TV 1 
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VariETY’s weekly chart, based on ratings furnished by Pulse’s latest reports on 
feature films and their competition covers 155 markets. 
markets will be listed, with the 10 top-rated features tabulated. 

Factors which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers in 
determining the effectiveness of a feature show in a specifie market hare. been 
included in this Variety chart. Listed below is such pertinent information regarding 
features as their stars, release year, original production company and the present 
distributor included wherever possible along with the title. t 
to such factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the measured 


Each week, two different 


Attention should be paid 


-PULSE FEATURE CHART 


feature period and shure of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
of the feature and audience composition, i.e., a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 
time period. In the cities where stations se!l their feature programming on a multi 
stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week a total rating for the 
total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles the listed features 
for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer- 


tained. Under Time Slot, S. O. stands for Sign-Off. 








KANSAS CITY 


TOP 10 FEATURE FILMS 


1. “WATERLOO BRIDGE”— 
Vivien Leigh, Robert Taylor; 
1940; MGM; MGM-TV 


2. “THE FEMININE TOUCH’— 
Don Ameche, Rosalind Russell, 
Van Heflin; 1941; MGM; 
MGM-TV 


3. “CROWDED PARADISE” 
Nancy Kelly, Hume Cronyn; 
1956; Tudor Pictures; 
Governor TV 


4. “THE FEMININE TOUCH”’— 
Don Ameche, Rosalind Russell, 
Van Heflin; 1941; MGM; 
MGM-TV 


5. “ANCHORS AWEIGH”’— 
Frank Sinatra, Kathryn 
Grayson, Gene Kelly; 
1945; MGM; MGM-TV 


6. “O’SHAUGHNESSY’S BOY”"— 
Wallace Beery, Jackie Cooper; 
1935; MGM; MGM-TV 


7. “CRACK UP”— 
Bette Davis; 1956; 
} 20th Century Fox; NTA 


8. “IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE”— 
James Stewart, Donna Reed, 
L. Barrymore; 1946; 
RKO; M&A Alexander 


9. “THE IMPATIENT YEARS”— 
Jean Arthur, Lee Bowman, 
Charles Ceburn; 1944; 
Columbia Pictures; Screen Gems 


16. “PENTHOUSE”— 
Warner Baxter, Myrna Loy; 
1933; MGM; MGM-TV 


FRESNO 


1. “LOST ANGEL”— 
Margaret O’Brien, James Craig, 
Keenan Wynn; 1943; 
MGM; MGM-TV 


2. “RINGSIDE MAISIE”— 
Ann Sothern, George Murphy, 
Robert Sterling; 1941; 
MGM; MGM-TV 


3. “THE CAT AND THE FIDDLE”— 
Jeanette MacDonald, Jean 
Hersholt, Ramon Navarro; 

1934; MGM; MGM-TV 


4. “CITY IN FLAMES”— 
Anne Jeffreys, Kevin 
McCarthy; 1956; 
20th Century Fox; NTA 


5. “THIS IS M¥ LOVE”— 
Linda Darnell, Dan Duryea; 
1954; RKO; M&A Alexander 


6. “99 RIVER STREET”’— 
John Payne, Evelyn Keyes; 
1953; UA; UA-TV 


7. “TWO SISTERS FROM BOSTON”— 
Kathryn Grayson, June Allyson, 
Peter Lawford; 1946; 

MGM; MGM-TV 


8. “THE IRON MAJOR”— 
Pat O’Brien; 
1943; RKO; C&C-TV 


®. “THE THIEF’— 
Ray Milland, Rita Gam; 
1952; UA; NTA 


16. “ROUGH, TOUGH AND READY”— 
Chester Morris, Victo™ 
MeLaglen; 1945; 
Columbia: Screen Gems 


PULSE 


Survey Dates: April 7-14, 1958. Stations: KCMO, KMBC, WDAF. TV Homes: 293,700. 


AVERAGE 


TIME SLOT 


Gold Award Theatre 19.8 
Fri. April 11 
10:30-S.0. 
KCMO 


Million $ Movie 18.9 
Sat. April 12 
10:00-S.0. 
KCMO 


9:30 Theatre 17.8 
Sun. April 13 
9:30-11:00 p.m. 

WDAF 


Million $ Movie 16.5 
Sun. April 13 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 
KCMO 


5 Star Theatre 16.4 
Sun. April 13 
10:30-S.0. 
KCMO 


5 Star Theatre 14.6 
Thurs. April 10 
10:30-S.0. 
KCMO 


20th Century Fox Hour 13.8 
Sun. April 13 
3:00-4:00 p.m. 
KMBC 


5 Star Theatre 13.8 
Wed. April 9 
10:30-S.O. 
KCMO 


5 Star Theatre 13.0 
Mon. April 7 
10:30-S.0. 
KCMO 


5 Star Theatre 12.3 
Tues. April 8 
10:30-S.0. 
KCMO 


Big Time Movie 17.4 
Thurs. April 10 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
KMJ 


Big Time Movie 15.3 
Men. April 7 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
KMJ 


Big Time Mevie 14.4 
Sun. April 13 
6:00-7:30 p.m. 
KMJ 


20th Century Fox Hour 12.0 
Sat. Apri} 12 
8:00-9:00 p.m. 
KJEO 


Major Movie 11.8 
Wed. Apri! 9 
10:30-S.0. 
KNIJ 


Double A Movie 11.6 
Sat. April 12 
10:30-S.0. 
KFRE 


Best of MGM 11.3 
Fri. April 11 
10:30-S.0. 
KMJ 


Geld Medal Movie 10.4 
Sun. April 13 
5:00-6:30 p.m. 
KJEO 


Sunday Matinee 9.9 
Sun. April 13 
3:00-4:30 p.m. 
KJEO 


Request Movie 9.8 
Fri. April 11 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 

KJEO 


RATING 


21.3 


18.7 


17.3 


16.7 


143 


15.7 


14.3 


14.7 


HIGH 


Low 


18.3 


18.0 


17.3 


15.3 


15.7 


12.0 


13.3 


11.7 


11.7 


103 


AVERAGE 
SHARE 


57 


48 


35 


43 


Survey Dates: April 7-14, 


19.6 


18.5 


16.6 


13.0 


13.5 


12.5 


16.0 


11.0 


10.5 


16.8 


12.0 


12.5 


118 


95 


10.5 


8.0 


10.0 


47 


35 


19 


1958. 


AV. 
SH. 


25 
21 


29 
33 


59 
47 


40 


37 
39 


34 


43 
38 


32 
31 


42 


31 
31 


36 
30 


31 
31 


32 
57 


47 


31 


31 


49 
47 


41 
47 


61 


AV. 
TOP COMPETITION STATION RATINGS 

Treasure Hunt.. MEET .o-ceNeuue 10.2 
Premiere Playhouse 

“Tall In the Saddle”....... ME? éeweedses 6.7 
Saturday Movie 

eS — RRC .cctBece IBS 
Movie “Age of Darkness”..... WE oswkeinse 9.0 
rere BEE i ciccces 208 
EE os ca acu aeeeduudels is eee 2} 
5 Star Theatre 

“Anchors Aweigh”...... 66: nD <ce0ses<7 ee 
ea ase BRE .ccccce.- 385 
City Detective Lecevode: ay saceusse Te 
20 Century Fox Hour 

"IN IE cic nine <e:reew sane BIB sctedes 13.8 
9:30 Theatre 

“Crowdled Paradiae” . ....0<049. WED .csensas 17.5 
Me. Forum csi eanceeons eel WDAF ..10.2 
Passport to Danger........... KMBEC ........ 12.2 
SOE PORE TOW « s sccesseecnces WE 08a cuss 82 
Million $ Movie 

“The Feminine Touch”..... BOM icseases 17.3 
Comameutial Faae. 5 sos002s2.c0% ES wstoees 11.5 
Gee. CI <n oetveccwncaue a ee 
een TOO... go vncaesd oes PE cctéuae- 84 
Se Nd «cate c ee des as WRAP: 6. séaes 12.5 
Jack Paar Show... ....<.cccees WEP .....0. 8.2 
re =:.'. dashes onsen aoe .. et 11.2 
SOCK POSE TG. cccccusecccsc: WE 3% néedes 7.7 

Stations: KFRE, KJEO, KMJ. TV Homes: 85,600. 

Sergeant Preston.............. , ea 14.3 
Pe a 0s ss cachic sw cee ea . eee 16.3 
es ne ee ee ae 18.8 
SN Gs vn cacrwenensa tes EE sbaitesse 13.8 
Denes Oe BG... ... owccs sates ee 20.3 
Godfrey Talent Scouts......... er 27.3 
Geld Medal Movie 

"Ee TE PE. ow ewoceses rere 10.3 
mes “es Ge Oe. ks oh ddds i ax cn ar 13.8 
ee epee rer rn CEE A édeaa< t 28.3 
os re eee a ae 
Movieland 

“Bermuda Mystery”........ BIRO .scetecse 7.9 
Your Hit Parade... ......6..... Re 15.8 
Mevieland 

“Operation Haylift”........ OU seaadaden 78 
Movie of the Week 

‘Government Girl”. ......... KIBO .nccccces 71 
Wide Wide World .......... EP. canwe'ses. 15.3 
Saber of London seals ee: .14.3 
Big Time Movie 

“The Cat and the Fidd'e” a ee ee 15.8 
Wild Bill Hickok eee, 11.3 
Ree ere ere. KMJ 10.8 
Wide Wide World............ KMJ ag 14.8 
Hiclway Patrol.............. Per 19.3 
ee ee | re 35.3 
S105 OO Os oc wes eerie as 31.5 








wee 
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If you're a TV advertiser, 
the difference between 
having your eyes closed and 
your eyes open is 

the difference between 

a short-sighted and a far- 
sighted view of network TV, 


Take the two ways that 
MULTI-VISION,* the new media 
concept of the NTA Film” 
Network, can work 

for its television sponsors... 


‘OPENER 


PLAN I: For the sponsor interested 

in identification and penetration. 

it offers sponsorship of any one of 

three great new half-hour series 

from 20th Century-Fox and 

Desilu Studios with sole sponsor 

identification. Plus sponsorship 

of ‘Premiere Performance” and of 
“TV Hour of Stars.’ A total of 

7 commercial minutes...plus 10 

billboards every week... which 

should deliver more than 14,000,000 

TV homes per week. 











PLAN II: For the sponsor whose 
chief aim is all-out penetration and 
saturation. It offers one commercial 
minute in every one of NTA's 

great new half-hour programs... 

plus full participation in ‘‘Premiere 
Performance”’ and ‘‘TV Hour of Stars." 
A total of 10 commercial minutes 
every week, which should deliver more 
than 27,000,000 TV homes per week. 


If your eyes (and mind) 

are open...get in touch 
with us today to see the 
visible benefits of the most 
exciting and significant 
development in network 
television in this decade! 


NTA FILM 
NETWORK 


Coliseum Tower, 10 Columbus Circle 
New York 19 NY © JUdson 2-7300 





*Copyright 1068, NTA Film Network, Ing) 
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United 





Commonwealth 
Nations, U. K. & 
U. S. Possessions 











United Kingdom (*refers to proper- 
ties either produced or cofinanced in 
England, Canada or elsewhere not re- 
stricted by the film quota). 





UNITED KINGDOM 











ABC FILM SYNDICATION 
Wyatt Earp 
CBS FILM SALES 
Amos 'n’ Andy 
*Assignment Foreign Legion 
Gene Autry 
Brave Eagle 
Buffalo Bill, Jr. 
Champion, Adventures of 
Gray Ghost 
Gun Law 
I Love Lucy 
Millionaire 
Newsfilm 
Annie Oakley 
Phil Silvers Show 
Range Rider 
San Francisco Beat 
20th Century 
Whirlybirds 
Whistler 
You Are There 
FREMANTLE 
Animal Parade 
Encyclopaedia Britannica 
Movie Museum 
Jungle 
Hopalong Cassidy 
FOUR STAR 
Zane Grey 
Jeannie 
GROSS-KRASNE 
O. Henry Playhouse 
*African Patrol 
GUILD 
Liberace 
Captain David Grief 
INTERSTATE 
I Married Joan 
MARK VII PRODS. 
Dragnet 
MCA TV 
Rosemary Clooney 
McCADDEN PRODS. 
Burns & Allen 
Bob Cummings Show 
METRO-TV 
Northwest Passage 
The Thin Man 
NBC INTERNATIONAL 
Crunch and Des 
Dangerous Assignment 
Frontier 
Life of Riley 
NATIONAL TELEFILM ASSOC. 
ATES 
Sheriff of Cochise 
OFFICIAL FILMS 
*The Buccaneers 
Decoy 
Foreign Intrigue 
*Robin Hood 
Lancelot 
Star Performance 
r and Story 
olonel March 
ELE PROGRAMS OF AMERICA 


€ 


— 


r of the Jungle 
y Is My Business 


t of Monte Cristo 
of Tugboat Annie 
ceye and the Last of the 


ntures 


Lone Ranger 
Acventures of Charlie 
SC! . GEMS 
ventures of Rin Tin Tin 
Br 
] f o38) (‘SG I ] f 
Th ifre 
Knows Best 
| Lancers 
rs J i 7 
end 
Jim 
( PI ouse 
é 
Hickok 
I 
v i DISNEY 
1d 
Mouse Club 
Zi\ 
{ ) 
i! ( i n 
I Comm | 
tiorney 
vy Patrol 
( 1X 
T Territory 


CANADA 











ABC FILM SYNDICATION 


Code 3 

Douglas Fairbanks 

Pane Playhouse 
aleidoscope 

Passport to Danger 

Playhouse 

Racket Squad 

Sheena 

The Three Musketeers 

Twenty Six Men 

Wyatt Earp 


CBS FILM SALES 
Amos ’n’ Andy 
Assignment Foreign Legion 
Gene Autry 
Brave Eagle 
Captain Kangaroo Cartoons 
Cases of Eddie Drake 
Champion, Adventures of 
Gunsmoke 
I Love Lucy 
Jeffry Jones, Files of 
Life With Father 
Mama 
Newsfilm 
Annie Oakley 
Range Rider 
San Francisco Beat 
The Search 
Under The Sun 
Whirlybirds 
Whistler, The 
FREMANTLE 
Silent Service 
The Life of Riley 
Hopalong Cassidy 
Boots and Saddle 
Captured 
Crunch and Des 
Dangerous Assignment 
The Falcon 
Frontier 
The Great Gildersleeve 
His Honor Homer Bell 
Inner Sanctum 
Paragon Playhouse 
The Visitor 
Watch the World 
* Western Marshall 
Hour of Silents 
Movie Museum 
Ballet de France 
Paul Killiam Show 
Your Window on the World 
Ray Forrest Show 


GROSS-KRASNE 
O. Henry Playhouse 


GUILD 
Captain David Grief 
Kingdom of the Sea 
Michaels in Africa 
Liberace 
Florian Zabach 
Frankie Laine 
I Spy 
Confidential File 
Molly 
Life With Elizabeth 
Joe Palooka 
It's Fun to Reduce 


_MARK VII PRODS. 
| Dragnet 
|'MeCADDEN PRODS. 


Burns & Allen 
| Bob Cummings Show 





NATIONAL TELEFILM ASSOC. 


} Sheriff of Cochise 
OFFICIAL FILMS 


The Buccaneers 
Colonel March 
Foreign Intrigue 
Robin Hood 
Scarlet Pimpernel 
Sir Lancels 
Star | lance 
Ss nd Story 
Sword of Freedom 


Father Knows Best 
$ a 
Cj Boy 
Adve W f Rin T 
I s of the Texas 
J J cn 
( ne 
: 
, 
( v PI ( 
. : : 
g } 
| } \ 
7 I 1] s 
T > 
_ 


ZIV 


States Telefilms 


Sports Album 

Corliss Archer 

Eddie Cantor Comedy Theatre 
Your TV Theatre 

Dr. Christian 

Man Called X 

Highway Patrol 





AUSTRALIA 








ABC FILM SYNDICATION 
Herald Playhouse 
Kaleidoscope 
Passport to Danger 
Playhouse 
Racket Squad 
The Three Musketeers 
Twenty Six Men 
Wyatt Earp 


CBS FILM SALES 
Airpower 
Amos 'n’ Andy 
Have Gun, Will Travel 
Honeymooners 
I Love Lucy 
Millionaire 
Navy Log 
Newsfilm 
Annie Oakley 
Our Miss Brooks 
Phil Silvers Show 
Range Rider 





San Francisco Beat 

Terrytoons 

20th Century 

Whirlybirds | 


FOUR STAR 
Zane Grey 
| Jeannie 
FLAMINGO FILMS 
| Superman 
FREMANTLE 
' Encyclopaedia Britannica 
Jungle 
The Big Fights 
Movie Museum 
Hopalong Cassidy | 
, GROSS-KRASNE 
O. Henry Playhouse | 
GUILD 
Liberace } 
Frankie Laine 
Fiorian Zabach 
Life With Elizabeth 
I Spy 
MARK VII PRODS. 
Dragnet 
McCADDEN PRODS. 
Burns & Allen 
Bob Cummings Show | 
NBC INTERNATIONAL 
Frontier | 
Matinee Theatre 
Medic 
The Falcon 
Watch the World } 
OFFICIAL FILMS 
The Buccaneers 
| Foreign Intrigue 
Robin Hood 
Scarlet Pimpernel 
Sir Lancelot 
Star Performance 
Star and Story 


TELE PROGRAMS OF AMERICA 





Lassie 
Stage 7 
| The Lone Ranger 
Susie 
| Ramar of th Jungle 
Mystery Is My Business 
Fury 
Count of Monte Cristo 
Halls of I 
Hawkeye and e Last of 
} \ ire ( lie ¢ 
ri nt of T I Annie 
SCREEN GEMS 
A | é e 
| es of I Tin T 
Fa no t 
‘ , vi 
| H | 
I k 
| ( I USE 
I 
" 
e 7 s 
T s 
( Jones 
ALT I NEY 
( 
iV 
I I é 
{ 
> ey 
i 
€ 
y 
i 4 ’ 





BERMUDA 











ABC FILM SYNDICATION 
Code 3 
Douglas Fairbanks 
Kaleidoscope 
Racket Squad 
Twenty Six Men 
CBS FILM SALES 
Amos 'n’ Andy 
Assignment Foreign Legion 
San Francisco Beat 
Terrytoons 
You Are There 
Whistler, The 
NBC INTERNATIONAL 
Great Gildersleeve 
His Honor, Homer Bell 
Life of Riley 
Silent Service 
Victory at Sea 
NATIONAL TELEFILM ASSOC, 
Sheriff of Cochise 
SCREEN GEMS 
Jungle Jim 
Father Knows Best 
All Star Theatre 
Casey Jones 
Ivanhoe 
Circus Boy 
Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 





HAWAITI 











WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 
Zorro 





GUAM 











CBS FILM SALES 
Honeymooners 
Gray Ghost 
GUILD 
Liberace 
MARK VII PRODS. 
Dragnet 
WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 


LATIN AMERICA 











ARGENTINA 











CBS FILM SALES 
Newsfilm 
FREMANTLE 
Vienna Philharmonic 
Vienna Choirboys 
Encyclopaedia Britannica 
NATIONAL TELEFILM 
ASSOCIATES 
Sheriff of Cochise 
NATIONAL TELEFILM ASSOC, 





Lassie 
Stage 7 
SCREEN GEMS 
All Star Theatre 
The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
Jungle Jim 
Tales of the Texas Rangers 
Father Knows Best 
ZIV 
Cisco Kid 
I f Pa rol 
| BRAZIL | 





SCREEN GEMS 
4 Qt | ‘ tre 


es of Rin Tin Tin 


i 








| COLOMBIA 
CBS FILM SALES 
FR E 
I a 
TE! »¢ AMS OF A ICA 
. i) 








Nn 


San Francisco Beat 
Terrytoons 
You Are There 
Whistler 
FREMANTLE 
Hopalong Cassidy 
National Film Board Series 
Animated Fairy Tale Series 
GUILD 
Liberace 
Frankie Laine 
Kingdom of the Sea 
Sheriff of Cochise 
| NTA 
TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 
Count of Monte Cristo 
Fury 
Lassie 
Ramar of the Jungle 
The Lone Ranger 
Mohicans 
Stage 7 
Hawkeye and the Last of the 
SCREEN GEMS 
} All Star Theatre 
| The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
Circus Boy 
Jungle Jim 
Jet Jackson 
Tales of the Texas Rangers 
77th Bengal Lancers 
Father Knows Best 
Suspense 
WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 
ZIV 





Cisco Kid 
| Harbor Command 
j Highway Patrol 
Martin Kane 
Man Called X 
District Attorney 
Tombstone Territory 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 











ZIV 
Favorite Story 
Boston Blackie 
Cisco Kid 





EL SALVADOR 











FREMANTLE 
Encyclopaedia Britannica 
Hopalong Cassidy 

NATIONAL TELEFILM ASSOC. 


Sheriff of Cochise 

TELE PROGRAMS OF AMERICA 
Lassie 
Stage 7 


SCREEN GEMS 
All Star Theatre 
| Father Knows Best 
Jungle Jim 
Circus Boy 
The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 
ZIV 
Cisco Kid 
Favorite Story 
Man Called X 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Martin Kane 





Highway Patroj 
Harbor Command 
Dr. Christian 
GUATEMALA | 





SYNDICATION 
to Dar ! 


ie 


ABC FILM 
Passport 


NAVI 





MEXICO 





“SYNDICATION 
\ 
c ’ at 2 


FILM SALES 
1 ' 
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isplay Around 1 The Globe 


Johnny Mack Brown 

Movie Museum 

Nat'l Film Board Canada Series 
GUILD 

Liberace 

Frankie Laine 

Florian Zabach 

I Spy 

Joe Palooka 

Molly ‘ 


MARK VII PRODS. 
Dragnet 


NATIONAL TELEFILM ASSO- 
CIATES 


Sheriff of Cochise 


TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 
Count of Monte Cristo 
Fury 
Lassie 
The Lone Ranger 
Stage 7 
New Adventures of Charlie 
Chan 


SCREEN GEMS 
Jungle Jim 
Father Knows Best 
The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
All Star Theatre 
Circus Boy 
Big Playback 
Damon Runyon Theatre 
Patti Page 
77th Bengal Lancers 
Tales of the Texas Rangers 
Jet Jackson 
Suspense 


WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 


ZIV 
I Led Three Lives 
Cisco Kid 
District Attorney 
Dr. Christian 
Favorite Story 
Man Called X 
Unexpected 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Martin Kane 
Highway Patrol 





NICARAGUA 











SCREEN GEMS 
Father Knows Best 
All Star Theater 
Suspenso 
Circus Boy 
Jet Jackson 


Boston Blackie 

Cisco Kid 

District Attorney 

Dr. Christian 
Favorite Story 
Highway Patrol 

I Led Three Lives 
Man Called X 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Unexpected 
Yesterday's Newsreel 





PANAMA 











NATIONAL TELEFILM ASSOC, 
Sheriff of Cocnise 


SCREEN GEMS 
Father Knows Best 
Jungle Jim 
Circus Boy 
Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
All Star Theater 


ZIV 
Cisco Kid 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Highway Patrol 
Favorite Story 
Boston Blackie 
District Attorney 
Unexpected 
Yesterday’s Newsreel 
Man Called X 
I Led Three Lives 
Dr. Christian 
Harbor Command 
Martin Kane 





PERU 











CBS FILM SALES 
Gun Law 
I Love Lucy 
Whistler, The 
NATIONAL TELEFILM ASSOC, 
Sheriff of Cochise 


TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 
New Adventures_of Charlie 


Chan 
Count of Monte Cristo 
Fury 
Lassie 
Mystery Is My Business 


Ramar of the Jungle 
The Lone Ranger 


stage 7 





SCREEN GEMS 
All Star Theater 
The Adventures of Rin Tin 
Tin 
Jungle Jim 
Jet Jackson 
Circus Boy 
Tales of the Texas Rangers 
77th Bengal Lancers 
ZIV 
Cisco Kid 
Boston Blackie 
District Attorney 
Dr. Christian 
Man Called X 
Harbor Command 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Martin Kane 


Unexpected 

I Led Three Lives 
Yesterday’s Newsree!l 
Favorite Story 
Highway Patrol 





PUERTO RICO 











(U.S. Possession but eonsidered 
part of Latin American market) 


ABC FILM SYNDICATION 
Code 3 
Passport To Danger 
Racket Squad 
Sheena 
The Three Musketeers 
26 Men 


CBS FILM SALES 
Assignment Foreign Legion 
Brave Eagle 
Gun Law 
Holiday In Paris 
I Love Lucy 
Newsfilm 
San Francisco Beat 
Terrytoons 
Under The Sun 
You Are There 
Whistier, The 


FREMANTLE 
Hopalong Cassidy 


CANADIAN FILM BOARD 
SERIES 
Animated Fairy Tales 


GUILD 
Liberace 
Frankie Laine 
Florian Zabach 
I Spy : 
Joe Palooka 
Molly 

NTA ¢ 

Sheriff of Cochise 


OFFICIAL FILMS 
Foreign Intrigue 
Robin Hood 
TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 
New Adventures of Charlie 
Chan 
Count of Monte Cristo 
Fury 
Lassie 
Mystery Is My Business 
Ramar of the Jungle 
The Lone Ranger 
Stage 7 
Hawkeye and the Last of the 
Mohicans 
SCREEN GEMS 
Father Knows Best 
The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
All Star Theatre 
Circus Boy 
Jet Jackson 
77th Bengal Lancers 
Suspense 
Tales of the Texas Rangers 


WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 
Mickey Mouse Club 
ZIV 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Man Called X 
* I Led Three Lives 
Cisco Kid 
Harbor Command 
Harbourmaster 
Martin Kane 
Sea Hunt 
Highway Patrol 
Boston Blackie 
District Attorney 
Favorite Story 
Yesterday's Newsreel 
Tombstone Territory 
Unexpected 





URUGUAY 





CBS FILM SALES 


Terrytoons >» 





SAN SALVADOR 











SCREEN GEMS 
Father Knows Best 
All Star Theatre 
Circus Boy 





| 





VENEZUELA 











ABC FILM SYNDICATION 
Passport to Danger 
CBS FILM SALES 
Amos 'n’ Andy 
——— Foreign Legien 
Gene Autry 


TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 


Count of Monte Cristo 
Fury 


Lassie 
The Lone Ranger 


Stage 7 
Mystery Is My Business 
SCREEN GEMS 
All Star Theatre 
Father Knows Best 
The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
Jungle Jim 
Jet Jackson 
Tales of the Texas Rangers 
77th Bengal Lancers 
Cireus Boy 
Suspense 
WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 
Mickey Mouse Club 
ZIV 
Cisco Kid 
District Attorney 
Highway Patrol 
Martin Kane 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Tombstone Territory 
Dr. Christian 
I Led Three Lives 
Unexpected 





| CONTINENTAL EUROPE 








AUSTRIA 











FREMANTLE 
Encyclopaedia Britannica 
SCREEN GEMS 
The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
Patti Page 
Big Playback 
WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 
Mickey Mouse Club 


TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 
Lassie 





FINLAND 











CBS FILM SALES 
Adventures of Champion 
Terrytoons 
Whirlybirds 
Whistler 





FRANCE 











(¢ Refers to series also sold for tele- 
casting in Algeria). 


CBS FILM SALES 
Brave Eagle 
FREMANTLE 
Hopalong Cassidy 
GROSS KRASNE 
O. Henry Playhouse 
GUILD 
Frankie Laine 
Liberace 
Florian Zabach 


METRO TV 
The Thin Man 
SCREEN GEMS 
*Circus Boy 
+The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
+All Star Theatre 
WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 
Mickey Mouse Club 
ZIV 
Cisco Kid 
Science Fiction Theatre 





GERMANY 











CBS FILM SALES 
Heckle & Jeckle 
FREMANTLE 
Encyclopaedia Britannica 
Armchair Adventure 
Jungle 
Movie Museums 
GUILD 
Kingdom of the Sea 
NBC INTERNATIONAL 
Cireus Varieties 
Medic 
TELE PROGRAMS OF AMERICA 
Lassie 
Susie 
Fury 
SCREEN GEMS 
Big Playback 
All Star Theater 
Father Knows Best 
Cireus Boy 
Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
The Web 
Sanders Mystery Theatre 
Yales of the Texas Rangers 
Patti Page 
WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 
Mickey Mouse Club 
ZIV 
Favorite Story 
Unexpected 
Science Fiction Theatre 
I Led Three Lives 





ITALY 











BELGIUM 











CBS FILM SALES 
Newsfilm 
FREMANTLE 
Movie Museum 
MARK VII PRODS. 
Dragnet 
NBC INTERNATIONAL 
Life of Riley 
Victory at Sea 
TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 
Lassie 
Ramar of the Jungle 
SCREEN GEMS 
The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
Father Knows Best 
All Star Theatre 
Tales of the Texas Rangers 
Patti Page 
Circus Boy 
WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland | 
ZIV 
Cisco Kid 
Science Fiction Theatre 





DENMARK 











CBS FILM SALES 
Newsfilm 


OFFICIAL FILMS 





Sir Lancelot 


| CBS FILM SALES 


Brave Eagle 

Champion, Adventures of 
Newsfilm 

Terrytoons 


FREMANTLE 


SCREEN GEMS 
Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
Circus Boy 
All Star Theater 
Patti Page 
Ranch Party 
ZIV 
Science Fiction Theatre 





NETHERLANDS 











CBS FILM SALES 
Newsfilm 
SCREEN GEMS 
All Star Theatre 
Patti Page 





MONACO 











FREMANTLE 
Television Programs of 
America 
Big Fights 
Count of Monte Criste 
SCREEN GEMS 
All Star Theater 
Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
Circus Boy 
ZIV 
Ciscoe Kid 
Science Fiction Theatre 





SAAR 











SCREEN GEMS 
Patti Page 
The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
All Star Theatre 
Father Knows Best 
Circus Boy 





SPAIN 














Canadian Film Board Series | 


Vienna Philharmonic 
Adventures In Sport 
Brave Eagle 
Encyclopaedia Britannica 
OFFICIAL FILMS 
Star Performance 
SCREEN GEMS 
77th Bengal Lancers 
Jungle Jim 
Casey Jones 
Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
All Star Theater 
Cireus Boy 
Jet Jackson 
WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 
ZIV 
Unexpected 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Highway Patrol 





LUXEMBOURG 











| 

CBS FILM SALES 
Newsfilm 

FREMANTLE 
Big Fights 
Hopalong Cassidy 


CBS FILM SALES 

Newsfilm 

Whistler, The 

You Are There 

I Love Lucy 

San Franciseo Beat 
ZIV 

Highway Patrol 





SWEDEN 











NBC INTERNATIONAL 
Frontier 


CBS FILM SALES 
Brave Eagle 
Adventures of Champion 
I Love Lucy 
Newsfilm 
Our Miss Brooks 
Whirlybirds 
TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 
Lassie 
SCREEN GEMS 
Patti Page 
Jungle Jim 
All Star Theatre 
Jet Jackson 
WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 





SWITZERLAND 











CBS FILM SALES 
Newsfilm 
NBC INTERNATIONAL 
Frontier 
TELEVISION 
AMERICA 
Lassie 
Fury 
SCREEN GEMS 
All Star Theatre 
The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
Circus Boy 
Father Knows Best 
Tales of the Texas Rangers 


PROGRAMS OF 


| WALT DISNEY 


Disneyland 

ZIV 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Unexpected 





MIDDLE & FAR EAST 











HONG KONG 
TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 
Lassie 
Stage 7 
Susie 
Ramar of the Jungle 
Mystery Is My Business 
Count of Monte Cristo 
Halls of Ivy 


The Adventures of Tugboat 
Annie 
| sc REEN GEMS 
Patti Page 
Circus Boy 
(Continued on page 44) 
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“Casting a magic spell 
over Palmer House Empire Room patrons are Nelson Eddy and Gale Sherwood. 


This feat isn’t exactly new for the pair, since they shattered attendance records In 
their first appearance there last year. 


“In a most delightful presentation, Eddy revives the great musicals with which 
he has been identified and produces a deep entertainment satisfaction that is a 
rarity in present night-life. 


“The pair will be headliners for the next six weeks. Hear ‘em once and you'll 
return again and again. Come what may, they're the top-notch supper club 


attraction of the new season.” 
— CHARLIE DAWN, Chicago American, 1-25-58 


M. CG. A. ARTISTS, LTD., 9370 Santa Monica | 





” 





“Not in many a hard day’s 


journey around the booking offices could 
there be found a more natural, magnetizing 
attraction for this room than Nelson Eddy 
. «+ This boy will never wear out his wel- 
come in this spot.” (Terrace Room, Statler- 
Hilton, Los Angeles). 

— HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


“Third time here in the Eddy Club (Kan- 
sas City) In two years for Nelson Eddy and 
Gale Sherwood, and they are making it a 
high spot of the fall season. Biz was ca- 
pacity opening night, despite rainy weather 
and the flu epidemic. Customers are 
treated to a number of songs in the regula- 
tion Eddy manner, some top-notch singing 
by Miss Sherwood, and considerable fooling 
around, all of it a delightful 40 minutes.” 


VARIETY 
“Still the romantic charmer of 20 years 
ago... wowing the nostalgia set . . . full 
of youthful bounce and good humor . . . His 


show Is light, breezy and good fun. His 
songs are mellow, resonant and warm. 
— TORONTO DAILY STAR 


“Nelson's showmanship is superb, his 
pipes are still great.” 
— CHICAGO DAILY TRIBUNE 


“Raves from Nelson Eddy fans as never 
before, advises George Amato. ‘He's great,’ 
Amato explains. ‘We're fortunate in hav- 
Ing such a headliner.’ ” 

— PORTLAND OREGON JOURNAL 


“A thrilling show ... a master showman 
with a never-failing voice.” 
— CHICAGO AMERICAN 


“Like rare old wine, Eddy seems to Im- 
prove with the years.” 
—LOS ANGELES MIRROR-NIWS$ 


“Your reporter has never seen so enthusl- 
astic an audience . . . It was, by general 
agreement, the greatest performance yet 
staged In that South Boston auditorium.” 


(Blinstrub’s Village). 
— BOSTON RECORD 


“Eddy hes a well-balanced act, with 
clever comedy, some broed humor, special 
numbers and, of course, some of his stand- 
ards. He's quite @ comedian, with nice 
timing .. , Good show. Ask anybody whe 


saw it.” . 
— HOUSTON PRESS. 
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iLSON EDDY 


—with GALE 


“Anyone wishing to witness 


just exactly what wonderful results can 
come from polish, experience and show- 
manship, which really are all the one and 
same thing, certainly should hie himself out 
to the Beverly Hills Country Club in the next 
two weeks. For there he will see it for him- 
self in Nelson Eddy, the tremendously popu- 
lar baritone of musical comedy and movie 
fame. Eddy’s voice has the same old magic 
as ever, but his stature as a showman is 
many times greater than when he was a top 
attraction in the movies.” 


— CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 


“Nelson Eddy has a lively night-club act 
which surprises those who remember him as 
the romantic baritone of movie operas. He 
clowns, does a soft-shoe, mimics his imita- 
tors on some of his most famous numbers, 
and exchanges chatter with the gorgeous 
blonde Gale Sherwood.” 


— ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 


THEODORE PAXSON 


(Below) 
IS the PIANIST and CONDUCTOR— 
A GREAT MUSICIAN— 
AND GETS HIS SHARE OF 
THE LAUGHS! 


ca Bivd., Beverly Hills, 


“My, how that girl can sing!” 
—CLEVELAND NEWS 


“One of the prettiest, most talented gals 
to come this way in a month of Sundays.” 
— ST. LOUIS GLOBE-DEMOCRAT 


“She's a daisy and sings like a lark.” 
— BOSTON RECORD 


“Shapely Gale Sherwood provides a spar- 
kling voice that blends with Mr. Eddy’s like 
champagne and caviar.” 

— CINCINNATI TIMES-STAR 


“Lucious blonde . . . an MM figure, a face 
to go with it and a voice that neatly out- 
does the rest.” — ARIZONA REPUBLIC 


“Shapely and talented.” 
— LOS ANGELES MIRROR NEWS 


“Brings glamour to the act.” 
— LOS ANGELES TIMES 











“A nobly configured blonde, who is able 
to produce some stimulating sound herself 
. endowed with a good sense of fun, 
which she translates to her eyes and torso 
with quiet eloquence.” ~HOUSTON POST 


“As easy on the orbs as on the ears.” 
— DAILY VARIETY 


“She has stunning good looks, and most 
importantly, she has a soprano voice which 
matches his in the duets.” 

— HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


“This act was a real slick diamond affair 
which had the whole town talking.” 
— MILWAUKEE SENTINEL 





e 


SHERWOOD 


RETURN RUNS 


TWO TO FOUR 
ENGAGEMENTS 


IN THESE CITIES: 


Chicago 

Los Angeles 
Cleveland 
Detroit 
Boston 
Springfield 
San Francisco 
Reno 

Las Vegas 
Lake Tahoe 
Phoenix 
Portland 
Salt Lake City 
Kansas City 
Montreal 
Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh 
Houston 
Philadelphia 
San Diego 
New York 


Cal.—_598 Madison Ave., New 


TELL THE STORY 


JUST COMPLETED 
3 WEEKS—L. A. 
STATLER-HILTON 


Next Stops: 


New Orleans 
Houston 
Honolulu 
Lake Tahoe 
Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh 
Boston 
Montreal 


NEW 
RCA-VICTOR 
RECORDS 
OUT SOON 


York 22 
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VARTETY -TELEPULSE CITY-BY-CITY PROGRAM CHART. 


VARIETY’s weekly chart is based on the 22 major markets regularly reported by Tele- 
pulse each month, in addition to 133 other Telepulse tabulated U.S. markets, covered 


over the course of a year. Cities will be rotated weekly. The Vaniety chart ts a compilation of data on syndicated films, as well as network and live programs, in each 


market, 


Under the top 10 multi-weekly heading, the (+) stands for local programm ing and the (*) for network shows. 















































HOUSTON-G ALVESTON Stations: KGUL, KPRC, KTRK. TV Homes: 339,300. Survey Dates: April 7-14, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS AV. AV. TOP COMPETITION AV. 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.|RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRB. RTG. SH. | PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
L Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30)...... ....KGUL, 40.8| 1. Highway Patrol (Tues. 9:30)........ KGUL ... -Ziv 34,5 57| Silent Service .........KPRC 146 
2. Perry Como (Sat, 7:00-8:00)........ KPRC 37.4| 2. Harbor Command (Sun. 9:30)....... KPRC .... Ziv 22.1 34 What's My Line .,.....KGUL 29.9 
3. Denny Thomas (Mon. 8:00-8:30)..... KGUL 37.2} 3. Gray Ghost (Thurs. 7:30).......... KPRC ....CBS 21.2 ol be. concn OO 23.9 
4. $64,000 Question (Tues. 9:00-9:30).. KGUL 35.4] 4. Studio 57 (Tues. 10:00) ........... KGUL ....MCA 20.7 45) | News, Weather pli KTRK 15.0 
5. December Bride (Mon. 6:30-0:00)... ‘eae oe 5. Soldiers of Fortune (Fri. 6:30)...... KGUL ....MCA 19.5 36/Truth or Consequences..KPRC 183 
6. Red Skelton (Tues. 8:30-9:00)... .. ‘a| 6 My Little Marste (M-F 6:00)....... KGUL ..,.Offieial 19.0 43) / World, Today-Sports ...KPRC 15.5 
7. Alfred Hitehcock (Sun. 8:30-9:00)... KGUL 30.8 5S. 2igy (Newsreei, Weather ...KPRC 15.6 
8. Godfrey's Talent Scouts (Mon. 7:30-6) KGUL = 30.5) 5 ae of Annapolis (Wed. 9:30).......KPRC .... Ziv 189  31/U.S. Steel Hour ....... KGUL 25.5 
9. Burns and Allen (Mon. 7:00-7:30) . KGUL 30.0 8. State Trooper (Tues. 8:30)......... KTRK ....MCA 18.2 26| Red Skelton ........+. KGUL 31.1 
10. What's My Lime (Sun. 9:30-10:00).._ KGUL 299) 9 pooner (sum. 5:30) ©... sees eens. KPRC .... Telestar 182 52/20th Century .......... KGUL 122 
oe ; y Y SHOWS ,| 9. Decoy (Thurs. 10:00)...........++. KGUL ....Official 18.0 ot eae ee eeee. KPRC 15.3 
RK PB ec ee a STA. are. 10. Sea Hunt (Mon. 9:30).. KTRK .... Ziv 17.4  29/Studio One ........ ...-KGUL 23.1 
oa ME 11. Mike Hammer (Thurs. 8:30)........ KTRK ....MCA 17.1 25; Playhouse 90 .......... KGUL 27.6 
1. ‘My Little Margie (M-F 6:00-6:30)...KGUL = 19.0/15 public Defender (Wed. 10:00)....... KPRC .... Interstate 15.8  36| ‘Morris Frank, News ...KTRK 12.0 
2. \‘Newsreel, Wea, (M-F 6:15-6:30)... KPRC 15.6 | Weather, Movietime ..KTRK 11.7 
3. ‘World, Teday-Sports O4-F 66:15) KPRC 155/13. 1 Led Three Lives (Sun. 2:30)....... KGUL ....Ziv 15.3 47|Saber of London ..... -KPRC 9.0 
4. ‘Late Show (M-Th 10:30-Signoff}).. KGUL 15.11/14. The Three Musketeers (Sat. 6:00)....KGUL ....ABC 15.0 39|Whirlybirds ......... -.-KPRC 147 
5. +News, Wea, Mise. (M-F 10-10:15).. KTRK 13.44/15. Susie (Sun. 4:30)... .........-..0. KPRC ....TPA 149  46| Conquest ...... ee 05 
6. “Mickey Mouse Club M-F 5:30-6) KTRK 128/16 Martin Kane (Mon, 10:00)..... whe a bie KPRC .... Ziv 14.7 33]/Late Show ....... Hise KGUL 1886 
7. *American Bandstand (M-F 45)... KTRK 12.41/16. Whirlybirds (Sat. 6:00)............-KPRC ....CBS 14.7 38/3 Musketeers ....... ~- .KGUL 15.0 
8. *Price Is Right (M-F 10:00-10:30).. KPRC 11.41/17. Silent Service (Tues. 9:30)...... ««.-KPRC ....NBC 14.6 24| Highway Patrol ....... -KGUL 34.5 
8. *Queen For A Day (M-F 3:00-3:45}. KPRC 114/18. Soldiers of Fortune (Sun. 3:00)..... KGUL ....MCA 12.5 37| Wide Wide World...... KPRC 149 
9. ‘Final Edit, Mise. (M-F 10:30-10:45) KPRC _10.9 
FORT WORTH Stations: KFJZ, KRLD, WBAP, WFAA. TV Homes: 155,300. Survey Dates: April 7-14, 1958. 
_- "OP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Death Valley Days (Sat. 9:30)....... KRLD..... U.S. Borax 333 51| Your Hit Parade ....... WBAP 143 
: 2. Celebrity Playhouse (Sun. 9:30)..... WBAP . Screen Gems 22.8 33| What’s My Line ........ WBAP 12.8 
1. Gunsmoke + 9:00-9:30) aetK <— 3. Soldier of Fortune (M-F 6:00)....... Nee. .;.. MCA 18.3  44|Teenage Downbeat ..... WBAP 12.8 
2. Perry Come - Nee “hehehe 4. Popeye (Mon.-Sun. 6:30)........... KFJZ..... AAP 17.8 31|Wagon Train .......... WBAP 303 
= Wrelt ee ae  WBAP 30.0] 4. State Trooper (Tues. 9:30) .........WBAP.....MCA 17.8  32|/Command Performance..KFJZ 15.3 
5. Ozzie & Harriet (Wed. 8:00-8:30).... WFAA 29.3; 5. Silent Service (Wed. 9:30)....... Th. |, eee NBC 17.3 28 Command Performance. .KFJZ 16.3 
6. Loretta Young (Sun. 9:00-9:30).....WBAP . 288) ¢ Roy Rogers (Sun, 3:30).......... ...KFJZ..... MCA 16.5 37| Wide Wide World ..:... WBAP ~ 17.5 
7. Ernie Ferd (Thurs. 6:30-0:00)....... cap =. 7. Amos ’n’ Andy (Sat. 3:00).........- KFIJZ . CBS BES BET oi on cv nnvccwces WBAP 138 
> De ee orgy Ss 000) 6-8). WBAP  263| 7. Highway Patrol (Fri. 9:30).......... WFAA... . Ziv 15.8 26! Person to Person ....... KRLD 173 
9. Cheyemme (Tues. 6:30-7:30) _...... 26.3] 8. Sky King (Sat. 11:30 a.m.)...... ...-KRLD.....Nabisco 14.8  56|Legionnaire .........., WFAA 6.3 
9. Broken Arrow (Tues. 8:00-8:30).....WFAA = 263! 9 Harbor Command (Sat. 10:00)....... KRLD.....Ziv ee mee va ee 
diaietaaia ea., ews ina eee a 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 10. Annie Oakley (Sat, 6:30). ......... WFAA.....CBS 143  27| Popeye wav esantl KFJZ 168 
) +Texas News (M-F 10:00-10:15).....WBAP 238/11. Judge Roy Bean (Sun. 12:30)..... i (eee Screencraft 13.8  60|Country Picnie ........KRLD 48 
2. +Wea, News Final (M-F 10:15-10:30) WBAP 22611; Mickey Rooney (Mon. 7:30)......... KFIJZ Screencraft 13.8 22) Wells Fargo ........... WBAP 263 
3. |Pooue G62 Se igi: Eee 190/11. Range Rider (Sat, 2:30)............. KFJZ.... CBS 138 34|Baseball ............. WBAP 138 
Hy ‘Soldiers of Feemanee (I-F $11),.KFJZ - 151|11. Space Ranger (Sat. 8:00 a.m.)....... KRLD. ... . Official 13.8 100|No Competition ........ — — 
6 “Amer, Bandstand (M-F 3-3:30, 4-5) WFAA 122/12. Abbott and Costello (Mon. 7:00).....KPJZ..... MCA 13.5  23| Restless Gun ...... -e..WBAP 218 
7. +Carteon Clubhouse (M-F 4:30-6)... KFJZ 1290/1, cea Hunt (Tues. 9:30)............... KRLD.... Ziv 128 23) State Trooper .......... WBAP 178 
S. *Price Is Right (CF 1010-30 aim) WIZ «17 |14. Medie (Sun, 6:00) ...........00000. WFAA.... CNP 123 23 | Lassie sti we 
a a Tae Dench (MF 11-11:30 a.m.) WBAP 109/15. Decoy (Wed, 8:30).............+.-. Se... Official 118  17|I've Got A Secret ...... KRLD 203 








JACKSONVILLE 


Stations: WFGA, WMBR. TV Homes: 


104,800. Survey Dates: April 1-28, 1958. 






































TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. State Trooper (Thurs. 8:00)..... ~»..WMBR ...MCA 36.0 55] Groucho Marx ..... ++» WFGA 29.5 
" 2. Badge 714 (Mon. 7:00)........ eoee»-WMBR ... NBC 31.8 58/ Velda Show ....... «+.» WFGA 22.8 
: WFGA om, SS, . BS Tie GRR, Ts ow ccs ccctune: WMBR ... ABC 31.5 56| Goodyear Theatre .....,WFGA 243 
2 note OS Siicsiaks .WMBR 44.3| 4. Death Valley Days (Wed. 7:00)...... WMBR ...U. S. Borax 31.3 59 Spe Be wm noedbeke ark bry =. 
ri ae at em — ; cae pe 5. Boots and Saddles (Fri. 7:00)........ WMBR ... NBC 30.8  54|Whirlybirds ....... eee. WFGA 26.3 
S Pathos Knows Best (Wed, 8:30-9)... WFGA 39.5| & Soldiers of Portune (Thurs. 7:00)....WMBR ... MCA 30.3 53|Harbor Command ..... WFGA 265 
6. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30)... WFGA 389| 7- Gray Ghost (Thurs. 7:30)..........- WFGA ... CBS 29.8  50|Sgt. Preston ..... .esee-WMBR 29.3 
7. Perry Come (Sat. 8:00-9:00)..... _... WFGA 36.9{ 8- Sea Hunt (Tues. 7:30)........ dnaded WMBR .... Ziv 29.3 48| Cheyenne ........ eeeee. WFGA 32.3 
8. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10) WMB 348 8. Studie S7 (Sat. BOBS)... ..ccccceccs WMBR . MCA 29.3 57} You Hit Parade «++. WFGA 22.5 
8. Wyatt Earp (Fri, 8:00-8:30)........ WMBR 348| 9 Harbor Command (Thurs. 7:00)..... WIGA ... Ziv 26.5 47) Soldiers of Fortune ....WMBR 303 
9. Ed Sullivan (Sun. 8:00-0:00)....... WMBR 344/10. Sheriff of Cochise (Wed. 7:30)....... WMBR ... NTA 263 42|Wagon Train ...... ++». WFGA 363 
. Sal =—— 10. Whirlybirds (Fri. 7:00)....... eeee-WFGA ....CBS 26.3 46) Boots and Saddles ......WMBR 30.8 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 11. Little Rascals (M-F 6:00)..........-WFGA . Interstate 25.5 55 | Ciseo Kid ........ oeeee. WMBR 24.0 
eee pO LT WMBR 294/12 Cisco Kid (Tues. 6:00).......... ..--WMBR ... Ziv 243 50 f Little Rascals ........WFGA 245 
2. 6:30 Report (M-F 6:30-6:45) _......WMBR 28.7 ea., ceceees-WEGA 235 
3. ‘Little Rascals (M-F 6:00-6:15)......WFGA 25.5|12. Decoy (Tues. 7:00)........-.caeees- WMBR . Official 24.3 41| Cheyenne ....... — as 35.3 
4. ‘+Wea., Sports (M-F 6:15-6:30)....... WFGA ~~ _.21.7| 13. Men of Annapolis (Sat. 7:00)........ WMBR .... Ziv 22.8 53| Grand Ole Opry .......WFGA 20.0 
6. News (6-7 Capea... Rr ae ee bt oy oo 14. Big Story (Tues. 10:30)....... eeees-WMBR ... Official 21.8 52 a «-. WPGA = 
. “NBC News - : STs 06.0 Vas. ¥ ; e, * WFGA ; 
gfe Oe sae aece ian |2& Silent Servico Cun. T:00)........... WFGA ... NBC -203 SOE bao -sscahcuse WMBR 318 
9. Watch the Birdie (M-F 5:45-6:00). WFGA  184{16. Grand Ole Opry (Sat. 7:00).........WFGA ... Flamingo 20.0 47| Men of Annapolis ...... WMBR 228 
10. “News, Wea. (M-F 11:00-11:15)..... WFGA 17.1417. Popeye (M-F S:@0)............se0- WFGA . AAD 18.8 57| Mickey Mouse Club ....WMBR 149 
NASHVILLE Stations: WLAC, WSIX, WSM. TV Homes: 96,800. Survey Dates: April 1-28, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS i Bepeyoe O-P QO .5s ios civevi vive WORE! 64.3 AAP 26.0 49| § Dateline Nashville, Wea.WSM 19.7 
ta UNBC News ........ -.- WSM 20.6 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) . eee 42.2| 2. Gray Ghost (Sat. 9:30)....... entice dus aes oes CBS 24.5 39| Your Hit Parade .......WSM 19.2 
e aes A —_ pnd ore ef teenie ees pF my 3. Harbor Command (Fri. 8:30)........WLAC.... Ziv 23.5 36|Thin Man ....,. cesccess-WSM 245 
3. Red Skelton (Tues. 8:30-9:00). } ; ; : : “WLAC 315 3. 26 Men (Wed. 9:30)............ a  £@err ABC 23.5 36| U.S. Steel Hour. ccecesoe WM 21.5 
4. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 7:30-8:00). WSM 30.9; 4. Sea Hunt (Tues. 9:30)...........,..WSIX..... Ziv . 22.9 45 | Goodyear Theatre ......WSM 19.5 
> eee —- ogy og ere wi a 4. Sheriff.of Cochise (Fri, 8:00)........WSM...... NTA 22.9 33 | Phil Silvers .:... coccces WL 27.3 
7 a ll Territory (Wed. 7.30-8) WSIX 29:9 5. State Trooper (Fri. 9:30)........... WSIX..... MCA 22.8 36/| Person to Person .......WLAC 22.2 
7. Playhouse 90 (Thurs. 8:30-10:00) _. WLAC 29.9 6. Official Detective (Thurs. 8:00)...... ere NTA 20.5 29| Pat Boone ...... evcccee WSIX 27.5 
8. Lucy-Desi Show (Mon. 7:30-8:30)... WLAC 29.7| 7. Boots and Saddles (Mon. 8:30)....... WSM....., NBC 19.5 29| December Bride .......WLAC 27.5 
Peer —___—-| 8. Star Performance (Fri, 8:30)........ Week...-. Official 18.2 28| Thin Man ....... cocces WOM 24.5 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 9. Mike Hammer (Sun, 9:30)........... eee MCA 17.5 31) What’s My Line .......WLAC 28.9 
: . 10. Captain David Grief (Thurs. 9:30)...WSIX..... Guild 16.5 26| Playhouse 90 .......... WLAC 29.0 
1. eee ee Aeneas’ bh 3° 11. Dick Powell (Fri. 9:00)............. WSIX..... Official 16.2  25|Limeup ...... soveccotes MEG, S69 
8. {Dateline Nashv'le, Wea. (M-F 6.6:15) WSM 193 Sky King (Sat. 5:36)... ...00. — oo Nabisco 15.5 50| TV Bop Hop........++.. WSIY 10.9 
. {Shell News (M-F 10-10:15) a! -WLAC t : = —— bem oa cry : Suaiee ous WSIX.....Sereen Gems 142 22 | Restless Gun_..........WSM 30.5 
» 7 oc op (M-F 5: 00). /S} 6.5 ; 3 Men of Annapolis (Sun. 1:30)....... ee Ziv 14.2 46| See It Now ......ee0...WLAC 14.2 
é- Mme ag oe. bay Fee aS 13, 1% Death Valley Days (Sat. 6:00)....... WLAC.....U.S. Borax 13.9 33] Flat-Scruggs ........... WSM 165 
8. +Sports, Wea, Mise. (M-F 10:15-10:30) WSM 12.9 | is. If You Had A Million (Sun. 5:30)....WLAC ..MCA 12.9 37; World This Week .,....WSM 11.9 
. “Price Is Right (M-F 10-16:30 a.m.). WSM 127,15. Last of dhe Mohicans (Mon, 6:30)....WSIX..... TPA 12.9  22)Price Is Right .........WSM 24.5 
10. Ch. 8 Nws, Wea (M,T,Th,F 10-1):15). WSIX 12.4/16. David Niven (Sun. 8:30)........... Wee: << Official 12.5 18! Alfred Hitchcock .......WEAC 29.4 


(Continued on page 42) 
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With your brains 
and my looks, we 
can go far! 






Two distinguished commercial film studios— 
FILMWAYS, INC., New York and Hollywood, and PLAYHOUSE P!STURES, Hollywood— 
join their talents to provide better service with complete facilities 


to produce the highest quality live action and animated films. 








PLAYHOUSE PICTURES, HOLLYWOOD animation specialists now represented 
exclusively in NEW YORK by FILMWAYS, INC. 


PLAYHOUSE PICTURES, FILMWAYS 
ANIMATION SPECIALISTS INCORPORATED 
1401 NORTH LA BREA AVENUE 18 EAST 50TH ST. 
HOLLYWOOD 28, CALIFORNIA NEW YORK, N. Y. 


TEL: HO.tywoopo 5-2193 TEL: PLaza 1-2500 
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VARIETY ‘TELEPULSE CITY-BY-CITY PROGRAM CHART. 


over the course of a year. Cities will be rotated weekly. The Variety cnart is a compilation of data on syndicated films, as well as network and live programs, in each 
Under the top 10 multi-weekly heading, the (t+) stands for local programming and the (*) for network shows. 


market. 


VaRIETY’s weekly chart is based on the 22 major markets regularly reported by Tele- 
pulse each month, in addition to 133 other Telepulse tabulated U.S. markets, covered 








(Continued from page 40) 
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KANSAS CITY Stations: KCMO, KMBC, WDAF. TV Homes: 293,700. ~ Survey Dates: April 7-14, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS AV. av. TOP COMPETITION AV. 
RK. PROGRAM—-DAY—TIME STA. RTG.|RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRIB. RTG. | PROGR AM STA. RTG., 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) .........KCMO 39.5; 1. Sheriff of Cochise (Fri. 10:00) ..... KCMO NTA 27.5 Oe 2 KMBC 13.3 
. Ww (Tues. 7:30-8:00) .......KMBC 39.5 | | Sports, Wea. ....... --KMBC 13.0 
. pene a anda WDAF 388| 2: State Trooper (Tues. 9:30) ........ WDAF.... MCA 26.2  43| Studio 57 -...KCMO 195 
> Py ae ee eee cote sees ‘3! 3. Cisco Kid (Tues. 6:00) ............ KMBC.... Ziv 24.2  55/ '3 Star News, Sports....KCMO 12.7 
3. What's My Line (Sun. 9:30-10:00)... KCMO 36.9 | | Wea.. 3- Personality. ee  KCMO 123 
4. Cheyenne (Tues. 6:30-7:30) .. .. KMBC 36.2} 4. } ie Me A re KCMO.. _. 94 rf 9:30 Theatre ........... WDAF 18.5 
— i ( . 8:30-9:00)... KCM 5. 5. Capt. David Grief (Wed. 9:30) ......WDAF.. rui ; 37 | Boxing ccce  KMBC 18.9 
: ee an tek Ges cae en 6. Highway Patrol (Wed. 7:30) ....... KMBC.... Ziv 21.2 31| Father Knows Best...... WDAF 26.2 
‘ ales s 4 ; ce . . 7. Sea Hunt (Thurs. 10:00) .......... KCMO.... Ziv 20.9 44) 5 10:00 News. ........ -»-KMBC 16.3 
7. Person to Person (Fri. 9:30-10:00).. KCMO 33.2 'Sports, Wea. ....ccece -KMBC 15.7 
8. Maverick (Sun. 6:30-7:30)......... KMBC 32.5; 8. Badge 714 (Wed. 10:00) .......... .KCMO.... NBC 19.5 ad $ saree ag oh irakedad --KMBC 17.0 
(Fri. 9-00-9-30) ) RE, WER. « cac00% --KMBC 16.3 
5 Laem OF. Cee ents - 22: Re ee! &. Geis OF (runt. OBR |. .<scoss..MMBMRO. NCA 195  32/State Trooper ....WDAF 262 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS AV.| 9. Annie Oakley (Fri. 6:00) .......... KMBC CBS 18.9 48/; '3 Star News, Sports... KCMO 10.7 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG. | Wea., 3-Personality.....KCMO 11.0 
ene 9. Martin Kane (Sat. 9:30) ..KCMO.... Ziv 18.9 30 | Tombstone ee --KMBC 26.5 
1. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6:00) KMBC 19.7|10. Frontier Doctor (Fri. 6:30) ...... .KCMO.... HTS 17.5 32/| Rin Tin Tin --KMBC 22.2 
2. +10:00 News (M-F 10:00-10:15) .. KMBC 15.1}10. Honeymooners (Mon. 9:30 ....KMBC.... CBS 17.5 28 | Suspicion ae .. WDAF 25.9 
8. iSports, Weather (M-F 10:15-10:30).. KMBC 14.5110. San Francisco Beat (Tues. 8:30).... KMBC.... CBS 17.5 25| Red Skelton ..KCMO 26.5 
4. +5 Star Thea., Mise. (M-Th. 10:45-11) KCMO 13.4] 11. Last of the Mohicans (Sat. 6:00) WDAF TPA 16.5 51} My en ..«-KMBC 8.5 
5. *Amer. Bandstand (M-F 3-3:30, 4-5). . KMBC 12.8/ 11. Sky King (Wed. 6:00) : KMBC Nabisco 16.5 43| | News, Sport ts H’dins. ...WDAF 12.3 
6. *Queen for a Day (M-F 3-3:45) . WDAF 12.3 os 'NBC News ....WDAF 12.7 
7. *Price Is Right (M-F 10-10:30 a.m.)..WDAF 11.8/ 12. Willy (Fri. 7:00) KMBC ... Official 15.9 26 | Trackdown .-KCMO 29.5 
8. 43 Star News, Sports (M-F 6-6:15) _KCMO 11.3/ 13. I Search for Adventure (Tues. 10) KCMO.... Bagnall 15.5 33| Jane Wyman ..WDAF 18.5 
9. +Wea., 3-Personality (M-F 6:15-6:30) KCMO 11.3} 13. Twenty Six Men (Thurs. 7:30) KMBC.... ABC 15.5 22 | Dragnet .....-WDAF 27.5 
9. *Art Linkletter (M-F 1:30-2:00) KCMO 11.0' 14. Texas Rasslin’ (Sat. 2:00) KMBC Tex. Rass. 15.0 52! Gold Award Theatre KCMO 8.3 
>? 
SAN DIEGO Stations: KFMB, KFSD, XETV. TV Homes: 270,200. Survey Dates: April 7-14, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Sheriff of Cochise (Sat. 9:30) ...... KFMB.... NTA 31.5 50| Lewrence We elk ee eet XETV 159 
ae eee : : es 2. Harbor Command (Sat. 10:00) ..... KFMB . Ziv 24.9 54| Mike Wallace.......... XETV 11.5 
4 ae eo ion ah i My 3. Sea Hunt (Thurs. 7:00) .......... KFMB.... Ziv 235  43|Big Movie ............ KFSD 189 
pid as . ‘| 4. Highway Patrol (Fri. 9:30) ........ XETV..... Ziv S- S7i Thin Man.........000. KFSD 22.2 
3. Phil Silvers (Fri. 8:00-8:30) ....... .KFMB 30.9 , , : 
aon G Will T I (Sat. 8:30- 9). ‘KFMB 30.2 5. 26 Men (Wed. 7:00) KFMB.... ABC 19.9 38 | tC. «cente cabbie XETV 21.5 
z proce pong ais bon KFSD _-30.9| & Last of the Mohicans (Tues. 6:30). XETV.....TPA 189  34|Big Movie ............ XETV 189 
Ag : noha a Kee ea ss ; a 5 Seer er KFSD..... Nabis 17. 40; 5S. D. Dateline........ CF! b 
6. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) . XETV 29.6 3. Sky King (Fri. 6:00 — 4 CBS B “) ua a = 
6. Perry Como (Sat. 8:00-9:00) ........ KFSD = 29.6! g. Honeymooners (Fri. 6:30) ......... KFSD.....CBS 17.4 34/| Leave It To Beaver......KFMB 25.5 
7. Burns and Allen (Mon. 7:00-7:30)...KFMB = 29.5) 9 Gray Ghost (Mon. 6:30) .......... KFSD.....CBS 17.2 32) Robin Hood KFMB- 253 
8. People Are Funny (Sat. 7:30-8:00)...KFSD = 29.2) 19. Popeye (M-F 5:30) -..ee.es...KPSD.....AAP 169  41|Mickey Mouse Club.....XETV 12.8 
9. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9) KFSD 28.9) 19. Science Fiction Theatre (Tues. 7:00) XETV..... Ziv 16.9  28/Big Movie ........... KFSD_.21.9 
11. Boots and Saddles (Mon. 6:00) .. KFSD .....NBC 15.9 oo! 5S. BD, Dateline. ....0c..- KFMB 19.0 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS Beg SS ee KFMB 18.7 
12. Silent Service (Sat. 7:00) ......... KFSD.....NBC 15.7 28| Perry Mason............ KFMB 28.5 
1. {This Day ’58 (M-F 7:30-8:00) ...... KFMB =  22.8'13, Annie Oakley (Sun. 5:30) ......... KFMB.... CBS 15.2 44) Sun. Mov. Spec.......... KFSD 11.5 
. pa llimeay B y ~~ PO Saree | «sag Oe WN ON. MOEN ........ 00: ose. RBTV.....Ziv 15.2 35 Movie Spetctr........... KFSD 15.7 
4. +Big Movie (T-Th 6:00-8:00) ...... KFSD 172| 14. State Trooper (Mon. 7:00) ........ KFSD.....MCA 13.2 24/ Burns and Allen......... KFMB 29.5 
5. ‘+Popeye (M-F 5:30-6:00) ........... KFSD 16.9' 15. If You Had a Million (Mon. 7:30)....KFSD.....MCA 12.5 Be) Eee eee “OOS. kc ckccwxees KFMB 28.2 
6. *Art Linkletter (M-F 11:30-12 noon) KFMB —_13.6| 15, Men of Annapolis (Mon. 7:30) SETY .... Sv 125 23| This Day "SB. .....ccvecn KFMB ~~ 28.2 
7. “Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6)...XETV 12.8 16. Decoy (Sun. 7:00) XETV Official 122 22 Lassie KFMB 317 
8. *Queen for a Day (M-F 1:00-1:45)... KFSD 12.3 ’ : : mae de: . “i te tress ee - : 
8. +5 Downs Express (M-F 3:30-4:00).. KFSD 11.7| 17. Kingdom of the Sea (Wed. 6:30) .... XETV.....Guild 11.9 i ee ee KFMB 25.9 
10. ‘Early Show (M-F 4:00-6:00) ...... KFMB 11.4117. Waterfront (Mon. 7:00) XETV MCA 11.9 22 Burns and Allen KFMB 29.5 
a 4 : 
I RESNO Stations: KFRE, KJEO, KMJ. TV Homes: 85,600. Survey Dates: April 7-14, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1, I Search for Adventure (Tues. 7:30) KJEO..... Bagnall 23.3 46 | If You Had a Million.....KMJ 17.3 
= 2. Sto..es of the Century (Tues. 6:30) KMJ Hollywood 213 46, Top Tunes-New Talent ..KJEO 17.3 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10-10:30) _..... KFRE 39.3; 2. Target (Sat. 9:00) . SPRE.....Ziv 21.3 33] Lawrence Welk KJEO 28.8 
2. Boxing (Wed. 7:00-8:00) ............ KJEO 38.1} 3. Highway Patrol (Fri. 6:30) ........ KMJ...... Ziv 19.3 50} Dick and the Duchess...KFRE 10.3 
3. Groucho Marx (Thurs. 8:00-8:30) ....KMJ 35.8] 3. Sheriff of Cochise (Tues. 9:30) _KJEO.....NTA 193 32] Bob Cummings ......... KMJ 25.3 
4. Boxing (Fri. 7:00-7:45) .... .. KMJ 35.3 4. Death Valley D (M 7-0 oF Is 7 oll ion neil Al aoe 
5. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30- 9). ""KMJ 30.8 b ea alley Days (Mon. 7:00) .....KJEO.....U. S. Borax 18.8 35) Burns and Allen ........ KFRE 20.3 
5. Twenty One ‘Mon. 9:00-9:30) ...... KMJ 30.8; 4. Frontier Doctor (Sat. 9:30) er eee ry 18.8 29) Lawrence Welk ......... KJEO 28.3 
. a mong 7 es ceaee te oy =. 4. State Trooper (Thurs. 7:30) .«ee-KFRE ..MCA 18.8 SOT Cems Te 5. 56 kescsnen KJEO 17.3 
‘ is Is Your e (We fer. . : > ) LIE IBC 7 3 reorge Gobe c 
8. Advent. of McGraw (Tues. 9-9:30).. KMJ 28 8 5. Boots and Sad@ies (Tues 8:00 KJEO eye 17 8 30) Geor ge C obel : KMJ 29.3 
8. Playhouse 90 (Thurs. 9:30-11:00) .... KFRE 28.8 6. Gray Ghost (Mon. 7:30) occ eeO.... CEs 17.3 30| Godfrey’s Talent Scouts.. KFRE 273 
imi 6. If You Had a Million (Tues. 7:30). KMJ...... MCA 17.3 34| 1 Search for Adventure.. KJEO 23.3 
6. Sea Hunt (Fri. 10:00 KMJ...... Ziv 17.3 39 Mike Hammer .. KFRE 15.3 
T & vJ.a 
— TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS me Ee CNG TA ova ov cs cvceees KMJ...... Official 16.3 33| Top Tunes & New Talent KJEO 188 
1. *Queen for a Day (M-F 1:00-1:45) KMJ 20.6, 7 Twenty Six Men (Thurs 7:00) rere KJEO _ ABC 16.3 35 Big Time oi Ps KMJ 17.3 
2. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6:00) KJEO 196| 8. Honeymooners (Tues. 9:45) ....... KFRE CBS 15.5 26; } Bob Cummings ....... KMJ 25.0 
3. *NBC News (M-F 6:15-6:30) KMJ 19.0) (Californians .......... KMJ 23.0 
4. *Shell News (M-F 6:00-6:15) . KMJ 18.5| 3. Mike Hammer (Fri. 10:00) ........ KFRE ....MCA 15.3 we) SOO TR... ccgccvcees KMJ 17.3 
5. *Medern Romances (M-F 1:45-2:00) KMJ 17.9\ 10. Harbor C (Tues. 10:15) ..... KFRE Zi 13.8 34! { Californiz 
6. ‘Big Time Movie (M, Th 6:30-8:00)..KMJ_ 16.3 ee 140¢—Your Rector... Ems aks 
8. Prise Is Richt OLF il-tidOom) KMJ~ cea! 10. Jungle Jim (Mon. 6:30) .......... KJEO.....Screen Gems 13.8 31| Big Time Movie......... KMJ 18.3 
9. Treasure Hunt (M-F 10:30-11 a.m.) KMJ 124/11. Silent Service (Thurs. 7:00) ........KJEO.....NBC 13.3 28| Big Time Movie........ KMJ 17.3 
10. *Tie Tae Dough (M-F 9-9:30 a.m.)...KMJ 12.2; 12. Sky King (Thurs. 6:00) KJEO Nabisco 12.3 33 ) Shell OMS. éacusons KMJ 18.0 
10. *Art Linkletter (M-F 11:30-12 noon) KFRE 12.2| | (NBC News KMJ 17.5 
SPOKANE Stations: KHQ, KREM, KXLY. TV Homes: 81,300. Survey Dates: April 14-21, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Highway Patrol (Wed. 9:30)........ KHQ . .Ziv 32.3 49 | Ozzie and Harriet........ KREM 21.8 
2. Harbor Command (Wed. 9:00) .. a Ziv 29.8 44 | Tombstone Territory..... KREM 23.5 
1. Perry Como (Sat. 8:00-9:00) ........ KHQ 40.8; 3. Sheriff of Cochise (Fri. 9:30) ...... KXLY.....NTA 29.3 ee re KHQ 19.3 
= a — gg + OR ag =a 4. Whirlybirds (Mon. 7:30) .......... Bae.. .... CBS 28.3 43|Lucy-Desi Show......... KXLY 30.3 
4. this Is ‘Your Life (Wed. 10-10:30). f "KHG 35.3 | 5. Death Valley Days (Sat. 7:00) .......KHQ...... U.S. Borax 26.3 40 | Starlife Stairway........ KXLY 30.3 
5. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) ' KXLY 33.8 | 6. Frontier Doctor (Tues. 7:00) ....... KREM.... HTS 25.5 39|26 Men +++ - KHQ 223 
6. Alfred eee we ~*~ , i 33.3; 7. Popeye (M-F 4:30) : .. KREM.... AAP 24.9 EE: 00. 0 saves pees KHQ 8.1 
6.. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 8:30-9:00) ...... REM 33.3) 8g. IS (Thurs. 7) ‘XLY , , ; 
1. Eddie Ford (Thurs. 9-30-10:00) "" "KHQ 313 earch for Adventure (Thur %). .. KXLY ; Bagnall 24.3 43| Honeymooners .......... KHQ 22.3 
8. Playhouse 90 (Thurs. 9:30-11:00)....KXLY  31.2| 9% Honeymooners (Thurs. 7:00) ...... KHQ .....CBS 22.3 39 I Search for Adventure...KXLY 243 
9. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30) ...... KHQ 30.8; 9. Men of Annapolis (Fri. 8 Uae © oo eee 22.3 31 | Shirley . ee KHQ 29.3 
9. Twenty One (Mon. 9:00-9:30) ....... KHQ 30.8; 9. Sea Hunt (Thurs. 9:00) ........ KHQ..... .Ziv 22.3 34| Shower of Stars.........KXLY 23.3 
—— 9. Studio 57 (Tues. 9:30) .......... KXLY.....MCA 22.3 38/ Baseball ........... re 19.3 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 9. 26 Men (Tues. 7:00) oe ... KHQ oa 22.3 34!| Frontier Doctor.........KREM 25.5 
10. Kingdom of the Sea (Thurs. 7 30). .@~KXLY.... Guild 21.3 32| Circus Boy....... coeceses MREM 25.5 
1. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6).. KREM 28.7| 11. Sky King (Mon. 6:00) KREM . Nzbisco 20.0 37| 5 News Prererery: °F: 4 17.5 
z. {Peveve (MF 0:20-6:00) oe) KREM 249 : (CBS News.. Werrirrrs = fA 18.0 
ee > News (M-F 6:45-7:00) ...... Q 21.3) 12. Rocky Jones, Space Ranger (T-Th. 6) KREM.... Offici ‘ § 
4. {Front Page (M-F 6:30-6:45) ||. HQ 203 . 254i ms. oe Wows? ett _ «(3 
G Queen fone Dan MEE 1-00: 1.05). eben! «196/13. State Treoper (Thurs. 7:30) ........KHQ......MCA 19.3 29/Circus Boy.............. KREM 25.5 
7. *CBS News (M-F 6:15-6:30) ....... KXLY 165 14. Michaels in Africa (Sat. 6:30).. Oe Guild 18.3 39| Championship Bowling...KREM 18.8 
.. {Hows ay 6:00-6: aS) nore KXLY 16.0| 14. Playhouse (Sat. 7:30) .. KXLY.... ABC 18.3 28| People Are Funny. ...... KHQ 35.8 
: ern Romances ( 5- ). .KHQ 15.4| 15. Championship Bowling (Sat. 6: 00). .. KREM.... W. Schwimmer 17.4 36| § Cartoon Clown........ KXLY 24.8 
10. *Price Is Right (M-F 11-11:30 a.m.).. KHQ 14.5 4 i (Michaels In Africa.... KXLY 18.3 
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Why Do Major Advertisers Change 
Agencies? It's That ‘Fresh Approach 


Sought Especially for Hard Goods 


By JACK BERNSTEIN 


The basic reason for account 
switches, say the agencymen, is the 
current economic condition. When 
national advertisers see their sales 
decline, this being particularly 
true of the manufacturer of hard 
goods, then, say the admen, you 
can count on a change in agencies. 

It is not so much that the ad- 
vertiser is dissatisfied with the 





services or the agency's operation, | 


but 
tisers feel they will get a fresh ap- 
proach when a new agency takes 
over the account. The general feel- 
ing is a new account will give an 
agency a new look and generate 
interest. 

The switch of the $24,000,000 
Buick account from the Kudner 
shop, it was stated, was not that 
the General Motors executives 
were dissatisfied with the service 
they were getting, but rather they 
wanted a fresh approach. which 
was dictated by the slumping car 
sales. Buick at the time of the 
change had slipped from third to 
fourth place in automobile sales. 

The ageneymen say that with the 
recession, the first agencies to feel 
the switches are those which han- 
die hard goods, such as autos, 
equipment, refrigerators, etc. Here, 
where sales are off, the client will 
be grasping at straws, and it is here 
that most of the changes have 
taken place, and will continue to 
take place. The agencies will be 
made the scapegoat and there is 
nothing much that can be done 
about it. 


‘Mutual Differences’ 


A secondary reason for an agen- 
cy client divorce is usually termed 
as “mutual differences.” This was 
the terminology used most recently 
when Max Factor decided to yank 
$4,000.000 account from Doyle 
Dane Bernbach and place it else- 
where. 

Differences can mean anything 
from gripes over the rate of com- 
mission or compensation paid to 
the agency, or simply a lack of 
communication and resulting dif- 
ferences between the client and 
the agency. It has often meant 
that either the client or the agency 
is dissatisfied with the other's 
initiative and output. 

Switches: Edward T. Sullivan 
named radio-tv director of the 
James Thomas Chirurg Co. He had 
been with the Al Paul Lefton Co. 

Eugene I. Harrington has re- 
signed as president of Fletcher D. 
Richards and has purchased an in- 
terest in Honing-Cooper & Miner, 
West Coast agency. He is slated 
to become chairman of H-C&M. 

Guild, Bascom & Banfigli has 
been named to handle the $1,500,- 
000 Rival Dog Food account, effec- 
tive Sept. 1. McCann-Erickson 
formerly handled the billings. 

Norton T. Gretzler, radio-tv ac- 
count executive at Ketchum, Mac- 
Leod & Grove, transferred to the 
agency's New York office. 

Tom McDermott, veepee_ in 
charge of radio-tvy at Benton & 
Bowles, named a member of board 
of directors. 

Edward Moore, business man- 
ager of Kudner’s radio-tv depart- 
ment, to Cunningham & Walsh. 

Arthur Lipton, previously with 
radio station WQXR, to William 
Warren, Jackson & Delaney as 
radio-tv copy chief, 

Karl Gruener, former NBC pro- 
ducer, heading up the Hollywood 
office for Guild Bascom & Bonfigli. 

Murray Bollen has earned vee- 
pee stripes at Benton & Bowles. 
Bollen has been with the agency 
for 10 years in the radio-tv depart- 
ment in the N. Y. and Hollywood 
office. 

Larry Johnson, formerly associ- 
ated with United World Films, 
joins Lloyd Pearson Assoc. as cre- 
ative director. 

Richard E. Gobel, who previously 
headed his own agency in San 
Francisco and Phoenix, joins Comp- 
ton as administrative assistant. 

Edward A, Gray, Dan Rogers, 
and Allen M. Whitlock have been 
elected diretcors of Ted Bates. 

Lost & Found: WPIX, New York, 
Channel 1i, has appointed Victor 
. Bennett to handle the station’s ad- 
vertising. Station has launched a 
new “semi-subliminal” newspaper 


rather most national adver- | 


} 





campaign featuring ads_ without | 


copy, call letters or trademark. 
The $1,000,000 Lanvin-Parfums 
account has been awarded to two 


agencies. Dowd, Redfield & John- | 
stone named to handle the radio-ty 


portion and Wesley Assoc. the 
print. 
ly had the account. 

Lane Theater Workshop to Larry 


Gore Assoc. for public relations. 


Shorts: Charles F. Adams, v.p. of | 


MacManus, John & Adams, in a 
speech before the Advertising Club 


of Toledo, on Thursday, (29), ap- | 


pealed to Madison Ave. executives 


to utilize more creativity and less | 


computing machines in order to 
maintain the high standards of top 
flight advertising copy that the ad- 
vertising trade has known in the 
past. 

“If the agency system of adver- 
tising ever comes tumbling down 


around our ears these five words, | 
take a chance,’ | 


‘They wouldn't 
might well be its epitaph. For our 
greatest danger lies not in the Frey 
report and its implications but in 
the fact that some elements of 
management have forgotten that 
our only reason for existence is the 
production of creative advertising 
.. , that we are creative agencies, 
not research agencies or marketing 
or media agencies.” 

“Ad World,” WOR-TV, Sundays, 


9:30 p.m. taking a summer hiatus. | 


Plans are currently being made to 
place the show in all major mar- 
kets. 

Filmsmiths-TV, new division of 
On Film Inc., has been formed to 
concentrate exclusively on the pro- 
duction of tv commercials. 

Edward Hanft, formerly creative 
director of David J. Mendelsohn 
Advertising, has resigned to form 
his own agency in New York. 


London Agencies 


London, June 3. 

The advertising magazine has es- 
tablished itself as one of the most 
popular methods of plugging a 
product over British commercial 
tv. The popularity of this form of 
advertising has been growing rap- 
idly during the past couple of 
years, and has now reached the 
point where regular demonstrators 
receive large quantities of fan mail 
each week. 

In the London indie tv zone 
alone there “are, on average, five 
admags each week which take up 
around 90 minutes of viewing time. 
Possibly the most popular of these 
is one built around actor Jimmy 
Hanley and his wife, entitled 
“Jim’s Inn.” Setting is a small 
English village pub, where the pro- 
prietor plus friends and patrons 
weekly discuss new products. This 
magazine, which has been running 
weekly since March of last year, 
has a storyline running through it, 
and claims audiences on par with 
big entertainment programs. 

Latest indication of the selling 
power of admags is the complete 
takeover of a 20-minute Friday 
night magazine program by the 
furnishing chain store, Harrison 
and Gibson. They will sublet air 
time to manufacturers whose prod- 
ucts are sold in its stores. This 
program, too, will have a storyline 
and will feature Paul Carpenter. 
Agent is W. S. Crawford, who 
states that the idea originated in 
America, but is, at the moment, in 
for an experimental run. 

This setup is new to British tv 
as admags are the property of the 
originating vrogrammers. In this 
instance the program, entitled 
“Storegazing.” will be packaged en- 
tirely by the Crawford agency. 
However, although these shows be- 
long to the networks, most of the 
groundwork is done by subcontrac- 
tors. such as TV Advertising, an 
outfit which sells air time and pro- 
duces the finished program. De- 
mand for time in these shows by 
far exceeds that available. 








Louisville—Bill Minshall, WHAS 


news editor, has resigned to Py, | help the underprivileged living) TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 


come new director of WIS-TV, 
Columbia, S. C. He joins former 
WHAS-TV producer Dixon Lov- 
vern, now program director of the 
Columbia station. 


North Advertising previous- 


TV’s ‘Death Toll’ 


Hollywood, June 3. 
The National Assn. for Bet- 
| ter Radio and Television re- 
ported 223 killings of human 
beings on programs carried by 
| the seven Los Angeles tele- 
vision stations week of May 
3-9, and has submitted its find- 
ings to the broadcasters, the 
FCC, J. Edgar Hoover at FBI 
headquarters, and 325 of the 
most influential sponsors, with 
notification that crime via tv 
has reached an alltime peak. 

Figures revealed, according 
to NAFBRAT, that KRCA tele- 
vised 500° more killings in 
this year’s survey week than it 
did during the survey week of 
1952. 

Tabulation of crimes for the 
week included 161 murders, 60 
“justifiable” killings, two sui- 
cides, 192 attempted murders, 
83 robberies, 15 kidnappings, 
24 conspiracies to commit mur- 


| der, 21 jailbreaks, seven at- 
| tempted lynchings, six dyna- 
mitings, 11 extortions, two 
eases of arson, and two in- 


stanceves of physical torture. 











‘Birmingham Station 
Beats Editorial Rap 
On Subscription TV 


Washington, June 3. 
WABT-TV, Birmingham, editori- 
alized unfairly on subscription tele- 
vision but otherwise conducted it- 


said in a letter to the station last 
| week. 


| Station aired a 15-minute pro- 
gram against pay-tv and called for 
jletters from viewers to be for- 
| warded to House and Senate Com- 
;merce Committees, the FCC said. 
| Thereafter, the Commission con- 
|tinued, a 25-minute program of- 
| fered two station employees oppos- 
|ing the pay system, while one em- 
|ployee defended it. This was far 
from seeking out and presenting 
| the opposing views called for by 
| FCC rules, the Commissioners said. 
| After calling the station's atten- 
tion to the rules concerning edi- 
torializing on matters which could 
| mean profit or loss to a station, as 
| well as to rules about fair presen- 
j tation of both sides of a controver- 
sy, the Commission said that dur- 
ing the last license period the sta- 
tion has not “been otherwise re- 
miss” and has not otherwise “devi- 
|ated from the standards.” There- 
|fore, it was concluded, the cited 
joffense should not result in FCC 
}refusal to renew the WABT-TV 
license. 





‘Finalize WDAF Switch 
| To National Theatres 


| Kansas City, June 3. 

| Operation of WDAF and WDAF- 
|TV is going forward under Na- 
|tional Theatres much as it did for 
|years under the Kansas City Star. 
|The switch of ownership was com- 
|pleted last Wednesday (28) in a 
|ceremony in which Elmer C. Rho- 
jden, president of National Thea- 
|tres, and Roy Roberts, president of 
the Star, took part. 

| Active operation of the station is 
‘continuing under William A. Bates, 
who was at the helm under the 
Star, as commercial manager. H. 
Dean Fitzer, head of the Star's 
broadcasting activities for 33 years, 
is retiring. 

Star was ordered to sell the 
broadcasting outlets by Federal 
Judge Richard Duncan, and the 
FCC approved the purchase price 
of $7,600,000 April 24. The Star 
divested itself of the property in 
settlement of a civil suit which had 
charged the newspaper with mo- 
nopoly of news and advertising 
practices. 


German TV Lottery 


Frankfurt, June 3. 

With lottery legal in Germany, 
the first lottery played on German 
| television drew 1,322,494.70 Ger- 
man marks (over $300,000) on a 
show called “Kleine Leute, Grosse 
Reise” (Little People, Great Jour- 
| ney). 
Money is to go to an organiation 





in Berlin, and the prizes ranged 
from a one-family house to be built 
in the Isar Valley to 40 journeys 
throughout Europe. 





| 
IRAQ 


\self properly and therefore its li- | 
cense is being renewed, the FCC} 


4 


U.S. Telefilms 








Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
Jungle Jim 
77th Bengal Lancers 
Tale of the Texas Rangers 
All Star Theatre 
ZIV 
Boston Blackie 
Cisco Kid 
District Attorney 
Corliss Archer 
Favorite Story 
Highway Patrol 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Unexpected 


Continued from page 37 





IRAN 











| 
| ABC FILM SYNDICATION 
Kaleidoscope 
Sheena, Queen of the Jungle 
CBS FILM SALES 
Terrytoons 
Whirlybirds 
The Whistler 
|; GUILD 
Florian Zabach 
OFFICIAL FILMS 
Robin Hood 


TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 


| AMERICA 


Lone Ranger 
Count of Monte Cristo 

















NBC INTERNATIONAL 
Circus Varieties 
Medic 
TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 





Around Globe 








NEW ZEALAND 











GROSS-KRASNE 
O. Henry Playhouse 
MARK VII PRODS. 
Dragnet 





PHILIPPINES 











CBS FILM SALES 
Gene Autry 
Brave Eagle 
Jeffry Jones, Files of 
I Love Lucy 
Life With Father 
Annie Oakley 
San Francisco Beat 
Terrytoons 
Whirlybirds 
Whistler, The 
TELEVISION 
AMERICA 
Lassie 
Stage 7 
Susie 
Mystery Is My Business 
SCREEN GEMS 
Patti Page 
All Star Theatre 
Circus Boy 


ZIV 
District Attorney 
Favorite Story 
Tombstone Territory 
Harbor Command 
Harbourmaster 
Highway Patrol 
I Led Three Lives 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Sea Hunt 


PROGRAMS OF 


The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 























ABC FILM SYNDICATION 
Playhouse 


CBS FILM SALES 
Buffalo Bill, Jr. 
Champion, Adventures of 
I Love Lucy 
Annie Oakley 
Heckle & Jeckle 
Mighty Mouse 
Newsfilm 
Terrytoons 
Whirlybirds 
Whistler, The 


FLAMINGO FILMS 
Superman 


FREMANTLE 
Hopalong Cassidy 
Jungle 
Encyclopaedia Britannica 


GUILD 
Kingdom of the Sea 


NBC INTERNATIONAL 
Dangerous Assignment 
Frontier 
Hopalong Cassidy 


MARK VII PRODS. 
Dragnet 


MCA TV 
Dragnet 
Alfred Hitchcock Presents 


OFFICIAL FILMS 
Buccaneers 
Robin Hood 


TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 
Lassie 
Susie 
Ramar of the Jungle 
The Lone Ranger 


SCREEN GEMS 
Jet Jackson 
All Star Theatre 
Circus Boy 
Jungle Jim 
The Adventures of Rin Tin 
Tin 
Patti Page 
Casey Jones 
Father Knows Best 
ZIV 
Corliss Archer 
District Attorney 
Harbor Command 
Martin Kane 
Sea Hunt 
Highway Patrol 
Science Fiction Theatre 
Dr. Christian 
Unexpected 





KOREA 











America 
Ramar of the Jungle 
Fury 





Count of Monte Cristo 


Lassie i? 
Tuer SAUDI ARABIA 
. ABC FILM SYNDICATION 
JAPAN Dougias Fairbanks 


Kaleidoscope 
CBS FILM SALES 
Buffalo Bill, Jr. 
Gun Law 
Navy Log 
Range Rider 
The Search 
Terrytoons 
Whirlybirds 
Whistler, The 
FREMANTLE 
Encyclopaedia Britannica 
Jungle 
GUILD 
Kingdom of the Sea 
Captain David Grief 
NBC INTERNATIONAL 
Circus Varieties 
His Honor, Homer Bell 
Hopalong Cassidy 
Watch the World 
SCREEN GEMS 
Jungle Jim 
Jet Jackson 
All Star Theatre 
WALT DISNEY 
Disneyland 





SYRIA 











OFFICIAL FILMS 
Robin Hood 





THAILAND 











FREMANTLE 
Jungle 
Encyclopaedia Britannica 
TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICA 
Lassie 
Ramar of the Jungle 
Fury 
Count of Monte Cristo 
The Lone Ranger 
SCREEN GEMS 
The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 
All Star Theatre 
Patti Page 


Paar, ‘Today’ Sales 


NBC-TV’s “Today” drew four 
new advertisers the past week with 
about $450,000 in gross billing. 
“The Jack Paar Show” also pulled 
in a flock of new biz amounting to 
$200,000, which means that the late 
evening attraction is now 75% 
soldout for the rest of 1958. All 
told, some $650,000 in biz was ob- 
tained during the past two weeks. 
The new sponsors on “Today” 
include Grove Labs, Howard John- 
son Co., Time, Inc., and the Amer- 
ican Can Co. 

Advertisers placing new orders 
on the Paar show include Amity 
Leather Products Co., Lifesavers 








and the American Optical Co. 
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PARAMOUNT 
TELEVISION FILMS 


ANNOUNCES 
AN EXCITING NEW 
TV SERIES 


CONQUEST OF SPAGE 


‘ oe. Goreng 











Special Audition Presentation To The Trade, 
Week of June 9th in New York City 


-JIM SCHULKE 
Vice-President and General Manager 
Paramount Sunset Corporation 
BRyant 9-8700 
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West German TV in 


Not Too Receptive to U.S. Vidpix 


here. They are brought either be-| 


By HANS HOEHN 


Berlin, June 3. 

As nearly everywhere, West 
Germany's television is constantly 
growing. Number of registered tv) 
set owners has long passed the, 
1,500,000 mark. This nieans| 
doubling within a year. A nearly | 
sensational upbeat. 

The domestic tv programming is 
still a target of criticism. But this 
has actually not too much to say. 
There will be always criticism. 
Truth is that also this country’s 
tele programs have greatly im- 
proved during the last months and 
this trend continues. It would be 
unfair to ignore these improve- 
ments. Programs in the Federal 
Republic have long reached the 
“there’s something for everyone” 





status. A number of _firstrate 
plays, such as “Visit From the | 
Zone” or “The Hour of Truth” | 


(with Elisabeth Berener), could | 
satisfy the most fastidious viewers. | 
Of excellent quality are the live 
sports telecast. They are currently | 
W-German tele’s forte. Reception | 
couldn't be better. Even if a per- | 
son is not just keen on seeing such 
programs on his tv set. he must} 
admit that. Also the utilization of | 
old feature films is welcomed | 
here. Even if they are partly not) 
representing best quality, they are| 
always attractive with regard to} 
nostalgia. And sentimental rea-| 
sons count too. Other programs, 
such as reports from the Brussels 
World Fair or the regular daily 
news telecasts are strong items as 
well. Same applies to a number of 
political and educational and cul- 
tural programs. { 

Not Many Com'ls 


. 





Major Strides; 


fore or after the show. 
Luedecke revealed that Ameri- 
man vidpix aren't very easy to get 


time is one handicap, another is 
based on the fact that the domestic 
tv people are showing a dislike for 
accepting foreign products. Their 
dislike is of human nature: They 
want, of course, their own product 
in the first place. This means more 
profit and employment of local 
talent. Import of foreign tv items 
reduces their own job possibilities. 

Talk has been here that a pri- 
vately owned ty station will be 
erected. But nothing has come out 
of it as yet. As with radio, tv is 
State-owned here and the W- 
German Govt. is interested in let- 
ting it stav that way. It wants to 
maintain its influence. Political 
arguments, incidentally, play an 
essential part in this country’s 
e1tertainment life. The Christian 
Social Democrats) who are cur- 
rently the rulers here, favor and 
support the free economy system. 
So there is a (vague) chance that 
eventually a privately owned tv 


| station will get the authorities’ 


greenlight. Most observers doubt 
it, but the last word hasn't been 
spoken yet. If the Social Demo- 
crats (SPD) should take over the 
power, that means the end of such 
hopes. This party strongly opposes 
to the free economy which the 
Christian Democrats have intro- 
duced here, — 


Tele Followup 














Commercials still play a minor | falls in love with Carey’s wife and) 


role in W-Germany's video setup / only finds something to love for) 


Barry Nelson and Everett Sloane 
could make “Giant” come alive. 
Nelson, portraying a slick, ag- 
gressive young music publisher, 
never could get much more out of 
the part than a skin-deep charac- 
terization, in spite of some over- 
simplified references to motivation. 
| And Sloane, as his Machiavellian 
junele and right hand, likewise 
/turned in a superficial portrayal. 
| Seript failed on two counts. If 
\it was an attempt at an expose of 


|into W-German video, Lack of tv, the music business, it was strictly 


a pale and mild one (limiting the 
| payola to an a&r, for example, to 
|an introduction to a blonde). If it 
was another try at explaining what 
makes Barry run, it was also off- 
base with merely a fistful of ex- 
cuses instead of reasons. Martha 
Hyer, as Nelson’s wife, Bob 
Sweeney as a sympathetic song- 
writer and Barbara Nichols as a 
sultry singer, all turned in compe- 
tent performances. But a rather 


tame time was had by all. 
Chan. 








Leonard 


Continued from page 24 








around by sponsors and ad agen- 
cies, both shows would have re- 
mained on their original nets with 
their original—but logical—spon- 
sors. 

Producer offered “Rin Tin Tin” 
as his exhibit A. This was avowed- 
ly produced for moppets, he said. 
It started airing over ABC-TV at 





j 





$20,000,000 Specs 


Centinued from page 3 eee 





met 
producing: “Male and Female,” 
produced by Stagg; “30 Years 
From Now,” a third spec by Stagg. 

On the NBC firing iine are Dean 
Martin at $205,000; Jerry Lewis at 
the same price per hour show; 


Scot TV's Heart 
In the Highlands 


Edinburgh, June 3. 
Scottish Television Ltd., indie 
| group here, is anxious to extend 
| its services into the Scottish High- 





Election Night, $85,000 for four! lands despite snags of getting gsig- 


hours; Emmy Awards, $90,000; 
“Kiss Me Kate”; Oscar Awards, 
(not available until July as picture 
industry has option). 

ABC is offering four Walt Dis- 
ney science specs; Sunday night 
specs every fourth week; Ginger 
Rogers, one hour spec (series of 10 
programs submitted to tire com- 
pany). “Holiday,” live hour series 
of holiday stories. Mills-Park-Mil- 
ford is asking $250,000 for “Broad- 
way,” a documented musical on 
show biz. 

Genera! Artists Corp. also has a 
Ginger Rogers spec up for sale 
with three others: “Mother Goose,” 


being developed by Goodman Ace; | 
Mario Lanza, to be shot in Eng-| 


land; “Puss in Boots,” 90-minute 


film produced by Hal Stanley at! 


cost of $300,000. (Quaker Oats said 
to have bought half). GAC is mak- 
ing no pitch for a Sonja Henie 
spec. From Ashley - Steiner 
“Groucho Marx — A History of 
Comedy” at $200,000, and “June 
Moon” starring Denald O'Connor. 

CBS is marketing Bing Crosby 


7:30 p.m., on Fridays Oct. 15, 1954. | in one spec; Jackie Gleason series 
Its sponsor was, and is, National | of six hour shows at $287,000 per 
Biscuit Co., which uses show to sell| program; “Wonderful Town” star- 


products consumed in large quan-/ ring Rosalind Russell at $500,000; 


tities by children. NBC last year 
|renewed program for two addi- 
tional years. 

| Producer noted there are many 
|reasons why the producer should 


|do everything possible to secure | 
=———— Continued from page 32 Same the proper ingredients, time-wise 


|and sponsor-wise. First of all, he 
stated, when a show is dropped it 
is immeasurably more difficult to 


but also their role is getting more | 
substantial. Currently, they are on | 
here between 7 and 8 p.m, State-| 
side programs, such as the “San 
Francisco Beat” and “Father 
Knows Best” series, have already | 
become popular items here. 
Wenzel Luedecke, head of the 
local Interwest and one of those 
German _ pie producers who 
(wisely enough) have long joined 
forces with tv, has with “San 
Francisco Beat” a nice bargain in 
his hands. Via his Inter-Insel, he 
has already sold -9 of these 26- 
minute offerings (CBS) to Hessi- 
scher Rundfunk (Frankfurt). As to 
Luedecke, they have received good 
ratings. Since they have also a 
good deal of suspense to offer, 
these “Frisco” items prove also 
very popular with the younger 
generation. Commercials, incident- 
ally, never interrupt the action 
























AGAIN / 
FABULOUS 


FIRST RATINGS! 


your vost ADOLPHE MENJOU 
ZIV TELEVISION PROGRAMS INC. 


when his father is killed standing 
up to Carey, latter is murdered and 
Robertson also gets the wife. 

All of which gives the impression 
this guy had been asking for too 
much all along, leading one to 


motivation is justified. Robertson 
turns in an okay job as the unhap- 
py hero; he manages to look grim 
enough throughout. Carey’s char- 
acterization of the promoter is 
stock-slick and persuasive through- 
out and scared at the end. Miss 
Farr, as his wife, is attractive 
enough but somehow kept dropping 
an exaggerated southern accent. 
And Thomas Mitchell is a properly 
recalcitrant father. 

David Rich’s direction keeps the 
action ingredients flowing along 
smoothly enough, but the romantic 
and moralizing scenes tended to be 
on the obvious side. Bill Froug, as 
producer for Screen Gems, man- 
aged to get all the ingredients into 
place except a believable —_— 

n, 





Climax 

Arnold Shaw is a knowledgeable 
man-about-the-music biz, having 
been with a number of publishing 
firms as an exec. Couple of years 
ago, he turned out a novel about 
the Brill Bldg. and environs, and 
from this, Irving Wallace fashioned 
“Push-Button Giant,” last Thurs- 

~ night’s “Climax” entry. 
nfortunately, Shaw’s literary 
talents never quite matched his 


|resell. In most instances, a pro- 
| ducer fails to make his production 
| cost on his first run, and a cancel- 
| lation makes syndication after one 
| year or less harder to procure. Sec- 
| only, if a series has run up a poor 


| question whether the entire plot] -ating and sales record, it's the 


| series which is blamed and chances 
for a renewal for a second year 
are obviously slimmer. 

Leonard recently ‘knocked off 
| one of his quickest sales for “The 
Naked City,” sold through Screen 
Gems to Quaker Oats, and Brown 
and Williamson for Viceroy cigs. 


| Par Pix 


=== Continued from page 23 Geese 


‘fing My Way,” to Bob Hope pic- 
tures and the Hope-Bing Crosby 
|“Road” pictures. Term of license 
jand number of runs vary, but 
average out to about 10 runs per 
| pic over a six or seven-year period. 
However, as happened in N.Y., it's 
probable that a flat number of 
runs and term of contract would 
be worked out in the event a sta- 
tion bought the complete library. 
| §tation sources indicated they're 
studying the price list, but haven't 
| moved yet because of the size of 
|the expenditure involved. There's 
also some concern as to the high- 














professional abilities in the pops mess of the price, in light of the 
field, and neither Wallace's adapta-| fact that the 700-film Metro library 


tion, Paul Nickell’s direction nor| went to KTTV a couple of years 


the considerable acting talents of ago for only $4,000,000 


WBRC-TV 


Beats: Wyatt Ea 


Dinah Shore, 


SCORES BULL’S-EYES 
IN FIRST SHOWING! 


BIRMINGHAM 


Thurs. 9:00 P.M. 


34.8 


Burns & Allen, Wells Fargo, Groucho 
Marx, Steve Allen, 
Playhouse 90, Chey- 
enne and many others. 






rp, Perry Mason, 


Loretta Young, 


Pulse Apr. '58 





“The Wizard of Oz” in three half- 
hour segments of the Metre oldie 
at cost per seg ranging from 
$47,000 to $66,000. 

Prank Reif has submitted “Har- 
vey” as a 90-minute spec. Mercury 
Artists is offering “D.-J.,” 90-min- 
ute spec with top deejays and the 
artists they discovered. 


Metro’s “Bud” Barry is figuring} 


on six live specs for next season, 
with Robert Saudek producing off 
the Metro lot. Studie properties 
would be made available for adap- 
tation. 


Wide World’ 


stampedes, chases, holdups, fires 
and Indian massacres. Bill Boyd, 
for example, dug into his own pri- 
vate collection and is shipping 
““‘Wide Wide World” much rare 
footage of his pioneer work in the 
saddle on the range. 

The third problem was getting 
okays from various advertising 
agencies and to outlets to put stars 
of current tv horse operas on the 
program. In this case, CBS was 
most cooperative, Rogers said. 

In tracing the history of “The 
Western,” Rogers will also have 
footage of William S. Hart, Tom 
Mix, Buck Jones and Hoot Gibson. 
Jack Warner, who's a dyed-in-the- 
wool Western fan, and Howard 
Hawks, the producer, will be among 
these showing how the Westerns 
are fashioned. 

“Gunsmoke,” according to Rog- 
ers, is regarded as the most “adult” 
of present-day westerns on tv chan- 
nels. As to what is an “adult” 
western, Rogers maintains it is a 
story In which the writer and pro- 





—_—r 





ducer have taken sufficient time to | ~ 
define the characters and to relate| — 
“In “adult” Es : 


them to each other, 
westerns, the viewer cares suffi- 
ciently what happens to the dra- 
matis personae, 

Rogers insists that Westerns, as 
a rule, have believeability and hon- 
esty. An “adult” Western is not a 
corrupt western, in Rogers’ opin- 
ion, and like the morality plays of 


old, virtue gets top billing™ ulti-|:— 


mately in ace horse operas, 

The “Wide Wide World” produc- 
er also opines that the “cowboy is 
the best export we've got” and that 
ther are many European fans of 
western flickers, Moreover, many 
overseas book publishers look upon 
Western literature with far more 
enthusiasm than our trade book 
publishers, 

“The Western,” incidentally, will 


be the last show of the present | ' 
“Wide Wide World.” |: 


season for 
Rogers, though born in Cleveland, 
appears eminently qualified to di- 
rect this final stanza of “Wide Wide 
World.” He's an avid scholar of 
Western folklore and made his 


home on a ranch in Tehachepi, |: 





Calif. before coming East, ws ceeds caocees i ss Ses eeesEe’ 


| nals over the mumerous high hills 
and into valleys, according to Roy 
Thomson, boss of Scottish Televi- 
sion. 

He said here: “We intend short- 
ly to make a proposal to the In- 
dependent Television Authority 
that we hope will offer at least 
a partial solution to this problem. 

“TI believe that no greater service 
can be rendered to the Highlands 
than to provide these isolated areas 
with entertainment that will help 
te make life more pleasant for 
these communities, and assist in 
keeping the young people at home.” 

Discussing the place of televi- 
| sion in the home, he said: 

“It provides information and en- 
| tertainment at a low cost for peo- 
| ple who cannot afford books, golf, 





are | ‘TIPS. the theatre, and a lot of 


| other luxuries many of us take for 
| granted. It provides a recreation 


| the family can share, and it shows 


| children what life can be like 
| outside their own environment so 


| that they have a goal to strive for 


and an inventive to succeed.” 
——z 





Michigan Ave. 


a= 4Continued from page 28 eae 


City’s close proximity te industry 
homeoffices. 

Chicago, as Hog sutcher of the 
World, looms good pickin'’s even 
for the New York agencies, and 
that’s why the Gotham outposts 
here are getting plushier and 
plushier, with guileless intentions 
to woo as much business as they 
can. 

Some of the heartburn of Chi's 
descent as a broadcasting centre 
has been alleviated by the Michi- 
gan Ave.-Madison Ave. two-office 
system. Ivan Hill, exec viceprez of 
Cunningham & Walsh, states it 
aptly: 

“Why shouldn’t broadcasting be 
specialized in New York? Would 
an auto dealer set up his lot on 
a prairie . . . or on Automobile 
Row?” 








New Orleans-—John R. Corporon, 
manager of the United Press bu- 
reau here for the past two years, 


resigned Friday (30) to join the 
news staff of WDSU-TV as full- 
time Washington correspondent. 
He will succeed Ann Corrick, who 
recently resigned to accept another 
position. 





Gen. U.S. Importers: VAN MUNCHING &CO., INC. 7 
Naw York, Chicaxo, Severly Hills, Miami 
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To: 


TOM NAUD and DICK FELDMAN 


(Producer) . (Director) 


and - 


ARTIE MALVIN Associate Producer and Choral Director 
MORT LINDSEY Musical Conductor and Arranger 
BILL FOSTER Choreographer 


JERRY SEELEN 
and 


BI LL CGAMMIE Writers 


and 


MEL PAHL FRANK HUNTER 
JOE LIPPMAN KEN HOPKINS 
RUFUS SMITH BOB CURTIS... . Arrangers 


HANK ROSS Music Coordinator 


and 
WALTER KUBILUS BILL BLUMEL 
Technical Director Audio 
RONALD HAWKINS ROMAIN JOHNSTON 
Associate Director Scenic Designer 
EVERETT MELOSCH AL LEHMAN 
Lighting Director Costumes 


and all members of ABC Technical Crews. 


—— GOES THE CREDIT FOR THE SUCCESS OF OUR 
SHOW FOR CHEVROLET.* A GREATER, MORE TAL- 
ENTED BUNCH OF GUYS NEVER COMBINED TO 
MAKE ONE BOY LOOK GOOD. 


I thank you. I thank you. I thank you. — 


“PAT BOONE CHEVY SHOWROOM 
| ABC-TV 
P.S. and COOGA MOOGA thanks you! 


Series er name 2 











TV-FILMS | 


48 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 4, 1958 





== 


0% Telepix Casualties | 
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back after a disastrous year last | an end plug for Bulova, he was 
semester. | cancelled by Timex, a competing 





‘CITIZEN SOLDIER’ | 
IN FANCY KICKOFF 


“Citizen Soldier,” sold in a ros-! 
ter of major markets, kicks off to- | category they looked down upon a 


day (4) San Antonio, Tex., on| couple of years back. Among the 


KONO, backed by exploitation! syndication properties are the 
campaign which will be duplicated ' 


Writers To Coast 


Continued from page 25 Gee 








Casualty list was dominated by | product which had signed him for 


comedies, with 10 such series get-| the season. But Hope found an- 


in other cities. 


, Winchell series and Ziv’s “Target.” 
| Sereen Writers Guild figures on 


other sponsor. 

Casuality list may grow before 
the buying—and axing—seuson 
and mysteriosos and oaters, five | ends, but it’s already evident Hol-) 
each. | lywood telefilms have taken their 

ABC and NBC each had 13 vid-- worst beating in history as the | 
filmed casualties of the made-in-| sponsors and public demand more | 
Hollywood variety; CBS had nine. | qualitative product. 

Rest were in syndication except for For next season sponsors appear | 
one series, “Best of the Post,”|to be sticking with the tried-and- | 
which never did find a sponsor|true despite the vicissitudes of | 
and went out of production. this path. They’re playing it safe, | 

Blow-By-Blow and on the whole the buys are for | 


i nd antholo- | 
NBC: “Jane Wyman Theatre,” | OMeT action series a . 


“Suspicion,” “Life of Riley,” “Sal- | 


ly,” “You Bet Your Life,” change 
5606 in Telefilm 


ting the ax. Seven drama series 
were pink-slipped. Six of the 
series involved are action shows 








' 


in sponsors, is returning next sea- 
son; “No Warning”; “Restless 
Gun,” change in sponsors, is re- 
turning; “The Adventures of Mc- _ 
e i 
“Wagon Train,” lost partial spon- Buys for Aussies 
sor, has co-sponsor and will return; } 
“Dragnet,” lost sponsor, but will’ Charles Michelson, the U. S. buy- 
be back m - Jim Bow jing agent for two Australian com- 

ABC: “Adventures of Jim Ow | merical outlets, last week bought 
tinues in production for syndica- episodes and 30 features at a net 
tion; “Navy Log,” “Telephone cost of $500,000. In five days of 
Time,” “Love That Jill,” Frank! puying for HSV, Melbourne, and 
Sinatra Show, “Broken Arrow,” | : i . 
“Colt .45.” “Date With the An-| TCN, Sidney, he inked for pictures 


Campaign included a “Citizen! 
Soldier” float and statue, tied up 
with Army Day observance, fol- 
lowed by a screening and party at 
Ft. Sam Houston. there. Schlitz 
Beer is picking up the tab in San 
Antonio and Washington, D.'C., for 
the syndicated Flamingo property, 
produced on location in Europe by 
R. W. Alcorn. 

Other markets sold _ include 
KTTV, Los Angeles; WHDH, Bos- 
ton; WBAL, Baltimore; WTAE, 
Pittsburgh; WISN, Milwaukee; 
KING, Seattle; WFAA, Dallas;} from east to west is the simple 
WTIC, Hartford; KPHO, Phoenix; | economic fact of life—there just 
KLOR, Salt Lake City; KOLD,| isn’t enough work in New York, 
Tuscon; KELP, El Paso; and-KVII, | between the increasing use of tele- 
Amerillo. films'on the networks, the shrink- 

Flamingo plans the first 39, 18 ot | age in live programming and the 
which already are in the can, to) shift of much live to the Coast. But 
deal with the European theatre ot; there are other enticements as 
operations; second year production| well, the immediacy of the motion 
to take in the Pacific theatre dur-| picture studios, for one, with the 
ing World War II; and third year! occasional possibility of a fat 
filming on the Korean conflict.) screenwriting deal. Also, the op- 
Each episode is based on the; portunity to branch out inte direct- 
heroic exploits of an individual! ing or producing, and of course, 
GI. the chance to try the Coast style of 


living with a two or three-script 
Syndication Review 


transfers indicate that since Jan. 1, 


1956, there have been 47 transfers 
into the Guild from Writers Guild 
of America, East. Of these, only 
two have transferred back and 
three have withdrawn from active 
membership. Five are WGA-E 
members working or having com- 
mitments here but who have not 
transferred membership, the quin- 
tet including Welles, who's presi- 
dent of WGA-E. 

Primary reason for the shift 








deal as the mealticket. 


| extent, with some producers now 





Result has been a beefing up of} 
script values in vidpix to a large! 


Graw,” “Court of Last Resort,” 
“People’s Choice,” “Circus Boy,” 

fe,” “Tombsione Territory,” “Wal- | ‘ 

ter Winchell File,” axed, but con- | 234 American half-hour telefilm | 
gels,” “West Point,” 

master.” 


CBS: “M Squad,” lost co-sponsor, | 


but is returning; “Leave It to 
Beaver,” lost sponsor, but has an- 
other, returns on ABC next sea- 
son; “Richard Diamond, Private 


Detective,” “The Eve Arden Show,” 
“Mr. Adams and Eve,” “Perry Ma- 
son,” lost sponsors, but returning; 
“Schlitz Playhouse,” Schlitz bow- 
ing out of full sponsorship, to split 
tab with Lux, is returning; “The 
Gale Storm Show,” lost co-sponsor, 
found another, is returning; “The 
Lineup,” lost co-sponsor, is return- 
ing. 

Desilu has called quits on pro- 





duction of its syndicated “Official | 


Detective” series; “Superman” is 
out of production, 

As for the live Hollywood tele- 
shows cancelled, they are Gisele 
MacKenzie (NBC); “Studio One in 
Hollywood” (CBS): “Climax” 
(CBS); “Matinee Theatre” (NBC); 
Guy Mitchell Show” (ABC); “Club 
Oasis” (NBC); “Rosemary Clooney 
Show” (NBC). In addition, CBS’ 
“Playhouse 90” lost several of its 
multiple sponsors, but found others 
and will return. The real freak 
“axing” of the season was, of all 
pecple, Bob Hope. Hope guested on 
Frank Sinatra's ABC spec last Oc- 
tober, and because the show had 
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Ringling’s Telefilm 





DON SEAT 





“Harbor-| in six individual series. 


Michelson said that by optioning 
additional rights on the 30 fea- 
tures, the Aussie expenditures of | 
$500,000 would go up _ several | 
thousands more in the next four | 
years, as each of four other com- | 
mercial operations he represents | 
take the air. 

Initial buy was for 52 “Oh Su- 
sannahs,” 52 Abbott & Costellos, 
39 “Last of the Mohicans,” 52 of 
“Trackdown,” 39 “Restless Gun" | 
episodes and 30 features in the 
Bank of America package. It is 
the B of A group that will hike 
the ante when the new stations go 
on, Michelson said. 








For WJAR Showing 


Providence, R. I., June 3. 
A telefilm commentary on “The 
World of the Circus” is being made 
in cooperation with Ringling Bros., 
Barnum and Bailey Circus, for a 


week-long series on WJAR-TV, 
scheduled for June 16 through 
June 20. 


Betty Adams, host of “The World 
Around Us,” will produce, heading 
a tv crew of five for on-the-scene 
shooting and interviews. 


Song & Dance Pix 


Continued from page 24 











that big one “Holiday Inn,” an- 
other Crosby starrer. 
Interestingly, musicals as _ re- 
issues usually don’t fare as well 
as other reissues, the best of 
which are action, adventure, mys- 
teries and horror pix. The latter 
categories are the top reissue 
draws. F'rinstance, Associated 
Artists Productions in reissuing 
James Cagney starrer “Yankee 
Doodle” theatrically has coupled 
it with “Sergeant York,” hoping 
the actioner will soften the blow. 
The theatrical reissue exper- 
ience of vintage pix is very 
Similar to tthe rating (b.o.) on 
tv. On the whole, it’s been found 
stations get bigger audiences 
with action, adventure and mys- 
terio flickers. Comedies, like 
musicals, show their age on tv. 








STATE TROOPER 

(The Sound of Death) 

With Rod Cameron, Roy Engel, 
Laurie Mitchell, Mike Steele, 
others 

Director: John English 

Writer: Barry Shipman 

Distributor: MCA TV 

30 Mins.; Wed., 10:30 p.m. 

RHEINGOLD 

WRCA-TYV, N.Y. 

(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

“State Trooper,” off the MCA 
TV Revue beltline, is beginning 
its second year round of 39 fresh 
episodes in the N.Y. market. Else- 
where around the country, second 
year inne already has been 
unreeli 
TV to go ahead with third year 
production, backed by a large re- 
gional from Falstaff. 

Judging from the initial episode, 
the series remains a slick pot- 
boiler, keyed to the action-adven- 
ture format. There are highpoints 
of suspense and good production 
values. But these highpoints large- 
ly are dissipated by a formula 


script, two-dimensional character- | 


izations and a narrative technique 
which slows down the action. 
Preem, “The Sound of Death” 
episode, scripted by Barry Ship- 
man, had a startling opening few 
moments. A blind .woman, led. by 
a seeing-eye German shepherd 
dog, was marked for death. The 
viewer envisages her trampled to 
death by stampeding cattle, The 
culprit, her husband, portrayed by 
Roy Engel, in the final sequence 
got his due. At the close,-nothing 
was left for the viewer's imagina- 
tion. The screen showed the hus- 


band being trampled to death. In| 


the short 30 minutes, there was 


another killing, that of the bullet-/| 


ridden body of an Indian. 
Despite the violence many plot 
gimmicks and the appeal of the 
dog, the opening episode never 
rose above the slick, “potboiler 
category. It was ladened with 
dramatic flaws. Rod Cameron as 
the ace investigator of the Nevada 
State Troopers carried off his role 
well. Ditto for the rting 
players. ore. 





Columbus—Sue Weaver, contin- 
uity writer for television station 
WLW-C in Columbus, was named 
director of the continuity depart- 
ment by the station. 
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Sets A Winning Pace Across The Country ! 
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| headquarters 


| claiming that solid vidpix scripts | 
tend to be the rule rather) 


| now 
| than the exception, what with the 


combined efforts of the Coast vet-| 


| gtons and the new imports from 
New York. . 








‘Terrytoons’ 


imma Continued from page 24 


for a two-year unlimited library 
| Fun 2 
|. Representing General Foods in 
j}the deal is Young & Rubicam. 


|John Howell, sales topper of CBS 
| Film Sales, and Jim Victery, ac- 





| 
| 
| 


| the telefilm end. 


The “Farmer Alfafg” series will 
| be double-exposed in N. Y. and 
Los Angeles. In N. Y., WOR-TV 
| will carry the series at 7 p.m. Sat- 
jurdays and at 6:30 p.m. Sundays, 
| while in Los Angeles, KTTV will 
|carry the half-hour skein at 12:30 
| p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Sundays. Other 
markets inked include WGN, Chi- 


| cago; WFIL-TYV, Philadelphia; 
WJW-TV, Cleveland; WCCO-TV, 
| Miami; KDKA, Pittsburgh; and 


| WMAL, Washington. 
I 
pT ____ 


Gross-Krasne 


KTTV ‘Thematic’ 
Feature Approach 


Hollywood, June 3. 

After two years of playing its 
late-night Metro features straight, 
KTTV here has developed a “the- 
matic” approach which combines 
the programming attributes of the 
“packaged” feature films with the 
economic aspects pioneered by 


WOR-TV’s “Million Dollar Movie” 
in N.Y. 


KTTV’'s plan is to run five dif- 
ferent Metro pix a week, all tied 
together through a common theme. 
First week's offering, for example, 
is five Clark Gable films, starting 
with “The Big Six,” in which he 
had only a bit part, and taking 
him through his career to the 
“mature” Gable of “Homecoming.” 
Next week's program is five “The 
Thin Man” features. July 4th week 
will be devoted to Americana; one 
week will comprise five top World 
War I pictures, followed by five 
World War II pix; there'll be a 
Wallace Beery week and a Lana 
Turner week, a Red Skelton week. 
And KTTV, localed as it is in 
Hollywood, may even take five pix 
directed by Mervyn LeRoy, for 
example, as an attention-getter. 

KTTV prexy Dick Moore, who’s 
no stranger to the “thematic pro- 
gramming” principle on features, 
having used a Saturday night “Wal- 
lace Beery Theatre” and “Andy 
Hardy Theatre” for over a year, 
believes the thematic programming 
is the coming thing for features. 
| Program-wise, it creates excite- 

ment through the simple applica- 
tion of imagination and showman- 
| ship. 

On the sales end, Moore figures 

he can combine the traditional 
| manner of selling with the socalled 
| cumulative technique used so well 

by WOR-TV. “With this kind of 
approach, we figure that practical- 
ly everybody is going to watch at 
| least one night, and over a full 
| week that builds up to quite an 
j oudieace,” Moore figures the plan 
‘is attractive to single-spot spon- 





ng, amid a decision by MCA Count exec, carried the ball from} sors and even more so to those 


who buy five spots a week and 
| build up that cumulative circula- 
tion. 


Falstaff’s Third Year 


For ‘State Trooper’ 

Falstaff Brewing signed for third 
year production of “State Trooper” 
in 71 markets, via Dancer-Fitzger- 
ald-Sample. 

The large regional for the brew- 
ery inked by MCA TV marks the 
third year Falstaff has taken the 
Rod Cameron starrer. Fresh pro- 
duction will bring to 104 the nume 
ber of episodes available for re- 
gional and local sponsorship. 
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|“Doctor,” which will be the first 
series made by a commercial tele- 
|vision contractor In England for 
| American distribution, starts June 
22.. Morgan and Solew, who film- 
|ed the old “Authors Playhouse” 
series for Jack Gross and Phil 
Krasne when they operated the 
United Television Programs syn- 
dication company, will film “Ad- 
rosea” at Film Studios Bermuda 
td. 

With the influx of sales product 
expeeted, G-K is opening three 
new sales offices. Robert H. Hill, 
who's been covering the San Fran- 
cisco territory out of the Holly- 
wood office, will open permanent 
in Frisco. Allen 
Hundley, formerly with the Katz 
agency,. will head a new office in 
Dallas, And G-K will shift its 
Miami office to Atlanta. Sales 
branches. will now total seven. 


Vidpix Chatter 


CBS Film Sales topper Leslie 
Harris »epping for annual trip to 
Europe. . . . Sterling Television 
has closed deals on 
Time” with WHCT, f 
Conn., and KGHL, Billings, Mont. 
... WPIX, N.Y., telecast the tele- 
film of the Memorial Day Indian- 
apolis race on Sunday (1) evening. 
W. Craig Steward Production was 
an exclusive for WPIX. . . . How- 
ard Magwood reelected prexy of 
Screen Directors International 
Guild at first annual meeting last 
week; other officers are les 
Wasserman, Ist v.p.; Joseph Kohn 
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2d v.p.; Jack Glenn, secretary, a 
HY Ren acters treasurers - 6 3-4 


Old Westbury 
FOR THE EXTREMIST 


whe wants the unbelievable luxury, quality 
and perfection of one of America’s most deluxe 
contemporaries. Owner-built in (957 — over 
5,008 sa. ft. of liveable area with every detail 
and extra imaginable. Here are just @ few 
— cherry paneled den with barbecue. Korina 
paneled rumpus cm with complete bar, 1,500 
sq. ft. flagstone patie with outdeer barbecue, 
underground lawn sprinkling system, white 
Reman brick and redweod exterior, 3-zone 
heating, aff Anderson windows, 24 seres of 
specimen shrubs and trees — could never be 
duplicated at the asking price of 


$135,000. 
Shown Exctusively By 
COONEY ASSOCIATES, INC. 
67 Gien Cove Read, Greenvale—MA 1-162 


_—_—_——— 
FOR SALE 


Dutch Colonial, 6 rooms, 1% 
South Shore near Hamptons; 60 miles 
from New York. Completely modern, 
hot water heat, electric kitchen, hard- 
wood floors. Full cellar, ser 

ch, fireplace. 2 car garage, fully 
jandscaped. App. one acre. Reasonabie 
terms. Write te Principal: 
| R. H. McAVOY 
|] Beaver Dam Road, Brooktiaven, L. 1. 
rm me commer en 


WHATEVER THE SHOW 
HE'S THE GREATEST ! 


DOUG. ANDERSON 


Currently: "The Magic Clown’ 
For BONOMO Woasien tarry on 


Channel 5. New 
Sundays at 10:00 A. M. 
Phone .. . Pioneer 7-5761 
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Many thanks 
to the 








Westinghouse 
Broadcasting 


Company 


Representing America at the Brussels 
World's Fair was a privilege and plecsure. 
My appreciation goes fo all the people 
at Westinghouse Broadcasting 

Company for sponsoring my appear- 
ances and working so hard to make the 


week of concerts a success. 


To Don McGannon, Dick Pack, 

Bill Kaland, Mike Santangelo, Ray 
Hubbard, Norman Prescott, Jim Snyder, 
Don Volkman, Chet Collier .. . and 
Russ Johnson of the Television-Radio 
Division ond Hal Davis of Grey 
Advertising . . . my sincere thanks. 
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Production Centres 
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jointly sponsored by NAB and Electronic Industries Assn-, and en- 
dorsed by U.S. Office of Education, is already in the works, with kits 
due to go to participating broadcasters Aug. 1. Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, Which has been sponsor in the past, announced recently that 
it was bowing out .. . John L. Burns, prexy of RCA, and Maurice B. 
Mitchell, head of Encyclopaedia Brittanica Films, are amongst 16 top- | 


drawer business reps elected to membership on the 150-man board of | 
the Committee for Economic Development. 


IN LONDON... 


Barry Lupino will produce Victor Borge’s 55-minute solo BBC-TV 
show on June 16... Three directors of Associated-Rediffusion, the 
London weekday indie tv programmers, have resigned. They are R. A. 
Redhead, director and general manager of Associated Newspapers Ltd., 
Charles Truefitt, advertisement director of the newspaper outfit, and 
Charles Eade, former editor of the Sunday Dispatch . . . Yale Univer- 
sity Glee Club will make a BBC-TV appearance June 13... . Last night 
(Tues.) A-R launched a new show entitled “Late London,” designed 
to feature recording stars and show biz personalities who are in town 
at the time. First offering included Maxine Daniels . . . Comedians 





Tommy Trinder and Alfred Marks manned a “Beat The Clock” stand | 


at ‘his year’s National Television Gala Night, held at the Royal Fes- 
tival Hall last Friday (30). “Beat The Cock" is a regular feature of As- 
sociated TeleVision’s “Sunday Night At The Palladium” show. For 35 
cents guests were invited to have a go at some of the old Jackpot games. 


Proceeds went to the National Television Fund . . . Paul Douglas forced 
to cance! out of his appearance as Lieut. Commander Queeg in a BBC- 
TV production of “The Caine Mutiny Court Martial” last Sun. (1) be- 
cause of ill health. Cecil Linder subbed. 


IN BOSTON .. . pa 


Chet Zeneski from KOVR, Stockton, Calif., appointed account exec | 
for WHDH radio and WHDH-TV sales .. . Ted Wrobel, WBZ-TV ac- 


count exec, back at desk after hospital stay for minor surgery . . . Philip | 


E. Galligan appointed to production staff at WBZ-TV ... WHDH-TV 
now carrying “until further notice” “Music Bingo” in the Thurs. 10:30- 
11 p.m. slot . . . Dick Clark, “American Bandstand” and “The Dick 
Clark Show” emceed Catholic Charities Festival, Worcester, Sunday 
(1) _ In Brussels for WBZ-TV are Ray Hubbard, WBZ-TV asst. pro- 
gram mer. and disk jock Norm Prescott in conjunction with the Benny 
Goodman shows . . . Louis Bartone, asst 
ating Mass. School of Art and becomes full staff member of art dept. 

Frank Tooke, gen. mgr. WBZ-TV, moderator of panel presentation 
at annual “Broadcasting Day” of Emerson College . . . WHDH-TV 
joined CBS-TV as interconnected alternate affiliate Sunday (1)... 
Evan Neuhoff and Steve Meterparel, WBZ-TVY promosh dept., back 
from Miami vacash . . 
ceived tv newsreel award at Boston Press Photographers’ Ball. . . Big 
fanfare for WNAC-TV personality Frank Luther at “Frank Luther 
Day” in Brockton . . . Louise Morgan, WNAC-TV personality and 
hostess “Louise Morgan Show,” one of three finalist judges of Mrs. 
America pageant in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Don Sherwood, obviously sincere, got a lot of mileage out of his 
“crusade” for the Navajos, and the Indians, who didn’t feel Sherwood 


had all the facts at hand, got a free half-hour from KGO-TV to present | 
their facts. KGO-TY’s boss, John Mitchell, may have been the fall guy | 
for charges that he repressed free speech, but he also should have | 


received a dandy rating on the “Indian Hour” last Wednesday (28) 
night .. . Aen Doran and Ron Tomsic (ex-Stanford basketballer) are 
new KOBY salesmen ... Dom Arlett departs as KGO-AM flack and 


Dean Moxley takes over . . . Jonathan Schiller’s KCBS “Concert Clas- | 
sics” celebrated its first anni and got extended from a half-hour to an | 


hour simultaneously . . . KRON’s “Science in Action” needed a bit of | 
first aid when a non-venomous python bit Charles Shaw, San Diego 
Zoo curator of reptiles—damage was slight . . . KQED kicked off its 
annual auctian last night (3) with more than $30,000 worth of products 
and services at hand. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


George Eisenhauer, Ch. 2 announcer, elected president of local chap- 
ter of AFTRA. Paui Shannon named vice-president; Harry Lockhart, 
secretary, and Ed King, treasurer . . . Armandi Belli quitting KDKA 
radio to become national sales manager for WKPA in New Kensington 
. . . Beb Drews is the new morning man at WAMP, ending a long 
search by the NBC station ... Bill Hinds filling in for next three weeks 
on WWSW wakeup program while Dave Shallenberger is vacationing 
Ida Kolhaas, of KDKA radio staff, to Europe for a month 
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George Tons, of Ch. 2 sales staff, and his wife to the West Coast for 
some deep-sea fishing off Catalina Island .. . Bill Brant has joined the 
WEDO staff . . . Noel Mills will be working until end of month at WCAE 
with her husband, Tommy Riggs. She‘s pinchhitting for vacationing 
Gleria Abdou on daily “Woman's World” half-hour while Riggs is a 
regular platter-spinner at the station. 


iN PHILADELPHIA ... 


Joe Pyne, Chester boy who has been working at radio station WILM, 
Wilmington, is going to do hard-hitting opinion show from 11 p.m. to 
midnight each Saturday beginning June 7. . . Dick Clark will make a 
guest shot on “Pantomime Quiz” next month . . . Joe Early, former 
WRCY staffer, doing commercials on Jack Vialentine’s new WCAU-TV 
western show ... WFIL-TV is offering the feature race of the day from 
Delaware Park via special film . . . Roland, monster of ceremonies for | 
WCAU-TV’s Shock Theatre, is scheduling a series of outdoor appear- | 





WABD’s Summer Lopoff 
Of Live Entries; Mon. 
Bouts Are Still Iffy 


Monday night boxing from 
WABD, N. Y., stands a “better 
chance of staying on than going 
off” for the summer. That's the 
latest report from the metropolitan 
video indie, which is definitely tak- 
ing another live show off for the 
summer and a third off indef- 
finitely. 

Metropolitan Broadcasting key 


ances .. . Will Regan, veteran Irish announcer of WDRF, Chester, was | has fed the fisticuffs, coming late 
| honored by the V.F.W. for his outstanding assistance . . . Dan Curtis, in the Monday night sked, to out- 
|of WIP, hosting pre-baseball warmup show called “Get A Hit,” offering | of-town stations. At the moment, 
| jackpot of prizes. | WABD is seeking a co-sponsor to 


mateh Colgate. ‘(El Producto quit 
IN DETROIT - « - ea aS 
| Soupy Sales, WXYZ-TV comic, has signed for his sixth year at the|tion said that current plans call 
station ... WWJ announcer Art Lazarew and two partners have pur-| for keeping the show on live, evev 
chased WDDY in Gloucester, Va. Lazarow takes over June 15, leaves | without a co-bankroller. 

WWJ this week . . . Jac LeGoff, whose 6.30 and 11 p.m. newscasts on ; © 
WJBK-TV rank him as one of Detroit's leading newscasters, has been poet thee beaeaer “ae aaa 
appointed news editor-manager for the station. Among his initial ob- | i om “ : : 
“nce : : , = ie ;}commencing its first hiatus since 
jectives will be increased emphasis on documentary-editorial news ‘starting at WABD a couple of years 
| programming to augment the station’s straight newscasts, such as the | ago And last Friday (30), “Art 
program entitled “Detroit Expressways and the Traffic Problem” he | Ford’s Greenwich Village Party” be- 
produced recently in co-operation with public service director Bob | gan a permanent layoff at the sta- 
White . . . When Conductor Walter Poole steps before the WWJ mike | tion 


|next Tuesday (10) to open the summer concerts of the Detroit Sym- 


phony Orch, it will mark the continuing association between the sta- | 


WABD said that “Night Beat,” 
hosted by John Wingate, will re- 


. Allan Kaye, WBZ-TV news cameraman, re- | 








tion and the orch which dates back to 1922. | turn next fall, but no definite date 
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‘Doubles’ 


Continued from page 23 





cry “murder” and threaten to pull | 


their billings. 
With only so many evening 
hours available on the three net- 


}show pattern becoming a greater | 
in WBZ-TV art dept., gradu-+ | 


economic necessity, and with diver- 
sification among sponsors the order 
of the day, obviously the situation 
| can only grow worse. The networks 
are all too aware of the troubles 
ahead. 


The “doubling up” 
aren't necessarily restricted. to 
product conflicts. Take, for in- 
stance, the Sunday night at 10 sit- 
uation on CBS, a potentially ex- 
plosive focal point. Lorillard and 
Revion jointly share the period 
with sponsorship of “64,000 Chal- 
lenge.” Latter show is going off 
and Lorillard bought alternate- 
| week sponsorship of “Magnificent 
Montague” for the time. Network. 
then decided to withdraw “Monta- 
gue” pending repairs and agreed 
to Revion’s request to shift $64,000 





| Question” from Tuesday at 10 to! 


Sunday at 10. 

Lorillard (via Lennen & Newell 
agency) feels it is entitled te 50% 
of the say on selection of a show 
for the period; doesn’t see why 
CBS should arbitrarily favor Rev- 
lon alone. If, as it is now consid- 
ering, Lorillard joins with Revlon 
in sponsoring “Question,” there's 
|no problem. But if it doesn’t, CBS 
could have some more fireworks 
on its hands. 


2d Brit. Channel 


Continued from page 23 

















=| gross revenue of the existing out- 


|lets and suggested that another 


| network would absorb excess 
| Profits. 
Although the Observer corre- | 


| spondent estimated the combined 
earnings of the program compa- 
|nies at between $17,000,000 and 


| $40,000,000 for the current year, |, 


| trade insiders reckon that the six 
| commercial companies cor®bined 
| will rack up a net of $30,000,000 
| between them. 

As an alternative, the Observer 
| suggests that the available coin 
could be taxed and use to subsi- 
dize another non-commercial 
gram which could be run either by 
the BBC or by a new public au- 
thority. 


Madison Ave. 


=== Continued from page 29 Saas 


living fellow who likes his work 
and his company. 

Still another study conducted by 
Pulse found that the public has a 
generally favorable opinion of ad- 
vertising. The Pulse study covered 
over 1,100 people in 10 major mar- 
kets. 

With the Pulse study favoring 
the admen and with the house- 
wives in the Gallup-Robinson study 
also in the agency corner as op- 
posed to the agency half of the 
Gallup poll where the admen 
knocked themselves and with the 


Sree cain. suey. bela best oe 














|has been set. With the depature 
the agency men, it would seem ‘of those two shows, WABD will be 


problems | 


really in a bind. 

| As it shapes up now three studies 
| say the adman is hard working and 
industrious while three other polls 
say this t'aint so. What the agency 
men seem to need is a super-super 
poll to find out what the admen 
are really like. It’s getting so you 
can’t tell an ad man without a 
study by a research institute, Mat- 
ter of fact, you can't tell what an 
|ad man is like with a study. 

| 


mom 


Newspaper Strike 
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ee — 
“Damn Yankee,” both playing 
| strawhat circuits in the area. 
| Among the additional features on 
j the station were constant an- 
;nouncements urging viewers to 
pick up their copies of the Bulle- 


tin at the Bulletin Building. By 
2 p.m. the paper was completely 





from as far as Wilmington, Del 
and Bridgeton, N. J. 


| 
| 





that the grey-flannel suiters are | left with only one live nighttime 


program during the summer if 
the fights are taken off (by some 
change of plans) or converted to 
kinescope reruns. 

One reason both “Night Beat” 
and “Party” are leaving, according 
to the station, is that it would re- 
quire a second technical crew to do 
the shows, : 

Ford’s cancellation from his Fri-. 
day 10 p.m. half-hour slot was due 
to his new association with rival 
WNTA-TV, for which he does a 
Thursday night jazz stanza, and 
WNTA-AM-FM, for which he is 
program director. 





NBC, CBS‘ VOLGA CHANT 


Soviet Appraisals Scheduled For 
Two-Network Alring 








Life on the Volga, both economi- 
cally and culturally, is currently 
getting concentrated attention from 
the news directing chiefs of both 
NBC and CBS. 

John F. Day, director of News 


sold out with customers coming ‘for CBS News, is setting up a study 
~|of the Russian economic threat to 


America for airing on or about 


The strike put WPEN on a 24-| july 10° Day is calling in corre- 


hour alert schedule and with a | spondents Daniel Schorr, David 
considerable extension of all news | Schoenbrun, Ernest Leiser, Win- 
periods. In addition, the station ston Burdett, Peter Kalischer and 
increased its stock market reports | Richard C. Hottelet for the in-dept 
in the early.evening and presented | analysis of “The Ruble War—Rus- 
a theatre directory for major |sia's Economic Threat to America.” 


movies in the Philadelphia area. 
WPEN also utilized a 120-square- 
foot show window in the front of 


restaurants. 

WFIL and WFIL-TV preempted 
many portions of its locally origi- 
nated shows to provide five, 10, or 
15-minute newscasts on an hourly 
basis. The station also used its 
newscruiser units for on-the-scene 
broadcasts as well as beep phone 
reports from reporters in the city 
and suburbs, local news film by the 
stations’ cameramen and extensive 
reports on sports, weather and 
highway conditions. Nor did the 
station overlook the reading of 
comics, fraternal news and social 
notices for the benefit of its fol- 
lowers in the Delaware Valley. 

Strike, of course, brought many 
new advertisers te the air. Brunt 


pro-| of the new business came from the 


local department stores, heretofore 
infrequent users of radio and tv. 





Considerable special film footage 
will be used on the occasion. 
Bill McAndrew, news chief at 


its building as a giant news bulle-| NBC has okayed a series of “Prim- 
tin board and distributed news-|er on Russia” programs featuring 
grams through the city’s hotels and \Irving R. Levine, network's Mos- 
|cow correspondent. Series will be 


aired June 10, 11, and 12 over NBC 


| Radio. 











Louisville—Cawood Ledford, 31- 
year-old sportscaster who just last 
week completed calling a spring 
broadcast schedule of 31 horse 
races from two Kentucky tracks 
Keeneland at Lexington, Ky. an 
Churchill Downs, has been named 
sports director of WHAS radie 
and tv, Louisville. 


COSMETICS * DRUGS 
VITAMINS © PARFUMS 
Union Cards and 
PROFESSIONALS RECOGNIZED 
CITY DRUGS 
845 7th Ave. (54 St.) New York 
“BIGGEST LITTLE DRUG STORE” 
WE DELIVER—<CI 6-5331 











20% 
50% 

















Unt tewis Gale 


Including Men's Straw Hats 
OPEN EVERY EVENING UNTIL 10 P.M. 
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THANK YO 


To all the entertainers, the directors, the cameramen and backstage crew and all the others 
who worked with us on the Leukemia Telethon for the Dean Martin Blood Disease Center 
at the City of Hope our sincere thanks for a job well done .. . and an extra big THANK 








YOU to MARTIN TANANBAUM; and also to Murray Kaufman. 











Steve Allen The Clovers Ersel Hickey The Playmates 
Allen & Sheldon Leonard Cohen Billie Holiday Tony Randall 

Dave Anderson Myron Cohen Judy Holliday The Ravens 

The Aquatones Perry Gomo Lena Horne Johnnie Ray 

Toni Arden Chris Connor Bill Houghton Martha Raye 

Lovis Armstrong Bill Corum Carol Hughes Della Reese ] 
Jim Backus Alan Dale Isely Bros. Robin Robinson 
Bill Bailey Denise Darcel Chubby Jackson Sugar Ray Robinson 
Jack Barry De Castro Sisters Jocko Bobby Rollins 
Eileen Barton Bobby Darin Buddy Johnson & Band Dick Romar 

James Barton Jack Dempsey J. J. Johnson Don Rondo 

Bay Bops Johnny Desmond Walter Kaner Bob Ress 

Orson Bean Bob Devoe Trio Jackie Kannon Kyle Rote 

Sandy Becker Dicky Doo and the Don'ts Steve Karmen Joe Russell 

Phii Bennett Dion and the Belmonts Max Kase Fred Sayles 

Polly Bergen The Drifters Jack Kelley Jules Schur 

Shelly Berman Richard Du Bois Nick Kenny Tony Scott 

Al Bernie Mike Durso and Orchestra Kina Pins Shantv Bovs 

Ed Binneweg Don Elliott La Playa Sextette The Shirell’s . 
Sally Blair Anita Ellis Julius La Rosa Susan Silo 

Bill Bloome The Flamingos Jack Lemmon Checlia Silverne 
The Bobbettes Al Flosso Jack E. Leonard Phil Silvers 

Pat Boone Henry Fonda Fuzzy Levane John Simpson 
Oscar Brand Roger Galiagher Leonard Lewin Johnny Smith 

Carl Braun Eddie Garson Abbey Lincoln Ernie Stone 
Barbara Britton Greer Garson Gene London Michoel Strauss 
Ruth Brown Joe Gelardi Judy Lynn Ed Sullivan 

Ted Brown Ike Gellis McKoye & Charles Capt. Allen Swift 
Al Buck Georgia Gibbs Barbara McNair ' The Tenners 

Stan Burns Maurice Gosfield Maggi McNellis Joan Thayer 
Richard Burton Sid Gould Elaine Malbin Greta Thyssen 

Joe Bushkin Andy Griffith Martin & Florenze Tippie & Cobina 
Sid Caesar Milton Gross Tony Martin Richard Tucker 
Sammy Cahn Sidney Gross Mata & Hari Peter Ustinov 
Harry Carlin Richie Guerrin Mickey & Sylvia Paul Valentine 
Eddie Carmel Buddy Hackett Ricardo Montalban Bobby Van 

Johnny Carson Chico Hamilton Gary Morton Jimmw Van Heusen 
Whitey Carson Roy Hamilton J. Fred Muggs Juck Wakefield 


Jack Carter Lionel Hampton Kathryn Murray Clara Ward 

Ric Carter Carol Haney Johnny Nash Harold Weissman 

Casual Three Ray Harris Anita O'Day Teddv Wiison 

Cha Cha Taps Richard Hayes Dorothy Olsen Poul Winchell 

Maurice Chevalier Ray Heatherton Lou O'Neil John Wingate | 
Dick Clark Ed Herlihy Warren Pack Jane Wyman 

Robert Clary Harry Hershfield Patti Page Bob Zellner 








EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS: Martin Tananbaum and 
George Jessel 


PRODUCER: Dick Rubin 
CO-PRODUCER: Norma Karol 


ASSOC, PRODUCERS: Harry Mayer, 
Harriet Wasser, Lenny Levin 


DIRECTOR: Arnie Nocks 


STAGE DIRECTOR: Stan Epstein 

ASSOC. DIRECTOR: Norman Spiegel 
SPORTS DIRECTOR: Marty Glickman 
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR: Mel Salzman 





And our thanks also to all the officials at WABD, CHANNEL 5, whose public-spirited cooperation made the Telethon 
possible; to THEATRE AUTHORITY, for its wholehearted assistance, and to Candy Jones and the Conover Girls. (Our 
apologies to any performers whose name we have omitted inadvertently.) 


To those few artists whe we were unable to put on, our gratitude for their cooperation is exceeded only by the sincerity 


| DEAN MARTIN BARRY GRAY 


A RT H U R KO N WEEE —raniee Coordinator 
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D. C. Industry Probe 








but only for information as to how 
the case was going. Bricker talked 
with then-chairman George Mc- 
Connaughey but got no informa- 
tion. 

Jack Stein, owner of a losing ap- 
plicant, retained the old accused 
“fixer” in the Channel 10 case, and 
he brought in another old name, 
Perrine Palmer. They also pres- 
sured Mack. Stein said O'Neill had 
promised Roy Cohn could swing 


Continued from page 22 





the votes of MeConnaughey, Doer- 
fer and Lee. Angland introduced a 
letter from Cohn to O'Neil, enclos-| 
ing a bill for $1,000 for his services | 
in the case. Stein turned O'Neil) 
down because “I wanted the case. 
to be decided on its merits.” 

The McCrary episode was a dizzy 
one. McCrary virtually admitted 
that CBS tepners Frank Stanton 


and William S. Paley weren’t en- 
thusiastic about his participation 
in the case. Stanton and Paley said 
they thought it would be “misin- 
terpreted,” and ali hands agreed| 
that Stanton and Paley begged Mc-| 
Crary not to contact T. A. M. 
Craven. 

MeCrary conceded that he en- 
gaged Craven in an argument over 
whether Craven was acting as a 
judge in the case, with McCrary 
debating the negative, and that 
both “lost their tempers.” He de- 
nied he was thrown out of Craven's 
office and said Craven's legal as- 
sistant merely showed him the ele- 
vator, not the door. 

MeCrary said he was Interested 
only as a reporter, to get the facts 
in why there was a long delay in 
the St. Louis channel 11 case, in 
which CBS was an applicant. He 
said he was a neighbor of Paley’s 
and a longtime friend, and insisted 
he would not accept a fee. On a 
previous day, the subcommittee 
had dug further into the Spring- 
fleld-St. Louis case, still seeking to 
‘prove that the holder of channel 2 
in Springfield, WMAY, had con- 
spired with the holder of channel 
36 in St. Louis, KTVI, to have the 
channels switched. The Subcom- 
mittee also seeks to tie this situa- 
tion in with CBS, which won chan- 
nel 11 in St. Louis and later 
bought channel 4 in that city, dis-| 
posing of 11 to the losing appli-| 
cants. 

Rep. Oren Harris (D., Ark.), Sub- | 
committee chairman, announced 
that he wants to conclude the hear- 
ings by the end of June or early 
July at the latest. He said he wants 
to introduce legislation to correct 
the abuses uncovered, and he 
wants it passed by Congress this 
year. 

The FCC would have no choice 
but to bar must buy, option time, 
program tie-in sales and other net- 
work practices if the Department 
of Justice issues a “formal opin- 
ion” to the effect that they are il- 
legal, FCC Chairman John C. 
Doerfer told the Senate Commerce 
Committee today (Tues.). 

The FCC chairman told the com- 
mittee that representatives of the 
Commission and Justice Antitrust 
Chief Victor Hansen had reached 
agreement that the FCC should 








complete its Barrow Report delib- 





erations first, should then trans- 
mit its ideas to Justice, and that 
Justice only then would issue its 
formai opinion. 


Continued from page 22 














period, so that the final portions of 
these options must be exercised, 
if at all, prior to Jan. 31, 1960.” 
The letter goes into the number of 
shares outstanding, adding that the 
“agreement with Mutual forbids 
the issuance of any additional 
stock, except with Mutual's con- 
sent.” 

MBS topper Hammer said the 
stockholders’ letter was incom- 
plete. The additional services ren- 
dered by Mutual for the stock op- 
tion, according to Hammer, were 
the services of Westbrook Van 


Voorhis, who is doing the eommer- | 


cials for the Newton Center, Mass.. 
based firm, Also the net rendered 
the filter maker counselling on dis- 
tribution and merchandising, Ham- 
mer stated. Aquafilter is now in 
the midst of a 13-week campaign 
on the net, spending about $5,000 


weekly for five-minute newscasts | 


and adjacencies. 





Continued from page 22 
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dividual set up the Television Al- 
locations Study Organization 


(TASO) because, “. . . as far as I 
can make out it was a mechanism 
to get him off the hook . . . so he 
wouldn't have to make a tough de- 
cision . . .”. TASO’s original job 
was a “crash program” to save 
UHF, but the Justice Department 
refused to clear competing compa- 


nies working on specific products, | 


so its present task is to get the en- 

gineering facts about UHF. 
Putnam said that the commitéee 

and the FCC should either put al! 


tv on UHF because it is a better. 


technical service and there are 
enough channels to go around, or 
else they should admit that pol- 
itics stands in the way and give 
up entirely on UHF. Thus in some 
respects he actually approached 
the Doerfer view. 

Commissioners T. A. M. Craven, 
Frederick Ford and Rosel Hyde 
disagreed with Doerfer. All three 
want to wait for the final TASO 


report, now set for the end of this | 
year, before taking any definite | 


steps, but all agreed that the FCC 
has not given up on UHF. Craven 


issued his warning about a possi- | 


ble forced move of tv to UHF. 
Hyde mentioned the 92 success- 


| fully operating UHF stations, plus 


the 130 UHF translators. 
A steady stream of operators of 


small tv stations, mostly in the 
northwest, issued protests against 
CATV systems. They received 
strong backing from a 
chairman of the committee, Edwin 
C. Johnson, also the former gov- 
ernor of Colorado. Johnson blast- 
ed the FCC for failing to take jur- 


isdiction over CATV, and also for | 


failing to authorize on channe! VHF 
booster stations. 










THEY LOVE ME IN 


COLUMBUS 


20.6 


WLW-C.-TV, ARB 
Sun., Apr. 13th 
6:30 P.M. 







MGM-TV 





former 


Contact: RICHARD A. HARPER, Generat Sales Mgr. 
MGM-TV, a service of Loew's I 
1540 Broedway, New York 36,N. Y. © JUdson 2-2000 


VARIETY 
| Radio Reviews | 


ANSWER, PLEASE . 
With Douglas Edwards, Bob 

Pfeiffer 
| Producer:, Sandra Nemser 
Researchers: Murray Katzman and 
| Joel Heller 
10 Mins., Mon-Fri., 7:35 p.m. 

CBS Radio (live) (28) New York 

This is McGuffey Reader radio 
| programming — simple, unpreten- 
| tious, mildly informative, and high- 
ly reminiscent of Bruce Chapman's 
|“The Answer Man,” long-running 
| WOR-Mutual staple. There’s one 
difference, however, and it’s Ed- 
| wards’ delivery of the replies to 
queries. Edwards’ style is warmer, 
clearer, and at times there’s humor 
and tongue-in-cheek replies to the 
submitted questions. 

Show caught featured such ques- 
tions as “What was Seward’s 
Folly?” “Is there a monument to 
Benedict Arnold’s leg?” ““What was 
the Teapot Dome Affair?” and 
“Who was Beau Brummell?” In 
all instances, Edwards read the 
}auswers with assurance. Submit- 
jters of questions used on the air 
get copy of Webster's New World 
| Dictionary. 











“Answer, Please” is a _ bland 
filler. It will never get the mayor 
mad. Rans. 


HY DAVIS SHOW 
Producer-Director: Davis 
Mon, thru Sat., 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Participating 
WHEY, Millington-Memphis 

In the wake of several stations 
|in this area pouring out beaucoup 
| disks in the top 40, 50, 60 and what 
| have you surveys, up comes Hy 
Davis, WHEY’s top deejay with a 
|terrif four-hour stanza that is lit- 


erally catching ablaze in these 
parts. 
Davis’ unorthodox smooth sell- 


ing style is just what the femmes 
|have ordered over WHEY, new 
| Millington and Memphis daytimer. 
| The vet platter pusher who knows 
his way around a turntable also 
|turns in a better than par for the 
| four course with his nifty commer- 
cials. In fact, the guy does a boff 
job in this department and has a 
load of “angels” to pay the tab for 
| the 240 minutes. 

In addition to his relaxed ad lib 
style, Davis earns added spurs in 
his unique style of seguing t:om 
platter to platter. He scores heav- 
ily here and proved this when 
caught (5) with an easy-to-listen 
ad lib intro of “Good Deal Lu- 
cille”’ and “Only One Love.” The 
deejay racks up a hefty parlay for 
his station, clients and platterart- 
ists with his chummy and folksy 
chatter that has all the Dave Gar- 
|roway earmarks. And what’s more 
the WHEY deejay’s clever quips 
and nifty rhythmic sayings be- 
tween platters are literally top 
drawer material. 

At the pace this hombre Davis 
|is a cincheroo to branch out and 
|should score in similar style in 
other markets. Matt. 


Canadian TV 
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take over a weekly series of ethnic | 


music on Tuesdays (10:30-11 p.m.), 
this commencing July 22. 

Other Toronto-emanating sum- 
| mer programs are a new quiz series 
| tagged 
will replace “The Plouffe Family.” 
| This will be a weekly Friday night 
program, commencing June 6 on 
the 8:30-9 p.m. time. Headed by 
| Alex Barris as moderator, former 
| series will have four panelists who 
will attempt to identify various 
“mystery” objects submitted by 
viewers, the object associated with 


cal. 

A Montreal drama series, pro- 
duced by Kenneth Davey, will re- 
place the trans-Canada showing of 
“The Big Record” and commences 
Aug. 1 for Thursday presentation 
in the 9-9:30 p.m. slot. Another 
drama series, emanating from Van- 
couver and tagged “Spectrum,” 
gets under way on June 5 and will 
be seen over the CBC network on 
Thursdays at 10-10:30 p.m. The 
producer is Philip Keatley. Com- 
mencing June 22, in the Sundays 
3-3:30 p.m. slot will be a Winnipeg 
series tagged “Hometown,” this 
dealing with a mythical commu- 
nity. The producer is Neil Harris. 





Des Moines—Ken Kew of station 
KGLO, Mason City, was elected 
president of the Iowa Associated 
Press Radio and Television Associa- 
tion last week. He sueceeds Dean 
Naven of KMA, Shenandoah. Jack 
Mills, KSIB, Creston, was named 
vice president, and Cy Douglass, 
AP bureau chief, Des Moines, was 
reelected socretary. 





“One of a Kind,” which| 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


WGAR with six, and WEWS with five wins topped the radio and 
television honors award by Cleveland AFTRA for best in the past 
' broadcasting year. KYW took the coveted George Roberts Award with 
best program “Program PM” and best performer, Bud Wendell. 
| Two winners no longer are on the air, Eleanor Hanson, WHK, took 
; top women’s honors in radio, but the same day (28) DuMont, which 
is taking over WHK, announced the dropping of her show and that of 
Dick O’Heren, another 20-year veteran, for the Ernie Anderson disk 
spot. Anderson also replaces “Party Line.” The second femme winner, 
| Alice Weston, WJW saw her women’s stanza axed earlier this year. 
Among the AFTRA winners were announcing, Bob Smiley, WGAR 
}and Paul Bedford, KYW-TV; sports, radio and tv, Ken Coleman; news, 
Charles Day, WGAR; WEWS’ 11 p.m. tv stanza; record show, Tom 
Armstrong, WGAR; educational, Ruth Allen, WGAR; Tom Haley, Roux 
de Graveles, host and director, for KYW-TV's “Break-through,” while 
WDOK and WGAR were cited for classical music and community 
service respectively. WDOK also was named for its muise broadcasting 
and engineering achievement. Special citations were to WEWS’ “One 
| O'Clock” variety show and WJW-TV’s youth education series. Alan 
Douglas, WEWS, was cited for his writing of the “Alcoholism” series. 








George C. MecConnaughey, former FCC chairman, shuttered the 
D.C. law firm of McConnaughey, Sutton & L'Heureux, in which he was 
a partner. Reason given was demands of his Columbus (O.) law firm, 
plus fact that L’Heureux had bowed out to teach law. 

McConnaughey was a witness past April before House Legislative 
Oversight Committee during its probe of Channel 10, Miami. At that 
time, he was questioned intensively on his contacts with the White 
House during his chairmanship of the Commission. He insisted these 
contacts, other than strictly routine, were related to security matters, 
He also stated, under questioning, that Secretary of Commerce Weeks 
had not tried to influence him on award of a hotly contested channel 
in Boston. 





A 27-minute documentary on “The Story of America’s Cup” will be 
made available to tv stations as well as theatrically after June 15 
through Association Films. Produced by Transfilm Inc. and presented 
by Thomas J. Lipton Inc., the featurette recounts the 86-year history 
of the famed yachting trophy. Much of the footage obviously is de- 
voted to the many challenges of Sir Thomas Lipton which provoked 
some wags to remark: “There's many a slip bewteen the cup and the 
Lipton.” 

Film was handed an impressive preem last Wednesday (28) at the 
Sert Room of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, N. Y. Hume Cronyn emceed 
the affair which was attended by some 600 devotees of Scotch, spin- 
nakers and slivovitz. Based on a script by Fred Freed, color docu- 
mentary was produced by Thomas Whitesell. Shepard Traube and 
Charles Wasserman directed. Cast is headed by Kenneth Kakos, a 
small boy who's told the cup’s history by skipper Richard Kendrick 
in a yacht club locker room. 








WOR-Mutual newscaster Westbrook Van Voorhis will host a free 
|concert of the 70-member United Nations Chorus at his New Milford, 
Conn., farm on Saturday (7). 

The chorus is made up of members of various delegations to the 
U.N., as well as some American employes of the world organization. 
Project is. being underwritten by Van Voorhis and interested citizens 
| in the New Milford area. The concert begins at 5 p.m. 





| Chicago educational station WTTW is prepping a live dramatic series 
lfor next fall from half-hour original scripts submitted in a national 
writing contest. Station is sponsoring the competition in collaboration 
with an organization known as Video-Stage '58, and winning scripts are 
promised only a performance on the station with all rights thereafter 
reverting to the authors. 

Final judging will be done by CBS producer Fred Coe, NBC educa- 
tional producer Brice Howard, and U. of Michigan’s Edward Stasheff, 
who is program associate of Educational Television and Radio Center. 
Contest deadlines Oct. 31. 

) 





Signs of the times dept.: the 1958 yearbook of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica Jr., just out, has a four-page article on “westerns on tv.” 
Article was penned by Stuart N. Lake, biographer of Wyatt Earp and 
consultant on the Bob Sisk-Lou Edelman tv series of the same title. 
Piece takes up such entries as “Earp” (natch), “Gunsmoke,” “Jim 
Bowie,” “The Californians,” etc. 





Affection of Puerto Ricans for the late comedian Ramon Ortiz del 
Rivero popularly known as Diplo was expressed early this year by the 
dedication of the Commonwealth's $350,000 building, which houses 
its radio and tv station, to his memory. Described as the Puerto Rican 
equivalent of Cantinflas, Diplo, who died two years ago had travelled 
nearly every small hamlet on the island. He performed in all media 
and in shows called Bufanos Cubanos, which have some of the character- 
istics of Commedia del Arte. A bronze plaque memorializing the actor 


is at the entrance to the new station. 
Radiophonic Workshop 





| 


AFN Into, France 


a famous person, actual or mythi-| 





Paris, June 3. 

| The U.S. Armed Forces Network 
| began beamings inside France this 
| week for the first time since the 
war. After World War II all trans- 
|}mitters were moved to Germany, 
| and now they are back here to 
service only the French areas con- 
taining- Yank troops. 

Though there are about 30 AFN 
setups in Germany, powerful 
enough to be heard in most Euro- 
pean countries, AFN decided to 
have its own radio web within 
France. Transmitters in operation 
here, not revealed due to security 
reasons, are believed to be in Metz, 








London, June 3. 
The BBC has set up a Radio- 
phonic Workshop to give added 
weight to its radio and tv drama 
productions. Claimed to be the 
first of its kind in Britain, it’s de- 
signed to provide an aid to produc- 
tions which neither music nor con- 

ventional sound effects can give. 
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FOR SALE 
Remodeled carriage house on 3 
high acres. Unuseal 30° x 40° liv- 
ing room. 4 bedrooms, 2'/: baths. 
Large attached garage. Space for 
studio. Commuting via New Can- 


























La Rochelle, Orleans, Bordeaux |] eggs, $39,500. IDlewood 8-6436. 
and Chateuaroux. 
SOMETHIN’ SMITH 
4 and THE REDHEADS 


Wednesdays, 7:30-8 P.M. 


“SING ALONG” 
CBS-TV 


and Concurrently 
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PETRILLO ‘BLESSES’ KENIN 





Col Pegs New Sales Plan for Singles, 
Albums on Revised Return Privileges 





Columbia Records has devised a¢ 


new sales program for its singles 
and album product. The new pro- 
gram was instituted by Bill Gal- 
lagher since taking over the top 
sales spot from Hal Cook who 
joined the Warner Bros. disk op- 
eration a few weeks ago. 

New sales pattern eliminates the 
dealer’s 5% return privilege and 
ups the Columbia distributors’ re- 
turn privilege from 2% to 4%. 
Reasoning behind this move, ac- 
cording to Col sales execs, is that 
dealer return privilege has become 
unnecessary because virtually ev- 
erything is going out on a guaran- 
tee basis. Move further is aimed 
at giving the distributor more con- 
trol and freedom in the singles 
selling operation although Col con- 
tinues to assume the liability on 
the releases. 

Under the new policy, company 
will also send out advance copies 
of the singles disks for the distribs 
to decide on how many they want 
to order. Special forms also. will 
be sent to the distribs to be re- 
turned te the homeoffice with in- 
formational data on how the disks 
have been received and/or are sell- 
ing in the particular market. The 
forms will be studied to direct the 
diskery’s manufacturing plans on 
a disk. There'll also be no more 
instructions from the homeoffice 
for a distributor to work on a spe- 
cifie side and the diskery also will 


Tops’ $5-Mil Suit 





try to eliminate a promotional 
fight between the two sides of a 
record. 
Gallagher also has reshuffled his 
(Continued on page 60) 


Max Gordon’s Inventory 


On Village Vanguard's 
Ist Year as Jazz Spot 


After one year of running the 
Village Vanguard in New York’s 
Greenwich Village as a jabb club, 
boniface Max Gordon admits that 
he’s still learning about jazz. “I'm 
no erudite scholar of jazz,” he says, 
“in fact, those scholarly pronounce- 
ments made on the subject by so- 
talled pontifical experts bore me.” 
What Gordon has learned, though, 
is that jazz has refreshed and re- 
vitalized the old Vanguard with a 
new generation of customers plus 
some of the oldtimers who came 
in from suburbia for comedians 
like Mort Sahil and Irwin Corey 
whom he has paired with the jazz 
groups. 

Gordon also states that a group 
that creates a big noise on the 
Coast and brings out extravagant 
praise from the jazz pundits can fall 
flat in the east. He adds that a 
group that sounds great on a rec- 
erd doesn’t always make it in a 
room. He says that jazz experi- 
menters like the Modern Jaz 
Quartet, Charlie Mingus, Horace 
Silver, Jimmy Giuffre, etc., need 
to be booked with a known act 
like Sahl or Corey to keep up the 
business. 

During the past year Gordon 
brought back to New York after a 
long absence combos headed by 
Chico Hamilton, Jimmy Giuffre, 
Ben Webster and Stan Getz. He 
also debuted the new duo of Char- 
lie Mingus, & Phineas Newborn, 
and a group headed by Sonny 
Rollins. 

In addition to a solid continuous 
evening biz, Gordon's been able to 
fill the room with special Sunday 
matinee jazz concerts at a 99c ad- 
mission charge and such offbeat 
Sunday night events as Langston 
Hughes poetry readings and a John 
Cage concert. 


Belle Isle’s Concerts 
Detroit, June 3. 
The 52-piece Belle Isle Concert 
Band, under the direction of 
Leonard B. Smith, will begin an 
eight-week season Sunday (8) with 
performances six days a week at 
the Belle Isle band shell. 
Last year 250,000 attended the 
free concerts which are sponsored 
by Detroit's Dept. of Parks and 








Jack’s Dilemmon 
Hollywood, June 3. 
Ex-pro pianist Jack Lem- 
mon took up acting to get away 
from music—but found it’s not 
that easy. Since arriving here 
in 1954, Lemmon has had to 
master the harmonica for the 
film, “Fire Down Below”; 
bongo drums for “Bell, Book 
and Candle”; ukulele for “Miss 
Casey Jones,” and the bass 
fiddle for the upcoming “Some 
Like It Hot.” 
Actor recently waxed a 
piano-vocal album, “Twist of 


Lemmon,” for Epic. 
| 











Vs. WB, Pubberies 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Tops Records, previously sued 
by various music publishers for 
alleged copyright infringement, 
struck back with,a cross-complaint 
for damages totalling $5,000,000 
against the companies in a Federal! 
Court suit. 
Diskery charged @ conspiracy on | 
the part of Warner Bros. Pictures 
and various music firms to put the 
label out of business. Claimed 
conspiracy violates antitrust laws, 
also slander of the business repu- 
tation of Tops. 

Named as cross-defendants with 
Warners were its subsid, Music 
Publishers Holding Corp., Harms 
Inc., New World Music, Redart Mu- 
sic, Shubert Music, Remick Music, 
Advance Music, M. Widmark & 
Sons, Atlas Music. Suit charges 
MPHC, WB subsid, has holdings 
in other companies, 


VICTOR PACTS CUGAT; 
MAPS 35TH ANNI SET 


- Xavier Cugat has switched from 
the Columbia to the RCA Victor 
banner. The bandleader is now 
under the same recording flag as 
his wife, singer Abbe Lane. 
Victor plans to start cutting an 
album session with Cugat within | 
the next two weeks for release in 








anniversary in show business. La- 
bel also plans to team’ up Cugat | 
and his wife in several album 
projects. | 





ENDORSES HIM AS 
AFM SUCCESSOR 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 
Philadelphia, June 3. 

After James C. Petrillo laid 
down his baton as chief of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
in a tear-drenched speech at un- 
ion’s 61st annual convention today 
(Tues.) at Convention Hall here, 
the spotlight shifted to the two 
candidates for the prexy’s post— 
Herman D. Kenin, exec board 
member from Portland, Ore., and 
Al Manuti, head of New York's 
Local 802. 

As a result of Petrillo’s strong 
endorsement of Kenin, latter 
emerged as the odds-on favorite to 


+ 
° 





Zenith’s Stereo Bow 
Chicago, June 3. 

Zenith Radio Corp. entered | 
the stereo sweepstakes yester- | 
day (Mon.) with a new line of 
machines introduced here by 
L. C. Truesdell, v.p. and sales | 
chief, at the company’s na- | 
tional convention of distribu- | 
tors. . The Zenith line com- 
prises 37 instruments, 15 of 
which have separated stereo 








cop the majority of votes to be 
cast by the 12,000 delegates in se- | 
cret balloting tomorrow (Wed.). | 
Petrillo, at first, played coy, re- | 
fusing to make any recommenda- | 
tions on his successor unless or- | 
dered to do so by a majority. Aft- 
er getting the greenlight in a 
voice vote marked by a scattering 
of “no’s,” Petrillo urged the elec- 
tion of Kenin, a former Portland | 
lawyer and fiddler who has been on 
AFM exec board since 1943. 
Petrillo’s resignation, which no- 
body fully believed in until his 
final declaration, was made in the 
face of a five-minute demonstra- | 


| tion by the delegates who paraded ; 


through Convention Hall 
signs pleading “Jimmy, 
Leave Us” and “Please Stay, Jim- | 
my.” Petrillo, however, flatly de- | 
clined the nomination for a 19th 
consecutive term. 
Others Renominated 

Other International officers were 
renominated without opposition 
and hence elected. They included 
Charles L. Bagley, as viceprexy; 
Leo Cluesmann, secretary, and 
George V. Clancy, treasurer. 

While Kenin now benefits by the 
important advantage of Petrillo’s 
blessing, the odds on Manuti had | 
been more favorable during the 
opening day of the convention. | 
Manuti has heen pledged the sup- | 
port of the Hollywood delegation, | 
headed by Local 47 prexy Eliot | 
Daniel, as well as picking up prom- 
issory votes from other delegates | 
around the country. Another early | 
factor in Manuti’s favor was) 
the friendly tone toward Local 802 
which Petrillo adopted in his open- | 
ing report to the conclave. But | 
whether Manuti’s strength will he | 
sufficient to overtake Kennin's | 


with | 


on the international executive | 
board and Petrillo’s support, was 
considered doubtful even by many | 

(Continued on page 59) | 


sound systems. 

Truesdell told the conclave 
that stereo hi-fi record-play- 
ing introduced “an exciting 
new era in recorded entertain- 
ment for the home.” 


Stereo in Boxseat 


At Chi July Show 


Stereo will be in the spotlight 
at the 57th annual music industry 
trade show opening at the Pa!mer 











by the National Assn. of Music 
Merchants. Most of the leading 
phonograph companies are due to 
be represented at the conclave. 

Arno H. Johnson, v.p. of the J. 
Walter Thompson agency and an 
economist, will be among the 
speakers at the convention and will 
discuss the influences affecting the 
music biz. 


MGM’S MAXIN 0’SEAS 
FOR AFFILIATE TALKS 


Arnold Maxin, MGM _ Records 
prexy, leaves for Europe June 9 
for an 0.0, of label’s EMI (Electric 
& Musical Industries) affiliation. 
British EMI distributes the MGM 
disks abroad. 





Also during his overseas trek, | 


Maxin plans to visit Metro’s film 
exchanges there and to scout for 
the purchase of masters and tapes 


October with a tieup to his 35th | lead, as a result of his long tenure | for U. S. release. His itinerary in- 


cludes England, France, Germany, 
Rome and Brussels. 

He’s due back at his New York 
desk after a three-week trek. 
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‘Vinylite Decade’ Moves Over For 
‘Stereo Era’; RCA Preems Its Line, 
Sees $1,000,000 Disk-Tape Future 


The “Vinylite Decade’—the 10 
years since 1948 when the intro- 
duction of the 33 and 45 rpm 
speeds revolutionized the disk biz 
and lifted it to new peaks—is now 
“stereophonic 
era.” Both on disks and tapes, 
stereo now is pointing at new eco- 
nomic horizons for the music-at- 
home industries. 

In a foreshadowing of things to 
|}come, RCA Victor became the first 
major company to unveil its stereo 
| product last week with a compre- 

hensive program encompassing 
| disks, tapes, phonographs and tape 
| machines. Victor's multi-pronged 
| move into stereo, with a big send- 
| off by the top execs in various con- 
|} Sumer products divisions, was sig- 
| nificant for the rest of the indus- 
| try insofar as it indicated that 
| RCA has pencilled in a major pro- 
motional push in this direction 
| Sufficient to make deep impact on 
the buying public starting in the 
| next couple of months. 
| ‘An Enveloping Dimension’ 


On the disk front, RCA Victor's 
| George R. Marek, likened the ad- 
j;vent of stereo to the new type 
| of wide screen used in film houses. 
| “Stereo,” he said, “has an envelop- 


Don’t House, Chicago, July 21, sponsored | ing dimension” and “it brings us 


(Continued on page 59) 


New Postal Law Sets 
Book Rate for Sheet 
Music at Big Savings 

The music industry looks to a 
considerable saving via the enact- 
ment of a new postal rate law per- 
taining to sheet music signed by 
President Eisenhower last week 
(27). The new law will allow sheet 
music to be sent through the mails 
at book rates rather than at the 
zoned parcel post rates now in ef- 
fect. The reduction goes into ef- 
| fect Aug. 1. 

The pitch for the sheet music 
shipment reduction was launched 
|in 1953 by Leonard Feist, then 
|prexy of the Music Publishers’ 
Assn., standard publishers organ- 
ization. At that time, sheet music 
alone of all educational, cultural 
and informational publications was 
granted no special postal rates. 
Feist established a Music Postage 
Committee to pitch against this in- 
equity. 

Orgs which participated with 
MPA in the camjaign were the 
American Academy of Teachers of 
Singing, American Accordionists 




















Assn., American Composers Alli- 
ance, American Music Center, 
|American Music Conference, 
alr . = | oa os | American String Teachers Assn., 
2 gic 5 6 _* and the American Symphony Or- 
ols - ois o = | chestra League among others. 
Man i of retail sheet music =i3\i¢ £i¢ ig a2|~ 
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_ |Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 





Ames Bros. (RCA Victor): 
“STAY” (Planetary*) is a strong 
ballad, niftily delivered, and sure- 
fire for big returns on all levels. 
“LITTLE SERENADE” (Peter 
Maurice*) builds into an okay pro- 
gramming item in a gay melodic 
fashion. 

Johnny Mathis (Columbia): “A 
CERTAIN SMILE” (Miller*) shapes 
as another winner for Johnny 
Mathis. Title song from the 20th- 
Fox pic has a solid ballad feel 
that’s right up crooner’s romantic 
paping alley. “LET IT RAIN” 
(Harms*) has as interesting ballad 
angle that works into a highly spin- 
nable side. 











in a big ballad groove and he fills 
it ta com 
rry Dene (London): “STAIR- 
way % OF LOVE” (Leeds*) steps 
along brightly enough M4 win jock 
and juke plays. “LOVE R LOVE 
(E. B. Marks?) hits a brisk beat in 
a folk-style way that Terry Dene 
develops into an okay spinning bet. 
Jaye P. Morgan (RCA Victor): “I 
KNOW, I KN W, I KNOW” (Mel- 
rose*) is a rhythmic ballad that 
gets a spinning chance because of 
Jaye P. Morgan’s crisp delivery 
with a vocal assist from the Mor- 
gan Bros. “I LOVE YOU SO MUCH 
IT HURTS” (Melody Lane?) has a 
good rhythmic line that should| 








"LAWRENCE WELK 
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Best Bets 


BW “My Dear One” (BR No. 55058) 
pS mr Been eee STAY Be ” 
WHAT YOU TOLD ME” (Ram- 
(RCA Victor) eee ress eeeeeeseeseces . . Little Serenade Bed*) has a wild rocking flavor 
SOMMNT TEMES ooo oS eccccccccse tw ekeae ww CERTAIN SMILE ra will ae the eer ts 
PPT £3 62% 5 Sb Led d icooss pee paoeks the CET Rai nore ues 
sa ear sgr a toc “SWEET KISSIN’ BABY” (Sing *n 
MORTY CRAFT ORCH .......... 600060664620409849 PATRICIA Dance*) has a rhythmic twang that 
(MGM)... 2. is ar seeeeeee.- Pagan Love Song could interest some _ spinners. 
BILLY VAUGHN ORCH ..................... SINGING HILLS | “THAT SPRINGTIME IN VEN- 
ICE” (Pleasant*) travels at an 
A bet a ee PATE ORES FE 5. Chimes of Arcady easygoing ballad pace that doesn’t 
SAMICE TBR ioc ck coe cvescdis<- HANDS ACROSS THE SEA usually attract too much attention. 
aS te kd. Fede the da tbecseteit 2isibvceks i 
(Capitol) .. Devotion \* ASCAP. ‘+ BMI. 
TE WN oa Saka cde ds des. tissthidbnre CHECKERS | 
NG heats ate ete oie ee eed Each Time I Hold You 





Morty Craft Orch MGM): “PA- 
TRICIA” (Southern*t) will swing 
right into the hit brackets because 
of the topnotch sound and intrigu- 
ing melodic beat. “PAGAN LOVE 
SONG” ‘Robbins*) is a hettempoed 
instrumental workover of a stand- 
ard. item. 


Billy Vaughn Orch (Dot): “SING- 
ING HILLS” (Joy*) should roll 
along the-spinning tables for top 
play in the instrumental field. 
“CHIMES OF ARCADY” has the 
instrumental beat that attracts oc- 
casional play. 


Janice Harper (CapitoD: 
“HANDS ACROSS THE SEA” 
(Zodiac*) is bound to get a grip on 
the spinners because of Janice 
Harper's strong vocal treatment of 
a belting-styled ballad. “DEVO- 
TION” (Sounds Music - Modern 
Music*) is a pretty ballad that 
thrush builds into an ear-catcher. 


The Sophomeres (Dawn): 
“CHECKERS” (Cheriot) could 
—_ into the hot spinning circuit 

cause of a beat and a lyric idea 
that the youngsters understand. 
“FACH TIME I HOLD YOU” 
(Cherio*) is fashioned along rou- 
tine rocking lines. 


Patti Page (Mercury): “LEFT 
RIGHT OUT OF YOUR HEART” 
(Shapiro, Bernstein*) has a happy 
marching quality that will move 
it along the spinning circuit. 
“LONGING TO HOLD YOU 
AGAIN” (Lear*) is a fair ballad 
that will get its spinning share 
because of Patti Page's handling. 


Sunny Gale (Decca): ““A’ CER- 
TAIN SMILE” (Miller*) gets an- 
other good going over by this full- 
throated songstress. “JUST 
FRIENDS” (Robbins*) could win 
a lot of triends because of thrush’s 
treatment of the big-ballad style. 


Eddie Cochran (Liberty): “TE- 
RESA" (Eddie Shaw*) bounces at 
ar easy rocking a that’s good 
for juke play. “PRETTY GIRI.” 
(American?) moves fast pT to 
get good spinning returns. 

Larry Williams (Specialty): 
“THE DUMMY” (Venice*) feeds 
the rock 'n’ rollers the same old 
dish. “HOOTCHY-KOO” (Venice7) 
is a noisy item that the kids may 
siart to request. 

Faron Young (Capitol): “ALONE 
WITH YOU” pc coal has a 


nice swinging coun mood. 
“EVERY TIME IM KISSING 
YOU" (Four Star Sales*) 


Faron Young in a country-b ne 
pattern that will draw in the al- 
falfa areas. 

Chris Connor (Atlantic): “UN- 
DER PARIS SKIES” (Leeds*) gets 


a solid interpretation for adult 
ockey »rogramming. “MOON 
tIDE” (Walden*) doesn’t get too 


far in melody or lyric idea. 

Jose Melis (Seeco): “BRIGHT 
LIGHTS OF BRUSSELS" 
(Bourne*) is a brightly keyboarded 
by Jose Melis for an okay spinning 

otential. “SWEET AND LOVE- 

Y”" (Robbins*) features more of 
Melis’ fingerwork along pleasing 
melodic lines. 

Billy Eckstine (Mercury): “VER- 
T{GO” (Famous*) spins at an ex- 
citing pace that could w'n over a 
lot of jocks.) “IN THE RAIN” 


(Kahl*) puts Billy Eckstine back 


And His Champagne Music Present 
THE LENNON SISTERS 
AND PETE FOUNTAIN 

On Brunswick “Mr Clarinet Man” 











So 
_ British Pop Reviews 


win over some of the spinners. 





The Costaleers (Felsted): “MY, 
BULL FIGHTIN’ BABY” (Fel-| 
stedt) cracks along at a rocking) London, June 3. 
gait that’s pegged for juke atten-| Geoff Love Orch (Columbia): 
tion. “LONELY BOY” (Felsted*)| “WHEREVER YOU ARE” (South- 


has the r’n’r ballad blending that! ern) is a smooth French piece in a 
goes over in some markets. | lilting waltz time which should 
The Crickets (Brunswick): }earn plays. An evocative piece of 


“FOOL’S PARADISE” (Nor Va | lepre-corn is Eddie Horan’s 
Jakt+) falls into the fast rocking | STORY OF IRELAND” (B. F. 


groove that the Crickets know how | Wood), which makes a strong 
to work into stickout juke fodder. | °°UPling. 
“THINK IT OVER” (Cedarwoodt)! Paul Beattie (Parlophone): 


“NOTHING SO STRANGE” (Dash) 
| brings a new name to ee 
2 os | Beattie has a strong voice which is 

Joe_ Douglas (Epic): * GOOD-| wasted on the monotony of this 
House?) has a pleasant, quiet bal- | (ePae) has Beattie on a Presley 
tad mood but toot #0, Searing, Pr | kick 

entia * } . 

OME (arma) gets an updating) Jobe Frmer (Misr TROLLEY 


it didn't really ne 
which gets a competent readin 

Page Sisters (Liberty): “IF | from film thesp Fraser. “DON’ 
THEY ONLY KNEW” (Rikpage*)| TAKE YOUR LOVE FROM ME” 
works a familiar beat into a like-| (Feldman) is much too intense and 
able side for the teen trade. | affected. 

“DREAM BOY” (Rikpage*) has the 
sound that seems to grip the 
younger set. 

Al Martino (Verve): “DON’T 
FORG TOIGHT TOMORROW” 
(Robbifis*) puts Al Martino in an 
okay ballad setting that some of 
the jocks may decide to toy with. 
“WHISPERING” (Fred _ Fisher*) 
gets a likable revival in Martino’s 
hands. 

Billy Duke & The Dukes (Date): 
“ROLAND” (Eastwickt) makes a 
lot of noise with a message that 
only the teeners could understand. 


has a rocking-blues feel that may 
get it some play. 


Don Harper Quintet (Nixa): 
“EASY GOIN’” (Southern) spot- 
lights Harper’s violin with trom- 
bonist George Chisholm against 
smooth. swinging rhythm backing. 
The unusual sound can earn plays 
for novelty value. “I MAY BE 
WRONG” (Lawrence Wright) gets 
a new lease of life. 

Petula Clark (Nixa): “BABY 
LOVER” (Essex) is a lively Latin 
piece well delightfully sung by 
Miss Clark. “LITTLE BLUE MAN” 
(Leeds) is quietly amusing 4 ag 
like that sort of thing. 








Goody's Album Bestsellers 


(Compiled by Sam Goody’s, 


leading New York disk retailer 


whose global mail order operation reflects not only the national 


market, but internationally). 


Artist Title Label 

1. Original Cast The Music Man Capitol 
2. Original Cast West Side Story Columbia 
3. Original Cast My Fair Lady Columbia 
4. Sound Track Around World 80 Days Decca 

5. Moiseyev Folk Ballet Russian Folk Dances Epic 

6. Mantovani Gems Forever London 
1. Eydie Gorme Vamps The Roaring 20's ABC-Par 
8. Lester Lanin At the Tiffany Ball Epic 

9. Mantovani Concert Encores London 
10. Ella Fitzgerald Sings Rodgers & Hart Verve 
11. Original Cast South Pacific Columbia 
12. Frank Sinatra Come Fly With Me Capitol 
13. Original Cast Oh Captain! Columbia 
14. The Weavers On Tour Vanguard 
15. Ella Fitzgerald Sings Duke Ellington Verve 

16. Edmundo Kos Rhythms of the South London 
11. Terry & Seeger Pete & Sonny Folkways 
18. Xavier Cugat Cugat’s Cavalcade Columbia 
19. Johnny Mathis Goodnight Dear Lord Columbia 
20. Coney Island Carousel Catch the Brass Ring Mirrosonic 


Album Reviews 


Elia Fitzgerald: “The First Lad; 
of Song” (Decca). Although Ella 
Fitzgerald left the Decca mill 
several years ago for a fling with 
the Verve line, she left the Decca 
people with a lot of her groovings |‘ 
in the vaults. This package is a 
sampling of her Decca efforts from 
“That’s My Desire” (1947) to “My 
One And Only Love” (1955). In 
the years between she cut such as 
“I've Got The World On A String” 


(1950), “Careless” (1953) and “A 
Satisfied Mind” (1955) among 
others. In all it’s a nifty addition 


for the Fitzgerald fanciers. 

Frank Sinatra-Tommy Dorsey: 
“Frankie and Tommy” (RCA) Vic- 
tor). For those who still have that 
nostaligic feel for the days of the 
big bands and the band singers, 
this album fits the bill. Recorded 
in the early 1940's, set shows the 
late TD in top form and FS in 
growing form. It’s mostly a show- 
casing for Dorsey but Sinatra does 
manage to get some good licks in 
with such memorable items as “Oh! 
Look At Me Now,” “This Love Of 
Mine” and “There Are Such 
Things.” The top sidemen blowing 
with TD then add to the luster of 
the package. 

Ray Conniff Orch: “’S Awful 
Nice” (Columbia). Ray Conniff 
came up with a clicko spinning 
formula when he conceived the 
“'S Wonderful” package and fol-; 
luwed up handily with “’S Marve- 
lous.” This is his third try with 
the same formula and it’s still 
working to his advantage. With a 
solid repertoire, imaginative ar- 
rangements and topnotch blendin 
of musical instruments and chora 
group, Conniff has again developed 
a package that will roll on the con- 
sumer and deejay levels. 

June Christy: “This Is June 
Christy” (Capitol). Although June 
Christy is a graduate of the “cool 
school,” she never hasn't gotten 
too far out and when she tackles 
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3 1. ALL I HAVE TO DO IS DREAM (6) ..............0ceeeeeee . Everly Bros. .....0.-- Cadence 
ee POND: ...:, «<0 ss aa vc cacedaceeeuvevdvabes ous David Seville .......... Liberty 
; EID 2... oc bdcc vessdannenbesdcbessdscveced Plotters | ..'.. © .ccoes- Mercury 
4 * 
; IIIINEE BID = 5... noc cocscosctwarecdenedied | Fomtane Skee A ada ii bv 
z CED... 0.0.0.0 Pus Fociee donb deen ckene ees oeeen Dean Martin ....... -...Capitol 
EEE OD |... oc eccessesvccencesecoucvouvessesves Wb Gates 6. scddineclecces Dot 
z nn hin ois onc b.salesanseeenebesedandudsruetbaeen Jimmie Rodgers........ Roulette 
ee ED TOP b0.s oo ss ie de cons esuneoei Vemedeescees aren, CR oa! . pennan Victor 
~ 9. WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HANDS (10) .............000ee eee Laurie London ......... Capitol 
ere SN UTOMIOUR ODE, oie cede c's’ osvecd alg dale cvaevediees Elvis Presley .........+- Victor 
2 

;  gaedaid thet 

Pe PD SRO Hi. os cece cteecednocesevceseseveper Sheb Wooley ........... MGM 
RN teks 252s v3 Lod as ob seces ed eanaeeteerenmaaen 4 Preps ..- Capitol 
3} DO You (ESSE ORME IL RR Bobby Freeman .,........ Josie 
UY s,s. ssa eden ih ebresdudendiaactiaseckbas Don Gibson ......++.+.. Victor 
NES ee ee La. A oo AE of Link Wray .......e00+: Cadence 
ON scccovas ss svavesncteasveesscepmentoueels . Clyde McPhatter ...... Atlantic 
I ea sss voce vse’ ecu cv dadoccvaeveucdaennce Jan & Arnie .,...ces0.-. Arwin 
; EERE LO OILS EAL TE Kathy Linden .....+..-- Felsted 
z si 6 Sng oto nd on ee ass 4 dakbaeetanakie debi Ed Townsend ..'......... Capitol 
z IG «sw ockie c.s.0coca wou we ieatan) dacwpeet ards ewan Nat King Cole ........ Capitol 
; [Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 
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a swinger or a ballad it can be ap- 
preciated by squares and hipsters 
alike. In this set she’s working 
with Pete Rugolo arrangements 
ard the pairing makes much of 

‘I'll Remember April, 2 “You Took 
Advantage of Me” and “Get Hap- 
py,” to name a few. 

Paul Anka (ABC-Paramount), 
Still in his teens, Paul Anka has 
made a major dent in the pop 
singles market with his “Diana” 
om. The pop album bestseller 

t may not be so easy for him to 
crack, however. “Diana” is in the 
package along some nifty oldies 
and Anka has a vigorous style and 
vocal drive that makes his work 
exciting, but it’s still mainly a 
teener attraction. 

Martin Denny: “Forbidden Is- 
land” (Liberty). Martin Denny. is 
sound-conscieus and so apparently 
are the consumers who've put his 
two “Exotics” albums on the best- 
seller lists. The pattern is continu- 
ed with “Forbidden Island” and 
stresses the romantic, pulsating 
beat of the Polynesians. He toys 
with a lot of original stuff but even 
when he gets into Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein's “Bali Hai” and “March 
Of The Siamese Children” or Les 
Baxter's “Port Au Prince” it’s as 
though it were never done before. 
Denny’s music is an acquired taste 
which a lot of people seem to have 
acquired 

The Merrill Staton Choir: “Mov- 
in’ West” (Epic). Along with Amer- 
ica’s frontier push came a flock of 
songs that have become a part of 
American folklore and in this 
package the Merrill Staton Choir 
handles ‘em all with proper feel- 
ing for time and place, For this 
kset of western music the group has 
corralled such tunes as “Buffalo 
Gals,” “Home On The Range,” 
“Jesse James,” “Green Grow The 
Lilies” and “Goodbye Ol’ Paint.” 
You don’t have to be wearing a 
10-gallon hat to appreciate them, 
og i 

y Olsen: “I w Where 
re Gein Going” (RCA V 7. This is 
Dorothy Olsen’s push for the pop 
public, after spending years re- 
cording in the kiddie and folk 
fields, and it could work. Her 
musical khow-how is_ evident 
throughout, which is more than 
can be said about the arrange- 
ments or accompaniment, and she 
comes through as a thoughtful and 
intriguing vocalist despite the 
background barrier. Occasionally 
the “boys in the band” are on the 
right track, as in “Innismore” but 
they lose their way with “I Know 
Where I'm Going” and “Must I 
Go Bound.” 

Stan Kenten Orch: “Back Te 
Balboa” (Capitol). This is a sequel 
to “Rendezvous With Kenton” and 
contains the zestful and imagina- 
tive instrumentalizing that usually 
goes into the Kenton works. It 
was recorded on location at the 
Rendezvous Ballroom in Balboa, 
Calif., and it seems that the spirit 
was with him when the recording 
mikes were up. 

Frankie Lymon: “Rock ’n’ Roll” 
(Roulette). Little Frankie Lymon 
made a big splash with teenage 
disk mob in 1955 with “Why De 
Fools Fall In Love.” He's been 

put to top his initialer since 
but he has retained the rocking 
drive that appeals to the younger 
set. There are a lot of familiar 
r’n'r items here, most of which 
were made popular by other 
diskers, but Lymon does well by 
them all. 

Mitch Miller and the Gang: 
“Sing Along With Mitch” (Colum- 
bia). This is a fun album for at- 





(Continued on page 60) 
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1958 As Kurt Weill’s Year 


The works of the late Kurt Weill are steadily being picked up 
for theatre, opera and concert revival due mainly to the flock of 
the composer’s diskings put out by Columbia Records. 

Col started the Weill revival pitch with an album of his tunes 
sung by Lotte Lenya, Weill’s widow. It then followed with Miss 
Lenya singing Weill’s “American Theatre Songs,” “Seven Deadby 
Sins,” and “Mahagonny.” The “Seven Deadly Sins” set stirred up 
George Balanchine’s interest. Latter plans to put it on at New 
York’s City Center in the fall. The “Mahagonny” package sparked 
Carmen Capalbe to initiate plans for an off-Broadway production. 
Capalbo, incidentally, also was instrumental in the renewed in- 
terest in Weill via his production (with Stanley Chase) of “The 
Threepenny Opera” at the off-Broadway Theatre de Lys. It’s now 
in its third year there. Miss Lenya also is planning a full-length 
disk version of the “Threepenny” for release in the fall in con- 
junction with the opera’s 30th anni. 

Also on the revival list for the fall is an operatic production of 
“Street Scene.” The Weill work was disked as an original cast 
album by Columbia when it was produced in 1947. Another recent 
Weill revival was “Lost In The Stars” which the City Center 
produced for its spring opera season. 

Miss Lenya is now scheduled for “An Evening of Kurt Weill” 
at New York’s Lewisohn Stadium July 31 and a shot on CBS-TV’s 
“Camera Three” at the end of June. She then plans to head back 
to Germany to record Weill’s “Berlin Requiem,” written to a text by 


_. Best Brecht. 








Freed and Ford Hold Hands on R&R 


Debate on New York’s 


Entente 


Alan Freed and Art Ford, two 
disk jockeys with apparently differ- 
ing slants on pop music, were 
scheduled to debate the question 
of “Does Anyone Get Hurt By 
Rock ‘n’ Roll” on WCBS-TV’s 
“Right Now” show Saturday (31) 
but they did a waltz together in- 
stead. 





- WCBS-TV Turns Into An °! the Child Study Assn., 


Cordial 


| 


In the half-hour gab session, 
Ford, billed as a rock ‘n’ ro!l foe, | 
failed to come up with any basic | 
criticism of that musical idiom, 
beyond stating that there was 
trash along with good stuff in it. 

Freed, on the other hand, hit 
hard in defense of the musical 
beat which he was mainly respon- 








sible for introducing into the pop 


market. Alluding to the recent 
outcries against rock ’n’ roll in 
Boston and other spots, he said 
that adults who were blaming the 
beat for everything but the French 
political crisis were ducking their 
responsibilities toward juveniles. 

Freed admitted that there was a 
lot of “junky stuff in r'n’r three 
or four years ago, but said the 
quality of the music had im- 
proved considerably since then. He 
attempted to pin some of the 
blame for anti-rock hysteria on 
ASCAP, but didn’t explore this 
angle very far. 

Ford, who said he didn’t play 
rock ‘n’ roll because he wanted to 
appeal to an older audience, sug- 
gested that Freed “steer the ship 
carefully” since he had so much 
influence over the kids. Freed re- 
torted that he never played or 
produced anything that was not 
|wholesome enough for his own 
\children. He said that his comments 
|during the recent Boston show, 
| which was followed some miles 
away by a riot, were completely 
distorted. Freed flatly denied that 
j he precipitated any of the events 
which subsequently led to his in- 
dictment. ; 

A third panelist on the show, 
'A. D. Buchmeuller, exec director 
also 
came out against any banning of 
|rock ‘n’ roll. He warned that such 
mire Hil censorship could only 
stimulate more interest in such 
| music. Buchmueller observed that 
rock ‘n’ roll satisfied a juve need 
to shut out adults who don’t under- 
stand their problems. 

Ron Cochran, as moderator, 
tried to get some conflict out of 
the discussion, but the panelists 
were too intent on agreeing with 
each other. Herm. 








Bleyer Blasts Pub Angle-Shooters; 
‘Good Deals Rate Over ‘Good Songs’ 





-* The‘ 


Cliburn Set—in Texas 
Dallas, June 3. 

Van Cliburn, winner of the 
Moscow piano competition, 
will be soloist with the Dallas 
Symphony Orch here Nov. 29 
at State Fair Music Hall, and 
on Dec. 2 at Kilgore, Texas, 
Cliburn’s hometown. 

Cliburn’s appearance this 
fall is his second guest shot 
with the local symphony, with 
whom he was soloist in 1954. 
This time, as already adver- 
tised ‘and getting hefty re- 
sponse), the entire Music 
Hall’s lower floor is $5; bal- 
cony scaled from $3.50-$2. 








Cabot Label Continues 
Despite Wexler’s Exit 


Cabot Records, indie label 
launched a few years ago by Paul | 
Wexler, will continue operating | 
even though Wexler exits the disk- 
ery July 1 to move over to the Co- 


lumbia Pictures’ disk subsid, Col-|™ 


pix Records. The Cabot stockhold- | 
ers met in New York last week and 
voted against selling the firm. 

Wexler is looking for a replace- 
ment to head the Cabot operation. 

At Colpix, Wexler will head the 
label's eastern operation. Diskery 
activities will be directed by Jonie 
Taps, studio's music chief, on the 
Coast. 








‘angle’ philosophy that has 
| penetrated the music business dur- 
ing the past few years is having a 
|harmful effect on the industry. 
| That’s the feeling of Archie Bleyer, 
Cadence Records prexy, who be- 
|lieves that the publishers are kid- 
| ding themselves with the attitude 
that “wheeling and dealing” ean 
‘replace “thought and creativity.” 
Bleyer's blast-off was cued by a 
squawk made to him recently by a 
general professional manager of an 
old-line publishing firm because 
|Bleyer had turned down some 
tunes he had submitted for Ca- 
|dence_ etching. The manager 
'claimed that Cadence “owed” him 
|those recordings because his firm 
had given the diskery a royalty 
rate on an LP 
| According to Bleyer, the profes- 
|sional manager gaye no thought to 
|needs and/or style of the label's 
artists but just wanted recordings 
jon the basis of a previous royalty 
| rate “It seems,” adds Bleyer, 
“that many publishers today would 
rather make a deal than find a good 
sone.” 
| The Cadence prexy also rapped 
most of the publishing contingent 
because it has been operating un- 
| der the delusion that they can’t get 
ja song reeorded unless there’s a 
|payoff somewhere along the way. 
| It’s a fallaey that’s doing the busi- 
|ness no good, says Bleyer. “With- 
out songs,” he adds, “the record 
companies are not in business and 
the publishers should realize that 
they can get the product if they 
only apply themselves.” 

























































































































































































Bleyer also suggests that the 
publishers, who've steadily been 
wailing about the illegitimacy of 
| the record companies, clean up 
their own operation. There's no 
| need for payoffs, giveaways or sun- 

= eB. yy ra ‘dry other under-the-table tactics 
— © , o > ~ 
-~ © a Zaidis |eizie | to get a song recorded at Cadence, 
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22 cities and showing com x a B sicfigiz=iciz s18/Fielsgisisg l2is & | S| A [ihe said, “centered on deals, dis- 
parative sales rating for this © 21 Ssil we lifFiaié|2 3 & <|8/3s)5 =| >=/|6/| L || counts, exchange privileges, and 
and last week. ey}. 3 © ] ° 7 Eels slit ] ae TIiSle special considerations, but at no 
| Ss i ST z B19 | |> Q| ~| P [\time d‘d anyone mention creativity, 
< Y & | Tig z ziose 3 | J O {| artists’ needs, promotion and other 
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wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title z Bl£lz£lz | a Blais Ole inizia|”!s 
EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) ASCAP Moves Vs. 
1 1 AIL IT Have to Dols Dream... 1 1 1 2 2 #7 «1 3 2-3 .. ee S +: 8.2. os oe 
SHEB WOOLEY (MGM) 2 e 
2 4 Purple People Eater.......... O B-iss a eS ts A: ee lee BE e- ta 1 141 omg 
DAVID SEVILLE —s 3 
3 2__Witeh Doctor ___.... : 3_2 6 i 2 : 6 2_3 4 Ld 2 98 The American Society of Com- 
‘ DEAN MARTIN (Capitol posers, Authors & Publishers has 
4 3 -Retete Oe Oe. ...........:... hy tek OE Ae E 8 6 9 4 S $F 8 67 || adopted an amendment to its by- 
PLATTERS (Mercury) laws which will permit a sharp 
5 5 Twilight Time Stet. 46 sini hak 20. 2 8. Be 5 §& * . a. a .. 62] | crackdown on any member respon- 
Pe JIMMIE RODGERS (Roulette : pees ta sible for false logging reports. 
6 13 Secretly ' ae e 2.2 8 8 6 es Se 3 8 7 59 ey ery ae cere by ASCAP 
- prexy Paul Cunningham, empowers 
mes —— (Capitol 5 ay 0 62068 (°7 5 10 44 || the Society's complaint committee 
EE one RE REE : to initiate inquiries into any al- 
BOBBY FREEMAN (Josie) leged violations of the articles of 
8 11 . Do You Wanda Dance... 8 3. C4 oe  - 7 3 6 42 I| the association. 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ASCAP started its drive against 
9A 8 Wear wr My ee 6 4 8 8 8 4 .. 37 ]| the phony logging reports early 
LINK WRAY (Cadence) _ last year when the board of direc- 
So aS eee : 10 3 Re 4 9-30] Se ees 6 nee eee 
ng any member “w nduces or 
ART & DOTTY TODD (Era) - 2 -#+s 4 344) Precures a performing artist or 
11__® Chanson D'Amour ____. : : : 7 8 any other person to cause a li- 
JODY REYNOLDS (Demon) censee of the Society to submit a 
12 7 Endless Sleep Pe ES ee: 6 8 2 . ° oe 2 9 33 false report to the Society of per- 
PAT BOONE (Dot) formances.” The new amendment 
13A 10 Sugar Moon 1 7 ee oa iz. 10 6 5 284)| determines the procedure of the 
NAT KING COLE (Capitol) ’ E ss shh a alien pe hearing into an alleged violation. 
13B 16 Leoking Back ERS TS ee OM ee eee aes EP Re: 1 OBE Ope 
JAN & ARNIE (Arwin) FRIEDLANDER UPPED 
aE US ae eae > OD: « 5 a 8 __ 24 
LAURIE LONDON (Capitol) T0 UA DISK SALES MGR. 
“2 & 0D ee oa ee ee S-- F - ts Se ‘ 
: - — Buddy Friedlander has been 
DON GIBSON (Victor) |upped to the post of general sales 
17A 14 Qh Lonesome Me ........... * 4 9 7 6 21 = 
J LR. . | manager at United Artists Records. 
ED TOWNSEND — |He had been firm's national pro- 
17B 15 For Your Love... a2 . . . 4 + 8 7 21 motion director fer the past sev- 
CHUCK BERRY (Chess) jeral months. 
19A 21 Johnny.B. Goode ............ 10 8 @ iss 9 5 6 19 Kenny Luttman will take over 
CHUCK WILLIS (Atlantic) |the Friedlander vacancy as national 
19B 22 What Am I Living For... .... ea . g 4 19 \Seeear UA en Ms yee 
< oin after a stint wi e 
ms i peated (Capital) . . 8 13 || Epic and Mercury labels. Luttman, 
- — - for the past several years, had been 
BILL HALEY | (Decea) with the promotion departments of 
22A Skinny Minnie... _...-- : 3 7 12 Ti several New York distributors. 
JOHNNY OTIS (Capitol) | Most recently he was with Alpha 
22B Willie & The Hand Jive. .... ~ 6 12 | | Distributors. 
EYDIE GORME (ABC-Par) | Harold Friedman, and indie disk 
24 ; You Need Hands : 7 5 . 10 |) consultant, who helped launch the 
DION & BELMONTS ‘Laurie) - > UA salcs operation, will continue 
25 I Wonder Why 10 8 8 7 || as a consultant to the company on 
la freelance basis. 
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THE “LAZY MARY” MAN’S 
NEW ALBUM IS REALLY 3 


ON THE Mo i 


Lou Monte sings 12 songs in the top-selling “Lazy § f 





Mary” manner, each featuring both Italian and 


English lyrics. «+MAKE SURE TO ORDER NOW! 





RCAVICTOR 


LPM-1651 






Coming “ee Lou Monte’s new a “Sheil of Araby’? pitt 
“Eh, Marie! Eh, Marie P” 4720. 71265 
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Sir Louis Sterling Dies In London 
At 79; Former Head of Britain's EMI 





Sir Louis Sterling, 79, died June + 


Born in Manhattan on > M ye 
East Side, and a member s| 
Grand Street Boys, he ty Haan 
associated with the Columbia Pho- 
nograph Co. prior to the advent of | 
broadcastit.g. He it was who made 
the deal with Major J. Andrew! 
White of the pre-Paley CBS to} 
“sponsor” the then-new network 
which was also-ran to NBC. For 
about nine months, circa 1927, all 
time breaks announced “This is the | 
Columbia Phonograph Broadcast-! 
ing System.” That biliing ended | 
when Sterling cancelled the deal. 

Sterling moved to London, later 
becoming a British subject and was 
knighted, being associated not only 
in phonograph and music publish- 
ing but various other theatrical 
and industrial promotions, Active 
in British charities and a great 
host, his Sunday evenings at home 
and his Saturday luncheons at the 
Savoy were memorable for years. 
Even during the war period he 
contrived to keep up some sem- 
blance of his former style. He and 
Lady Sterling, who is currently 
quite ill in their home in Regent’s 
Park, had a vast acquaintance. 
Prior to the war and as soon there- 
after as financesy permitted, under 
Treasury rules, the Sterlings visit- 
ed the States, his forays always 
being very “social.” 

Sir Louis’ last public appearance 
in London was at the recent open- 
ing night of “My Fair Lady.” It 
was characteristic of his zest for 
special occasions, though the phys- 
ical strain was obvious. “They al- 
most had to carry him in,” said one 
Broadway showman, “but that was 
Louis Sterling—it was his perhaps 
last grand gesture.” 

Sterling gave $500,000 to Lon- 
don’s Metropolitan Hospital. A 
longtime friend of Lord Marks, 
chairman of the board of the Col- 
umbia Phonograph Co. of England, 
who was also treasurer of the 
Labor Party under Prime Minister 
Ramsay MacDonald, it was Marks 
who “nominated” the-man born on 
the lower East Side of New York 
for a knighthood. 

Sterling contributed generously 
to the Labor Party as he did dur- 
ing the war years when his posh 
Regent Park home was open to 
service men, particularly Yanks. 
In those days of shortages the last 
egg in the house—a luxury indeed 
— was certain to be some GI's 
breakfast. 

When Columbia Records sold 
out to Electric & Musical Indus- 
triés, the big British electronic 
cartel, Sterling became president 
of EMI but latterly has held direc- 
torships although, for a time, he 
was with Cossar, which manufac- 
tured musie boxes, phonograph 
cabinets and the like. 

Sterling was a close friend of 
Radio Corp. of Amevica board 
chairman David Sarnoff. When 
General Sarnoff acquired the Vic- 
tor Talking Machine Co. as an 
RCA adjunct he was more inti- 
mately’ threwn together with Sir 
Louis. Latter not only owned Col- 
umbia Records worldwide (at one 
time it also owned the American 
Columbia company) but in the 
United Kingdom he controlled His 
Master’s Voice, the British coun- 
terpart of Victor. Both ‘were pooled 
into Electric & Musical Industries. 
When Sterling became president of 
EMI, Alfred Clark was chairman 
of the board. 


2 in London after a long illness. | 


“But despite all his British suc-} 


cess his heart still belonged in 
Orchard Street, where he was born 
on the lower East Side of New 
York,” observes. Gen. Sarnoff. 

After his retirement from EMI— 
Sir Louis reportedly gave $1,000,- 
000 to his employees—he became 
associated with the British branch 
of the Warburg banking family but 
eased off as the creeping Paget's 
disease (drying-up of the bones) 
necessitated a lighter schedule, 
both business and charity. All 
told be gave away £1,000.000 
($2.800,000). 
‘He was also associated with 
Louis Dreyfus, head of the British 
branch of Chappell Music, as well 
as Max Dreyfus, the head of the 
American Chappell firm, which is 
prominent not only in publishing 
the top Broadway and West End 
legit musical scores, but also in 
financing them. 

His widow, Cissy, has been quite 
ill. Sir Louis also has a sister, Mrs. 


Roulette Finales Pacts 
Via Franco-lItalian Talks 


Roulette Records is winding up 
talks with disk companies in 
France and Italy to round out its 
global distribution setup. Foreign 
representation deals for Roulette 


|and its Gee and Rama subsids al- 
| ready 


have been concluded with 
Dansk Grammofon for Germany, 
Austria and Scandinavia, with Tru- 
tone for South Africa, with Lee 
Gordon Records for Australia, and 
with Phillip Warren Ltd. for New 
Zealand. 

Tice Records, another division of 
Roulette, has set the Matias Photo 
Shop in San Juan, Puerto Rico, as 
exclusive distributors of its Latin- 
American line and the Roulette, 
Gee and Rama releases for the en- 
tire islant. 





New Hub Label 

Boston, June 3. 
New label has been started here, 
Look Records, by Ruth Clenott, 
record promotion rep and formerly 
with Mutual Records Distributors 
promotion department. First re- 
lease is “Maybe You Wiil Be Mine” 
backed with “Cool, Cool Baby,” 
piped by locals Lucille Mollomo 
and Connie Marques. Both num- 
bers were written by Lucille Mol- 
lomo. 
Look disks will be distributed in 
New England by Don Dumont. 


|COL’S JUNE: PUT NEW 
COVERS ON OLD LP’S 


Columbia Records is stressing | 
the “new look” for its June re- 
lease schedule. Diskery has tapped 
|10 previously released LP's for 
new covers and a reselling push. | 

Col sales brass figure that new 
covers are new sales tools and can | 
come up for a new sales drive by 
retailers via display and promo-| 
tion techniques. In the “new look” | 
campaign are sets by Erroll Gar-| 
ner, Richard Tucker, the Philadel. | 
phia Symph, and the original cast 
album of “South Pacific,”” among 
others. 4 

Also in the June drive are new 
LP’s by Billie Holiday, Frank Com- 
stock orch, Xavier Cugat, Jimmy | 
Rushing, Ted Straeter and Guy | 
Mitchell. There will, also be a/ 
soundtrack set push on “The Old | 
Man And The Sea,” “The Key” and 
“Another Time, Another Place.” 


MGM’s ‘June for Joni’ 


MGM Records is pegging its June 
{promotion on Joni James. The 
“June For Joni” campaign will 
permit the consumer to purchase 








at the regular $3.98 price. 
Extended play disks are includ- 
ed in the special campaign with 
two-pocket EP’s going at $1.49 
with each purchase of a $2.49 EP 
ani one-pocket EP’s at 99c. with 
each purchase of one at $1.29@ 
Label is pushing drive with spe- 
|cial window displays, posters, il- 


any one of the thrush’s 12 albums | 
at $1.98 with the purchase of any | 





| lustrated supplements and special 
order blanks, 


- 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Ray Walker, vet Brooklyn cleffer, has a 10-year start on Irving Ber- 
lin. While Berlin currently observes his 50th songwriting anniversary, 
Walker is starting his 60th. His first song, “Drop It,” was published 
June 10, 1898. Next Tuesday, on exact, 60th anniversary of publication, 
Walker will guestar on Joe Franklin’s “Memory Lane” program from 
WABC-TV. In poor health for past two years, Walker has cut down 
his former strenuous schedule of playing piano and piano-acéordian in 
New York and Florida night spots. 

He is one of a handful of still surviving show biz personalities who 
entertained American troops in France during World War I and of a 
| still smaller group of songwriters whose activities go back more than 
half a century. Others include Joe E. Howard and Frederick V. Bowers. 





A steady coiner since it was written in 1914, “Colonel Bogey” is 
now hitting the jackpot in four countries as a direct result of the 
film, “The Bridge On The River Kwai.” “Bogey” is now a best seller 


| in America, France, Germany and Britain on wax and sheet. March 
| was composed by the late Major Frederick Rickets, who before his 


death in 1945 had been Royal Marines Director of Music. Royalties 
now go to Mrs. Annie Louisa Rickets, his widow who now lives in 
East Africa. Boosey & Hawkes, British firm, publish the song. 





The Belock Instrument Corp., primarily engaged in the develop- 
ment and manufacture of electro-fmechanical equipment for the armed 
forces and industry, is entering the sterophonic field. Firm has opened 
@ studio in Bayside, L.I., and will operate through the newly formed 
Belock Recording Co. Equipment for the studio has been produced for 
Belock by Westrex and Ampex. The recording company will dis- 
tribute its own pressings under the Everest label. 





Within a month of the British embargo being lifted on the musie 
of “My Fair Lady,” the Philips LP featuring the original Broadway 
cast is topping the list of British LP best sellers. First sign of the 
music in the pop lists is Vic Damone's recording (also for Philips) 
of “On the ‘Street Where You Live,” which is now No. 10. 





Duke Ellington Quintet (July 31),-George Shearing Quintet (Aug. 7) 
and Carmen McRae Quartet (Aug 14) are among names guesting on 
CBC-TV’s network “Summertime '58” in Canada. Producer Norman 
Sedawie hopes to have Louis Armstrong too, and has inked ex-Montreal 
jazz trumpeter Maynard Ferguson for July 24. 


With the cultural exchange between the U.S. and the Soviets now 
in full swing, Decca is introducing another Russian group te American 
audiences with a disk release featuring the National Chorus of Russian 
Song under the baton of A. V. Sveshnikov, 
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Pauline Surrey, residing in Amer- 
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‘Vinylite Decade’ 


Continued from page 53 


Raymond W. Saxon, v.p. and 
gene‘al manager of the Victor 
redio-phouo division, stated that 
the stereo machines would cost 
only slightly more than last year’s 
menaural models. All Victor 
phonos will feature the smaller 
stylus, which has been specially 
designed for stereo playback. 

Victor is moving into the stereo; Saxon as well as Marek pointed 
disk field with a major release; out, however, that the smaller 
this month of 55 packages, includ-| stylus and the lighter tone arm 
ing 38 popular works and 17 long-| pressure would also improve the 
hairs. Victor has been recording | quality of the monaural LP’s. 
iis repertoire stereophonically for $450,000 in ist Year 
the past three-and-a-half years and Seidel said that when Victor in- 
culled some of its bestselling cata-| troduced its packaged hi-fi equip- 
log items for its stereo bow. Viec- | ment three years ago, predictions 
tor is pricing its whole stereo line | that the hi-fi business would hit 
at $5.95. Marek explained that it’s|a $300,000,.000 gross annually 
more expensive to produce stereo! scunded “fantastic.” That figure 
disks than monaural LP’s since|has since been surpassed. Seidel 
the rejection rate was higher. | predicted that stereo equipment 

On another front, Victor show- | sales would reach $450.000,000 in 
cased a completely new concept in| their first year with sales of re- 
packaged music via stereo tape; carded music, on disk and tape, 
exiclosed in plastic cartridges} reaching $1,000,000,000 in a “very 
which can be loaded into tape ma-!| short time—an increase of some 
chines as simply as putting disks | 200% over five years ago.” 





—_— 








one step closer to the reality 
of the concert hall.” Marek, how- 
ever, accented that stereo does not 
make monaural LP’s obsolete since 
the conventional LP’s will sound 
better than ever on stereo ma- 
chines. He predicted that stereo 
may account for 20% of the pack- 
aced market by June, 1959. 














onto a spindle. The cost of the — 
tape cartridges, moreover, has | 
been sharply cut and will retail 


Petrillo 


Continued from page 53 


from $4.95 to $8.95 compared to 
$3.95 to $18.95 tabs for conven-| 
tional stereo tape. RCA engineers |= 
have been able to trim costs by | of Manuti’s supporters. The Manu- 
reducing the tape speed from ti camp, however, is optimistic, 


sc ven-and-a-half inches _per second | : “i 
to three and three-quarter inches | Proceeding on the theory that if 





and by imprinting four sound-jthe 48-year-old Local 802 prexy 
tracks on the tepe rather than|makes a good showing this year, 
two while reducing the width of he’s due to land in the top spot 
the tape from one-half to one-/| 


| sooner or later. 

At the convention kickoff yes- 
terday ‘Mon.) Petrillo as usual 
dominated the proceedings with a 
{90-minute em@ion-charged, tear- 
jerking blast at the dissident musi- 
cians on the Coast led by Cecil 
|Read. In his swan song as AFM 
| prexy, Petrillo placed the respon- 
| sibility for the current 15-week-old 
strike at the Hollywood studios 
squarely in the laps of the Local 47 
committee which was invited by 
| the national office to sit in on the 
| negotiations, “as democracy in its 
highest form,” as the AFM prexy 
| ironically termed it. 
‘Unjust’ Demands 


quarter inch 
Cartridge Plan Cuffo 

It's expected that the tape cart- 
will be adopted by all other 
companies in the field. Robert A. 
Scidel, exec v.p. of RCA consumer 
products, stated that the company 
had given the cartridge’s engineer- 
ing plans free to the rest of the 
industry and that three other com- 
panies were already tooling up for 
their production. Seidel foresaw 
a big market for the tapes in view 
of their price, their ease of hand- 
ling and their longplaying time. A 
monaural tape in cartridge form 
will be able to play up to two 
hours without interruption, while 


ridge 


the stereo tapes will go for an! fhe Local 47 negotiators, Petrillo 
hour. ‘ : said, made 65: “unjust” demands 

Victor will start marketing tape | on 9 “sick industry” that needs 
machines equipped to play the/neip He said the demands added 
cartridges, although it’s expected | 


- P }up to a $13,000,000 wage hike for 
that some companies, other than |tne studio musicians who were 
Victor, will manufacturing conver- | only earning $2,700,000 annually. 
sion units. Two upcoming Victor | alk h "i 2 Read te if 
tape machines will be priced at wit out nam - oe ne Cee ‘ 
$295 and $450. eve Tee my slas at - — 
i“rebels” who are now challengin 
ae es Se \the jurisdiction of the AFM before 
Victor’s most pronounced step | the National Labor Relations 
in the direction of stereo will be | Board. The AFM prexy variously 
bo Ge —— —_ a stated that the studio musicians 
fictor is virtually obsoleting its : ” 
“had built their own cesspool, 


monaural machines and will ex- ” 
Sientedies “were caught in their own trap 
clusively promote its new line of and “were recta ia ene 


14 stereo phonograph machines eee 

priced from $129.95 for the lowest a lng = = phew Be 
ead group, by setting up a “dua 

petend pestable co Sn.000 Re Se union,” were blocking settlement 


deluxe three cabinet Mark I ef the stn cae Gn: pentncees 
can't make a deal until the NLRB 
hands down a decision. That might 
take another year. 

Meantime, Petrillo warned that 
the 275 studio staff jobs had prob- 
ably disappeared for good on a 
guaranteed quota basis. After op- 
erating for the 15 weeks, 
Petrillo said the “studio bosses 
have learned. that they don’t need 
musicians.” In any case, he pre- 
dicted that the studios won't make 
a deal with the rebels since they 
would rather use “scab music” 
from other countries. 

Sees Threat to AFM 

The accent in Petrillo’s speech 
while it estimated the “rebel” 
group membership at 150, indi- 
cated that it posed a serious threat 
to the AFM. In addition te the 
NLRB challenge, there are also a 
flock of lawsuits, engineered -by 
the Coast tooters against the AFM 
that are aimed at the operation of 
the Music Performance Trust 
Funds. Moreover, the producers’ 
stiff resistance to paying any roy- 
alties on post-1948 pictures sold to 
television is seen j the 
whole Trust Fund setup. Import- 
ance of the Trust Funds, covering 
royalties received from the disk 
industry and the vidpix producers, 
was spotlighted by Petrillo’s dis- 
clesure that the funds will shell 
out about $6,900,000 during the 
coming year. 

Another factor in the union's 
concern over the Coast strike in- 
volves the drain on the national 
treasury. Payments to the studio 


model with disk turntable, tape- 
cartridge player, tape recorder and 
AM-FM radio. Victor is also mak- 
ing conversion units available for 
those who want to adapt their 
present phonos for stereo use. 

















tooters will total $400,000, at a 
rate of $80 per week per man, the 
highest strike benefits in the entire 
union movement. 

While Petrillo was careful to 
,Single out the present leadership 
of Local 47 for commendation, the 
|leadership of the Coast local nev- 
| ertheless is pushing for revisions 
in the setup of the Musicians Per- 
jformance Trust Funds, Petrillo’s 
| special baby. The Local 47 leader- 
| Ship fears that if the Trust Funds 
are not revised, employment in 
television will drop and the Coast 
| dissident group will make wide 
gains among the rank-and-file. It’s 
understood that several members 
of the international executive 
board have come around to the po- 
|} Sition that some changes are in 
‘order. Manuti, for instance, has 
| indicated that he favors some revi- 
jsion in the funds’ operation, but 
| did not specify what he would pro- 
| pose. 
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Jac 
CONNIE FRANCIS 


IM SORRY 
| MADE 


YOU CRY 


and LOCK UP YOUR HEART 





HIT ALBUM! 


WHO’S SORRY NOW 
CONNIE FRANCIS 





Platters Still Spinning In France; 


Also Sked Dates In Algiers, Tunisia 


Paris, June 3. 
Although the _ political crisis 
| caused cancellation of two dates 
| here last week, the Platters are 
| completing their tour of the French 
| provinces now that the situation 
|has apparently eased. The U. S. 


| week, and are playing a circuit 


| that includes Limoges, Bordeaux | 


|}and Toulouse. Bruno Coquatrix is 
| promoting the French tour. 
| open a three-day stand at Casa- 
blanca June 7. 


The Platters have been booked 


| combo appeared in Le Havre last | 


They | 


played since they began their cur- 
rent tour in Lyons April 19% <A 
repeat of their North African tour 
of Algiers and Tunisia opens July 
9 despite nitery difficulties there. 
The U. S. State Dept. representa- 
tives there have asked the Plat- 
ters to return on that date and 
have assured the Platters’ personal 
manager, Buck Ram, that they will 
get full protection on all dates in 
troubled areas. 





| Reulette Records has _ inked 
| Austin Cromer, former vocalist 
wjth Dizzy Gillespie's band, and 
Sonny Till, formerly jead singer 


back into virtually every situation' with The Orioles. 
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On The Upbeat 











New York 


Bob Miller, singer, set for a long- 
termer at Jubilee Records. He's 
personal-managed by Lloyd Leipsig 
. .. Della Reese hits the Ed Sulli- 
van show (CBS-TV) again on June 
8... Al Hibbler completing Decca 
recording sessions before trekking 
to the midwest ... Peggy Sholtz 
handling press for Grand Award 
Records. 

Howard and Evelyn Roseff (he’s 
production manager at Seeco) 
named their second daughter Susan 
Diane . . . In for a Gotham looksee 
last week were Jerry Prager of 
New Sound Distributing in San 
Francisco and Ned Herzstam of Al- 
lied Records in Los Angeles... 
Sam Donahue Quartet opens at the 
Cafe Bohemia June 9... The Hi- 
Lo’s return to Birdland for a two- 
weeker beginning June 12... John 
Bunch, former pianist with the 
Benny Goodman and Woody Her- 
man, is heading his own combo at 
the Composer. Billy Taylor’s 
group is also on the bill... Judy 
Scott into the Adolphus Hotel, Dal- 
las, for nine days starting June 19 

.. Leu Carter into the Town 
House, Pittsburgh, for one week 
beginning June 16... Joe Sher- 
man, pop a&r head for Epic Rec- 
ords, tossed a cocktailery last week 
for Jack Lemmon to launch latter's 
first Epic LP, “A Twist of Lem- 
mon.” 


London 


Singer Bob Dale heading for a 
six-month stint at Johannesburg’s 
Colony Restaurant ... Vie Lewis 
orch will be resident in Germany 
during the whole of this month en- 
tertaining members of the USAF 
. .. Founder member of The Star- 
gazers harmony group, Fred Datch- 
ler is quitting after eight years to 
join the new Polka Dets vocal unit. 


Chicago 

Lionel Hampton band into the 
Blue Note Aug. 20 for a month... 
Danny Ferguson band set for a 
stand at the K. C. Muehlebach 
hospice June 20 for four weeks 
. . . Dinah Washington, currently 
on a swing of one-nighters through 
Oklahoma, Texas and Mississippi, 
reaches the Gotham Birdland June 
26... Dale Foster quartet into 
the Berghof Gardens, Ft. Wayne, 
starting June 2 for the summer 
. . ,. Chester Barnett-’Howlin’ ” 
Wolfe r&b unit on one-nighters 
through Dixie for June and July. 


Holiywood 

Jeff Morrow is writing the title 
song for his own “Union Pacific” 
tv series for CNP . Bob Crosby 
cuts his first two albums for Dot 
June 16 while working Perry 
Como’s summer replacement show. 
Crosby will debut the LP’s at the 
end of his 13-week run... Com- 
poser Franz S' has 
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_ negotiations with the Big 
hree (Robbins, Feist & Miller) for 
the title tune and score of Hugo 
Haas’ indie «epee “Stars in 
the Backyard.” 

Jose Duval has signed Tico Rec- 
ords, subsid of Roulette, with first 
album to be both in English and 
Spanish . . . Johnny O'Neill takes 
off on a cross-country tour to plug 
his RCA waxing, “Beach Doll” b/w 
“Next” on June 11. While in 
Gotham, singer will.guest on ABC- 
TV’s “Dick Clark Show” June 16 
. . . Decca pactee Al Hibler opens 
a 10-day stint at Frisco’s Black- 
hawk June 20. 


San Francisco 

Peggy Lee opens’ tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at the Fairmont and Wild 
Bill Davidson’s Sextet moves into 
Easy Street ... Tom Lehrer and 
Kingston Trio opened at the lower- 
case rg! i (2) at the same time 
that the Curtis Counce Quintet, 
with Hampton Hawes, went into 
the Blackhawk .. . Count Basie 
considering a June 17 Frisco con- 
cert...Nat King Cole set for two 
shows at the Frisco — House 
June 21 ... Geogi Grant, Shorty 
Rogers’ group and elon Riddle 
orch complete the bill . . . Eugene 
Wright’s considering an offer to 
leave Dave Brubeck for Carmen 
McRae . . . Bill Brown's the new 
Bimbo's 365 flack, replacing Char- 
ley Huy. 


Vancouver 

Phil Matty’s three-day Jazz Fes- 
tival dropped $1600 at Georgia 
Aud, May 25-27 .. . Bobby Hughes 
warbling a hold-over frame at Qua- 
dra hospice . . . Ricky Nelson here | 
for one, June 19 at Exhibition Gar- | 
dens... Guy osier, Haitian 
singer, into Harrison Hot Springs | 
Hotel lounge, for indefinite stint | 
Maurice Chevalier set for ©x- | 
hibition Forum for June 20. . .| 
Maestro Dal Richards pacted for a| 
dozen pop concerts with 30-piece 
orch, starting June 29 at Alexandra 
Park . Greek warbler Jimmy 
Melas set for two frames at Palms 

bistro, Birch Bay, June 13-14. 


Pittsburgh 

Miles Davis current at the Mid- 
way Lounge for a week, and, he'll | 
be followed next Monday (9) by a) 


return engagement of Dizzy Gilles- 
pie . . . Joe Schafer has quit the 
Ed Schaughency' entertainment 
agency to devote all his time to his 
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music business ... Frankie Yank- | 
ovic booked for a one-nighter at 
West View Park Riondey re 
Johnny Vincent 5 into the Tally- Ho | 
for an indefinite stay . . . Willis 
Jackson and his organ quintet into 
the Hurricane Bar. 


Grand Awards Going 
Stereo With 8 Packages | 


-Grand Award Records will move 
into the stereo field within the next | 
two weeks. The initial release will 
spotlight eight packages to retail 
at $4.98 each. 

The releases will be culled from 
diskery’s monaural catalog. Fer 
the the pest year-and-a-half GA has | 

been” cutting sessions for the | 
monaural! and stereg market sim- 
ultaneously. Included in the ini- 
tial stereo releases will be pack-| 
ages by Paul Whiteman, Bobby 
Byrne and Knuckles O'Toole. 

















Chuck & Betty, teenagers from 
Atlanta, have been pacted by Decoa 
Records. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| tion man will be uniform. 


| department, 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Vartety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways tn the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 

















POSITIONS TALENT 
This Last . 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
1 1 EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) .........-seeeee All I Have To Do Is Dreamf 
2 5 SHEB WOOLEY (MGM) .....cccseccccccece Purple People Eater} 
3 2 DAVID SEVILLE (Liberty) .............. .. Witch Doctor* 
4 3 PLATTERS (Mercury) ...... +2... - Twilight Timef 
5 4 DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) ...... Svoetades .. Return To Me* 
6 : JIMMIE RODGERS (Roulette) ..........., Secretly* 
7 7 ART & DOTTY TODD (Era).............. Chanson D’Amour* 
8 6 PAT BOONE (Dot) ......... cpeonsese bases SD aeene 
a 8 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ........+-...... Wear My Ringft 
10 10 FOUR PREPS (Capitol) ....... Wiens aon Big Mant 
POSITIONS r 
This Last TUNES 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 1 +ALL I HAVE TO DO IS DREAM .......... techs «++-ee++ Acuff-Rose 
2 2 *WITCH DOCTOR ............ a ee ee Dit iano deradiaetbune Ee 
3 9 TPURPLE PEOPLE..EATER. ..........000 csccecs sévceeaees ee 
4 3 +TWILIGHT TIME ...... . Ghivinmitss +4 as bas Re . Porgie 
5 a *RETURN TO ME ..... TEE, Pee ae ee sb sido eine pnb’ ee 
6 5 *WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HANDS . atecbbesesave wesopend GENE 
7 6 *CHANSON D’AMOUR .......... a ee daceccaccecess Meee iat 
8 és *SECRETLY .......<. : yen sweheqaces os heteones essence . Planetary 
9. 10 +WEAR MY RING . scccccccccccccwccccsccscceccs USH-Presley 
10 7 SUGAR MOON ............. PRR ee cael Rp ee Gallatin 
(*ASCAP BMI F- Films) 
Eee SS | hold these “priority” releases down | Armstrong, Frank Sinatra and oth- 
}to a minimum. | ers, is breaking into the local disk 
Col Pegs | The distribs’ 4% return privilege | business under his own Leedon 
accrues with every monthly order, | label. 
——= Continued from page 53 Sees | but the company has advised them | Gordon, during a recent trip te 
to use it moderately. }the States, secured the Aussie 


singles promotional staff putting 


Frank Campana in as national pro- | 


motion manager and Dave Kapra- 
lik as single product administrator. 
Shift was made to give Campana 
more opportunity to get into the 
field and work with the distribs in 
the 10 major markets. In addi- 


tion, each distrib will have his own | 
| promotion man working the terri- 


ry. A liaison will be established 
whlereby the drives by each promo- 
A drive 
bulletin will be issued by Col to 
coordinate the singles push. 

All singles orders will be solicit- 
ed under this combined-informa- 
tion program but diskery has left 
a loophole for special hypo disks 
that can automatically be shipped 
out on a 100% guarantee. The spe- 
cial disk has been tabbed “a pri-| 
ority release record.” Col sales 
however, expects to 
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British Disk Bestsellers 


London, June 3. 


Who’s Sorry Now... Francis 
(MGM) 

Too Soon to Know..... Boone 
(London) 

Wear My Ring........ Presley 
(RCA) 

Lollipop ...Mudlarks 
(Columbia) 

Tom Hark .. Jive Flutes 
(Columbia) 

Grand Coolie Dam. Donegan 
(Pye-Nixa) 

Whole Lot’a W’m'n_. Rainwater 
(MGM) 

' Kewpie Doll Vaughan 

(Philips) 

Tulips, Amsterdam Bygraves 
(Decca) 

Street You Live Damone 


Philips) , 


| Lee Gordon Sets Up 


On the album level, Col is giving | ‘rights for U. S. disk names. 
the dealer a 10% exchange privi-| 
lege on the whole line. Previous 
exchange plan had had been for 
only 160 specific LP’s in the “CL” 
line,gall original cast albums and 
60 items in the Masterworks line. 
The dealer situation will be re- 
viewed quarterly by Col and if the 
10% return has not been used, 
company will automatically give 
the dealer a 5% cash credit. If the 
dealer uses the exchange privilege, 
albums on his orders have to be in 
| the catalog for at least 90 days. 


| Album Reviews 


Continued from page 4} Gee 


| home song jamboree. With Mitch | 
| Miller and his vocal aides lead- 
|} ing the way, a happy and familiar 
} musical outing bounces out of the 
| grooves for everyone to join in 
; the singing spree. The tunes are 
}all part of group singers’ reper- 
|toire but the lyrics are wisely 
| printed on the back of the jacket 
sleeve. 

Lanny Ross: “Silver Sounds” 
(Design). Set marks Lanny Ross’ 
25th anni in show biz and the 
savvy of a veteran crooner is 
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evident in every groove. It’s a 

tasty package of standard items RUSS HAMILT 

or Ross delivers in a manner that s nTON Kapp 
will never go out of style. Orch 

accompaniment is by Warren MUSIC PUBLISHERS 
Vincent: Package, incidentally, is HOLDING CORPORATION 


earmarked for the lowprice ($1.49) 


market. 
RECORD AND TAPE 


MANUFACTURERS 
Want your albums on the charts? I 





New Australian Label 


Sydney, June 3. position w or 
tributer. Can relocate. Contect, 














Lee Gordon, who has imported : 
such toppers as Bob Hope, Liber- romeotion Man 
ace, Johnnie Ray, Nat Cole, Louis = Detroit, —- 
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Tommy Rockwell, Founder of GAC, 
No.3 Largest Talent Agcy, Dies at 57 ss.is:srsat serine: 


Thomas G. (Tom) 
chairman of the board of General 
Artists Corp., who died in New 
York Thursday (29) after a brief 
illness, had made the agency se- 
cure before his passing. In its recent 
overhauling, the major considera- 
tion in all the moves was one of 
succession. Rockwell brought in 
Larry W. Kanaga, v.p. and g.m. of 
RCA Victor records, as.president, 
and departmentalized the GAC 
agency along firm lines so that 
duties and responsibilities were 
strictly defined. Chief lieutenants | 
in the new setup are Milton Kras- | 





Weems, in charge of the dance and | 
act fields, and George A. Hami 
and Joe Higgins, who will master- | 
mind the outdoor departments. 


In addition, Rockwell made at- | 


Rockwell, +” 





GRECO’S EL WHAMMO 
IN DALLAS FORTNITE 


Dallas, June 3. 


Jose Greco & Co., in the Empire | 


Room of the Statler-Hilton for the 


| third straight year, broke their own 


attendance record for a fortnight 


stand, May 16-29, with 4,537 cov-| 


ers. Last year the Greco troupe, in 
a May 2-16 stand, pulled 4,500 afi- 
cionados to top the attendance rec- 
ord set in a Feb. 9-22, 1956, stand 


“ny, in charge of television; Artin the plush room, which held until | 


Greco's 1957 date. 

Tab has been static all the way, 
$2 weekdays and $2.50 Saturdays, 
plus tax. 

Figures were based on a two- 





. . . > * 
Ginia Davis’ Ist Prize 
Singer Ginia Davis, daughter of 
maestro Meyer Davis, was award- 


tion of French song. It’s the sec- 
ond year in a row that the first 
award went to an American so- 
|prano. Last year’s winner was 
Rhea Jackson. 

| Miss Davis is slated to appear 
June 7 with the Symphony Or- 
chestra of Dijon and with the Paris 
Symphony on June 9 in a Mahler 
concert under the baton of George 
Sebastian. After a recital in Paris, 
Miss Davis will summer in the 
family manse in Maine. 


Jerry Lee Lewis 
~ To Cafe de Paris 


Jerry Lee Lewis has been booked 


| 





Chi Niteries Beating Dog Day’ Blues 
- With Heavy Summer Lineup of Names 





Chicago, June 3. 
A summer lush with greenery, 


RIVIERA, HAVANA, PACTS folding kind, looms for upper tier 


BALLET CO. FOR 5 YRS. 


Havana, June 3. 


| The Hotel Riviera has signed a 
‘contract with the Roberto Iglesias 
|Spanish Ballet Co. for repeat en- 
gagements over a period of five 
years. The troupe has just com- 
pleted a highly successful six-week 
stand at the hotel. 

The Iglesias troupe is at present 
lat San Juan, Puerto Rico, Flam- 
|/boyan nightclub. Later a U. S. 
{tour is planned under the auspices 





of Sol Hurok. The first repeat per- | 


formance at the Riviera is to be- 


‘gin Dec. 23 at the height of the | 


| tourist season. 


tractive deals with some of the m 
younger exees in the agency, which | frame stand; however, Greco was 


_make it worthwhile to stay and held over two nights, May 30-31, 


develop with the office. | subbing for Carol Channing, felled 
Rockwell was regarded in the, by laryngitis. Miss Channing 

trade as an organizational whiz who | opened last night (Men.). 

planned every move and left little 

to chance. He started from) 





for the Cafe de Paris, N.Y., starting | 
next Monday (10). It’s his first date | 


|since returning from an_inter- « e 
|supted tour of England last week. a S 
Lewis hit front pages with his, e 


| marriage (his third) to a 13-year | 
}old Tennessee girl, the daughter | 
| of his bass player. 





scratch. His first major venture | 
in the agency field, after a brief 
fling on his own, was in partner- 
ship with F. C. (Cork) O’Keefe 
and Irving Mills which broke up 
after several years. Rockwell re- 
labeled the firm General Amuse- 
ment Corp., which was later 
changed to General Artists Corp. 
because of the confusion that re- 
sulted with the former tag. Some 
thought it to be an arcade venture. 

The major strength of the early 
agency was dance bands. When 
that field started fading, the band 
agency left a legacy with GAC that | 
made possible the tremendous 
growth of that office into the third | 
largest general talent office, be-| 
hind Music Corp. of America and 
William Morris Agency. Within! 
the dance bands were vocalists who 
subsequently formed the nucleus 
of the tremendous growth of that 
office. 





Vocalists’ Era 

The singing craze started with 
Frank Sinatra who was wrested 
from the Tommy Dorsey band. 
Perry Como came from the Ted} 
Weems Orch. Sinatra's contract 
was sold to MCA about a year 
after the male singer vogue hit, 
for $50,000, but GAC got the com- 
missions. A similar deal was 
made with Eddie Fisher. Although | 
it’s not known Whether GAC got a 
cash consideration for Fisher's 
contract, it is known that for a 
number of years, MCA booked the | 
singer, but GAC got all the com- 
missions. 

The latter day concentration on | 


Dallas Gets Loot, 
Lotsa Talent Via 
Rotary Conclave 


Dallas, June 3. 
Current Rotary International 
convention here, June 1-5, is ex- 


pected to fill local coffers in the 
way of cafe and nitery biz. Already 
the hctels and motels are SRO and 
the 14,000 conventioneers—about 
the largest conclave in the city’s 
history—have overflowed into Fort 
Worth and other nearby towns for 
accommodations. 

Sessions, at the new 10,000-seat 
Dallas Memorial Coliseum, were 
treated Sunday and Monday (1-2) 
to lavish entertainment programs 
produced by Charles R. Meeker 
Jr., managing director and pro- 
ducer of State Fair Musicals here. 
Two shows Sunday in a production, 
“America Sings,” threaded song 
history from the Pilgrims’ landing 
to 1958 Broadway musicals, and 
featured Margot Moser, John Ty- 
ers, Helena Bliss, Sanford Wil- 
liams, the Madcaps and_ the 
Knights of Harmony. Songfest was 
narrated by Rev. Patrick Henry 
Jr.. of the Northway Christian 
Church here. 


| 
Last night (Mon.) conventioneers 


Betty Hutton, current at the spot, 
winds up Sunday (8), and cafe will 
be sans headliner until Lewis 
opens. 

Lou Walters, operator of the 

| Cafe de Paris, claims a $70,000 
| gross for last week, which he says 


was really a six-day week because | 


of the Decoration Day holiday. He 
says the $22,500 salary to Miss 
Hutton militated against a profit. 
| The accident of last ‘week, invol- 
‘ving the plastic tank in which a 
near-nude was swimming, has 


forced Walters to cut out that part 


of the show until a new cham- 
| pagne-glass-shaped tank is _ in- 
| stalled. He says a structural defect 


}cause the tank to burst. The) 
| swimmer, Michele Monet, escaped | 


| with minor scratches, but went 
| into a state of shock temporarily. 

| 
| 


D’Amato Enlarging A.C.’s 





Atlantic City, June 3. 

Vermillion Room of Paul “Skin- 
ny” D’Amato’s midcity 500 Club, 
|resort’s biggest, is being enlarged 
to seat approximately 1,000. 

Partitions of what was once the 
kitchen are being ripped out so the 
room will be square, with stage 
built in one corner instead of cen- 
'ter, where it has been in other 
years. Club in past years seated 
about 750. 

Work is due to be completed be- 


500 Club to 1,000-Seater 


In Calm & Cool 
A. C. R&R’ers 


Atlantic City, June 3. 

Although rock 'n’ roll stars drew 
thousands of teenagers and a great 
many of their elders to Stee] Pier 
and to the 4,200-seat Warner Thea- 
tre on the Boardwalk over the 
Memorial Day weekend, no dis- 

turbances were reported. 

“Biggest Show of Stars for '58” 

came into Warner Saturday (31) 
night and played three shows. 
Lineup included Sam Cooke, Ever- 
ly Bros., Clyde MePhatter, George 
Hamilton IV, Lavern Baker, Fran- 
kie Avalon, Silhouetes, Royal 
Teens, Crescendos, Storey Sisters, 
|Monotones, Jimmy Reed, Jackie 
'Wilson, Jimmy Dell, Harold 
Cromer backed by Paul Williams 
orch. 

George Hamid & Son, orp>rators 
of both Steel Pier and the Warner, 
asked a straight $2.50 for all seats 
jin the Warner. At Steel Pier, on 
| the opposite end of the Boardwalk, 
|they competed against themselves 
| Saturday night with the “Stars” as 
|they offered Bill Haley & His 
Comets plus Leo de Lyon, the 
| Paulette Sisters and Hoctor & Byrd 

| with Bobby Hackett and his jazz 
| group and Lee Vincent orch in the 

Marine Ballroom, Pier gets $1.25 
| for all attractions. 





Appealing also to the teenagers | 


singers was the major wedge that | had a four-hour show by Jose Gre- 


fore spot’s big opening over the| were Joe Grady and Ed Hurst, 


July 4 weekend. Last year D’Amato whose Philadelphia station WVUE- | 


Chi bistros, especially if a few 
deals now hanging are sealed in 
time. Apart from the help expect- 
ed from several big conventions 
(Shrine, Lions, Kiwanis, ete.) due 
in, the major niteries are fixing to 
marquee some hot acts to match 
the hot weather. 

Black Orchid, where the tables 
have been pretty well occupied of 
late, has Buddy Hackett, Roberta 
Sherwood and Jack Carter keyston- 
ing its summer lineup. All three 
will be new faces at the intimery, 
and reflect the club's aggressive 
booking policy which, but for dis- 
parate capacities, puts it more 
nearly in the Chez Paree orbit 
than any other locai boi-e. 

Mister Kelly's, which draws ‘em 
from both cafe society and the in- 
tellectual set, and does as con- 
sistent a biz as any nilery here- 
j}abouts, has tabbed Josephine 
, Premice, Ella Fitzgerald and Peggy 
King. 

Palmer House's Empire noom 
has Ted Lewis, and a bonanza in 
its playback of George Gobel ‘one 
of the room's record holders), 
while except for a shor: hiatus, 
the colorful ice show continues at 
the Hilton hospice. The Drake's 
Camellia House, no maiter how 
promising the summer, will abide 
tradition and suspend the chan- 
teuses through the season for danc- 
ing only. 

Interest here, however, is main- 
ly on the route the just-relighted 
Chez will go. Per earlier apprais- 
als, it’s not so much the flagship’s 
determination as it is a case of 
who's available and willing among 
the requisite powerhouse names. 
Jimmy Durante’s on the scene 
starting tomorrow ‘(Wed.) for a 
pair, followed by Red Buttons for 
nine days; but the booking slate 
is still open after that. 

Dave Halper, one-third owner 
who picks the talent, is under- 
stood to be dickering Tony Mar- 
tin, Nat Cole, Jerry Lewis, Dinah 
Shore and Harry Belafonte, 
among others. Last two would be 
first-timers at the spot, and the 
deal for Miss Shore is said to be 
near inking. Chirper wes due 
here last summer, but cancelled in 
‘favor of rest before resuming her 
tv chores. Lewis was slated to top- 
line over last Xmas and New 
Year's, but bought up his contract 
when a picture shocting schedule 
conflicted. His only previous turn 
at the Chez, winter before last, 
was ropes up or near for the stand. 

The summer here also looks san- 
| guine for jazz buffs. Andre Previn, 
George Shearing and Oscar . ster- 


pushed GAC into the big money | 


and lessened the gap between that 
office and the Morris Agency. 
Their luck and skill in getting 
singers into the tall coin made this 
agency one of the most important 
facters in the disk-singer field. To- 
day, about 50% of the singers on 
the top 50 best sellers are from 
(Continued on page 64) 


Name Cavanaugh Chief 
Of Ent’t at Desert Spa, 
Doubling as Performer 


Las Vegas, June 3. 

Jimmy Cavanaugh, regular per- 
former at the Silver Slipper for the 
past eight years, has been named 
director of entertainment for the 
recently opened Desert Spa. Cavan- 
augh will produce the shows, ef- 
fective June 13, and appear in 
them. He will also coordinate the 
Spa's publicity. and advertising. 

The Spa opened with a show star- 
ring Patrice Wymore which got 
g00d notices but did poor business. 
Management decided to jump on 
the Dunes-Minsky and Silver Slip. 
per bandwagon—girls and comedy 
—and came up with a show star- 
ring stripper Candy Barr which got 
bad notices but is doing fair busi- 
ness. 

Cavanaugh will continue the lass 
& laff policy with his own stock 
eompany, and will remodel the nit- 
ery-type stage into a “practical, 
workable theatre, where showman- 
ship can be shown.” He plans to 
build a pit for the orch, which is 
now perched at the side of the 
room, and change the showtimes to 
9, 11:30 and 2. Jim Feeney will 
entertain at the 88 until] the time 
the dinner show begins at 9 o'clock, 





co and his Spanish dancers, Russ bou 

gens , ght garage next to club and re- 
——— - and Joe Azcona’s moved his kitchen there. Addition 
ae tee. of 300 seats is expected to reduce 
Tomorrow (Wed.) at Southern | weekend jams, especially when top 
| Methodist U.’s huge coliseum, two | stars are playing. 


|TV record hop will originate on the son are set to re-enter. Lendos 
|pier this summer. They drew the | House while Duke Ellington, 
| teeners at record hops Friday (30) | Dukes of Dixieland and Count 


iene Sunday 5" ng telecasts Basie will operate a month each 
' from pier start une <0. at the Blue Note. 





| shows, at 7 and 9:45 p.m., will wind 
| the entertainment program. Talent 
|lineup includes the Sportsmen, 
| Johnny (Crazy Otto) Maddox, Ho- 
mer & Jethro, Steiner Bros., Ken- 
ne Duncan, Tom Merriman chorus, 
Tagg Oakley and ic 
Trixie, Apache Belles (53) from 
Tyler Junior College and T-ny) 
Pastor’s band. Aptly titled “Rodeo- | 
rama,” this outing will also feature 


Penticton, B. C., June 3. 





| riding demonstrations by sheriff's |tenary. 

| posses from both Parker County | 

|and Palo Pinto County, a team of |haq offered. through. the nudist 

|75 horses and a “live” gunfight. outst, to ride clad only in her 
s in Junior Chamber of Com- 

merce’s parade. It will also cele- 

brate this city’s golden jubilee. 


56 foreign countries. 
$3,150 in Fines 
Cambridge, Mass., June 3. 


Ottawa Auditori A total of $3,150 in fi 
To Stadia Operations tapeend. in East Cambridge Court 


|as the result of a police raid on a 
_ Ottawa, May 31. | show at the Lithuanian-American 
The auditorium, 7,000-seat arena| Club in which two peelers were 








There’s more than a bare possi- | possessing obscene film and $100 
|bility that Lady Godiva will ride|for participating in an immoral 
again in a parade here this week | show. He was held in $1,000 pend- | 
'celebrating British Columbia's cen- ing appeal. 








Godiva & Other Ladies 'AGVA Sustains Ruling 


' . 
| Shifres, Revere, was fined $500 for | Excluding Herry Baker 


An executive committee of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
More than 400 persons, who paid | upheld its own ‘oianent in bar- 


An unnamed female member of $4 a ticket, were present when po- ring Harry Baker from attending 


lice hit the club on April 30 in the the ynion’ nv tarting 
biggest raid of its kind ever staged Monday oD le ance City Bae 
in Cambridge. — : 'who runs a magic shop in Wash- 
Dominic Kiagsis, Cambridge, | ington, was represented by his at- 
president and manager of the club, | torney Rufus King, who chal- 
was fined $50 for maintaining &|jenged the committee to point out 
liquor nuisance. Jacob Stone, Dor-| which part of the constitution al 
chester, was fined $500 for partici- | jows them to bar an elected rep- 
pating in an immoral] show, and resentative from attending the 
Robert Koniwitz, Roxbury, was confab. 
fined $100 on the same charge. | This wasn’t done. However, at 
the suggestion of Jackie Bright, un- 
Strip-Tisa |ion’s national administrative sec- 
Montreal, June 3. | retary, vote upheld the judgment 








used intermittently for ice sports, | nabbed. 
unit shows, big-band one-nighters, Abraham I. Ring, Cambridge. | 
others, was sold to Stadia Opera- | identified as promoter of the show, 
tions Service for a reported $500,-|drew a $500 fine, which he ap- 
000. New owners plan to continue | pealed, and was held in $5,000 bail. 
sports policy with “additional|Mrs. Margaret M. Wallingford, | 
plans” to be announced later. Jamaica Piain, exotic dancer, was | 
Stadia is composed of Lorne | fined $400, given until Aug. 22 to) 
Cassina Jr. of London, Ont. (with | pay and placed on probation. Mrs. 
radio-tv experience in promotion |Teresa Hamilton, South Easton, | 
field), Thomas (Windy) O'’Meill,| also an exotic dancer, was fined | 
Toronto hockey star and lawyer, |$800, placed on probation and _ 

and Roy Lehman of Hamilton. | given until June 9 to pay. 
Sale was made by Morris Cartor| Jack Belson, Malden, was: held 
who, with his two brothers, has in $1,000 pending appeal from 2 
operated the Auditorium for three | fine of $200 for being present at an 
years after buying it from T. P.|immoral entertainment and dis- 
an. ys turbance of the peace. Samuel 











Who is Mona? Are Mona Lisa of the earlier meeting. Charges 
and Mona McCurdy the same? were originally brought up by 

Three cops who picked up Miss Bright. 
McCurdy and brought her to court, Presiding at the meeting was 
couldn't say for sure, so Judge Irving Grossman, husband of Dinah 
Georges Robert acquitted her of | Goldberg, who will attend the 
an “immodest performance” charge Mexico City confab in place of 
here. Baker. Latter was charged with 

Det. Lt. Lucien Quintal of the booking shows. Charges were 
morality squad told court a dancer | brought by Bright under a portion 
billed as Mona in a night club here | of the AGVA constitution which 
last August peeled till she was | forbids members from acting con- 
wearing “little more than the spot- | trary to the interests of members. 
light.” But neither he nor the two | Inasmuch as he was charged with 
other cops who'd been there could | booking shows, it could not be 
swear the accused, Mona McCurdy, proven that he acted inimically to 
25, was the same Mona they'd ob-| the membership by offering work 
served. to members. : 


From Mexico Conclave 
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Wildwood 


Still on a Rocker, But 
Await B.0. Results; Other Bookings 





By CHARLES V. MATHIS 


Wildwood, N. J., June 3. 

‘Cautious optimism prevails 
among local bonifaces on the eve 
of a new vacation season. Most of 
the club owners are celebrating 
their 10th to 20th anniversary sea- 
sons in the same locations, indi- 
cating a fair share of profitable 
seasons in the past. However, 
nearly all bonifaces will be ready 
with extra cash to rush in added 
attractions if any of those sched- 
uled do not live up to boxoffice 
expectations. 

Rock 'n’ roll will be featured at 
a majority of clubs, but owners 
hasten to point out it is not in- 
dicative of any national trend. 
Fast music with a beat has always 
been good boxoffice in this vaca- 
tion resort atmosphere and in, no 
way reflects the situation in the 
cities. 

‘Name talent usually drains off 
the cream of the vacation trade 
with a substantial slice of the re- 
mainder going to rock 'n’ roll. 
There is an undercurrent of feel- 
ing that r&r may not do as well as 
usual this season, but this is not 
reflected in the signed contracts. 

Sylvan Rosenfeld has_ inked 
bandleader Herbie Fields to a 
season-long contract for his Hurri- 
cane room. 

Diamond Beach 

Martha Raye is now firmly set 
for Aug. 1 week at Diamond Beach 
club. She also returns Labor Day 
weekend. Ronnie Eastman and 
the Trotter Bros. are also added 
to the Raye show. 

Dick Shawn and Robert Clary 
headline starting July 26 at Dia- 
mond Beach. Don Rondo is ex- 
— to join the Denise Darcel- 

enny Youngman package the 

(Continued on page 64) 


Bill Licht, Now Civilian 
With Navy, Sets Up ‘Cafes’ 
For Service Personnel 


San Juan, June 3. 

William Licht, only surviving 
member of a family of European 
cafe operators and formerly active 
in several Monte Proser enterprises 
(Copacabana, Bucks County and 
Vie en Rose) is now (civilian) Food 
Service Manager at the Tenth Na- 
val District’s Exchange here. 

Licht, fast of a family of 26, all 
liquidated by Nazis was liberated 
by U. S. troops after five years in 
German concentration camps. 

Now a U. S. citizen, he’s giving 
his free time and savvy as a con- 
tribution to servicemen’s morale. 
Accordingly he has created out of 
odds, ends and scraps and through 
laborious renovating and remodel- 
ing an after hours nitery called the 
Coconut Grove which Assembles 
@ main stem bistro with food, drink 
and entertainment at token cost. 
Though prices are nominal, opera- 
tion has been put on a paying basis. 
Licht, now known as a Navy trou- 
bleshooter in this field, did the 
same job previously in Newfound- 
land and expects to ditto in Spain 
when transferred in the near fu- 
ture. 


Lily Christine Tangles 
For ‘Cat Girl’ Exclusive 


New Orleans, June 3. 

Lily Christine, the “Cat Girl,” 
filed suit in Federal Court last 
week against Joseph Nuccio, oper- 
ator of the Brass Rail, and Vincent 
Castiglione, operator of the Mon- 
key Bar, asking that they be forced 
to stop advertising that the “Cat 
Girl” is entertaining at their strip 
establishments. In her suit, she 
said he has been using “The Cat 
Girl” since August, 1948, and reg- 
istered the name with the U, S. 
Patent Office on May 27, 1952. 

She states that the defendants 
in recent weeks have advertised the 
“Cat Girl” is appearing at their 
night spots and that they are em- 
ploying entertainers who are il- 
legally using her “service mark.” 
In addition to the injunction, Lily 
seeks $75,000 for ‘damage to repu- 
tation” and $75,000 to “loss of 
good will.” 

Lily, whose real name is Martha 
T. M. Pompender, is currently 
appearing here at the 500 Club on 
Bourbon St. in the F. 
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Harrah’s Club Skeds 
~ Marathon Casino ae | 


Reno, June 3. 

Harrah’s Club last week set a 
show biz precedent in the Reno- 
Lake Tahoe area with an 18-hour 
entertainment schedule at the 
downtown casino. Bill Harrah’s new 
schedule in the Reno spot will of- 
fer five combos at the behind-the- 
bar stage from noon until 6 a.m. 

Currently featured in the Reno 
club are Denis & Rogers, Los Nor- 
tenos, Joyce Collins Trio, Wind- 
sors, and Jig Adams. 


Marguerite Piazza Cites 
Heavy Costs in Creating 
New Act for Cafe Circuit 


The increased cost of creating 
an act has gone far beyond the 
increases in salary that a perform- 
er’s able to get in many situa- 
tions, according to singer Margue- 
rite Piazza. The former Metro- 
politan Opera singer is presently 
in New York lining up choreogra- 
phers, arrangers, writers and cos-. 
tumers who will build a new turn | 
for her. The problem, in her case) 
is especially difficult this season, | 
inasmuch as her last act on the, 
cafe circuit had a bathtub scene, 
which is extremely hard to follow. 

In the light of present day-act- 
building costs, says Miss Piazza, 
a performer must work the en- 
tire season at a steady rate in 
order to amortize the expense. The 
initial cost comes on top of the 
frequent necessity te tour with 
what is virtually a complete com- 
pany in order to do a single. Last 
season, Miss Piazza travelled with 
a dancer, pianist, an added musi- 
cian and a secretary. In addition, 
she pointed out these require five 
fares when on the road as well as 
heavy transport costs for her props. 
Thus, she says, that his year, she 
hopes to have a turn that will 
not be as heavy. However, until 
the act is devised and completed, 
she cannot yet gauge her require- 
ments in this respect. 

Miss Piazza _ said, | 











penses. In her big bathtub scene, | 
she divested herself of several ar- | 
ticles of jewelry, imitations of 
course, but still comparatively ex- 
pensive which were just as likely 
to be grabbed up by someone in 
the audience. Cost of replacement 
of costumes, shoes and hip-length 
stockings, latter at $7, also hit a 
staggering amount at the end of) 
the season, 

Of course, she admitted it 
would be ideal for a singer just 
to go out and sing. However, she 
feels that in order to create added 
boxoffice for the hotel or cafe op- 
erator, there should be come gim- 
mick just to bring them in. After 
that it’s up to the singer's indi- 
vidual talent to keep them enter- 
tained. It’s a formula that has’ 
worked out well in her case. 

Miss Piazza pointed out that in 
the matter of repertoire, there's a 
big audience for the finer music. 
She stated that during her tenure 
on the vidshow “Show of Shows” 
a tremendous amount of mail came 
in from teens when she did clas- 
sics and operatic arias. Toward 
the latter portion of the run of 
that she, she w ble to do selec- 
tions from Mozart and even he®y- 
ier composers, and still get mail| 
from youngstews. At one point, she | 
claims, Mario Lanza could have | 
swayer the greater part of the 
country’s youngsters into the 
strong tastes for classics. But he 
muffed that chance, However, she! 
claims a latent taste for finer music| 
abounds in the country’s youth | 
and one day will be brought out. 


Tim Gale’s Package 


Tim Gale has started packaging 
activities at General Artists Corp. 
with a unit for ballrooms and 
niteries. Labeled “Summer Dance | 
Party,” it will comprise Frankie | 
Avalon at the head with Link Ray 
heading the orch. Song groups 
with record reps will be included 
in the package. Jan & Arnie, Kalin 
Twins and Dickie Do & Don'ts 
have been inked thus far. 

Gale headed the Gale Agency. 
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End of Orph, Oakland 


Oakland, Cal., June 3. 

A $25,000 fire last week com- 
pleted wrecking of the closed Or- 
pheum Theatre, a onetime vaude 
house. 

Wrecking firm had started raz- 
ing theatre to make way for a park- 
ing lot when early-morning fire 
struck. 


Judy's Gotta Put 
Up ‘Show Money 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Judy Garland has been set up by 
Gus Lampe, entertainment direc- 
tor of the Cocoanut Grove, for two 
weeks beginning July 23. While 
the contract is drawn, singer may 
not appear at the Grove unless she 
puts up a cash bond assuring the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
that she’ll make the date. 

According to AGVA, Miss Gar- 
land, making her Coast nitery bow, 
will be obliged to post cash equal 
to two weeks’ wages. Reason given 
by union was her walkout on the 
Town & Country Club in Brooklyn 
two months ago. Arbitratién also 
is, pending on similar episode at 
the Flamingo Hotel, Las Vegas, 
last New Year's. 

Idea of an act posting a bond to 
guarantee performance of contract 
is highly unusual, if not unprec- 
edented, AGVA regulations call for 
a boniface to post salary guaran- 
tees with the union. However, in- 
asmuch as Miss Garland has an 
erratic record in fulfilling con- 
tracts, the reverse of the usual or- 
der was demanded in this instance. 


Vaudfilm Operation In 
Vancouver in Fast Feldo; 
Private Clubs Open Up 


Vancouver, June 3. 
The Majestic vaudfilm operation, 
which opened with a splash in 








March, folded last week and 
dropped “aro.id $30,000. The 
theatre never got started, for 


though the variety bills were good, 
the flickers drove ’em away, being 
grind stuff. 

Operators Isy Walters and Char- 
lie Nelson also were hit by city’s 
international trade fair, 


Vancouver’s current heatwave, 
in its fourth week, kiboshed the 
whole deal, reducing vaudehouse 
day takings to around $75. It’s 
ironic that Majestic’s owners have 
posted, “Closed to install new air- 
conditioning,” on streetside signs. 

House won't reopen with variety 
bills, states Walter Meade, prop- 


erty’s owner. “That's it. Vaude- 
ville’s over,” he said, although 
Meade and his partner Frank 


Walls, may light the house in June 
with top films plus personal ap- 
pearances by some of the cinemac- 
tors featured on the marquee. 

Walters said, “We're going into 
summer stock, opening in two 
weeks,” but there’s no coin for 
such, since he admits that some 
acts and staff departed with post- 
dated checks for wages, including 
bilitopping Arthur Duncan, sing- 
ing-hoofer. 

On the optimistic side, for “live” 
acts, the city’s 11 private clubs 
are expected to go public. Both 
the Arctic plushery and the Pa- 
cific Athletic Club have lately been 
testing the b.o. abilities of state- 
side artists, with boff results. It 
all depends upon the liquor control 
authorities in Victoria of course, 
but they indicate willingness to 
listen to bistro-aspiring licensees 
and may even drop the required 


| minimum-admish for “open” clubs, 


which at the Cave is $1. 

Acts that have played Vancouver 
private saloons lately include song- 
stresses Pat Suzuki and Bonnie 
The Mastersounds 
trio, chanteuse Paula Paige, comic 
Billy Grant, scat ‘'n’ trumpeter 
Frank Radcliff, and Fifi D’Orsay at 
the PAC. Latter is closing to re- 
furbish and has installed long- 
time tv showman Bert Williams as 
booker. 

Area’s entertainment biz is due 
for unswaddling, the liquor rules 
are easing and Sunday observance 
is less irksome. In the past month, 
city’s baseball club, the New Jazz 
Society and the symph have operat- 
ed Sundays to paid admish, and 
the International Festival Society 
does likewise, come July. Offi- 


until it was absorbed by GAC on|cialdom appears unofficially ap- 





Izzy Grove to Alan Freed 


As Promotion Director 


Izzy Grove has been named pro- | 
motion director of the Alan Freed | 
Enterprises, and is giving up his | 
agent’s office after 28 years as a 
percenter. 

Grove recently promoted the! 
WABC (N.Y.) disk jockey’s one- 
nighter in Newark, which was 
called off by city authorities dur- 
ing the height of the rock 'n’ roll 
difficulties. 


Dem Hell Drivers Take 
Over for Dem Bums At 
Ebbets Field; Low Draw 


Ebbets Field, long the home of 
Dem Bums, has fallen on leaner 
days this year since the Brooklyn 
baseball team moved out to Los 
Angeles where today they are 
really Bums. The outfield has been 
chewed up so that the Jack Kock- 
man Hell Drivers can have trac- 
tion, and a batch of Dodges as 
well as vintage heaps are being 
driven to their utmost by a group 
of drivers who do some applause- 
winning stunts. 

The three-day run of the Jack | 
Kochman group over the Memorial | 
Day Weekend has resulted in some | 
unrewarding boxoffice, but a good 
show within the limits of this kind. 

The Kochmen show is by neces- 
sity limited to what can be done 
by an auto without getting the 
driver killed. There is one chauffeur 
who drives a battered car up on 
to.a high ramp and lands on an- 
other car. There is another who 
drives an auto om a ramp ac- 
commodating one side of the car 
only. The jalopy is overturned. 
This is repeated three times and 
the driver takes his bows. An- 
other major trick is flying a 











| 





truck up a ramp with enough 
speed so that its momentum | 
causes it to leap to another ramp. 
This is the highspot of the layout. | 
The other bits are mainly some 
fast driving with some bullwhip 
turns, running one side of the ramp 
in progressively higher stages. A/| 
motorcycle rides through a pair of | 
flaming barriers, and there’s Ro- 
man riding atop the car and clown- 
ing by Happy Dave Hansen who 
does a few tricks himself. There 
are a pair of vaude turns, the To- 
kayers, a teeterboard turn, and the 
Cantellis (2) working on a trapeze. 
Actually, the catalog of tricks 
that can be performed by an 
auto is exceedingly small, Many of 
them have already been probed 
by some of the teeners and other 
licensed road acrobats. It’s diffi- 
cult te get a full card of entertain- 
ment out of this retinue without 
a quota of variety acts in support. 
The Kochman group is as wreck- 
less as any of the other daredevil 
outfits, but there is still a limit to 
what can be done with a car. 


Ebbets Field Productions Inc. is 
the promoter of this event. They 
have lined up three more shows 
for this spot. The Hamid-Morton 
Circus is beoked for June 29 to 
July 12; the Holmes “World Cham- 
pionship Rodeo” goes in July 25 to 
Aug. 3, and a Winter Sports Carni- 
val is booked for Aug. 27 to Sept. 
= 

The attendance at show caught, 
Saturday (31) matinee, was 
sparse. Perhaps it’s painful for the 
Brooklyn burghers to visit this 
hallowed baseball shrine without 
feeling some inner agony at the 
departure of the Dodgers, or may- 
be the promise of beautiful wea- 
ther made beaches and the road 
more attractive. At any rate, there 
was only an attendance of about 
1,500 at this event with a scale 
from 90c. to $2.50. Kids were ad- 
mitted at 50c. Officials claim a 
total three-day draw of 37,421. 

Jose. 





DET. STATLER’S FIDDLERS 
. Detroit, June 3. 
Statler Hilton inaugurates its 
new summer policy this week with 
Endre Ocskay and his violin en- 
semble playing for dinner and ear- 
ly supper in the Terrace Room. 





harge 





‘Rapp Plan’ as ‘Mountain Monopoly’ 
Driving Small Bookers From Field 


—¢ Mountain hotel agents are of the 


belief that the booking plan in- 
stituted by Charles Rapp will lead 
to a monopoly situation in booking 
resort hotels. Rapp last season 
set up a plan whereby he guaran- 
tees name perfgrmers their full 
weekly salary in return for play- 
ing dates every night, some dates 
at reduced rates in the early part 
of the week and others at a pre- 
mium during the most desirable 
portion of the week. 

Other hill-country bookers feel 
that the Rapp. plan will drive small- 


er agencies out of business and - 


thus ultimately dictate prices of 
acts and shows to all resort inns, 
Presently, other agencies declare, 
Rapp is the largest booker of this 
kind, with the No. 2 booker not 
even within whistling distance 


from him. 

Charges of “monopoly” were 
hurled by Jack Segal, head of 
Planned Entertainment Produc- 


tions, N. Y., who also stated that 
the Rapp plan will reduce employ- 
ment in the mountains and thus 
jeopardize the development of new 
talent. Segal said: “Whereas re- 
sort hotels in the past used talent 
every night to fill out their en- 
tertainment, for instance, one-man 
shows during the week such a 
auctioneers, hypnotists, magicians, 
etc., they will now have to pool 
their budget to buy one of the Rapp 
packages. 

“What happens to the ‘little acts’ 
in show business who up to now 
relied on the Catskills for summer 
employment? The big act winds 
up with all the work and the ‘lit- 
tle act’ becomes too expensive.” 


Chi Solon Would Clamp 
2 A. M. Curfew on Saloons, 
But Exempt Top Spots 


Chicago, June 3. 

Chi city council has a bill that 
would make all saloons close at 
2am. A good many of them, in- 
cluding the niteries, are licensed 
to sell booze till 4 a. m. 

But the solon who authored the 
measure says it’s only aimed at 
nabe spas in obviously residential 
zones. It was worded to be all- 
encompassing, he explained, be- 
cause of a constitutional point. He 
states he'll urge that it be amended 
by the council’s license commit- 
tee, which now has the bill for 
hearings. 

The issue faces substantial oppo- 
sition in the council. One alder- 
man terms it “repressive, discrimi- 
natory unfair and damaging to the 
city”’—meaning it could hurt the 
convention business. Another city 
father, who thinks the matter 
merits discussion, opined: “I do 
think there are a lot of abuses, 
But I’m not ready to say that any- 
body who stays out after 2 o'clock 
is a drunkard or a bum.” 

Assuming the proposal will be 
duly amended so as not to affect 
the niteries, there remains the 
thorny question of discretion as te 
which taverns are in strictly resi- 
dential areas and, therefore, nuis- 
ances if they're open late. If the 
discretion goes against them, not 
a few clubs would also face the 
earlier closing. 


Aussie Promoter Subs 
Show Boat for Theatre 


Sydney, May 27. 

New Yorker Leonard Saffire 
found it impossible to secure a the- 
atre here for a break into the 
vaude-revue field, so he looked 
elsewhere for an outlet and finally 
got himself a showboat for a term 
in association local businessmen, 
This showboat had been losin 
money under semi-governme 
control as a pleasure cruiser around 
the home foreshores. 

Highlight of the current setup 
is a bevy of nude gals. Gals have 
been given the okay from the local 
gendarmes as long as they just 
hold their pose and don't even 
smile—a tough chore on a boat 
sailing around the harbor. 

Saffir, who plans to import tal- 
ent if the initial venture clicks, 
will play his show Sundays as 
well on a greenlight from the au- 
thorities. He is the first showman 
to break into a Sunday date by 
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Vaude, Cafe Dates 


New York 


Marti Baine & Joey Carter com- 
prises the new bill at One Fifth 
Ave... . Gelden Gate Quartet has 
signed with Circle Artists Corp.’ 
(ex-Gale Agency)... Frank Ress 
(& La Pierre) will do a single in 
August. Anita La Pierre, his wife 
and partner, will retire following 
some surgery ... Flying DePauls 
will go inio the Latin Quarter, N-Y., 
next April. Aussie act will eome in 
from Europe after a eng, tour, 
and after the LQ stand ay 
dates for GAC-Hamid .. . Br. n 
agent Carles Maehado came in last 
week for a conference with Wal- 
dort-Astoria veepee Claude C. 
Philippe regarding talent for a 
m'dsummer change at the Star- 


light Roof, currently on a Latin 
policy . . . Hector & Byrd to open 
tomorrow (Thurs.) at the Copa- 


cabana on bill topped by Ella Fitz- 
gerald and Jimmy Nelson. 


Hollywood 

Nitery comic Buddy Lester has 
entered into an administrative and 
show management pact with Sid O. 
Fields . . . Tony Martin plays the 
Cal-Neva Lodge at Lake Tahoe 
from June 27-July 3 and returns 
to spot Aug. 24 until Labor Day 
... Japanese actress-singer Miyo- 
shi Umeki is booked solid through | 
August beginning with the Celeb- | 
rity Club, Philly, June 9-17; Eden 
Roc, Miami, June 18-24; Bolero 
Club, Wildwood, NJ., June 27- 
July 3; Three Rivers Inn, Syracuse, 
N.Y., Juiy 4-12, and in Pittsburgh, 
July 25-Aug. 8... Rick Marlow 


exotic Sherry McKay, featured at 
Club Peachtree on same bill with 


exotic Hope Hayden and emcee, 


George Petras . . . Holdovers: com- 


edy music-duo, Ken Keorge & Ear! | 


Crouse, at Zebra Lounge; Stars on 
Ice Revue (11) at Henry Grady 
Hotel's Paradise Room; Dave Town- 
send at Georgian Terrace Hotel's 
Red Carpet Lamon Seee Peisson 
orch at Biltmore Hotel's Empire 
Room; and Duncan’s Dixie- 


Sammy 
landers at Hank & Jerry's Hode-| 


away. 





Kansas City 

Grover Ruwe, with Louie & Sun- 
shine, set for the Crescendo Club, 
Houston, te June 11 for a fort- 
siemt. .. wis ylemasters (4) just 
closed the Crescendo, and will lay 
off while team member, Dick Mue!- 
ler, has his tonsils out. Quartet 
resumes warbling at the Thunder- 
bird, Las Vegas, July 6 for 4 weeks 
. . . Eileen Barton and magician 
Ballantine added to the Jerry Lewis 
unit which opens the Starlight 
Theatre season for a week begin- 
ning June 11. 


Houston 
Nelson Eddy has taken over the 
entertainment spotlight at the Con- 
tinental Room of the International! 


| Season 


Club. Joining him for the two week | 


stand are Gale Sherwood, singer, 
and _ pianist-conductor Theodore 
Paxson .. . Marge Cameron, come- 
dienne, will open a stand here to- 
night (Wed.) at the Club Crescendo, 
closing on June 9... Danny Mar- 
shall, pianist, comedian and singer, 


will take over at the La Bistro Club | 





ent at th Ronde in the S.F. ; 
Valley... Arthar Blake at Johnny | 0n Wednesday . . . New headliners 
Walsh's 881 Club... Gisele Mac- | at the Cork Club are the Los Bar- 
Kenzie joined Jack Benny at the | Tancos, dance team. Mei a 
Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas yes-| ensemble will open on the Cor 
terday (Tues) for four weeks. bandstand for a month-long stand. 





Chicago 
Jo Ann Miller opens June 9 at 


‘Vancouver Nitery Scribe 


the Lake Club, Springfield, Ill. 
for a pair . . . Cerdolins (4) in for 
two frames at the Houston Cres- 
cendo June 11... Mister Kelly’s 
here has Josephine Premice due in 
July 7 and Peggy King opening 


Aug. 11 . . . Comie Johnny Hay- 
mer’s inked by Kelly’s for the 
Premice stand. 


Atlarta 

Comedian Dave Gardner has top 
spot in new show which opened | 
(2) at Domino Lounge in Imperial 
Hotel, supported by exotic Marta 
Dane and tap terper Barbara Bailey 
. « . New to the Atlanta scene is 
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THE GLAMOROUS NEW — 
HOTEL 


AVER 


24 Show folks are raving about the 
3 all new Hotel Avery. All new, large 

3 beautifully furnished deluxe rooms 
4 with private bath and television. ©: 
“4 Many Air Conditioned. Md 
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‘Shames’ Towa Into Stout 


14G Lure for Nat Cole 


i Vancouver, June 3. 

Despite advance bally by North- 
west Releasing, the Nat King Cole 
show’s two performances last week 
at Georgia Auditorium (2,300) 
stacked up as a turkey with less 
than $2,700 advance sales. Then 
nightlife scribe Jack Wasserman 
got into the act on the eve of the 
appearance, needled the city’s big 
town” aspirations by pointing out, 
“if too many attractions go boom,” 








Wildwood 
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Inside Stuff—Vande 


The Five Spot, a Greenwich Village, N.Y., cafe, is getting publicity 


,from an entirely unexpected quarter with its Sunday night longhair 


week of Aug. 8. The Poodle Sym-| presentations. It was reviewed in the music section of the N.Y. Times 
phony is also added to this show. | Monday (2) under the head of “Stravinsky and Bartok Over Cold Beer.” 
Danny Costello will appear on the | Pianist Robert Pritchard and clarinetist Saul Kurtz were the accom- 


Gypsy Rose Lee show Aug. 22. 

Sammy Davis Jr. and Pearl Bailey 

are also sought for this spot. 
The Bolers 


| winning wife in “Sayonara,” will | 
| kick off the big shows in Ben Mar- 
| tin’s spot June 27. 
| Al Marks will fill the comedy slot. 


Lou Fisher and 


Johnny Mathis follows July 3. 
Charlie Gracie will start at the 
Bolero replacing Tommy Leonetti 
who bowed out in favor of summer 
stock. Gracie plays the week of 
Aug. 1. 





Harry Roesche of the Beach- 
comber has inked Jimmy Cavallo’s 
House Rockers and the Chords for | 
the season but is still 
for rock ‘n’ roll names. 

The Sky Lounge at Diamond 
Beach Lodge has opened for the 
with the Three Cleffs| 
signed for 12 weeks. 

Edmund Aristone plans to in- 
stall names in his 1,100-seat Sea 
Isle Casino. Last season his acts 
included Bill Haley’s Comets, 
Charlie Gracie and Mickey Shaugh- 
nessy. 

Dean Martin Cancels 

Dean Martin invoked the 29-day 
clause in his contract when he ob- 
tained a film role and will not ap-| 
pear during July at Oscar Garri-} 





searching 


paniment for the beer and pretzels. 





The Hamid-Morton Circus will play a four-night stand at the Tren- 
ton (N.J.) Fair grounds, June 5 to 8, with Shriners of the Crescent 
Comedian Buddy Hackett and Temple sponsoring the show. George A. Hamid is operator of Steel 
singer Dick Roman are set for the | Pier, Atlantic City, owner of the circus and runs the N.J. State Fair at 
Bolero for a week starting July 25. | Trenton. Circus is coming in from tour in Canada, its last showing hav- 
Miyoshi Umeki, Academy Award-| ing been in Quebec. It will play under the open sky, the first time this 


year it has so been presented. 











GAC. Inmeluded on its roster are 
Johnny Mathis, Everly Bros., Eydie 
Gorme, Jimmie Rodgers, Nat King 
Cole, Paul Anka,, George Hamilton 
IV, Connie Francis, Patti 
among others. 

It was this hold on singers that 
enabled GAC to get into television 
in a powerful way. Biggest, of 
course, is Perry Como. It’s been 
the only office that has successfully 
sold and held onto variety pack- 
ages, viz, the Patti Page Show, the 
Boone Show, among others. 

Rockwell also invested in other 
businesses. One of his holdings, 
until recently, was a hamburger 
restaurant in California, which he 
sold out. He relinquished most of 
his personal California holdings 
including his home in Duarte, near 
the Santa Anita racetrack. He re-| 
cently built a home in Florida 








| first to distribute stock 


gues’ Manor Hotel Supper club.| where he had been spending holi- 
There is a chance he will be re-| days periodically. 

scheduled in August. Liberace and| Rockwell's first show biz assign- 
Teresa Brewer engagements still| ment was as a record salesman for 
stand but Garrigues has seven) Columbia on the Coast. He was 
open weeks to fill. Despite fat} later made head of the Okeh label, 


| budget, Garrigues is having diffi-| » @olumbia subsid. It was during 


| 


harking back to Johnny Mathis and 


“Show of Stars” flops of late, ““Van- 
couver will soon be the little town 
that isn’t there when the tour lists 
are made up.” Result was an all- 
time record in door receipts. 

Turnout was near capacity for 
first stanza, SRO for windup stint, 
grossing over $14,000 for a net of 
$11,050. 

Zollie Volchuk and Jack Enger- 
man, NWR bossmen, bring Maurice 
Chevalier into Exhibition Forum 
June 20, with Ricky Nelson into 
Exhibition Gardens the preceding 
night. Chevalier’s considered sure- 


| fire, but Nelson has become specu- 


lative, since he will be riding the 
ebbtide of rock ’n’ roll in this re- 
gion, and no columnist hereabouts 
is trying to reverse that. 
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Frank Verna and Jodie Sands. 
|Tony Santoro will be the first 
comic heard. from, followed by 


}to artist Jack Wallace for fourth 

|season. Others pacted include sing- 
Red Skelton will play the Rivi-'ers Gene Arcade and Ricci Bruno, 

era, Las Vegas, in August. Comic the Ned Swerdlow trio and organist 

was originally slated to play the Eddie Sheppard. 

inn in June, but death of his son, | c 

Richard, caused the postponement. | ners begin their sixth anni season 


jopened the spot 






culty finding headliners that he| this period that he went to the hill 
feels can perform weil enough to| country in the Ozarks and Tennes- 


Duncan and organist Nan Jones. 


fill the ‘big room nightly. How-| 
ever, he realizes that names are 
the only potential source of night | 
club profits for this location. When | 
he tried an ice show, it played to} 
only a handful. 
Suez’s Twe Rooms 

Eddie Suez, of Philly’s Suez- 
Rothbard agency, opens two rooms 
for his 15th anni season at Club 
Avalon. Mike Pedicine’s quintet 
opened the big room on Decoration 
Day weekend. Format for the sea- 
son will feature comedy and record 
singers, along with vaudeville acts. 
Singers inked include Joe Valino, 


Billy Kelly, Rummy Bishop and 
Ronnie Sterling. The Howard Rey- 
nolds orch draws the bandstand 
assignment. 

Suez will try a new approach for 
his spot with singing waiters in 
the Bulkhead lounge. They will be 
Puggy O'Neill, Frankie Springman 
and Penn Fay. Oddly enough, 
Springman hired his present boss, 
Suez, years ago at his Viking cafe 
in Philly when Suez was half of 
the dance team of Suez & Mein. 

Bohn’s 16th Season . 

Vet comedian Marty Bohn has 
started his 16th year on his own 
Nut Club stage. He is offering pan- 


The Matys Bros. with Judy Man- 


in Wildwood at Hotel Grenoble 
cafe. Also on the Grenoble bill will 
be m.c. Joe Hough, singer Louise 


Arabesque Wrestler 

Ture Duncan began his 28th sea- 
son of wrestling shows in Wildwood 
convention hall sports arena with 
a bill headed by Ricki Starr on 
Decoration Day weekend. Starr, a 
ballet dancer turned wrestler, is a 
top local favorite. 

Thomas Arces of the Lucky Club 
will head his floorshow with come- 
dian-singer Cozy Morley and his 
quartet. Morley will appear for 10 
}weeks. The Rockin’-Horses have 


Phil Bonelli and Eddie Rossi of 
the Hotel Biltmore Surf club will 
rock ‘n’ roll with a lineup of com- 
bos. The Joy Riders and Krazy 
Kats kick things off in June with 
the Honeycones set for the entire 
season, 

Charlie Johnson’s pacted Tony 
Stumpo for the season with Jackie 
|Lee and Val Vallee headlining 
| their Dot’s Spot club in West Wild- 
wood, ° 

Harry Levy’s Rainbow room has 
Jeorgie Young & His Rockin’-Bocs 
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see where he disked mountain 
music. He was later with the 
Brunswick label. It was out of this 
that he discerned the possibilities 
of the Mills Bros. and went into 
business for himself as their per- 
sonal manager. Later he aligned 
himself with O'Keefe and Mills, a 
partnership that split in 1939 ater 
GAC was a successful operation. 

GAC helped develoy a lot of man- 
agerial talent as well. Included in 
that roster were Mike Nidorf, Neal 


‘ 


Lang (now an exec with Hotel 
Corp. of America), Jack Philbin, 
and many others. Rockwell also 
saw the possibilities of taking 
execs from other fields and making 
them into agency execs. Prime} 


examples are Tom Martin, who) 
came from the Hitz Hotels chain; | 
Milt Krasny, who was an exec of| 
the Cleveland local of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians; and 
the present prexy, Kanaga, a sales! 
executive. | 


His Early Ventures 
One of Rock early business | 
ventures was a _ windowcleaning| 


business in Texas. One day, while | 
working on a high perch, the strap | 
broke. Instead of catapulting down, | 
Rockwell fell through the window. | 
He carried a long scar on his arm| 
as a result. While on vacation, he} 
nearly lost his life in a boating} 
accident, when the craft over- 
turned and he bumped into the 
propeller. He nearly bled to death 
before rescue came. | 

Rockwell worked hard, lived 
hard and drank hard. All of these} 
qualities contributed to his com-| 
paratively early demise at 57.) 
However, he was always in control 
of himself. 

Rockwell died after completion | 


CAB 





Thomas G. Rockwell Dead 


Cenmtinued from page 61 


As SR 
an important msision, perhaps the 
most important for the continua- 
tion of his agency—that of succes- 


Page, | Sion. Recently, he put through the 


plan that insures the continuation 
of the agency for many years in 
capable hands. He was among the 
to execs 
that he wanted to keep. When 
some of those who got stock left 
the agency, he bought back the 
holdings, so that there is no con- 
trol of the office outside of GAC. 

He left an organization that is in 
the process of growth. Some years 
ago, the agency started to absorb 
other offices for particular reasons, 
Thus GAC acquired George A. 
Hamid, a powerful agency in the 
outdoor field. It took over the New 
York branch of the Lew & Leslie 
Grade Agency of London, and with 
it made a mutual representation 
tie-in with the Grades. Thus it be- 
came a factor in the foreign field. 
Two weeks ago. it absorbed the 
Gale Agency, got Tim Gale in as 
an exec, and with it a list of sing- 
ers that can be used in the touring 
package shows. 

The agency is already considered 
one of the strongest in the disk 
field, thus refiecting Rockwell's 
early disk training, and ~ also 
Kanaga’s latter day grasp of the 
business. 

Funeral was held Saturday (31) 
at the Church of the Resurrection, 
in New York, witg the Rev. Mal- 
colm Foster officiating. Survivors 
ave wife, son and daughter. 
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Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 

Xavier Cugat, Abbe Lane (at 
supper only), Tito & Lilia Guizar 
(at dinner only), Caracollilo & 
Maria Rosa, Bela Babai Orch; $4 
cover. 





The Starlight Roof’s seasonal 
premiere Decoration Day eve (29) 
to many marks the formal bow of 
summer. For the past few years, 
the Roof has provided an aura of 
excitement there having been a 
few talent innovations brought in 
for the Park Avenue set. This sea- 
son, the Waldorf’s veepee and im- 
presario Claude C. Phillipe has gone 
off on a different vein, from that 
which was available for the greater 

art of the year in the downstairs 

mpire Room. He's put the Roof 
on a Latin kick with Xavier Cugat 
and a setup which has Caracollilo 
& Maria Rosa for both shows, and 
Tito Guizar & Lilia for the dinner 
display, while Mrs. Cugat known 
equally as well as Abbe Lane, 
moonlights over from the legit mu- 
sical “Oh, Captain” for the late 
show at this hospice. 

Cugat-is a perennial in the po- 
lite Latin circles. He purveys a 
civilized kind of dance incentive. 
His is a slower and perhaps sexier 
exposition of this terp form. His 
music is of the let’s-not-rush-intc- 
this-thing kind of music, and there 
has been a perpetual payoff at the 
boxoffice for his wares. Indica- 
tive is the fact that Cugie after a 
comparatively long run at the 
chain's Statler Hotel brings in a few 
pesos at the Hilton flagship for the 
summer run. The crew of 16 with 
its assortment of conga drums, ad- 
ditional rhythm instruments along 
with the brasses and reeds, has 
strong vitality and withal a bit of 
restraint that has kept him in the 
upper brackets for these many 
years. He has survived a lot of 
music vogues and dance forms. He 
and Guy Lombardo seem to be the 
durables of the dance biz. 

With the present bill, there’s lit- 
tle reason for a femme vocalist, 
especially with Miss Lane and Lilia 
Guizar chiming in with songs at 
one show or the other. 

Tito Guizar, once a staple on the 
eastside inn loop, hasn’t been in 
these environs for some time. This 
ranchero tuned caballero still has 
the vigorous delivery of the peon 
in the city for a wild time. There 
are the old favorites like “Rancho 
Grande” his trademark, and some 
of the ps that have made the 
rounds for many years. While his 
turn is a bit oldfashioned, it 
reaches the far corners of this 
room, and he gets a rewarding mitt 
even though he loses himself and 
forgets to come off. 

Apparently Guizar has trained 
his daughter in an oldtime theatri- 
cal tradition of constantly reform- 
ing at a high key. This 18-year old 
highly blonded end heavily made 
up girl is a striking looker. 
her father she works at her top 
level at nearly every moment and 
she shows some highly effective 
moments. However, at times it 
seems that she has paid a heavy 
toll for her able and hard delivery. 
Neither her comportment, style or 
songs is expressive of her youth. 
But like her father, she does punch 
along and the rewards in this room 
are ample. 

The openers this session are 
Caracollilo & Maria Rosa, who seem 
to have made the complete rounds 
of New York City before reaching 
this highspot on their American 
tour. The team opened this sea- 
son with Patachou in the legit 
house, went from there to Radio 
City Music Hall, and even now pres- 
ent a note of freshness and vital- 
ity. The duo have some artful 
flamenco routines, both solo and 
in tandem. Finding especially 


high favor is their dialog with cas- | 


tanets. It’s a fetching routine, 
but their dance. work reaches a 
high level and at times even pro- 
vides an arty note to the proceed- 
ings. 

For the relief chores Bela Babai 
dispenses an international flavor 
in his dance selections. This hos- 
pice is still a class buy and with 
Cugat as the major terp lure, the 
Summer visitors and natives as 
well will probably make the roof 
as a favored hangout. Jose. 


Mister Kelly’s, Chi 
Chicago, May 26. 
Elaine May & Mike Nichols, 
Betsy Duncan, Marx & Frigo Trio. 
$2.50 minimum. 





Like prodigals returned, Elaine 
& Mike are back in the burg where 
the team was spawned. The inter- 
im tumult for the pair has been 
lavishly documented (in itself a 
commotion), and if they're not ex- 
actly household words (yet), their 
notoriety and income is still on 


‘the upgrade. As expected, their 
Kelly’s opener (26) was SRO, and 
the youngsters generally were up 
to the occasion. 

For the homecoming, the team 


‘nlaek-Ege'>-diae| 


Like | 


log (significant here for the local 
mike spieler involved) as a teeoff 
—a click sketch of the pompous, 
platitudinous radio interviewer 
;and shallow film celeb, It’s their 
_most cutting bit, and by now has 
|minor classic status. Programwise, 


up, for the rest of what they dis- 


most of the route, couldn't quite 
match it. 

Rated by applause, they chalked 
beaucoup points too with their im- 


style in which to limn the scene. 
It’s revealing of the inventive stuff 
of which Elaine & Mike are made. 

Betsy Duncan, making her Chi 
preem, is an overshadowed chirper 
for this show, yet manages to 
cume off nicely with sweet pipes 
and good ingenue looks. Her voice 
jand style hint she’d showcase 
|better in mus:comedy ‘she did 
| “Pal Joey” on the Coast). A songa- 
|log that includes “Just Breezing 
Along.” “Will You Still Be Mine?” 
land “Strings of My Heart” needs 
| bolstering, and her special mater- 
}ial via Earl Brent isn’t so special. 
| But mostly this femme needs more 





|‘dentity and concept to hallmark | 


| the act. She’s backed neatly by the 
Marx & Frigo Trio. Pit. 


Sahara, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, May 27. 
Kay Starr, Wiere Bros., (3), 
Stanley Boys (4), Saharem Danc- 
ers (12), Louis Basil Orch 
produced by Stan Irwin; choreog- 
raphy and original music fer pro- 


Hitchcock; $3 minimum. 





Kay Starr, with her leg still in 
a cast (it was broken Easter Sun- 





but no dancing.” Full skirt hides 


jthe ailing gam as star sits on a; 


| special seat, effect being that she’s 
| standing erect. 

| In her w.k. stylized belting, she 
offers “Come One, Come All,” 
“When A Woman Loves A Man.” 
|“Lonesomest Gal In 


‘though, they could have slotted | 
this one to more effect as a wind- | 


closed, albeit very good and funny | 


provisation wherein tablers called | 
out open and close lines and the) 


(13); } 


duction numbers, Sonia Shaw, Bill | | 


day in a skiing accident) returns | 
to the Congo Room with “singing | 


Town,” | 


‘Steve Allen in Debut 
As Nitery Jazz Pianist - 
Via Roundtable Week 


Steve Allen has added another 


notch to his performing belt. The | 


tively recent cafe incarnations. 
Sometime ago, In Boboli ‘was the 
Cafe Tokay and more recently Cafe 
Romance. In this instance, the 
| Ops want a bedrock of food, hoping 
|to get a complete turnover by the 
| time the show is ready to start at 
| the after-theatre hour. 


In Boboli has gone in for the off- 


Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 
Los Angeles, May 28. 
Teresa Brewer, Allan Drake, 
| Terry-Tones (4), Freddy Martin 
| Orch (15); $2-$2.50 cover; $3 
| minimum. 





| 
: 
} Teresa Brewer—an amazing 


author, composer, lyricist, actor,| Broadway type of revue with anj| mother of four—retains the exu- 


comedian, disker, tv emcee moved 


| Equity cast. The show is labeled 


berance of a little girl, a commo- 


into still another field Monday (2) | “A La Carte” and has a cast of four | dity she dishes out on a toe-tapping 


when he made his nitery bow as a| performers, who seem to be com-|platter in her current Cocoanut 
jazz pianist at New York’s eastside | parative strangers to nitery modus | Grove engagement. She's a lively, 


Roundtable. Probably the oniy 
thing left for Allen now is a crack 
at six-day bike racing. 

| Allen has been doodling around 


;operandi. The show as scripted by 
Hans Holzer who has come forth 
|with a bookish type of humor that 
needs a strong grade of performer 


|charming performer w hOse opening 
| show brought forth audible and 
| laudable results. 

| Well known for delightful and 


the jazz field for many years and|to bring cut the author's intent. | pleasantly placed musical squeals, 
got an added indoctrination a few; The selection of songs has some | and about as bouncy a vocalist as 
years back when he payed the title | basis for performance values, but | jc around. Miss Brewer additionally 


role in Universal’s “The Benny 
Goodman Story.” It has all served 
him in good stead. Although he's 
not jazz’s answer to Van Cliburn, 
he does know his way around the 
keyboard and he does have a good 
rhythmic feel. 

For this one-weeker at the 
Roundtable, Allen has wisely sur- 
rounded himself such jazz top- 
notchers as Terry Gibbs (vibes), 
|Gus Bivona (clarinet), Mundell 
|}Lowe (guitar), Garry Frommer 
| (drums), and Gary Peacock (bass). 
It’s a nifty musical crew thet con- 
centrated on building a sustained 
rhythmic drive instead of goin 
overboard with flashy instrumenta 
| licks, And when the solo improvi- 
sations came up, Allen held h’s own 
at the 88. 

If through the vagaries of rat- 
ings, sponsors, etc., Allen and tv 
should part, there should always 
be a spot for him at the Roundtable 
and even Birdland. 

Spelling the 
as they are billed for this gig, is a 
| slick jazz crew headed by Tyree 
Glenn. In contrast to Allen’s work, 
the mood is driving and swinging 
all the way. It helps round out a 
well organized evening of jazz. 


| For the cocktail crowd, and on} 
take over, | 


before the jazzsters 
there’s a group called the Vio- 
| linaires. Combo consists of four 
femme fiddlers and a male guitar- 
ist. They dish out a pleasing and 
comfortable background sound for 
tippling. Gros. 


| “Lonesome Road,” “For Better Or | 


| Worse,” “You're My Sugar,” “Old 
|Rockn’ Chair,” “That's What The 
|'Good Book Says,” and her trade- 
mark, “Wheel of Fortune.” 
| gets excellent assistance with fine 
| blending of the Stanley Boys (4), 
‘and retains splendid control of the 


| pipes. Jerry Wiggins is her com- 


| petent 88er. 

| The Wiere Bros. (3), long faves 
in Vegas, are featured, and get 
booming yocks with their perfect- 
ly timed bits with the derby and 


violin props. Their offbeat comedy | 


|has a Continental flavor which is 
internationally accepted. Mildred 


| Seymour at the piano neatly fits. 


| her dual role as assistant and foil. 

“Call of India,” an East Indian 
extravaganza, and “Powder My 
| Back,” an original travesty on tne 
|chorines of yesterday, are the two 
|; plush and imaginative production 
{numbers by Sonia Shaw and Bill 
| Hitchcock. Duke. 


| Showplace, N. Y. 


Jim Paul Eilers presentation of | 


\Jerry Herman's “Nightcap”: with 
|Fia Karin, Kenneth Nelson, Char- 
jles Nelson Reilly, Jane Romano; 
| $2.50 minimum weekdays, $3.50 
weekends. 








The Sardi set and a lot of the 
wise musie publishing boys have 
been streaming downtown the past 
; couple of weeks to this small 
Greenwich Village nitery because 
the word _has gotten around that 
|cleffer Jerry Herman is a comer. 
| The word is right. 

Herman, still in his 20's, shows 
in this intime revue (which he di- 





| disciplined and directed could de- 
velop into a potent writer for 
Broadway and the music biz. 

He’s energetic, ambitious and 
prolific. For this nitery effort he 
conceived about 15 tunes (an as- 
sortment of rhythm, ballad and 
special material items) and two 
blackouts. That's a lot of work for 
any man, off-Broadway or on 44th 
St., and that’s what dissipates the 
overall impact of the show. It tends 
to have a one-note quality; the note 
is Herman's, of course, which 
makes his point-of-vieW, style and 
melodic efforts a little overbearing 
before they’ve run their course. 

Herman has enlisted four likable 
young people to purvey his wares. 
In Jane Romano he has an ener- 

ic brash thrush who can sell an 

nuendo and in Fia Karin he has 
a chirper who knows how to get a 
nice sound and some meaning into 
a ballad’s lyric. The boys, Kenneth 
Nelson and Charles Nelson Reilly, 
whip up lots of enthusiasm in their 


chores. 

It’s a small stage at the Show- 
place but everything flows smoothly 
which is a credit to stager Her- 
man, and dance deviser 





She | 


rected aS well as wrote) that he’s | 
got a big — and if properly | 


Black Orchid, Chi 
Chicago, May 28. 
Dick Shawn, Fran Jefferies, Joe 
Parnello Trio; $1.50 cover. 





Dick Shawn's comedics, achieve 
that balance of broad clowning and 


high satire that plays right down | 
the middle for yocks from all sides. | 


In short, no matter how diffuse the 
audience, the Shawn net snares 
‘em. 

Comic’s pace and timing is just 


about flawless, even with a 75-min- | 


|ute route for the opener with lots 
of celebs outfront. And even at 


that length, the act has material to | 


spare. His Civil War memoir 


‘echoing and re-echoing through | 
the turn) is old-hat by now, but! 


stands up to howls for the very 
Shawn virtues noted. There’s plen- 
ty of laugh mileage too in his 
schizo bit and rock 'n’ roll parody; 


, but maybe the highspot in his mime | 


of a swish baseball pitcher. 

_ Whatever he’s up to—gagging, 
singing, or comically dramatic— 
the Shawn wit is razorsharp and 
holds the tablers from gambit one- 
liners to a getaway that mocks sen- 
timental begoffs used by older acts. 
y Thrush Fran Jeffries curtain- 


raises in a lucid jazz style through | 
a pleasant songalog. Her pipes are | 


worthy, but her striving for vocal 
effect deprives the sound of any true 


excitement. Might help if she were. 


less intent on delivery and her ob- 


vious charms, and brought more. 


understanding to the lyrics. Joe 
Parnello Trio backs the show in 
savvy fashion. 

Buddy Hackett and Damita Jo 
open June 10. Pit. 





‘Im Beboli. N. Y. 


| Arturo Sacco & Marino Filiberti | 


| presentation of “A La Carte” with 
‘Christopher Cary, Vivian Lori, 
Patti Reno, Kenneth Shelton, 
James Leon at the piano; author- 
|composer, Hanz Holzer; no cover 
|or minimum. 





Arturo Sacco, for many years the | 
|maitre at the Blue Angel, and Ma- | 


|rino Filiberti, chef at that spot, 
pave gone in for a novel venture in 
|}a part of the town that may yet be- 
;come the swank nitery entertain- 
}ment sector in New York. They 
jhave gone into the Yorkville sec- 
jtion, where new and expensive 
apartments are going up in great 
numbers, and have opened what is 
primarily a fine restaurant, where 
supper entertainment is available. 
The pair are versed in both aspects 
of cafe operation, and one will at 
least be assured of tops in culinary 
accomplishments. 

In Boboli is named after the gar- 
dens of the Pitti Palace in Flor- 





Phys | ence. The spot has been altered, 
==-@ene<jhaving had a couple. OF enters 


j it's difficult to articulate with the 
|present troupe. The pacing com- 
| prises almost exclusiveiy of a suc- 
leession of tunes. The _ sketches 
are weak. In the song department, 
|Vivan Lori is an articulate singer. 
but seems to have been mismated 
lfor the type of tunes she has 
|selected. Patti Reno is a good- 
| looking blonde, and the lads Christ- 
lopher Cary and Kenneth Shelton 
|havé good voices, but little heart 
| for nitery work. 

| The basic premise of having an 
| off-Broadway type of presentation 
lis good. It brings in a literate 
|kind of customer, perhaps one ac- 
jcustomed to a fine Continental 
cuisine. If a show of this kind 
| clicks, it’s good for long runs. The 
/room is well-suited for this presen- 
\tation, and perhaps may yet hit a 
/combination that will firmly estab- 
lish it in the after-theatre firma- 
ment. Jose. 


“Allen All-Stars,” | 


Hotel Reosevelt, N. O. 
New Orieans, June 1. 

Anirews Sisters (3), Blackburn 
Twins & Jerry Collins. Bobby Blan- 

| que, Leon Kelner Orch ¢12). 
The Andrews Sisters’ first time 
jhere as headliners proved at the 
|opening just why they have been 
around for so long with such suc- 
| cess. They are a sol'd singing team, 
jand when it comes to blending 
| pipes and original styling, they are 
|tops. The sfsters sell their nos- 
talgic-laden wares in smooth and 
{effortless style. 

It’s when they take tableholders 
back to the Roarin’ 20’s that the 
| Andrews really get rolling in high 
| gear. The tunes include bits like 
“Last Night On The Back Porch,” 
“Don’t Bring Lulu,” “Barney 
Google” and others. For this seg- 
ment of act the Andrews quick- 
| change into costumes for dances of 
the period which net big hand 
| fiom customers. 
| Blackburn Twins are sporting a 
new look this trip. Long taves here, 
| boys recently added a new male 
| partner, Jerry Collins, and turned 
madcap comedians as well as danc- 
ers. Antics are zany and raucous 
and net plenty of guffaws and 
mitts. Comic bits have amazing 
sharpness. Old bits included trade- 
marked mirror dance. Liuz. 





| Le Cupiden, N. Y. 
Trudy Richards, Howard Beder, 
Ish Ugarti Trio, Cutton Trio; $3.50- 
| $5 minimum. 
| _ Playing her first N. Y. nightclub 
date, Trudy Richards made such a 
| solid impact with the first-night au- 
| dience here thats she seems assured 
of many additional club engage- 
ments in the city. She has played 
many of the eastern clubs and ho- 
tels. Opening show, played before 
the usual pre-holiday N.Y. crowd. 
was a real test for any singer. and 


artist, came through with unfurled 
colors. In fact, she was forced to 
'do numerous encores. 

This statuesque, ash blonde 
miss is smartly groomed. An in- 
| gratiating personality, she warbles 
with conviction, assurance and fine 
diction. 

Starting with “Wrap Your Trou- 
| bles Away,” on which she employs 
|} sort of a broken-style ‘and effec- 
| tive) delivery, she romps through 
| a well-chosen mixture of pops and 
|standards. “Easy Living” and 

“Wish You Were Here” are better 
| liked while “100 Years From To- 
'day” is done effectively. Miss 
Richards comes back to dg “Love 
For Sale.” which she sells solidly. 
The combination of “World On a 
String,” “Here I Go Again” and 


ployed in sort of a jam session 
which scores. She was recalled six 
times. 

Howard Beder, who also serves 
as emcee, clicks nicely with “Hoo- 
ray For Love” and “She's Funny 
That Way.” He projects well with 
an easy-going style of singing. His 
longrun here attests to his popu- 
larity. 

Ish Ugarti Trio plays the show 
smooth!y while the Cutton combo 
alternates for the dancing. Robert 





Miss Richards, a Capitol recording | 


“Taking a Chance on Love” is em- , 


Crescas formerly at the Versailles,| mation—and it's rather 


nice 
ig th acious Maitre d’ here,| know what “air raid” spells back- 
e gracio a 


jis downright compelling wit 

| thoughtful works such as “When I 
| Leave the World Behind” and “The 
Silver in Mother's Hair.” The 
rousing tunes—“There’ll Be Some 
|Changes Made,” “Don't Bring 
|Lulyw’’ and her record hits—are 
|still in the majority, and each is 
‘received heartily. Miss Brewer 
| works nicely with a fine male quar- 
/tet, the Terry-Tones, which adds 
|abundant spark, and her five cos- 
}tume changes, accomplished with 
|precision, add production to the 
| well paccd show. 

The Grove's entertainment direc- 
tor, Gus Lampe, has put together 
/an alluring showcase for his star, 
j;coming up with fine lighting, at- 
|tractive staging and an excellent 
'eomic, Allan Drake. Talking of 
'familiar things—wives, husbands 
‘and minks—Drake takes fine mat- 
erial and delivers it with skill. 
| First-nighters were particularly ap- 
preciative. 

Freddy Martin orch (15) is back, 
keeping time for dancers and back- 
ing Miss Brewer ‘under Herbie 
Edemiller’s direction with taste. 
Their intro, which highlights the 
musical sounds from Whiteman to 
Miller, is tops. Ron. 


Colony. London 


| London, May 23. 

| Wally Griffin, Felix King & Don 
Carlos Orchs; $5.50 dinner and 
$3.50 supper minimum. 





It’s third time around for Wally 
Griffin at this lush Berkeley 
Square restaurant—and he's as big 
a hit as ever. He adroitly combines 
wit, talent and humor and that 
spells out success ali along the tine. 

One of the great virtues of his 
act, so far as the West End is con- 
cerned, is that it is aimost entirely 
fresh and original. It’s first-class 
cabaret material and in a 35-minute 
show he uses only one standard 
number. In between his songs he 
also plays the funnyman with a 
succession of quick-fire gags that 
get a ready and continuous recep- 
tion. 

Easily the best and wittiest item 
in his show is his new version of 
the “Litt e Red Riding Hood” fairy 
tale, with the lyrics penned to fit 
some of the hit “Fair Lady” tunes. 
Another smash entry is a calypso 
which he calls “Woe Is Me,” a lyric 
loaded with laughs which he de- 
livers to his own bongo a 
ment. Another hit song is “Good 
Old Days,” a nostalgic entry, circa 
1978, looking back to the good old 
days of the present time. His one 
standard, “Just in Time” from 
“Bells Are Ringing,” provides an 
appropriate change of pace at the 
right moment. 

The resident Felix King orch is 
always on cue for the intricate 
backgrounding and, with the Don 
Carlos rhythm combo, take good 
care of the dance time. Myro. 


Crescendo. Holivwood 
Hollywood May 27. 
June Christy, Prof. Irwin Corey, 
Rene Touzet Orch (6!; $1.50 cover. 





June Christy is back at the 
Crescendo making music to look 
and feel lovable by, and if the frilly 
formula and rented white dinner 
jackets that filled the room open- 
ing night are any indication, her 
three-week stay will be bolstered 
by end-of-the-semester promgoers, 
It was a sure indication, at least, 
of Miss Christy's youthful follow- 
ing. 

Here is # sometimes whispering 
quality that takes a progressive 
arrangement and makes its lyric 
more than a pot of rhyming words. 
She tells a story with each song 
because, it seems, she has the abil- 
ity to listen to what she is singing. 
Her selections are typically Christy 
—“That’s All,” “Midnight . Sun,” 
“Something Cool”—and her fans 
feel scored upon with each. 

Prof. Irwin Corey, a holdover 
from the Crescendo’s previous bill, 
starts slowly with his pseudo-intel- 
lectual seminar but eventually 
| makes a poe | amusing class out of 
_ it. Most effective with his audience 
' participation ad libs, Corey throws 
| away a few bits of essential — 





ok) 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JUNE 4 
Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day ef show. 





NEW YORK CITY 
suele Hall § de Ballet 
Leg Bates | 
skegee Choir R. Paige Ore. 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE SYONEY 
Tivoli 9 Tivoli 9 
Rolly Rolls Ronalde (2) 
gias & Priscilla | Vic Hyde 
lorrie Dargie 5 ord Guest 
Billy Baxter Curibas 
Najas Geerge Holmes 
Alcetiys Gunter 
Derathy Costello Joe Martin 
Dalrays S Davis 
Patsy O'Hara Fiddess 
im Berinson Joe Jenkinsal 
Rae Morgan Al Leckie 
BRITAIN 
BIRMINGHAM Margo & John 
Hippodrome 2 Dennis Spicer 
Shirley Bassey Kerdites 
Kay & Kimberley Al Koran 


Arthur Worsley 
Granger’s Puppets 
Rose & Marion 
istin Juniors 
illy ‘Uke’ Scott 
King & Day 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 2 


Johnny Stewart 
Joan Rhodes 
Garth Meade 
Barbara Luw 
Londonairs 
Nenette 
Mong: oon B 
EDIN 





ncn 
Gate 2 
Johnson & Carr 
Manton Bros. 
Larry Marshail 
Richman & Jackson 
Soutulanders 
ney Barnes 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 2 
Hilltoppers 
oars & Swinson 
Alan Clive 
Flirabeti & Collins 
Hal Roach 
Marguerite & 
Charles 
Eva May Wong 
Emerson & Jayne 
GLASGOW 
Empire 2 
Gey Mitchell 


2 
Jeheny 3 ack 
Lloyd & Vy Day 
Peter Dulay 
Griff Kendall 
Agnette & Silvie 
LEEDS 


Empire 2 
Marty Wilde & Co. 
Silvie & Audrey 
Rewson & Ross 
Barl & Elgar 
Little Jehnuny & 


Jack German 
(VERPOOL 
Empire 2 

Robert Earl 


Audrey Jeans 
Joe (Mr. Piano) 


Jeffrey Lenner 


NEWCASTLE 
Empire 2 


Ken Swan 
Roy Rivers 


NORTHAMPTON 
New 2 


Rhoda Ro 

Cyril Dowler 

Ron Diilon 

Dennis — 

Lynton 

3 Dillionaries 

6 Modern Misters 

6 Chicks 

Cheesecake 
NOTTINGHAM 

Empire 2 


Jackie Dennis 


smond Lane 
r Gridneff 
n-Tones 

Duo Russmar 


SHEFFIELD 
ee 2 


Lonnie Donegan 
Gilbert & Sylvia 
—— B. Stuart 


Modley 
Grossetto 
Killick 














Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 
Bive Anget Jee Ricardel Ore © 
Michele Leura Betty Benee 
Shelly Berman 
Gee. Matson Celeste Holm 
Kingston 3% deni Roth 
Andy Sparks Ted Straeter Ore 
Bart Howard Mark Monte Orc 
Jimmie, von Trio | Hotel Roosevelt 
0! Samm: 
ae Lori AaB Ore 
‘atti Reno Lopez 
Christepher Cary H incent St. ay 
Kenneth a ~ Milt Shaw Ore 
r 
An Ray Bari Ore 
Felicia Sanders 
too & H ew Latin Quarter 
Joey Ross 


Three Flames 

Jimmie Daniels 
Cafe De Paris 

Sherry Britton 

Szenys 

Harrison & Kossi 

Rafael 

Pireska 

Buddy Clarke Ore 

Casanova 

Donna Dunn 

Margrit & Adrienne 
Chateau Madria 

Rafael Ruiz 

Rosa & Helen Del 
Campo 

Candi Cortez 

Ralph Font Ore 

Panchito Orc 
Copacabana 

Ella Fitzgerald 

Jimmy Nelson 


Michae! Durso Gre 
Frank Marti Ore 
Downstairs Room 
Julius Monk 
Mickey Deems 


Jean Arnold 
Gerry Matthews 
Sta een 


a 
El Chico 
Indios Trabajas 
Rosita Rios 
No. 1 Fifth Ave. 

Joey Carter 
Marti Baine 

Beb Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Joan Bishop 


Johnnie Ray 
Seven 


Ore 
a Romanian 
Julius LaRosa 
Gary Morton 
Bob Br 


Mac Pollack Orc 
MeKenna Line 


Joe — Ore 


Rosina 

Gas De Los Rios 
Ernest Schoen Ore 
Paul Mann 


Julie Daye 
Zeke Manners 


Abbe 
Hotel Pierre Tito & Lillia Guizar 
Btanicy Melba Ore a bai Orc 
CHICAGO 
Black Orchid Lillian Briggs 
Dick Shawn Eddie Jackson 


Fran Jeffries 
Joe Parnello @ 
Bilve A 


nget 

“Tropical Holiday 
Carmen Romano 
Pedre Roman 
Glamazons 
Lerd Christe 

Bive Note 
Gene Kenge (4) 


‘eres ¥ 
Jiggmy Decayte ¢ ; 2 


Jules Buffano 
a Roth 
Cook Orc 
Chez ‘Adorables @ 
Cloister inn 
Eddie 3 
Beverly Kelly 
Ramsey Lewis Trio 
Conrad Hilton 
Glenn & Coleen 
cL” 





Raye & 





Drake Hotel yy Kelly’s 
Denise Darcel Mike Elaine 
Betsy Duncan 
Jimmy Blade Ore | Marty Rubinstein 3 
Gate of Horn Marx & Frigo 
G ouse 
Josh White Stone Four 
ondon House Charlotte Rae 
Jo Jones @ Ben Arden Ore 
LOS ANGELES 
Avante Garde . — 
Ruth Olay om road 
Matt Dennis Trio poh 
Leeds an 
Meg Miles 


Billy Barty 

Bob. Bailey's tna 
ay 

Buddy ‘Lester 

Barbara Heiler 

Sammy Wolf 

Joan Kayne 

Dick Bernie 

Ivan Lane Ore 
Coconut Grove 

Teresa Brewer 

Alan Drake 

Freddie Martin Ore 
Crescendo 


June Christy 

Irwin Corey 

Renet Touzet Band 
881 Club 


Johnny Walsh 


em 
Chuck Miller 
a  * Niehaus > 


Gueeer club 
Joaquin Garay 
Na wis 
Les rker (5) 

Mocambo 


Rowan & 
Frankie a. 
Paul Hebert Orc 
Moulin Rouge 
Jimmy eae 
Sue Carso 
Donn Arden Revue 
Dick Stabile Ore 
late Bros. 
Don Rickles 
ido Musso 
Statier Hotel 
Carmen Cavallero 29 
Ed Bergman Ore 
Ye Little Club 
Annette Warren 


Martin 


LAS VEGAS 


rt tnn 
Betty Grable 
Jack Durant 
Art Johnson 
Donn Arden Dncrs 
Carlton Hayes Orc 
Dunes 
“Life Begins At 
Minsky’s” 
Pinky Lee 
Pat Amber Halliday 
Marquis Family 
5 Yokois 
Martine Vargas 
Eva Pavlova 
Gillian Grey 
Bruce Yarnell 
Cee Davidson Orc. 
ez 


Barry Ashton Dncrs 
Dick Rice Orch 


Ray Bolger 


Turk Murphy 

Ish — 

Flo Drey: 

Carmen Te Fave 3 
Riviera 


Liberace 
Sid Krofft 


Shecky Greene 


Ray Sinatra Ore 
Dukes of Dixieland 
Sahara 

Kay Starr 
Wiere Bros. 
Saharem Dncrs 
Louis Prima & 
Keely Smith 
Louis Basi) Ore 
Sands 


| Will Mastin Trio 
Sammy Davis Jr. 
Francis Brunn 
Bob Kaye 

Copa Gir 


San Souci 


Mile. =aets 
Bobby Blue Ore 


Coweyes Engler 
ae. Scott 


Frank Gusto 
Joe Fornaro 


Tropicane 
Walter Winchell 
Elaine Dunn 
Dante D’Paulo 
George Chakiris 
Lizanne Truex 
Jack Ackerman 
Nat Brandwynne 


MIAMI-MIAM! BEACH 


Americana 
Mimi Benzell 
Larry 
The Rivieres 
Jackie Heller 
Lee Martin Ore 
Maya Ore 

Balmoral 
Charlie Farrell 


Jose Curbelo Ore 


c 
Malagon Sisters 
Tommy Trent 
Dick Sterling 
Jacques Donnet Ore 


Smart Affairs 
peer Steele 
ose Hardaw: 
sir ir Lionel Beckels 
andere » 
Leonard a tees 


George Kaye 


Rascha Rodell 
Mal Malkin Ore 
Sonny Kendis Ore 


EI Patie 
Wingy Manone 4 
Rudy Ferguson 3 
oo Sherwood 

Fontainebleau 
Gosree. enemy 
Della R 
Piet Van “Brechts 
nese Schlamm 

Sacasas Orc 
Pupi Campo Ore 

Lucerne 
Havana Mardi Gras 
Diosa Costello 
Miles Velarde 

Casino 
Tonia Flores 
Tony & Francella 
Juan Romero 
David Tyler Ore 
Luis Varona Ore 
Murray Franklin's 
Murray Franklin 
Dick Havilland 

Carroll 


es Leigh 
Phyllis. Arnold 

iller 
Eadie Bernard 


MAVANA 


Calvet Orc 
Hi 


J. Moreno 
Fajardo Orc 
Nacional 


Maria Neglia 
Carlisse & Raymond 
Parisien Dncrs 

Ray Carson 
Dancing Waters 

W = Reves Ore 
Riviera 

Naldi 
Violeta Vergera 


Felix Guerrero Orc. 
Casino Playa Ore. 


Cetra 4 

Gloria & Rolando 

Victor Alverez 

Miriam Barreras 
Ore 


Berta Depuy 


Lage Sis 
Miguel Checkis 
Clara Castillo 
Fille Bergaza 
Fernando Mulens 
Tropicana Ballet 
S Suarez Orq ‘ 
4 Romeu Org 


SAN FRANCISCO 


440 Club 

y Bruce 
Belasco Four 
Billy Collin 

Backstage 
Joanne Beretta 


Bernard Bragg 
Roger Bullock 


Gay 90's 
Bee, Ray & Ray K 
Goman 
Jo Healy Dners 6 
Wally Rose — 


Earl Fatha Hines 
Ore 





mi Jazz 4 
y Street 
Kid Ory Ore 
rest Lounge 
Pete Daily Ore 
Fack’s tt 
Ruth Olay 
Mel ¥ 
oun, 
Folrmest Hotel 
ee Alexander 


E., Hegkscher Ore 


Joe Sunien 
Hi 


ungry | 
Betty Bennett 
Dave Ketchum 

Gateway Singers 








Trio | 


‘Bitter Sweet’ Romance 


| 
i 





| Theatrical Guild. 


SAN JUAN 
Intercontinental zea & Jack 
rgan al Jo 
Zonest Benes Pepito Torres Ore 
Dick eA Hector Naervey Ore 
Bruni R Normandie Hetel 
Francisco ago Ore | M. A. Ortiz 
Lito Pena Ore Raul De Meja 
Caribe-Hilton Alva & Rosario 
Mata & Hari Voodoo Orc 
Helen Aimee Cotiinion Room 
Pepita Ortega Tobaco Muniz 


Flamboyan Club 
Roberto Iglesias 
Cesar Concepcion 
Kiko Mendive 
Joe Vallejo Ore 


RENO 


Mapes 
Billy Eckstine 


Miguelito Miranda 
Ore 

Joe Blanco Ore 
onda: 


io Beach 
Stan Fisher 


Harolds Club 


Jodi 

idiots Bobby Wintels 

Kenny Knox Dorothy Claire 
Marrah’s Club Nancy 


Lee 
Jack Melick Trio 


poms ee Ed Fitzpatrick Ore 


Lee Nortinas 





Windsors 
Saunder & Miller Billy Ward . 
Holiday Dominoe 

Martha Davis & Harry Raneh Ore 
Spouse Riverside 

Commodores Geisha Girl Revue 

Richie Bros. wens eae 

Strollers Sta 

Sabres Bill. Clittord Ore 




















Continued from page 1 


gram adjunct), a member of the 
N. Y¥. Stock Exchange, a former 
deputy commissioner of commerce 
of New York City, close to Presi- 
dents Roosevelt and Truman, 
prominent in Democratic politics, 
and a staunch civic worker. An 
Irishman, he was a member of the | 
board of directors of the Jewish 


| biz and civic benevolences knew no 


religioso or party lines. me 

true of Miss Monroe, and still is. 
Sauter was said to own consid- 

erable Long Island and Queens 


| property and while the technical 


“Havana Heatwave” | 


‘iris 
Antonio Morelli Or: | Probate 


identification in his will, filed for 
last Wednesday (28) in 
N. Y. Surrogate’s Court, lists the 
formality of valuing his estate at 
“more than $20,000,” those who 


| know him figure that it could be 


| 1943. 


|Clare’s Academy, 


| 


| theatrical 
}an actress, 


|I legiter. 
| comedy, 


close to the $1,000,000 mark. 
The will was drawn Feb. 27, 
It also names Miss Monroe 
an executrix of the estate. 
Will made no mention of Sau- 
ter’s aunt, Sister Cleouhs, St. 
Hastings-on-Hud- 


son, N.Y., or of an uncle, Arthur 


| J. Callan, of Brooklyn. 


Miss Monroe was one of those 
babies whose mother, 


bows during a performance of | 
“Top o’ the World,” a World War | 


opera and radio since and | 
identification with 
anthem brought 


her 


tional her 


| Washington before a House Judi- | 


| altered.” 
“Star Spangled Banner” some 5,000 | your 


|}make it easier 


aa Continued from page 2 


| 


ciary subeommittee to ie) 


“lower a few of the top notes 
maybe, but 
the basic melody 


I feel strongly that | 
should not be 
As one who has sung the | 


times, by her own count. at World 
Series, conventions, ball parks, 
benefits and other public gather- | 
ings, she supported a move to 
for the masses to} 
sing our national anthem. 


‘Welles Answers Critic 

















gether. This is understandable in| 


| the light of the wholesale re-edit-| Everybody is having a lovely time | 
ling of the film by the executive |. 


| producer, a process of rehashing in 


which I was forbidden to partici- 
pate. Confusion was further con- 


pared 


Sauter’s show | 


Same was | 


brought onstage for | 


the na- | 





Continued 


ing. All the vauceries have been 

hard hit, and most are blacking 

out for the summer already. 
Paris Cinema Biz Hit 

The tense French-Algerian poli- 
tical situatian hit the Parisian film 
theatre boxoffices fairly hard, es- 
pecially first-run spots. Champs 
Elysees theatres were badly af- 
fected because the early rioting 
occurred there, although things 
are quiet now, public anxiety still 
is keeping people away from this 
section. 

A general falling off of the b.o. 
has been noted all over Paris. 
Also, the adherence to video and 
radio to keep up on events is an- 
other downbeat boxoffice factor. 
In fact, General De Gaulle’s re- 








tionalized theatre newsreels, 

Due to the falloff, new feature 
pix had their opening dates set 
back until the tensions could be 
|}eased. However, production has 
{not been troubled so far. 

If De Gaulle can bring back some 
|stability there may be a rush to 
this city of night and light, and it 
might overcome its present show 
| losses. 
| Maybe the French are surfeited 
|with crisis. If DeGaulle didn’t 
get his investiture there would 
|have been strife and even blood- 
|shed with paratroop invasion from | 
Algeria not too farfetched. On the 
other hand the English, and per- 
haps also the American press, over- 
sensationalized things here. 

American- gone - French actor- 
singer Eddie Constantine, who flew 
to London and was quoted by re- 
porters that he “had to come to 


quiet in Paris” gives the lowdown 
on the gay capital’s status by in- 
direction. Obliquely he sums up 
the fact that, tourism falloff or not, 
things are by no means gay here 
at the moment. 





From the Champs Front 
Informal communiques from 
Parisian showmen speak for them-| 





selves, for example 20th - Fox's 
Continental story editor George 
Marton: 


“Don’t blame Americans for can- | 
celling travelling plans. However, | 
as you probably know, the situa-| 


She has een m musi- | tion always looks much more worse | 


| from a distance of 3,000 miles. 
“The French continue to eat! 


to | bouillabaisse and I cannot say that| 


Paris offers a picture of distress. 
On the contrary, what I find amaz- 
ing is the apathy of the people 
towards the happenings. 

“Concerning the show business 
at this end, I can only answer to 
question that, as far 
France goes, it is lousy. The thea- 
tres seem to be the only ones to 
suffer from the crisis and they are 
more or less empty.” 

Preston Sturges’ Advice 
Playwright Preston Sturges, long | 


| domiciled in Paris, is typically in-| 


souciant: 

“Americans apparently make the 
| mistake of reading their own head-| 
| lines. Paris is beautiful, gay, inter- 
| esting and short of nothing: includ- 
| ing peace, security and good will. | 


the Champs-Elysees is full of 
amiable strollers . the theatres | 


| taurants are full of good food. This| 


cent press confab got video cover- | 
age but was forbidden to the na-! 


England for excitement, it was too) 


founded by several added scenes has not stopped .people from can-| 
which I did not write and was not celling their trips and ruining the | 
invited to direct.” | tourist season and the air compa- 

Welles went on to complain that | nies . . . nor people like my wife 
a film-maker cannot afford to use | from ‘telephoning from Los Angeles 
his own tools and that only eight | a couple of hours ago to find out it 


|times in 20 years has he been|I was still alive and well. She had 


jby a 
| quickie shooting schedule of 20; 





given the use of such tools. “Only | 
once my own editing of a film has | 
been the version put into release. | 
Excepting the Shakespearean ex- 
periments, only twice have I been 
given any voice at all in the ‘level’ 
of my subject matter,” continued | 
Welles. “I have to take what 
comes along or accept the alterna- 
tive, which is not working at all.” 

He then switched to “Macbeth,” 
which alleges Welles, was dictated 
“B-minus” budget with a 


days. “Hence,” claims Welles, 
“the papier mache stage effect.” 
Comparing the vigorous use of the 
old biack-and-white aperture with 
the rigid technical limitations of 
the new widescreen systems, 
Welles described the old methods 
as a language, not a bag of tricks. 
“If it is now a dead language,” 
sighed Welles, “I must face the 
likelihood that I shall not again 
be able to put it toe the service of 


any.theme of my own chopsing,”, 





|} at least the good sense to tele- 
phone. If Yanks did likewise and 
phoned pals in Paris they would be 
in Paris now, instead of fuming in 
New York. ~ 

“The DeGaulle matter is all for 
the best because the democratic 
theory only works up to a certain 
point and the French Assembly 
had reached absurdity. People who 
like to scare themselves are won- 
dering what will happen if the 
Communists refuse to accept De- 
Gaulle, but as there are something 
like 60,000 police in Paris, nothing 
is going to happen at all... and 
the same is true of the 5,000 para- 
chutists they say will come over 
from Algiers unless DeGaulle is 
accepted at once. DeGaulle would 
be the first te have them locked 
up.” 

Beaucoup Air Cancellations 

An airline official*in Paris who, 
for obvious reasons of doing a dis- 
service to the cause of tourism, 


should, Fepain gponnmaus feels: 





DeGaulle Crisis Belts Tourism 


from page 2 


“Under the circumstances I think 
postponing a Paris trip is quite 
right. There’s no shooting or 
bashing of heads, but the possibili- 
ity of strikes is always an annoy- 
ance if you are only here a few 
days. The atmosphere of tension 
makes people think twice before 
launching into festivities.” 

Guil'o Ascarelli of 20th-Fox ob- 
serves: “Things seem to be set- 
tled around here now, and I don’t 
think there will be a revolution 
this time. Surely by the middle 
of July matters will be clearer. To 
your surprise you may then find 
a good or bad government in 
France, but in amy case a steady 
one. Seriously speaking, it was 
smart to put off any tourism trip 
now because there is a strange 
feeling of nervousness in the city, 
and I don’t think tourists would 
have enjoyed Paris under such 
conditions.” 

Charles Torem, Yank attorney 
with the Paris branch of the Cou- 
dert Freres jaw firm, observes: 
“We who are about to die, salute 
you. A cab driver last night told 
me that this morning when I got 
up the city would be full of barri- 
cades in protest of General De- 
Gaulle. The only barricades I 
saw was the chair I tripped over 
{in my livingroom as I was rushing 
|out to the office. Am sure it locks 
| worse States-side than here.” 
| Capitol Records prexy Glenn 
| Wallichs saw no violence last week 
|in Paris but there were quite a few 
demonstrations and he stood on 
the Champs-Elysees until 1:30 a.m. 
watching the Guard Mobile, the 
gendarmerie and the flics (cops) 
swing their capes and billies at the 
slightest attempt at riot. The 
honking of the horns in concert as 
the motorcades traversed the 
Champs was also an awesome ef- 
fect and Wallichs, having com- 
pleted his business by Thursday, 
decided not to wait and fly home 
on Sunday (1), as originally sched- 








| 





As evidence of no flight of tour- 
| ists from the capital were the signs 
| at PanAm and TWA about “plenty 
;of seats” but that didn’t mean 
| tourists weren't going to London 

or Rome in greater numbers. Wal- 
lichs said the hotels appeared 
quite full. 

Songsmith Buck Ram, aficianade 
|of rock ‘n’ roll, and also personal 
manager for several r&r group3, 
jmade the UPI wire service with a 
quote, “Man, if we could import a 
few of those cops to New Yerk or 
my home town (Chicago), our kids 
‘would be lining up for Sunday 
| school.” This had to do with a fly- 
jing wedge of Paris flics routing a 
|horde of juvenile delinquents whe 
|had invaded the _ fashionable 
| Champs-Elysees sector on the wave 
of the De Gaulle frenzy. 

David (CBS) Schoenbrun’s book, 

|“As France Goes” (could be re- 
tagged, per Art Buchwald) “As 
| France Went.” Arrestingly, this 
| book is published in Germany with 
| a colloquial variation amounting to 
“What Gives With France?” (“Was 
| ist los mit Frankreich?’’). 











| Symph and Swing 


| are full of good plays and the res-| 





Continued from page 1 —= 


i circuit and BG is blowing at 
he Brussels Fair. 

Up until the success of Van Cli- 
burn, who scored a few weeks age 
in the Soviet’s piano competition, 
the U. S. music emissaries had 
been culled primarily from the jazz 
field. Now the longhairs seem te 
be taking over with the successful 
engagements being racked up by 
the N. Y. and Philly symph groups. 
Both are touring under the spon- 
sorship of ANTA (American Na- 
tional Theatre & Academy). 

The N. Y. Philharmonic cur- 
rently is winding a six-week tour 
of the Latine countries while the 
Philadelphia group is on a seven- 
week trek of the Continent which 
also includes the Iron Curtain 
countries. 

At Brussels Saturday (31), Good- 
man celebrated his 49th birthday 
with a bash at the Grand’Place 
(Market Place) playing a program 
of music he made famous. He 
drew 10,000 persons. 

Columbia Records, incidentally, 
is recording BG's Brussels gig to 
be called “Benny at Brussels.” Col 
also records the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic and the Philadelphians. 


RCA Victor put Van Cliburn into 
tae groove last, weeks, ony cee rt 
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House Reviews 





Masie Hall, N. Y. 

“Jubilee,” produced by Leon 
Leonidoff, with The Tuskegee In- 
stitute Choir (Redlord. Patterson 
director), Peg-leg Bates, 
O’Banion, Corps de Ballet, Rock- 
ettes, Music Hall Symphony Or- 
chestra directed by Raymond 
Paige; sets, Jumes Stewart Mor- 
cem; costumes, Frank Spencer; 
lighting effects, Eugene Braun; 
ballet director, Margaret Sande; 
“No Time for Sergeants” (WB), 
reviewed in Variety May 7, ’58. 





Tradition and splendor of the 
oldtime south are the basis of the 
Music Hall's fresh bill this week 
is an engaging, colorful panorama 
aptly called “Jubilee.” Top turn 
in the Leon Leonidoff production 
and rightly so is The Tuskegee In- 
stitute Choir of some 35 mixed 
voices. It’s the first time, inci- 
dentally, that the Negro group has 
appeared at the Hall since parti- 
cipating in the Rockefeller estab- 
lishment’s inaugural stageshow 25 
years ago. 

Well disciplined under director 
Relford Patterson, choir does four 
numbers including such familiar 
vocalistic excursions as “Deep Riv- 
er” and “Battle Hymn of the Re- 
public.” It’s well nigh perfect 
harmony as the unit of matched 
voices deftly handles “Oh, What 
a Beautiful City” and “Russian 
Picnic.” Jeannette Pitts and Rich- 
ard Lowrie score nicely as soloists 
on “Picnic” and “Battle Hymn,” 
respectively. 

Particularly eyecatching is the 
“Here Comes the Showboat” se- 
quence in which the Corps de Bal- 
let delicately pirouette some 
imaginative routines. This’ paves 
the way for a “pirate” scene on 
the vessel proper, with monopedic 
— Peg-leg Bates getting a 
sock reception for his “sailor’s 
hornpipe” and sundry other foot- 
work. Winding up the “shipboard” 
show is a rousing solo of “Ol’ Man 
River” by Delano O’Banion who's 


ably backed by the Tuskegee 
choir. 

Per usual, the Rockettes are 
audience faves as “Southern 
Belles” in some snappy precision 
dances by Russell Markert. Finale 


is a technical triumph in the Hall’s 
tradition what with the entire 
company on hand as filmed scenes 
of the Mississippi are faintly seen 
on a scrim. This slowly disappears 
to reveal the outlines of a rood 
size river steamer in vari-colored 
lights. 

Mason-and-Dixon theme is tipped 
at the outset by a “Southland” 
medley by the Music Hall Sym- 
phony orchestra under Raymond 
Paige’s direction. Rating nods, 
among other production staffers, 
are James Stewart Morcom’s set- 
and. Eugene Braun’s lighting ef- 
fects. Withal; “Jubilee” is pleas- 
ant hot weather stage fare that 
will obviously delight the tourists. 

Gilb. 


L’Olympia, Paris 
Paris, May 26. 
Cab Calloway, Jacquleine Mail- 
lan, Francis Claude, Billy Nen- 
cioli, Michele Matey, Sine Slides, 
Galanes (3), Walgardis (7), 
Steenbacks (3), Erpap; $1.75 top. 





Cab Calloway has to buck the 
political crisis here, which is cut- 
ting Into show biz somewhat, and 
this, coupled with the fact that he 
is.not too well known to the gen- 
eral public, but only to playgoers 
for his “Porgy and Bess” appear- 
ance some years ago, may make his 
pull chancey for this three week 
stint. An overlong show does not 
help either. 

Calloway comes on in his white 
tails and segues into a flock of 
standards to get over the lingo bar- 
rier, He still has stamina and belts 
out such well known items as 
“Ain’t Necessarily So,” “Summer- 
time,” “St. Louis Blues,” ete. 
Though in fine fettle, his trade- 
mark of hectic bandleading falls 
off with a French orch to conduct, 
but his terping helps give him 
breather. This shows the solid 
durability of Calloway as a per- 
former. 

Jacqueline Maillan is an acidu- 
lous. singer-comedienne with fine 
material. Her timing, needle- 


sharp voice and solid content get|ing $8 


yocks and make her a standout on 
this bill. Francis Claude a 
his small boite act into this big 
house and it does not work. - 
ing for audience complicity v 
word games, and well worn stories, 
have this only an ordinary entry. 
He'll have to rework his repertory 
for the house boards. 

Billy Nencioli has pleasant war- 
bling style and some lilting self 
‘ cleffed ballads. 


Only difficulty 
the sameness* 6? inétiy. 6f' the! soos: 


Delano to 









which can lead to ‘monotony. But 
his ease, personable qualities and 
warm voice set him up for a future 
star singing status here when he 
works out a more variegated reper- 


ire. 

Michele Matey is an okay chirper 
but lacks the individuality to es- 
tablish her for the top ranks. A 
velvet voice is good for her choice 
of lowlife songs but she misses the 
punch and personality to give them 
a distinctive, personal quality. She 
also chooses songs already con- 
secrated by such biggies as Edith 
Piaf and Patachou and she suffers 
in comparison. She stays mainly a 
good filler singer. 

Galanes do some okay ballads 
and terping for filler purposes. 
Walgardis are a bounding teeter- 
board act which enliven this 
rather topheavy singing program. 
Steenbacks have two men cavort- 
ing on unicycles around a well 
stacked giri pose quietly among 
them. They duel for her, sudden- 
ly break into a-waltz, etc. It shapes 
a gocd filler. Erpap does paper 
cutouts and builds animals from 
balloons. This is oldfashioned but 
always registers well. Sine Slides 
depict word puns on the word cat 
with appropriate pictures. It is 
witty and clever and takes well in 
this big house. ; 

Due to the present crisis, and 
the difficulty in | top calibre 
headliners, this flagship house will 
close down for July and August 
after the next show. It reopens 
in early September. Mosk. 


Glasgow, May 29. 
Robert Earl, Larry Marshall, 
The Kentones (4), Cherry Wainer, 
with Don Storer, Peter Groves 
Trio, Joe Church, Reg Thompson, 
Igor Gridneff, Bobby Dowds Orch. 


Robert Earl, disk singer, heads 
this layout, one of the strongest 
and most varied at this vaudery for 
some months. Singer registers 
with ballads such as “With All My 
Heart,” “My Special Angel” and 
“If I Loved You.” Also gives out 
in songalog from “Carousel” exit- 
ing to warm mitting. 

Larry Marshall, local comedian, 
given strong hypo over past eight 
months via mid-day billing in local 
indie tv’s “One O'Clock Gang” 
meanders on-stage to solid reaction 
from fans, and scores pleasantly 
with topical talk and allusions. He 
is joined in comedy by Charlie Sim, 
one of his tv-show aides. Com- 
edian gets-by pleasantly and shows 
value of a tv impact on vaude out- 
fronters. 

The Kentones harmony quartet, 
are lively group in songs ranging 
from “Wake Up Little Susie” to 
“Catch Falling Star” and “Let’s Go 
to the Hop.” Ensemble are three 
males and one peppy femme, who 
steals much of the attention with 
her vivacity. 

Cherry Wainer, dainty organ art- : 
iste, gives out rhythmically in 
bright numbers and gives scope to 
partner Don Storer on drums in 
“When Saints Come Marching In.” 
Femme ranges in tunes from “Te- 
quila” to “Warsaw Concerto.” Act 
is offbeat and scores. 

The Peter Groves Trio kick off 
with “Johnny-O” and features a 
lively distaffer brunette. Reg 
Thompson gags amusingly and 
plays harmonica. Joe Church pat- 
ters strongly, and garners steady 

ocks throughout. Igor Gridneff 
Saeheas precariously on a nod 

or 





customer gasps. 


Unit Reviews 


Nat King Cole Show 
(PARAMOUNT, . PORTLAND) 
Portland, Ore., May 29. | 
Nat King Cole. Show with. Con- 
nis Francis, Nelson. Riddle Orch 
(18), Vera Lee. ...At Peramount 
Theatre, Portland,. Ore., May. 28; 
$4.50 top. 


The new Nat: Cole show invaded 
the Pacific Northwest with its 
ees at the 3400-seat Paramount 

heater and grabbed a disappoint- 

100 for ane performance.. 
Show is divided into two 45-min- 
ute sessions with e star taking. 
over the stage for the second half. 

beef after the curtain fell 
was that the show was much too 
short considering the tab. First 
gl is saved only by Connie Fran- 
¢ 


Cole holds the audience in ¢ont- 
plete command throughout. He 
eebe solid mitting for every ‘tune, 

le 











‘try style. 





Eile thal ok 6 ee lt 


time and stops the show with his 


“Whoopee”. trio assists ably, 
Nelson Riddle orch which is on 
for several numbers before and 
between acts, lacks show im- 
pact, Miss Francis closes the 
first half after belting out some 
of her platter stuff for 20 min- 
utes. Gal is a good saleslady and 
does a nifty specal material bit 
with Harry Ruby cleffed tunes. 
Encores with a clever “You Need 
These Hands” after donning white 
gloves for hefty applause. Dancer 


WALTER WINCHELL 
Dancing, Newscasting 
18 Mins. 

Tropicana Hotel, Las Vegas 





;an entertainer at the Palace on 





GABRIEL & JORGE DE LOS 
RIOS 
Songs, Instrumental 
15 Mins, 
Walter Winchell last appeared as | Viennese Lantern, N. Y. 


Gabriel & Jorge de los Rios hit 


Vera Lee, in the opening slot, fails | Broadway in 1934, so his 18-min. /a strong stride in this Max Loew 


to register. 


|turn, cleverly integrated into the 


emporium with instrumental and 


Show was presented here by /| basic production of Monte Proser’s | song work. The tenor plays a gui- 


Northwest Releasing and contin- 


|“Tropicana Holiday,” obviously | 


tar, while the baritone works on a 


ues on to Seattle, Vancouver, Spo-| comes under the heading of New| bandaneon, a smaller type of ac- 


kane, Edmonton, Winnepeg, Cal- 
gary, and Regina for the Zolly 
Volchock-Jack Engerman outfit. 
The Rickey Nelson Show is in next 
for NWR on June 27 followed by 
Maurice Chevalier. The Cole show 
returns to Los Angeles after light 
one niters in the pres 
eve. 


Grand Ole Opry 
(COLISEUM, OTTAWA) 
Ottawa, May 30. 
Hank Snow production with 
Hank Snow, Wilma Lee, Stoney 
Cooper, Cowboy Copas, Jimmie 
Snow, Carol Lee, Sleepy Mc- 
Daniels, Rainbow Ranch Boys (4), 
CFRA Happy Wanderers (3); at 
Coliseum, Ottawa, May 29, ’58; 
$1.50 top. 


Hank Snow’s “Grand Ole Opry” 
hit Ottawa Thursday (29) night on 
a six-week Canadian tour that teed 
off May 7 in Edmonton, Alta., and 
ends June 15 in Yarmouth, N. S. 
That's near birthplace of Snow, who 
worked on fishing boats at age 12 
and has been singing since he was 
22. This time he had with him 
not only his 22-year-old son Jimmie 
(like his dad an RCA Victor disker) 
but latter’s recent bride Carol Lee, 
one of the Cooper Family (Stoney 
Cooper, Wilma Lee), all in this 
unit. It'll play U. S. tours in Au- 
gust and tober. as usual, doing 
about 80 days a year on the road, 
rest of time broadcasting from 
WSM, Nashville, where Snow now 
lives and has just opened a music 
school. Frank Ryan's radio station 
CFRA brought unit here, with its 
Joe Brown handling arrangements. 

Show opened with well-received 
gag from Cooper, then into a solid- 
beat “Blues Don’t Mean a Thing,” 
instrumental by attractive Wilma 
Lee; her dad, fiddler-emcee Stoney 
Cooper; her pretty brunette sister 
Carol Lee; and CFRA Happy Wan- 
derers. Both sisters played guitar, 
wore blue gingham frocks. 

Brief comedy routine was fol- 
lowed by “Home Sweet Home,” 
twanged and scraped very fast with 
melody first barely caught in back- 
ground, then taken strong by ban- 
jo. After a Hank Williams song, 
Wilma Lee belted “The Tramp On 
the Street,” seguing into a parallel 
with Christ on the cross. 

A hoedown number quickly fol- 
lowed, then Carol Lee joined her 
father in some nice harmony, and 


!soloed “White Silver Sands,” Her 


sister did “Walking My Lord Up 


Calvary Hill” in tones that could | ; 


have been heard in Nashville. That 
section, lasting 28 minutes, was 
followed by 20 minutes of Cowboy 
Copas, tall and beaming in a gold- 
trimmed scarlet suit, azure tie, gui- 
tar and curl-brimmed farm straw- 
hat. He was backed by the Rair- 
bow Ranch Boys who played the 
rest of the show. 

They were cheered, and ditto 
Jintmie Snow, a skinny, axe-faced 
but dimpled chap with the inevi- 
table geetar and a quiet melodious 
voice. Most of his songs were r&r 
or close to it. He and wife Carol 
Lee dueted with heads together, 
drawing whistles. They did 12 min- 
utes and left °em wanting more. 

Post-intermish, the audience 
raised the roof when Hank Snow 
himself appeared—a_ saturnine, 
rock-voiced guitar bearer in a sky- 
blue suit with glistening silver 
patches on sleeves and breast and 
a tie of gleaming gold. He did 
mostly straight c&w teeing off with 
“Tangled Mind,” in which his high 
notes were mellifluous, though the 
low ones rasped in approved coun- 
No limelight hog, he 
frequently st behind while 
sideman Chu Wise and others 
soloed. Even then he background- 
ed with his guitar, and was on 35 
minutes without a break. He’s a 
very skillful bender of melody and 
purveyor of what. at one point, he 
briskly termed “Tennessee corn. 
Wild applause was the result. 

Show took a breather while bass- 
man Sleepy McDaniels, who's 
slipped out, reappeared in comic 
semi-tramp costume for nine min- 
utes’ comedy. He slayed *em stead- 
ily with mildly bluish jokes, one 
or two rural. Snow, returning, did 
another 10 minutes, with finale 


“ ’ ” i i 
sores i 8, Mt sg 


Acts. 
Winchell is introed at the begin- | 
ning of the show via a walkalong | 
bit at the side of the theatre | 
against a backdrop of Manhattan. | 
| Tne newsboys, cops, chorines, and 
/actors greet him as he strolis to- 
| ward his Daily Mirror office, and 
at one point he pauses for a. soft- 
shoe routine with Dante D’Paulo, 
which proves that he's still an okay 
| hoofer. Special lyrics by Gordon 
| Jenkins guide him into his office, 
| where he talks with Desi Arnaz 
on the phone—Arnaz tells him to 
|come to Hollywood immediately to 
| start preparing his tv films. The 
| transition takes Winchell to the 
| Coast, where Desilu is also making 
ja pie called “Tropicana Holiday.” 
|The production numbers are the 
same as those in the Jayne Mans- 
field, Ernie Kovacs & Edie Adams 
shows—still the most spectacular 
and cliche-stripped in Vegas. 
| Winchell reverts to Winchell in 
a brief but exciting newscast scene 
in which he socks across up-to-the- 
minute national, international, and 
Vegas news in his familiar style, 
even throwing in tips on the stock 
market. Highlight of the bit was his 
revelation of facts he’s uncovered 
about a murder in Florida (the 
victim’s family was in the first- 
night audience) and his assertion 
that it may be the biggest story 
he’s ever covered, because he 
believes the killer was paid by 
someone with powerful political 
influence—“and he’s the guy I’m 
after.” 

Jenkins shows genius in words & 
music which describe photos flash- 
ed on a screen which are from the 
Winchell family album. The Don 
Williams Singers background the 
snapshots which range from child- 
hood through poses with celebs (in- 
cluding Elsa Maxwell) up to Ike 
(“he’s probably telling him to keep 
his eye on the ball’’). 

Two new Jenkins numbers, “WW 
Mambo” and “Broadway Ballad,” 
latter with lyrics by Winchell, are 
Hit Parade material. The “WW 
Mambo” is danced first by the 
smooth and handsome team of 
| Steven Peck & Lita Leon. Winchell 
once again becomes the entertainer 
when he takes Miss Leon as his 
partner and demonstrates he's an 
expert mamboman. He terped l'ke 
a pro on opening night, despite the 
fact he was in pain from a torn 
muscle in his back suffered during 
rehearsals. 

Vet announcer Jean Paul King is 
type-cast as Winchell’s announcer. 
Earl Barton rates special credit for 
the job of staging, and the new 
sets by Glenn Holse are outstand- 


ng. 

With Winchell headlining, “Trop- 
icana Holiday” is a unique and 
pleasantly novel show—a _ nitery 
“first” skedded through June 10. 
The columnist, who admits being 
a ham, is having his fun, and the 
Damon Runyon Cancer Fund is 
richer by $70,000—$35,000 a week 
for the two weeks. 

Joe E. Lewis summed up the 
attitude of many firstnighters who 
were frankly expecttng Winchell 
to “flop at the Trop” when he said, 
“I was a little disappointed — 1) 
liked the show!” Duke. 





SHEILA ARNAUD 
Songs 


25 Mins. 
Windsor Hotel, Montreal 

A honey-blonde of medium 
height, Shella Arnaud, a former 
Montrealer, makes her ‘local debut 
in the Windsor HoteF’s Embassy 
Room with. okay results. 

On night caught, an indifferent 
and rather sparse crowd took a 
little warming-up. before. Miss Ar- 
naud gained their attention but, 
once under way, thrush picked up 
a nice reception. Song selection 
follows the usual cafe chirper’s 
pattern; a breezy opener, a ballad, 
something of a special nature and 
then a collection of tunes from a 
show or film. The medley in this 
case comes from “C€an-Can,” the 
show Miss. Arnaud travelled with in 
ae. Senta best of items 


offered. group oldies in 
torchant rhythm. also scored, prov- 
ing distaffer’s ability to ea 


belter with ease. 


blues or a 

Appearance okay but overall 
presentation is at times too casual 
and almost indifferent. General 
tightening and a slicker showcase 
would enhance her value to any 








cafe or entertainment medium. 3 


yf. aaa oa? ta 


cordion. The effect is one that can 
work out well in intimate as well 
as mass cafes, 

Chilean imports have a catalog 
that comprises mainly Latin pops, 
They can make themselves under- 
stood in English as well. The lads 
are at their best in the vocals. The 
bary has a set of pipes with a 
heavy, rounded tone that seemingly 
can envelop outsized rooms were it 
not for his excellent control, The 
tenor is of a much lighter texture, 
but in concert they. supply an ex- 
cellent grade of harmonics and a 
fine brand of solo work. Their cat- 
alog is tuneful, bringing in such 
alltime faves as “Granada” and 
“Guadalajara” as well as some of 
the lighter tunes. They hit a strong 
stride in this Viennese ye ~~ 

ose. 





EBON KNIGHTS (4) 


Songs 
28 Mins. 
Chaudicre, Ottawa 

Addition to the colored-chant- 
foursome contingent is the Ebon 
Knights, a capable crew with noth- 
ing new to offer but showing plen- 
ty potential. Group uses okay but 
contrived arrangements, strongest 
in solid rhythm beat indicating it 
would probably do better with 
more of the spiritual-type tunes. 
Impact would also be greater if 
boys latched onto something fresh, 
if there’s anything left, in this sort 
of routine. 

With attention to general savvy. 
Ebon Knights wll find a prominent 
slot in niteries and on tv. 


ANN RUSSELL 

0 

17 Mins. 

Barclay Hotel, Toronto 

Ann Russell, comedienne-singer- 
impressionist, is breaking in a new 
act here in which the redhead is us- 
ing such material as her table-hop- 
ping for introduction of “celebri- 
ties” but gets into her own with 
impressions of Sephie Tucker as 
dean of a women’s college giving 
“advice” to girl graduates; Mae 
West, as latter would do Shakes- 
peare; a progressive drunk scene as 
an Englishwoman disappointed in 
love; lady politico candidate whose 
mike goes alternately dead while 
she’s presenting her platform, this 
for lots of double entendre; and a 
rousing hillbilly finaie. 

Miss Russell is excellent in her 
Tucker-West po they a of their 
voices and shoulder-shaking man- 
nerisms, okay in her own right, as 
a comedienne; but not so good as 
a story-teller, with latter materal 
sagging for customer consumption. 
Feminine comic undoubtedly will 
cut this after her tryout. On 
sketches, looker uses only an on- 
stage hatbox for physical assist- 
ance to her monologs, these add- 


|ing to her cockney to hillbilly 


dialects. 

Her Toronto routine looks okay, 
judging from her robust impres- 
sions, interspersed with lady-like 
talk, and that enthusiastic custom- 
er-reaction, when caught. 


McStay. 
PADDY WING 
Songs, Dance 
14 Mins. 
Gatineau, Ottawa 
Paddy ae is a clean cut Chi- 
nese boy with plenty energy and 


savvy to fill any nitery bill eeay 5 
He opens with 2 chant session 
western and rock ‘'n’ roll, stressin 
contrast between Occidental an 
Oriental. Follows with tap-terp 
items that bring mitting. His gen- 
eral impact isn’t house-shaking but 
the customers like him for his 
fresh, aim-to-please work that gives 
a lift to the fare. Norm 


ROSINA PAGAN 


14 Mins. 
Viennese Lantern, N. Y. 

Rosina Pagan is a Brazilian im- 
port who can wend her way 
through songs in the Portuguese 
of her native Brazil as well as tunes 
originating in other countries. Miss 
Pagan is a personable singer with 
a feeling for r mic numbers, 
who comes through with some live- 
ly and lithe material that creates a 
warm spirit in the house. 

Miss Pagan has a eatales with 
sambas, along with a sprinkling of 
Brazilian and English pop and 
tunes from France and Italy. In all 
she scores a heavy impact, especial- 
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The Big Tickle 


London, May 24. 
H. M. Tennent & George Black produc- 
tion of three-act (four scenes) ok 
Ronald Miller. Stars Yvonne Arnaud, J 
Hulbert. Staged by Charles Hickman; 
decor, Hutchinson Scott. At Duke of 
York’s Theatre, May 23, 58; $2.60 al 
Reginald Fitzgibbon...... Jack Hulbert 


Erika Roza -..eeses Yvonne Arnaud 
Sergeant Bryce .......+++++ Victor Wood 
“Blowlamp” Bates ........- Rex 

“Deadly” Mortimer Bernard Cribbins 


*Roofie” Williams ..--.-..- Peter Bayliss 
ootie “A 


Chief-Inspector Marsh...... Be 

Poppy Fenton ........-+«+- Moyra Fraser 
Mathilde soneaiala Margot Lister 
Constable ... e+. Roy Hawksworth 





Designed frankly as escapist en- 
tertainment, “The 
makes an ideal lightweight vehicle 
for Yvonne Arnaud and Jack Hul- 
bert, and their marquee appeal 
may help give it a run. The plot is 
diverting, though preposterous, but 
the considerable use of Cockney 
rhyming slang make it incompre- 
hensible to most Americans. 

Charles Hickman’s lively staging 
gives the show pace and gusto, 
without glossing over the improb- 
abilities of the yarn. Miss Arnaud 

lays a distinguished concert pian- 
st whose brother, the head of a 
South American state, is deposed 
by counter-revolutionaries. In or- 
der te help him finance his coun- 
ter - counter - revolution, she ar- 
ranges for three crooks to brea 
into the homes of her rich friends, 
and her half share in the loot is 
shipped out in the diplomatic 


uch by her Foreign Office hus- 
one played by Hulbert. 
Ronald Millar’s lighthearted 


script is loaded with obvious laugh 
lines, but every now and then 
comes up with a shrewd comedy 
observation. The two principals 
carry the stow with great good hu- 
mor and enthusiasm, and there is 
robust support by Rex Garner, Ber- 
nard Cribbins and Peter Bayliss as 
the three crooks. Moyra Fraser 
shines in « smallish part as one of 
the wealthy victims, Arnold Bell is 
sufficiently convincing as a Scot- 


land Yard man, and the rest of the| Party 


cast rallies around exuberantly. 
Hutchinson Scott's decor .. okay. 
yro. 


The Seythe and the 
Sunset 
Dublin, May 20. 
Abbey Theatre Co. presentation 
three-act drama by Denis Johnston. Stars 
Denis Brennan, Eddie Golden. T. P. 
McKenna. Producer, Ria Mooney; setting. 











Thomas McCann. Abbey Theatre, Dublin, 
May 19, °58 

Dr. Myles MacCarthy..... Denis Brennan 
Rotsin ..««e» Kathleen Barron 
Emer Nic Ghabhann...... n 
Michael Maginnis ...... .. Liam Foley 
Endymion Le, 

Sean Tetley ...........- ~ Eddie Golden 
J. Williams . Michael 

$ o’Call -.«e....Peter Lamb 
Capt. Anthony Palliser....T. P. McKenna 
Capt. Clattering............ Patrick Layde 


The Irish Rising of Easter 1916 
was not a military success, but it 
was a political one in opening the 
way for the establishment of the 
Irish Free State, later the Irish 
Republic. Dramatists like Sean 
O’Casey viewed the events with 
realism, while Denis Johnston has 
mixed his realism with some of the 
—= and confusion of the pe- 
riod. 

The setting of “The Scythe and 
the Sunset” is a small restaurant 
overlooking -the Dublin General 
Post Office, headquarters of the in- 
surgents. Its basic population is a 
waitress wondering about love, a 
cynical doctor who contrives to 
express clarifying thoughts for 
latter-day idealists, and a dedicated 
young woman who is to act as at- 
tendant to the wounded. They are 
joined permanently by the first 
casualty, an Irish-born gong offi- 
cer injured in attacking the rebels, 
and occasionally by insurgents with 
differing views on whether the 
rebellion is a military operation 
—— of success or merely a sym- 
bol of hope? 

Tie first act is rich in the 
humor developed by the cynical 
doctor, seeking coffee to cure his 
hangover and conversation to cure 
his loneliness. The humor never 
completely fades, but is shadowed 
by the developing tragedy of the 
events, and complicated by the 
mystical undertones ey in the 
injured officer, and the idealistic 
insurgent who sees in his probable 
execution a martyrdom to inspire 
future generations. : 

For all his mysticism, the officer 
is a realist who would try to pre- 
vent such a martyrdom, just as he 

es in the obtuseness of his fellow 

ritish officers the ultimate effect 


of their approach to the problem | Pi 


of suppressing a rebellion. The 
closing self-ma o. the 
mystic has one message for the 
audience, that a man may — 
his Iffe in the belief that he is right 
without in any way af 


t fecting the. 
major issues for which his fellows 


are fighting. 

Johnston's “The Old Lady Says 
‘No'” and “Moon in the Yellow 
River” are little related to this 


piece, and the lifting of “the levet 


Big Tickle”! 


to mysticism does not quite suc- 
ceed, possibly because the Abbey 
audience, confronted with humor 
in a first act, expects to go on 
laughing and is inclined to do so 
without proper reference to the 
dramatist’s intent. The author has 
given an effective commentary on 
the Easter Rising of 1916, and re- 
tains his strength as a dramatist. 
The Abbey has broken its tradi- 
tion in engaging a guest star, Denis 
Brennan, for the role of the cynical 


admirable, controlled performance. 
Eddie Golden, as the insurgent offi- 
' cer with a view of martyrdom, dis- 
plays a degree of intensity that is 
more forceful berause of its re- 
straint, and his passages with T. P. 
McKenna, as the injured English 
officer, are well-balanced. 

Doreen Madden is acceptable as 
the intensely nationalist woman, 
and their is a skillful introduction 
| of a Chorus through the off-beam 
| character satisfactorily played by 
Vincent Dowling. There is also a 
welcome appearance by a young 
player, Kathleen Barron, who 
shows intelligence in her interpre- 


more than what you read in books.” 
Thomas McCann's setting is real- 
istic, and the direction by Ria 


k Mooney is effectively purposeful. 


Mac. 


The Birthday Party 
London, May 20. 


Micha 
tion for Talbot Productions. 
act comedy-drama by Harold Pinter. Stars 
Beatrix Lehmann, John Slater. Directed 
by Peter Wood; decor, Hutchinson Scott 
At Lyric Opera House. Hammersmith. 
London, May 19, °58; $1.75 top. 
DED 20084000088e.ebcan Willoughby Gray 
Beatrix Lehmann 
eeee Richard Pearson 
«.. Wendy Hutchinson 
John Slater 
John Stratton 








The current vogue for symbolic, 
incomprenhensible plays continues 
with Harold Pinter’s “The Birthday 
the director and the cast know 
what the piece means, but gener- 
ally audiences are likely to be 
baffled 


“Party” was rapturously re- 
ceived, opening night, but the en- 
thusiasm was apparently sparked 


in a 
shabby | seaside 


husband, a deck-chair attendant. 


would-be piano player who is taken 
away to an asylum (or to his death) 
by a pair of crackpot arrivals, one 
Jew and the other Irish. 

The play wobbles eamosty be- 
tween comedy, farce, melodrama 
and allegorical symbolism. Perhaps 


world is inhabited by madmen who 
batten on others. Some of the dia- 
log shows a nimble sense of the 
ridiculous, and an opening break- 
fast sequence, for instance, captur- 
ing the platitudinous chatter of 
birdbrains, would make a slick 
revue sketch. 

Beatrix Lehmann gives an amus- 
ing and often touching perform- 








Presumably the author, | 


| decor, Edward 


primarily by the skillful perform-| 
of} ance. The charade is set 


PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 


Moves Step Closer as Washington 
Reality to Come 








Washington, June 3. 
The prospect of a Performing 
Arts Centre for the capital came 
a step nearer past week with ap- 


| proval by members of the Senate 


Public Buildings subcommittee of 
an amended bill. The committee 


| is expected to vote out the bill this 


Dr. MacCarthy, and he gives an, 


week. In that’ event, it stands a 
good chance of clearing legislative 
hurdles this session of Congress. 
The subcommittee, under chair- 
manship of Sen. Pat MacNamara 
(D., Mich.), has the power to ap- 


| prove the amended version of the 


tation of the young waitress who) 
would like love to be “something | 


Fulbright bill, which provides for 
establishment of such a cultural 
centre under government aegis. 
The amendment moves location of 
proposed centre back to its original 
site in Foggy Bottom, scene of 
extensive slum-clearing and relo- 
cation project. 





ance as the frustrated wife. John 
Slater and John Stratton behave 
with uninhibited lunacy as the 
visitors, and Richard Pearson is 


first class as the bewildered ae. 
| 


especially during long periods 
when he has nothing to do or say. 


Willoughby Gray capable handles/ to attempt to evaluate Miss Hard-| 


the one completely sane part and 


| Wendy Hutchinson, as a dimwit 
| floozy, makes the most use of her 
| notable figure. 





boarding house, 
run by a frowsy, frustrated woman | 


and her depressed but harmless | are safe ingredients, and Val Par- 


Their sole lodger is an uncouth. 


Peter Wood’s direction seems 


.| deftly purposeful and Hutchinson 
| Scott's 


decor is right for the 
shabby goings-on. Rich. 
Large As Life 


London, May 27. 
Val Parnell & Bernard Delfont produc- 
tion of two-act revue. Stars Harry Se- 


| combe, Terry-Thomas, Erie Sykes, Adele 


Leigh; features Johnny Puleo & 
Harry Worth, Hattie 
derson, Hetty King. G. H. 
Graham & Chadel, Malta & Fernando, 
Dior Dancers, Lynnette Rae, George 
den Dancers, Max Russell, Osborn Whit 
taker. Staged by Robert Nesbitt; choreog- 
raphy, George Carden; music and lyrics, 
Cyril Ornadel, David Croft, Phil Park; 

Elany and Tod Kingman. 
- Lendon Palladium, May 23, °58; $2. 
op. 





The new Palladium revue, which 
follows the theatre’s shortest post- 
war vaudeville season, looks a safe 
bet to run profitably on a twice- 
nightly basis through to pantomime 
time next Christmas. Robert Nes- 
bitt’s colorful and lively staging 
and a lineup of front-ranking talent 


nell and Bernard Delfont know the 

Palladium formula. It’s a s 

and should pay off handsomely. 
With such proven and estab- 

lished talent as Harry Secombe, 

Terry-Thomas, Eric Sykes, etc., the 

producers have played it safe, and 


| with Covent Garden operatic star 


the author’s conclusion is that the. 


Adele Leigh they've brought a new 
quality to the theatre. All told, the 
varied talents are exceptionally 
well merged and an operatic duet 
by Secombe and Miss Leigh to- 
wards the end of the show is a vocal 
highlight. 

Secombe headlined a Palladium 
revue two years ago and his suc- 
cess then will certainly be topped 
now. He’s a natural funnyman, with 

(Continued on page 72) 


,| and manages to suggest depth 
author may have had in mind but | 
Car- | failed to clarify. 


Garden District 

(YORK PLAYHOUSE, N.Y.) 

Ann Harding joined the cast of 
this Tennessee Williams dual-bill 
last week, more than five months 
after its click opening. She re 
places Hortense Alden, and with 
her entry as star, producers John 
C. Wilson and Warner Le Roy 
have upped Anne Meacham to co- 
star billing. 

Miss Harding’s name may pro- 
vide ‘boxoffice hy and thereb 
extend the run of the off-Broad- 
way presentation. 
making her second New York ap- 
pearance in 30 years (she went to 
Hollywood after playing the title 
role in “The Trial of Mary Du- 
gan” in 1927-28 and returned as 
Madeleine Carroll’s successor in 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” in 1949), 
went into the Williams one-acters, 
reportedly without regular re- 
|hearsals with the company, but 
| having learned the two lead roles 
land been directed by Herbert 
Machiz, the show's stager. 

Any newcomer to a cast must 
to a considerable extent adapt his 
performance and characterization 
to his predecessor’s, and adjust to 
|} the general pattern of the com- 
pany. It’s patently idle, therefore, 





| 


| ing’s interpretation. To a limited 
| degree, she should be able to ad- 
| just to the overall performance, 


| and to work out her own portray- 


al, 
| weeks, at least. 

| On the limited basis of her 
pce y 8 night, then, it can be 
noted that Miss Harding is getting 
what must be a welcome — 
of pace from the sweetly noble 
roles for which Hollywood typed 
her. In the curtain-raiser, the 
candidly-titled 
spoken,” she plays a timid woman, 


The real type-switch, however, 
is the second and longer drama, 
“Suddenly Last Summer,” 


35| which Miss Harding plays a dead 


dilettante poet's »redatory, malig- 
nant mother, who blandly pro- 
poses to bribe a psychiatrist to 
perform a brain operation that will 
destroy the mind of a 
already had committed to a sani- 
tarium, so the patient will no long- 
er be able to tell the revoiting 
story of the youth's death. 

It is a monstrous character (and 
clearly a prize addition to the gal- 
lery of Williams’ unsavory femme 
creations), and Miss Harding plays 
it without compromise or apology. 
The actress will presumably give 
the role greater depth and detail 
as well as stellar authority and 
magnetism with continued per- 
formance. 

Among the supporting players, 
Sylvia Stone is an acceptable suc- 
cessor to Eleanor Phelps, perhaps 
lacking subtlety as the domineering 
southern snob of the opener, but 
managing to convey a touch of 
pathos to the role of the victim’s 
greedy mother in the closer, and 
Miss Meacham gives an impres- 
sively bravura performance as the 
ee sane but understand- 
ably disturbed girl in the second 











The film star, | 


but that will require several | 


“Something Un- 
s the | 


she has 


Legit Followup 


and major play. Robert Lansing 
is plausibly calm in the straight 
man part of the examining physi- 
cian in the finale (Williams, who's 
reportedly undergoing psychoan- 
alysis, was apparently in the an- 
alyst-is-God phase when he wrote 
“Suddenly Last Summer” for this 
is one of the few outright admir- 
| able- characters he has ever writ- 
ten), and the other players are be- 
lievable. 

For a first-time spectator, “Gar- 
|den District” is an interestingly 
theatrical show and, as still an- 
other step in the steadily increas- 
| ing brutality of Williams plays, it 
| is unquestionably in tune with the 
| violent times. It certainly isn't 
| pretty, but probably it is art. 

Hobe. 


| | Dance Reviews 








Dance Drama (o. 
(St. Marks Playhouse, N.Y.) 


| Dancers Mark Ryder and Emily 
| Frankel have gotten into the off- 
|Broadway act. They’ve booked 
jtheir Dance Drama Co. into the 
120-seat St. Marks Playhouse on 
|the lower eastside for a six-week 
repertory run. It’s believed to be 
the first time a terp troupe has 
moved into the legit-dominated 
area for a commercial stand. 

The commercial aspects of the 
engagement, however, aren't par- 
ticularly bright. It’s difficult 
enough for _—ve with wide- 
| audience appeal to make the grade 
off-Broadway. In the case of an 
all-dance program, especially one 
such as this, which is neither dull 
nor exciting, the patron pull ap- 
pears limited to diehard dance de- 
votees and terp students. 

Although some of the items of- 
| fered are interesting there’s noth- 
jing of a dynamic nature to make 
| the program a must-see at its $2-$3 
scale for some performances and 
| $2.50-$3.50 for others. The offer- 
jing is presented without scenery, 
| while recorded music and an oc- 
|casional prop are used. 

The program for the initial two 
includes six numbers, 
|which the classical are the least 
leffective. The dancing, although 
not outstanding, is satisfactory. 
| Those in the company, besides Ry- 
|der and Miss Frankel, include Bar- 
|bara Holtzman, Aileen Passloff, 
Helena Petroff, Charles Nicoll, 
Myron Curtis, J. William White, 
|Marion Hunter and Harvey Ber- 
nard. John Cullum serves as nar- 
rator. 
| The opening bill comprised “Roc- 
'9%co Variations,” “Ba of the 
| False Lady,” “The Diamond Backs,” 
|“*Haunted Moments,” “Play in 
Four Times” and “Still — 
ess. 


Jose Pares Ballet 
San Juan, May 9. 
Jose Pares’ dance group, one of 
San Juan’s two ballet troupes, pre- 
|sented several numbers at the 
| Tapia Theatre in conjunction with 


| weeks 











the Casals Festival. 
fe The repertoire of both classical 
e it eason ota S and modern ballets included: Swan 
Lake, Cain and Abel, Black Swan, 
Narcissus and Echo, Sylphides, 
The following figures include touring legit and such local productions as the Civie Light Opera | Don Quixote, Death of a Swan, The 
musicals in Los Angeles and San Francisco, but exclude such outdoor operations as the St. Louis| Nuteracker and Delirium given in 
Municipal Opera and other summer and winter stock, or such non-legit presentations as opera, ballet, | Several performances, 
ice shows and variety offerings. Weeks refers to the total number of weeks played by all shows dur-| Emphasis is on classical ballets 
ing the season. Figures are unavailable for the 1952-53, 1953-54 and 1954-55 seasons. a gy cago - an — 
1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 1955-56 1956-57 1957-58 | TOU ng developed. 
cipals appearing with the ballet in- 
 _-yalneneations aeliaate ilo: Milne. ideaia sates talon p #204.200 cluded Carlota Pereyra. Jose Pares 
Boston -.-sseseeeseses++ $1,913,500 $2,185,900 $1,861,100 see, oe, =” g1e7a.200| Ke Se cee eee 
ceseeeteatbies Be a ae es 57| Sylvia Kim. | 
BEE sescccsescececss S800 200 $3,631,900 $4,972,900 $3,892,800 $2,860,090 $3,282,000 a Delimium,” one of the modern 
WEEE i. cocesessecasess 155 164 180 140 118 84 | numbers, is a striking and theatri- 
Cincinnati .....ccccee-.. $316,900 $349,800 a $286,800 | cally effective two-character ballet 
a en eee 26 22 EN hn oe egpearmareess yore 11/ danced against the background of 
Cleveland ...ccccccsees> $501,400 $302,700 $468,300 $567,900 $336,100 $537,700|a huge spiderweb which finally 
BE costenatpatonecs 13 20 sweetie eer 22| traps the male dancer (Pares) who 
Detroit .....ceceeeee0++ $1,055,600 $755,900 $858,000 vitodite prea $935,900 | has been snared into a web of vices 
IN ann ciepaciibdnde ds 42 36 37 eats iateel 36 | by, the a a ree 
Los eles Sbedhedeee cs sGey A eeeeee . + Narcissus an cho” S ay 
Won eee ewer eeeeeee , oer vena 1 eat | pares eet ballet based ped the legend with 
“nc nee lll Sal OE SIND IESE suas00| music, by, young local composer 
Weeks eeeeeeeeoeoeeeosoeoo  e#***¢ + se¢8#@¢€808080 + jj  #$@e8#8¢@6 eeeeee eeeeee 4 gE ny 
— SeeeSSoecsesessso josce+:s ¢&##ee8 $143,300 eeeeee eeeeee $165,600 bg 2 —— ae ee 
eeeeeseceseeeeo “sss + wee eeee eeeeee seeeee the ou an s rit 0 e 
New Haven ............. $316,900 $349,800 $337,500 done outese $484,500 ph, od “The Nutcracker” came 
| ne 26 ae 7S RS be ieee), alee 18 | off particularly well. Rein, 
— a aerestie aces Oh a = $1,703,800 $2,108,100 $1,889,900 $2,384,800 
Usd wos'aceceones es opauas ondies 92 Barbara Baroe: 
ttsburgh .....s.ece0.-. $384,200 $263,000 $567,000 pase et fae $214,300 It's Now 7 
Sinedinc-aitheses. 19 13 21 or am va 8} Too Many Stage Booths 
we vedeethbess $1568900 eae $1,043,400 waneee esesee $3,293,500! Barbara Booth is now Barbara 
00060 Soot ebecsee evccece cece 105| Baroe. She explains, “There have 
on ctecdecvosseces 9620,700 $364,200 aoa 7 coocce covces $558,000 Sie San Helier anal Adio 
eee ee eet eteeeee eeeeee eeeeee 15 Booth and I’m sure you can think 
Wt esser sarees: oe a vais oeecce eee $360,900 | of one now on the boards.” 
oaegeoneaah 60-6 soumbe eisai 18; The retagged Mies Baroe will 
Washington ............. $225,600 $644,000 $635,900 ooweee reves $1,156,300 | open June 6 as femme lead with 
Weeks ater aaihen ni 12 35 28 antenwe cone 44 | producer- director John Cameron's 
Wi “ington . gepeees terres eee $43,000 eeeces ovseee $147,5 | Guthsville Playhouse at Allentown, 
| Weel ees tee 25024 Awe ee ke 7 | eeetee te@onmecl v7 , @) Ra. r i 1a ' 
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Touring ‘Lady’ Rescued-Chi's Season; 
Had $2,000,000 Gross in 30 Weeks 





Chicago, June 3. 

In the season ending last Satur- 
day (31), the touring “My Fair 
Lady” singlehandedly legitamized 
Chieago as a theatre town. Except 
for the Alan  Lerner-Frederick 
Loewe smash, this culture-panicked 
city would have had the poorest 
legit season in memory. “Lady” 
filled out what would otherwise 
have been an anemic aggregate 
gross for the year. Even so, the 
semester was marked with record 
lows. 

Legits that lighted here during 
the 52-week period brought a total 
of $3,282,000 gross, as compared 
with the previous term's $2,860,090 
and nearly at par with the two pre- 
ceding seasons. Almost two-thirds 
of the 1957-58 total was, of course, 
from “My Fair Lady.” 

The big tuner has played to its 
500,000th customer here, has al- 
ready passed the $2,000,000 mar- 
ker, and is a cinch to become the 
Windy City’s new all-time boxoffice 
champ by the end of summer, de- 
throning “South Pacific,” which 
wound up with $3,204,380 when it 
closed a 67-week run in February, 
1952. The Lerner-Loewe musical 
may not run as long, but it is play- 
ing at a $7 top as against $5 for 
‘_.” 


Otherwise, the historie data of | 


the past legit year was largely on 
the negative _ side. Semester 
brought te town the fewest shows 
in at least a quarter-century, and 
they ran up the fewest total play-, 
weeks. Only 10 tourers landed 
here after June, '57, in addition to 
“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” a seven- 
week holdover from the previous 
term. Counting “Cat,” the entire 
season ran only 84 weeks, “Lady” 
accounting for 30 of them. Two 
of the new shows were tuners, two 


(Continued on page 71) 


Mpls. Is Without Legit 
As Orpheum Deal Chills; 
May Break Into St. Paul 


Minneapolis, June 3. 

The prospects of Minneapolis 
having a legit house next fall are 
fading. Plans have come a cropper 
for the 2,800-seat RKO Orpheum 
to interrupt its regular film policy 
to book touring shows when they’re 
available. 

The RKO deal, thought to be 
virtually set, was reportedly sty- 
mied by a $7,000 weekly rental 
asked by the theatre. The use of 
the Orpheum had been contem- 
plated by a group headed by Ben- 
nie Berger, operator of the Lyceum 
Theatre, the town’s sole legit house. 
The Lyceum, however, was sold to 
Soul Harbor, an Evangelical group, 
when_Berger refused to renew his 
lease beyond its Aug. 15 expiration 
date because of a rental boost from 
$20,000 to $25,0000 a year. 

Berger is now trying to arouse 
local interest in erecting a new 
legit theatre and is willing to con- 
tribute $5,000 to a fund - raising 
campaign. However, the possibility 
of raising the necessary coin isn’t 
considered too good. 

Two other local film theatres 
have been under consideration as 
possible legit outiets. They're the 
Minnesota Amusement Co.’s 4,100- 
seat Radio City and 2,300-seat 
State. The former, however, is re- 
garded as being too large for legit 
shows, while the use of the State 
would require major refurbishing. 

As the situation now stands, 
touring shows may be booked into 
the St. Paul auditorium for their 
Twin Cities’ engagements. 


Nina Vance to England 
On Travel Fellowship 


Nina Vance, founder and direc- 
tor of the Alley Theatre, Housten, 
Tex., left New York last Wednes- 
day (28) aboard the Queen Eliza- 
beth for a four-week visit to Brit- 
ain on a $1,000 travel grant award- 
ed by the Houston branch of the 
English-Speaking Union. 

Mrs. Vance’s Alley Theatre, 
which was formed in 1947 and 
went professional in 1954, had 
been invited by the State Dept.to 
perform at the Brussels World’s 
Fair. The group had to decline 
the bid, however, because of the 
expense involved. 
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Special Playbill for U. S. 


Shows at Brussels Fair 


Playbill, the official program for 
Broadway theatres, has gone inter- 
national. Special three-language 
editions of the publication are 
being put out for the American 
presentations at the Brussels 
World’s Fair. The first, issued last 
week, was for the Benny Goodman 
concert at the American Theatre 
in the U.S. Pavilion. 


The text for the program is in 
English, French aud Flemish, with 
a format similar to that used on 
Broadway. Numerous ads_ are 
spread throughout the initial 32- 
page publication, which also in- 
cludes the regular Playbill listing 
of current New York preductions. 
Until mid-October, the Brussels 
edition of the program will rus 
about 15,000 copies weekly. 


$395 Preem Cost, 
For London ‘Duel 


Here’s one to make a Broadway 
producer drool. It cost only $395 
to open the new Christopher Fry- 
Jean Giraudoux play, “Duel of 
Angels,” in London. The Vivien 
Leigh-Claire Bloom-Freda Jackson 
starrer presumably earned back its 
nut during its first week in the 
West End. 

The production cost of the show 
was $20,261, but it earned $19,866 
operating profit during its tryout 
tour, so it was virtually in the 
black opening night, April 24, at 
the Apollo Theatre, London. De- 





| gross of $2,384,800, a second high, 


What’s in a Name? 


London, June 3. 
“My Bare Lady” is the title 
of a nudie revue that has just 
begun a provincial tour. It is 
presented by Cyril Dowler and 


Road Season Gross About Even: 
Total Playing Weeks Hit New Low 


o 





‘Russell Back to Britain; 
Drops ‘Angels’ Barn Tour 

















features Rhoda Rogers, Dennis 
Burrows, Lynton Boys, and the 
Dillionaires. 
There is absolutely no con- 
nection, except in the matter 
of timing and public inference, 
between this show and the new 
London musical comedy smash, British producer Charles Russell, 
My Fair Lady. | who had been readying a strawhat 
|touring package of “Fallen An- 
| ° 9 gels,” starring Hermione Gingold 
} e and Caro! Bruce, has turned over 
Philly o Season: the project to Henry Weinstein and 
returned to London to stage his 
o | sixth “Night of 100 Stars” charity 
Hit Sho And benefit July 24 at the Palladium. 
WS He plans to return to the U. S. 
| in the fall, possibly to produce an 
e \old French face being adapted by 
New Gross Noel Coward. He will be partnered 
in the project with Lance Hamil- 
|ton, with whom he co-produced 
Philadelphia, June 3. | Coward’s “Nude With Violin” and 
Philadelphia’s theatre season was | “Present Laughter” on Broadway 
not only one of the more reward- and a short tour last winer. 
jing artistically, but was also its | 
| healthiest financially. A total of 40 | i“ : : 
| shows played the five midtown legit | 
|houses and tabbed an aggregate 0 
\in 92 playing weeks. 6 
| Although it was only lighted 16} : 
| weeks, the Shubert Theatre paced ecoup I 
|the boxoffice bonanza. The 1,870- | 
jseat theatre (the town’s second) «sunrise at Campobello” should 
largest house) racked up a rich | get out of the red in another four 
total of $832,000 with only six pro-| weeks. That's provided the Thea- 
ductions. Right from the start the |tre Guild-Dore Schary production, 
|Shubert got off to a runaway lead | currently in its 19th week at the 
with Lena Horne’s starrer “Ja-| Cort Theatre, N.Y., continues at its 
|maica,” which garnered $186,000 | steady sellout pace. 
jin three weeks. | As of a May 3 accounting, the 
| The Jose Ferrer production, play, written by Schary, had un- 
|“Oh, Captain,” twice set the house | recouped costs of $59,661. With 
|record at the Shubert during its the drama averaging around $7,000 
| two-week stay, drawing $63,200 in | weekly operating profit, it's fig- 
| its second ‘frame and departing for | ured that the deficit has since been 
Broadway with $134,000 in its cof- reduced to about $24,000, and in 
fers after 17 performances here. (another four weeks will be entirely 
| The year’s top grosser was “The | recovered. 
|Musie Man.” This musical was on| The Ralph Bellamy starrer, fi- 
| Guild subscription and scaled low-|nanced at $110,000, cost $106,800 
jer than “Jamaica,” but managed to produce, while the tab on bring- 


? 


spite mixed notices the ironic com-' to clock up $206,000 during its ing it to Broadway, after out-of- 
edy has been doing smash business four-week stay. “Say, Darling” in- town losses and other expenses, 


since then. 


H. M. Tennent, Ltd., is present- | 


ing the show in partnership with 
L.O.P., Ltd., in which Broadway 
producer Reger L. Stevens is un- 
derstood to have a major financial 
interest. The Playwrights Co., of 
which Stevens is a member, has 
scheduled the play for Broadway 
next fall or winter. 


(Continued on page 72) | 
‘Terrell Opens Season: 
‘Hanpy Fella’ the Show, 


But Supper No Picnic 


Lambertville, N.J., June 3. | 





was $123,392. As of the May 3 
audit, the backers been re- 
paid $20,000 on their investment. 
It may be several more months be- 
fore any further distributicn is 
made, as a balance is being accu- 
mulated to finance a touring edi- 
tion slated to get underway next 
October. 


| Incidentally, Bellamy and Schary 
Despite the inevitable hitches of are each getting 10% of the gross, 
an opening night, producer St. while director Vincent Donehue is 
| John Terrell managed to get the in for 1'2% off the top. The thea- 
summer season under way at his tre rental is a straight 25° of the 
Lambertville Music Circus last | gross. 
Saturday night (31). But visiting | 


relatenn treatment afer being m.| 11'S FINALLY DEFINITE; 
’ 
ect is being launched by the Actors | 0 NEAL NOT CANDIDATE 


| vited as “guests,” apparently didn’t | 
share enthusiasm. ; 
Stage Co., formed recently by | The invitation had included Frederick O'Neal has clarified 
seven performers. It's understood | before-the-show buffet supper in his position in the Actors Equity 
that other players are putting up what Terrell bills as the “Astro- election, to be held Friday (6) at 
most of the required coin in small | tarfum,” an inflated structure ad- the Edison Hotel, N.Y. He in- 
investments. | jacent te his tunetent. However, formed the union last week that he 
The group plans to open June 25 the facilities and personnel were stood pat on his original decision 
at the Gate Theatre, N.Y., with | hopelessly inadequate for the huge not to run for president against 
“Mrs. Warren’s Profession” and turn-out, seemingly including half Ralph Bellamy, the incumbent, who 
gradually move into a repertory | the population of the surreunding js the independent candidate for 
pattern. ‘ The seven actors, who area. | re-election. 








PLAN OFF-B’WAY SHAW 
REP ON $4,200 BUDGET 


A repertory of early plays by 
George Bernard Shaw is being | 
planned for off-Broadway produc- 
tion on a $4,200 budget. The proj- 





founded the operation and who will | 


also appear in the productions, in- 


Unable to get near the Italian- | 


style grub, some resourceful scribes | 


O'Neal, the union's first Negro 
to be nominated for the Equity 


clude Michael Conrad, Virginia) bribed attendants.to serve them. 


| presidency, was chosen on the regu- 





Downing, Robert Duvall, John 


| Others bought hot dogs at conces-'lar ticket. However, he sent 


The season iotal gross for the 
{road more or less held its own in 
1957-58. The total take was $22,- 
600,000, neither the best nor the 
| worst since Vartery has been tab- 
ulating the figures. 

In the highly significant number 
of playing weeks, however, touring 
legit (plus a few local non-stock 
productions) sank to the lowest 
level in the 10 years covered by. 
the figures. The total playing 
weeks (representing the number 
of shows current each week, for 
the 52-week period) ebbed to only 
729, or an average of only a trifle 
over 12 touring shows a week. 
| Although figures for the re- 
| spective key cities are available 
|for only a few years, several 
trends are apparent. For example, 
| while Chicago, long the outstand- 
| ing legit cepter outside of New 
| York, has remained fairly steady 
in the matter of total gross (al- 
though the extremely indicative 
number of playing weeks has dwin- 
died sharply), it has been over- 
taken by San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, largely because of the 
Civic Light Opera Assn. setup in 
the two Coast cities. 

While legit, at least in terms of 
touring productions from Broad- 
Way, has declined steadily on the 
road, the trend has been particu- 
larly apparent in such formerly 
excellent stands as Pittsburgh, Te- 
ronto and such no-longer tabulated 
|spots as Kansas City, Buffalo- 
| Rochester, Minneapolis, Dayton-Co- 
lumbus, etc. . 


Equity Chorus Dues $18 
For Another 2 Years; 
Then Equalize Scales 


The annual dues for chorus 
members of Actors Equity will re- 
main at $18 until May 1, 1960. A 
decision not to hike the levy to $24, 
the amount paid by principals, was 
made recently by the union's coun- 
cil, on recommendation from two 
committees. 

Under the terms of the 1955 mer- 
ger agreement between Actors 
Equity and Chorus Equity, the 
yearly payment of $18 by chorus 
members was to have continued for 
at least one year and applied only 
te those not employed under a 
principal’s contract. The continua- 
tion of the provision, without a re- 
evaluation of the disparity in dues 
for chorus performers and princi- 
pals, had been a subject of dispute 
in the union. 

The two groups which studied 
the situation were the House Af- 
fairs Committee and the Advisory 
Committee on Chorus Affairs. The 
HAC recommended that dues for 
all members be $24, citing as one 
of its points that chorus perform- 
ers “receive the same amount of 
service from the union that any 
member does, and it is basically a 
form of discrimination.” 

The ACCA: felt the dues struc- 
ture should remain unchanged, 
however, on the ground that “in 
the passage“of time an automatic 
adjustment will be made which will 
eliminate the difference now exist- 
ing ...” In line with this, statis- 





- 





Leighton, Salem Ludwig, James| sions on the ground, and a few wire of withdrawal after Bellamy, | ‘ics showed a drop in the number 


McMahon and Eulalie Noble. 


Moss to Exit ‘Planet’; 
Shea to Bring Co. to N.Y. 





Joe Moss, manager of the tour- | 


ing company of “Visit ta a Small 
Planet,” withdraws next Saturday 


(7) at the close of the comedy’s | 


three-week run at. the Hartford 
Theatre, Los Angeles. He's an un- 
opposed candidate for the office 
of business manager of the Assn. of 
Theatrical Press Agents & Man- 
agers and will return to New York 
for the election next Monday (9). 

E. O. Bondeson, who's with the 
Alcazar Theatre, San Francisco, 
will succeed Moss as manager of 
“Planet” for the first fortnight of 
its three-week stand at the Alca- 
zar, beginning Tuesday (10). Joe 
Shea, the show's pressagent, will 
then take over as manager for the 
final Frisco week, which will also 
mark the termination of the 21- 
week tour. 

Shea will bring the company 
back te New York. However, Cyril 
Ritchard, star of the comedy, will 
remain on the Coast, as he’s sched- 
uled to open July 3 in “La Peri- 
chole” at the Central City (Col.) 
Opera House. 


| exasperated members of the visit- | who had originally declined to run 
ing press sought solace in the free for re-election, reversed his deci- 
| booze on hand—until service was sion after being petitioned by a seg- 
| halted because of the approaching ment of the membership. 
|ring-up time. | Despite O’Neal’s wire of with- 
Incidentally, the show was “Most drawal, there was some confusion 
Happy Fella.” It got started at | a5 to whether or not he was going 
9:30. to remain in the contest. An un- 
} |signed letter to the membership, 
|urging support of the regular 


Tax Deductible? | ticket, emphatically stated that 
| O'Neal was still a candidate. 


Realtor-producer Roger L. 
Stevens is active in so many | Boston’s C hman Club 


and such diverse big-money 
‘operations that he’s inevitably Due to Make Its Exit 
7 Boston, June 3. 


mentioned when any new pro- 
Another legit landmark, the lo- 


ject is discussed. Several 
nights ago, f le, Rich- 

me ge ey Loy ‘eal Charlotte Cushman Club, is 
about to disappear. The club, 


ard Burton, costar of one of 
| which served as a residence for 


Stevens’ shows, the Play- 

wrights Co. production of J 

“Time Remembered,” was tel- | actresses, singers and dancers since 

ling company manager Ben | 1927, used to house as many as 

Rosenberg that when the Jean | 1,200 show biz femmes in a season. 

Anouilh comedy closes June | Modeled after the Charlotte Cush- 
man Club in Philadelphia, the spot 
was organized by the late Mrs. 


14 at one of Stevens’ theatres, 

the Morosco, N.Y., he will re- 

turn to England, but hopes to | Malcolm Bradley French, who died 

return next fall, “if war | in Feb., 1957. 

doesn’t break out.” The club had never been self 
supporting. Its basic aim war to 

provide comfortable lodgings for 


“Don't worry about that,” 
Rosenberg reassured him. “If 

theatrical femmes at a modest 
price. . 














there's -a war, Stevens will 


buy it. ‘ 


of chorus members paying $18. 
| Executive secretary Angus Duncan 
pores out that most chorus per- 
formers eventually work under 
| principal contracts. 

The ACCA suggested May 1, 
1960 as the time to equalize all 
dues, and the council voted to ac- 
cept that recommendation. 


? ? 
McGill’s ‘Wry & Ginger 
° ’ ‘ ’ 
Going Com’l, a la ‘Fur 
Montreal, June 3. 
| “Wry & Ginger,” this year’s Mc- 
| Gill Univ. musical, is following the 
|commercial pattern set by its 
|predecessor of two seasons ago, 
|\“My Fur Lady.” There's a twist 
| this time, however, with the under- 
grad participants sharing in the 
show’s profits, with the aim of pay- 
ing their next semester's tuition 
and board, etc. 

“Wry & Ginger” is currently 
playing Moyse Hall here, as did 
“My Fur Lady,” as a prelude to 
going on a Canadian tour on a fully 
professional basis. The new musi- 
cal, which opened last February, 
has been largely revised, and the 
company has beer cut from 50 to 
30, with a production staff of six, 
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Legit 

Claudia Cassidy, drama critic for 
the Chicago Tribune, will begin a 
nine-day 0.0. of the N. Y. legit scene 
next Tuesday (10). Broadway press- 
agent William Fields arranged her 
schedule. 

A drama festival to feature 
American plays and performers is 
scheduled for next Jan. 13-March 8 
ai the Tapia Theatre, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. The festival will be 
under the management of Barry 
B. Yellen, while Sidney Walters, 
who'll take a leave of absence from 
his chores as a CBS-TV director, 
will be artistic director. 

Jean Elliott will take over as 
business manager of the Margo 
Jones Theatre, Dallas, next fall in 
advance of the 1958-59 season 
there. 

“Chaparral,” a new play by Val- 
gene Massey, former stage man- 
ager at the Dallas (Tex.) State Fair, 
is planned for off-Broadway pro- 
duction next September by Gene 
Wolsk, formerly production -asso- 
ciate to William rstein at 
the N. Y. City Center, and Robert 
L. Livingstone, who assisted V’ 
cent Donehue in the staging of 
“Sunrise at Campobello.” 

Richard Silvera will succeed his 
brother Frank Silvera in “Jane 
Eyre” next Monday (9). 

“Dark at the Top of the Stairs” 
will be presented in Italy next fall 
by the Compagnia Giovan 
with Giergie de Lullo handling the 
staging. 

Jay Livingston and Ray Evans. 
will provide the songs for —— 
Merrill's projected musical version 
of “Holiday for Henrietta.” Mer- 
rill acquired the rights to the 
French film from the authors, Ju- 
lien Duvivier and Henri Jeanson, 
and Regina Films, producer of the 
pic. 

“Hear That Sweet Laughter,” an 
all-Negro-cast comedy by Jesh 
Greenfeld, is planned for N. Y. yee 
duction next September by Alden 
E. Aldrich, Ross Bowman and 
Michael Shurtleff. Aldrich and 
Bowman have previously been 
stage managers, while Shurtleff 
was casting director for William 
Hammerstein at the N. Y. City 
Center. 

“Olympus, Farewell,” a new play 
by Jack Bayley, will -launch the 
series of six plays to be presented 
this summer by the N. Y: U. Work- 
shop at the Hall of 
-house, N. Y. Jule 
gueststar in the production, which 
will be presented July 7. 

Bretaigne Windust has been 
tagged to direct the forthcoming 
Broadway production of “Girls in 


“Jolly's Progress,” Lonnie Cole- 
man's adaptation of his own novel, 
“Adam's Way,” is scheduled for 
Broadway production next fall by 
the Theatre Guild, with Alex Segal 
as stager. Eartha Kitt is sought for 
the starring role. 

Maurice Evans has bid for the 
U. S. rights to “The Dock Brief” 
and “What Shall. We Tell Caro- 
line.” John Mortimer’s double-bill 
at the Garrick Theatre, London. 
However, contrary to a report in 
last week's Variety, the rights 
have not yet been tied up by the 
actor-producer. ; 

Chris Campel will replace Torin | 
Thatcher in “The Firstborn” for 
the upcoming engagement at the 
Habimah Theatre, Tel Aviv. 

Benny Beker will appear in the 
touring company of “The Music 
Man” in the role originated on 
Eroadway by Iggie W 

Elia Kazan will probably direct 
Michael V. Gazzo’s “Night Circus,” 
scheduled for an Oct. 23 Broadwa 
opening. Following that, he will 
direct “J. B.,” the Archibald Mac- 
Leish play. a 

Revivals of four plays by Arthur 
Laurents are scheduled for off- 
Broadway production next fall at 
the Actors Playhouse by James 
Preston, Jack Ragotzy and Paul 
Michael. The quartet will include 
“Time of the Cuckoo,” “Clearing 
in the Woods,” “Bird Cage” and 
“Home of the Brave.” All, but 
“Home” will be revised. 

“Cue for Passion,” a new play 
by Elmer Rice, is scheduled for 
Broadway production next winter 
by the Playwrights Co. Rice, a 
member of the producing organiza- 
tion, will double as director. 

Libby Holman may appear on 
Broadway next season in 
Bowles’ musical adaptation of 
Federico Garcia Lorca’s “Yerma,” 
which will be preemed, with Miss 
Hoiman as star, July 29 at the U. 
of Denver. It will then be present- 
ed Aug. 13-23 at Ithaca (N. Y.) Col- 
lege. Agna Enters will stage the 
presentation. 

Phil Schneider has been 
for his 30th consecutive. year as 
business manager and theatre party 
agent for the Downtown National 
Theatre, N.Y. 


Frank O’Connor’s short story, 


“Guests of the Nation,” which was | Ci 





dramatized and directed by Neil 


Fi Play- 
ame a M 


ul| the opening bi 


Bits 
McKenzie for a sin 
presentation recently at the Thea- 
tre de Lys, N.Y., will be revived by 
Paul E. Davis and McKenzie for an 
off-Broadway run at the Theatre 
Marquee, beginning June 24. A 
curtain raiser, possible Edna St. 


e-performance 


Vincent Millay’s “Aria Da Capo,” | 


the one at the de Lys, will 
precede “Guests” at the Marquee. 

Herb Kelly, amusements editor 
of the Miami News, will take in 
several Broadway shows from next 
ew (7) through the Friday 
(13). 


Ardele Striker’s “Dead Reckon- & 


ing” and J. G. Severns’ “The Waltz 
Has Begun,” both full-length plays, 
tied for first place in the sixth an- 
nual National Collegiate Playwrit- 
ing Contest, s red by Samuel 
French, Inc.. The authors will split 
$450 in prize money. Grover 
Lewis’ “Wait for Morning, Child” 
won $200 in the short play category, 
while Severns also. took second 
place in that ¢lassification, win- 
ning $100 for his “Crispian’s Day.” 

Roddy McDowall and Piper Lau- 


in- | rie are set to costar in the “Hand- 


ful of Fire.” 
Christie’s “The Spider 


Agatha 
Web,” which recently ended an 18- | 


month run in London, has been. ac- 
= for Broadway production by 

an » who plans to star in 
the vehicle. The actress will try- 


l.| out the play this summer on the 


strawhat circuit, with Leon Stevens 
packaging the production. 


Juanita Hall has been signed for = 


“The Flower Drum Song.” 

John Dutra will be leading man 
this summer at the Elitch Gardens 
Playhouse Denver, which begins its 
68th season June 15.. Luther Ken- 
nett will be director during the 10- 
week season. 

Jack P. eg be Barn Theatre, 
Augusta, Mich., gan a 15-week 
season last night (Tues.). Ragotzy 
will be directing most of the plays, 
with Rinaldo Capillupo coming in 
as stager on two musicals. 

Jules Munshin and Audrey Chris- 
tie costar in “The Great Sebasti- 
ans” next week at the Playhouse in 
the Park, Philadelphia, while oth- 
ers in the cast include Shirley 
Blane and Buck Kartalian. 

Martin Ashe will appear in ‘“Hap- 
piest Millionaire” the week of July 
21 at the Mt. Park Casino, Holyoke, 
ass. 

Charlotte Harmon’s Clinton 
(Conn.) Summer Theatre begins its 
eighth season June 28, with Ned 
Madarino and Jerry Solars splitting 
the directorial chores during the 
barn’s scheduled nine-week run. 

“The Big Stick,” a new play by 

Pope, in which Theodore 
Roosevelt is the leading character, 
is scheduled to be tried out Aug. 
19-24 x ss Gateway Theatre, Bell- 


John Vari’s “Farewell, Farewell, 
Eugene,” Which was tried out three 
years ago at the Margo Jones The- 
atre, Dallas, and was subsequently 
optioned by several producers, has 
now been acquired by Ron Rawson, 
who plans breaking it in for Broad- 


way this summer at his John Drew Di 


Theatre, East Hampton, L.I. The 


production is scheduled for the’ 


week of July 14 or 21. 

Lée Venora has been set for the 
lead femme role in “The Happy 
Journey,” scheduled to preem Sept. 
2 at Paul Winston’s Music Theatre 
in Dayton, O. 

Scott McKay will appear oppo- 
site Anne Sheridan in the strawhat 
touring Fare ogy of “Kind Sir.” 

Lili Darvas will be costarred 
with Claude Dauphin in a stock 
tour of “Waltz of the Toreadors.” 
The cast will also include Philip 
a and his wife, Frances 


The Lakewood Theatre, Skow- 
hegan, Me., begins its 58th. con- 
secutive season’ June 14, with a 
12-week run scheduled. The staff 
includes Grant Mills, managing 
director; Henry , stager; 
Gerald Rithelz, scenic designer; 
Harry Lowell and William Dodds, 
stage managers, and Ed Dawson, 
pressagent. 

Valerie Bettis will star in “Silk 
Stockings” at the Rye (N.Y.) Music 
Theatre from June 24-29. 

Mildred Dunnock in “Madwoman 
of Chaillot” will be presented July 
3-4 and July 7-12 at the Williams- 
town (Mass.) Summer Theatre as 
of the barn’s 


fourth season. 
Isobel Rose Jones’ Starlight 
Theatre, Pawling, N.Y., launches 


its 25th season July 1, with Robert 
Stevens as stage manager, Floyd 
Allan as scenic designer and 
Jacques B. Sheridan as pressagent. 
A tryout, “The Ride of Mehitable 
Wing,” is scheduled as the season's 
closer the week of Sept. 2. 

Spanish dancers Luis Olivares 
and Malena Vargas will appear in 
the Flamenco ——— of “Happy 
Hunting” at the dywine Music 
reus, Concordville, Pa. from 
July 22-Aug, 3. 


Stock Reviews 


The Ottawa Man 


Toronto, May 21. 

Murray and Donald Davis presentation 
of three-act comedy by Mavor Moore, 
derived from Nikolai Gogol’s “Inspector- 
General.” Staged by Mavor Moore; set- 
tings, Murray Laufer; lighting, David 
Hopla; costumes, Clare Jeffery; music, 
Lucio Agostini; dances, Sydney Vousden. 
Stars Eric House. At Crest Theatre, 
| Toronto, May 21, ’58; $3.50 to 








| Napoleon Forget ........... Alex McKee 
it. , Pa pear keeadecen rest Ulan 
WE co leveccccce Betty Leighton 
Ri edcode ghee ese Deborah Turnbull 
| Axel Axelson ......... William Needles 
Judge McGregor ..... Alexander Webster 
| Schultz .....0.00... Jose, Furst 
Rev. Williams .......... Drew Ps 
| Sheriff ...-+.secescseeees ie Scopp 
SU debs tab 66psaceeo Tom Kneebone 
| Shouts vee wusens +toawees Larry Beattie 
| Roland Plantagenet........ Eric House 
| Burrows ...............+. Charles Palmer 
| connec 
| In “The Ottawa Man,” Mavor 


| Moore has transferred the derived 
adaptation of Nicolai Gogol’s “The 
Inspector-General” to an English- 
language version of mistaken iden- 
|tity set in the Manitoba territory 
|of the 1870’s. This time, it is an 
English remittance man who is mis- 
taken by the grafting town leaJlers 
|as a government investigator: 

In this oft-told tale, the adaptor 
makes full use in an early Canadian 
setting of the .Royal Northwest 
|Mounted Police, French-Canadian 
| trappers, a prying postmaster, a 
|eorrupted civic- group headed by 
|the mayor, a Scots-accented judge 
land a German-dialect doctor. 
There is also the mayor’s sex- 
| starved Cockney wife and their gig- 
|gling, willing daughter. The visit- 
Englishman, complete with 
|valet, is also prone to accepting 
bribes of those who wish to be fa- 
vorably mentioned in the supposed 
Ottawa report. 

In this historical comedy, Moore 
|has stripped fact from historical 
\fiction and hilariously upset the 
lestablishment of what national 
tholiday orators describe as “the 
|founding of a great nation.” He 
|gives audiences welcome laughter 
jat the expense of self-seeking so- 
| called Empire builders. 
| Eric House is excellent as the 
|remittance man who takes his love 
|and his loot where he finds it, and 
'so is Charles Palmer as the gen- 
| tleman's gentleman to the mythical 
| Roland Plantagenet. Lending valu- 
lable support are Alex McKee as 
the letter-steaming postmaster, 
| Alexander Webster as the bearded 
| judge, Joseph Furst as the mono- 
|coled German-dialect doctor and 
| Drew Thompson as an always-tipsy 
| preacher. 
| The women include Betty Leigh- 
ton, notable as the Cockney who 
“was born six blocks from Buck- 
ingham Palace,” Deborah Turnbull, 
hampered by a giggle-role and 
Catherine Tory as an embattled fe- 
male with a Joan of Arc complex. 

The settings and costuming are 
correct, McStay. 


Come and Kiss Me 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Sid Melton & Mike Cazden production 
of three-act comedy Lewis itzer. 
Stars Dee Parker, Lou 


r 
Cutler, Je 
Theatre, H w 
tep 





| Hal C 


| Amy Slocum ... 
Lester Flavin 
Sam Slocum 





| Film scenarist Lewis Meltzer, 


| 


who may be hindered by restric- 
|tions when writing for the screen, 


has let himself go with sex, profan- 


lity and alcoholism in his play, 
|“Come and Kiss Me.” Produced 
jat the Las Palmas by Sid Melton 
and Mike Cazden, the comedy has 
| the earmarks of sophistication— 
| uninhibited characters in an unin- 
|hibited setting—and there’s a cer- 
tain professionalism about the writ- 
| ing. 

| The situation, thin to begin with, 
|becomes transparent early in the 
|first act, however, and the few 
| laughs that follow are hardly worth 
|a whole evening. There are five 
|characters, few of whom become 
|real people, in the drawing room 
triangle, plus a sexy blonde and 
‘her dumb boyfriend. 

| Douglas Henderson, as imbibing 
| bachelor, relies on wide eyes, dou- 
| ble takes and ludicrous grins. As 
| the unhappy wife, Dee Parker gives 
|a capable performance. Lou is 
|fine as the husband and there is 
|okay support from Thom Carney 
{and appropriately voluptuous sex 
'from Vikki Dougan. 

Penrod Dennis’ direction seems 
better with movement than with 
character. Setting by Frederick 
Cutler and Jerry Grollnek is typi- 
cally modern. Ron, 


| Leif Erickson will appear as 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt in the 
second company of “Sunrise at 
Campobello,” which is scheduled 
to begin touring next October, 











Season Total Grosses 


BROADWAY 
Number 
Total Biggest of Shows For 
Playing Total Single That Week 

Season Weeks Gross Week Week Ending 

1936-37..... re Dee, ST ca ean |e" 4 es 

1937-38..... 999 a eS ee ae 

1938-39...... 1,061 12,751,000 $446,000 32 Feb. 25, ’39 
1939-40..... 991 12,665,800 381,500 26 Dec. 30, '39 

(Figures are not available for the seasons 1940-41 through 1946-47) 
1947-48..... 1,325 28,826,500 77,500 29 Dec. 29, '39 
1948-49..... 1,231 28,840,700 743,300 30 Feb. 21, '49 
1949-50..... 1,156 28,614,500 737,100 29 Feb. 4, '50 
1950-51,.... 1,139 27,886,000 752,600 27 Dec. 30, '50 
1951-52 - 1,072 29,223,000 781,100 25 Feb. 23, '52 
1952-53..... 1,012 26,126,400 722,700 27 Feb. 28, °53 
1953-54..... 1,081 30,169,200 753,000 28 Feb. 27, '54 
1954-55..... 1,139 32,087,800 886,200 29 Jan. 1, '55 
1955-56..... 1,239 35,353,100 881,700 30 Feb. 25, '56 
1956-57..... 1,182 37,154,500 934,800 30 Dec. 8, '56 
1957-58..... 1,081 37,515,300 962,700 28. Feb. 15, ’58 
ROAD 

1948-49..:.. 1,152 23,657,900 707,400 35 Dec. 27, '48 
1949-50..... 1,019 20,401,300 653,300 31 Jan. 28, '50 
1950-51..... 913 20,330,600 653,100 28 Oct. 21, '50 
3051-68... .. 829 18,827,900 615,900 22 Oct. 20, 51 
1952-53 ....% 1,036 23,417,600 706,000 32 Jan. 31, "53 
1953-54..... 794 17,623,200 547,400 28 Oct. 10, °53 
1954-55..... 879 21,122,000 601,000 28 Dec. 4, '54 
1955-56..... 864 22,853,500 617,300 22 April 28, '56 
1956-57..... 772 19,826,300 691,400 23 Oct. 20, '56 
1957-58..... 728 22,645,000 716,200 26 Jan. 25, °58 





$60, 160,300 Season 


Continued from page 1 








was approximately the same. It's 
evident, therefore, that the tripled 
gross, both seasonal and single- 
week, reflects higher ticket prices 
rather than increased attendance. 

The records do not list the 
heavy-grossing shows current dur- 
ing the various seasons (such data 
could be gathered without too 
much difficulty, if anyone cared to 
take the time). Nor is there any 
obvious explanation why the big- 
gest-gross week has occasionally 
occurred at some other time than 
the Christmas-New Year or the 
Washington’s Birthday week, the 
two traditional boxoffice peaks of 
the season. 


Tiptop Tome: Theatre 
Of Robt. Edmond Jones’ 


“The Theatre of Robert Edmond 
Jones” (Wesleyan U. Press; $12.50), 
is edited with chronology by Ralph 
Pendleton, and carries comments 
on Jones and his stage designing 
by John Mason, Jo Mieiziner, Don- 
ald Oenslager, Lee Simonson, 
Stark Young, Kenneth Macgowan 
and Mary Hall Furber. Book is un- 
questionably one of the most im- 
portant show biz bios of the last 
decade, and covers Jones’ long and 
brilliant career (1914-1954) with 
authority, grace and distinction. 

Format makes the tome a de- 
light, with inclusion of more than 





m™. |50 plates, some in color, from the 


late artist’s original drawings. Edi- 


-30 | tor deserves credit for thoroughness 


and accuracy in his chronology, 


m {which is brightened by marginal 


illustrations. There are also some 
photos, costume sketches and de- 
tails from Jones’ blueprints. 

Mrs. Furber, friend of the Jones 
family, offers material on the art- 
ist’s New Hampshire origins. Miel- 
ziner and Oenslager, who served as 
apprentices in Jones’ studiv, reflect 
associations with the great design- 
er. “A dreamer, but also a doer,” 
writes Mielziner, who pinpoints 
Jones’ work with lighting; his per- 
sonal absorption with every detail 
of production; his artistic integrity. 
“Workman, craftsman and artist,” 
is Oenslager’s assessment of Jones. 

Macgowan deals with the design- 
er’s brief but effective work with 
color films (“La Cucaracha,” 1934; 
“Becky Sharp,” 1935; “Dancing Pi- 
rate,” 1936). Simonson mentions 
Jones’ legacy to our stage; the first 
designer to win recognition as “an 
indispensabie collaborator in the 
interpretation of a script.” Stark 
Young dwells particularly on Jones’ 
designs for “Birthday of the In- 
fanta” and “Macbeth”; while John 
Mason Brown provides a touching 
l’envoi for a “magnificent dreamer 
whose genius it was to transmute 
his dreams into reality.” ¢ 

Through these writers who knew 
Jones, and by virtue of the chron- 
ology and illustrations, one of the 
great theatre careers of this era is 
carefully and lovingly preserved. 
Value of this book to pros and 
students cannot be underestimated. 
A reflection of the immediate lus- 
trous past, it is the key to the best 
of creative theatre that is yet to 
come, Rodo. 





Guild Refund t 
Chi Subscribe 
Chicago, June 3. 

Unable to come through with an 
eighth show for the current legit 
season, the Theatre Guild here has 
made a refund to its 16,700 local 
subscribers. 

Ironically, the shortened legit 
term has drawn the largest Guild 
subscription list in at least two 
decades. While a final show could 
probably have been booked to com- 
plete the season's subscription 
commitment, the Guild decided not 
to extend its presentations beyond 
May 1. 

Renewal solicitations for next 
season have already gone out, and 
the response has been brisk, de- 
spite the lack of announced sub- 
scription piays. It’s figured un- 
likely, however, that the subscrip- 
tion list will exceed that of the 
current semester, because 16,700 
represents virtually capacity. 

Guild rates for next term will 
be slightly higher than before, as 
two musicals are due (though it's 
not known which shows they’ll be), 
sans discount. According to Chi 
subscription manager Harriet Watt, 
Guild searcely sells anymore on a 
money-saving basis, but represents 
to its clients a service and a time- 
saver. 


SKED BARN BREAK-IN 
OF CONCERT ‘CANDIDE’ 


The Lester Osterman Jr.-Hillard 
Elkind presentation of last season’s 
Broadway musical, “Candide,” will 
have a strawhat breakin prior to 
taking off on a one-niter tour next 
October. The new concert version 
of the musical adaptation to Vol- 
taire’s classic is scheduled to open 
Sept. 22 for a one-week run at the 
Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa. 

Martyn Green, Robert Rounse- 
ville and Irra Petina will star in 
the presentation. Both Rounseville 
and Miss Petina appeared in the 
Broadway production, which was 
presented by Ethel Linder Reiner, 
with Osterman as associate pro- 
ducer. 


Sale of L.A. Biltmore 
Involves 5256 Payment 


Los Angeles, June 3. 

Deal whereby Southern Califor- 
nia restaurateur Paul A. Cummins 
purchased the Biltmore Theatre in 
downtown Los Angeies, involves a 
price of $525,000, including $210,- 
000 down, plus $315,000 payable in 
two years at $6%, The house was 
opened in 1924. 

Cummings acquired the property 
in his own name and that of his 
wife, Ruth. He was only bidder on 
theatre. Existing commitments will 
keep the Biltmore as a legiter until 
fall. “Auntie Mame” will open 
there Aug. 12 for an eight-week 
engagement, but then the building 
will probably be razed to make way 
for a multiple-story commercial 
structure. 











oa 





@we ~ T_T. + 4 ~ - coe aud 


———— tae >, 


se eet feo 4 6 


- . etd, tok o.oo ? oo? 2. etn 





Wednesday, June 4, 1958 





71 





Connie Bennett Wow 596, Denver: 
Fella’ $70,000, LA.; ‘Lady’ 676 in Chi 


The touring list was down to¢ 


seven shows last week (including 
the Civic Light Opera Production 
of “King and I”). With the sched- 
uled closing June 14 of “Diary of 
Anne Frank.” the layoff starting 
June 22 of the Constance Bennett- 
starring edition of “Auntie Mame” 
and the fold June 28 of “Visit to a 
Small Planet,” the lineup will num- 
ber only four, which will probably 
be the minimum for the summer. 

Business was generally off a 
trifle last week, but the overall 
trend was mitigated to some extent 
by the smash solo-week engage- 
ment of Miss Bennett in “Mame” 
in Denver. As usual, the two CLO 
operations in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco remained at near-capac- 
ity, and “My Fair Lady” was still 
in the big-profit bracket in Chicago. 

Except for a few possible book- 
ings on the Coast during the sum- 
mer, the Theatre Guild-American 
Theatre Society subscription sea- 
son ended last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Parenthetic designations for out- 
of-town shows are the same as for 
Broadway, except that hyphenated 
T with show classification indicates 
Tryout. Also, prices on touring 
shows includes 10% Federal tax 
and local tax, if any, but as on 
Broadway grosses are net; i.e., ex- 
clusive of taxes. 


DENVER 

Auntie Mame (2d co.), Aud. (C) 
(single wk) $5.50; 2,250; $62,000) 
(Constance Bennett). New high for 
the tour, $58,968, with the first half 
of the week on Guild-ATS sub- 
scription. Previous week, $34,200 
at the KRNT Theatre, Des Moines. 


LOS ANGELES 

Most Happy Fella, Philharmonic 
Aud, (MD) (ist wk) ($6-$5.50; 2,670; 
$73,500). Almost $70,000 on SCL 
subscription. Previous week, $55,- 
500 on CLO subscription at the 
Curran, San Francisco. 
Visit te a Small Planet, Hartford 
(C) (2d wk) ($5.50-$4.95; 7,024; 
$26,000) (Cyril Ritchard). Nearly 
$22,800 on Guild-ATS subscription. 
Previous week, $18,600 in seven 
performances, on subscription. 


SAN FRANCISCO 

King and I, Curran (MD) (ist 
wk) ($6-$5.50; 1,758; $58,000) (Cam- 
eron Mitchell, Gisele MacKenzie). 
Almost $54,000 on CLO subscrip- 
tion. Previous week, $72,500 on 
subscription at the Philharmonic 
Aud., Los Angeles. 


WASHINGTON 
Diary of Anne Frank, National 
(D) (2d wk) ($4.95-$4.40; 1,677; 
$44,000). Over $23,400 on Guild- 
ATS subscription. Previous week, 
$26,600 in nine performances on 
subscription. 


CHICAGO 
My Fair Lady (2d co.), Shubert 
(MC) (30th wk) ($7; 2,100; $72,979). 
Edged $67,000. Previous week, 


’ 














TORONTO 
Auntie Mame (3d co.), Royal 
Alexandra (C) (single wk) ($5; 
1,525; $38,000). (Sylvia Sidney). 
Over $21,000. Previous week, 
$21,200 in six-performance | split. 


Blum New R&H Caster; 
‘ 9 
Set ‘Angel’ for London 

Edward Bium has taken over as 
casting director for Richard Rodg- 
ers and Oscar Hammerstein 2d. He 
succeeds Jerry Whyte, who's going 
to London te line up a theatre for 
“Look Homeward, Angel,” which 
R & H will produce there through 
their British firm, Williamson 
Music Ltd. The West End open- 
ing will be dependent on the 
availability of a theatre. 

Prince Littler may be partnered 
with R & H in the British produc- 
tion of the Pulitzer and Critics 
Circle-prize plan, presented on 
Broadway by Kermit Bloomgarden 
and Theatre 200, Ine. Besides the 
London venture, R & H are sched- 
uled to be represented on Broad- 
way next fall with “Flower Drum 
Song,” a musical based on C.. Y. 
Lee’s book. 

The book for ‘the tuner is by 
Hammerstein and Joseph Fields, 
with Hammerstein also providing 
the lyrics and Rodgers the music. 
Blum, who joined the R & H firm 
last Monday (2), had previeusly 
been with CBS-TV as music and 
yaar casting director in New 

or’ 














Plan Off-B’way Showing 

Of Maryat Lee’s ‘Kairos’ 

“Kairos,” a topical drama by 
Maryat Lee, will be produced off- 
Broadway next fall by the author- 
ess, who has already lined up half 
of the necessary $10,000 bankroll. 

The play calls for a cast of six, 
all over 30 years of age, and Miss 
Lee is in New York to line up a 
director. 





SKED TOLEDO-EUROPE 


THEATRE TOUR AUG. 6 


Toledo, June 3. 

The first Toledo-Europe legit 
package tour is set to get under 
way Aug. 6. The hike is being or- | 
ganized by Dorman Richardson, 
manager of Living Theatre Pro- | 
motion here. Richardson has been | 
sponsoring show trains from here | 
to New York, the eighth of which | 
is slated for next Oct. 26-Nov. 1. 

Teaming with Richardson on the 


European excursions, which will | 


Fun through Sept. 18, is Percival 
Tour. The travel agency wi!l take 
care of general sightseeing for the 
group, while Richardson wil! be in 
charge of a special theatre pro- 
gram. Travel to Europe will be by 
ship, and the return by plane from 
Paris. 


Nouveau Monde Troupe 
To Extend Current Tour 


Ottawa, June 3. 
After its appearances this sum- 
mer in Paris, the Brussels World 
Fair, the Netherlands and Strat- 
ford, Ont., Montreal’s Le Theatre | 
du Nouveau Monde will play Yugo- 
slavia, Russia and several coun- 





tries of South America. It played | 


two weeks recently at the Phoenix | 
Theatre, N.Y. 

Four members of the troupe who 
regularly act in novelist Roger 
Lemelin’s serial “The Plouffe Fam- 
ily,” seen on both English and 
French networks across Canada, 
will lose up to $500 a week apiece 
while on tour. They are Jean-Louis 
Roux, Denise Pelletier, Huguette 
Oligny and Denyse St. Pierre. 


Chi Season 
== Continued from page 68 ee 


were comedies, five straight plays, 
and the 10th was Marcel Marceau’s 
one man show. 

Season was dignified by two 
other “records”: the fewest local 
houses (5) to be used over an en- 
tire year, and the longest stretch 
of total darkness (13 weeks). Chi 
was legit-less all last summer, from 
July 17, when “Cat” closed, to Oct. 
16, when “Diary of Anne Frank” 
opened. Although it was not ex- 
actly a boxoffice click,- “Anne 
Frank” had the longest run of a 
straight play ‘10 weeks). 

Of the houses, the Shubert was 
lighted longest, with 30 weeks for 
a single show, “Lady.” 


shows, Blackstone 16 weeks with 
three, Harris 10 weeks with two, 
vom Great Northern six weeks with 


of the critics on the 
four dailies was the Tribune's 
Claudia Cassidy who, per her rep- 
utation, panned four shows and 
gave one %0-so valuation. How- 
ever, she also led her colleagues 








-in rave notices, with four. Gentlest 


was Roger Dettmer of the Ameri- 
can, who gave three raves and four 
positives against three pans. Syd 
Harris, of the Daily News, and Her- 
man Kogan, of the Sun-times, each 
handed out raves, positives and 
negatives in threes, and each dealt 
out one on-the-fencer. 


Touring Shows 
a one 318) 
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Editor, VARIETY: 

For purposes of my upcoming 
book on “The Theatre From A to 
Z,” still very much in preparation, 
and also as a curiosity of interest, 
perhaps some VARIETY reader can 
help me locate a Broadway play 
with “Friday” in the title. My rec- 
ords of the New York stage from 
1752 to 1958 show all the other 
week days used, but the play- 
wrights seem to have shied away 





from Vendredi, as the French 
would say. 

For instance I a ‘Blue Mor- | 
day” 1932; “Eight O'Clock Tues- 
day” 1941 and “Maybe Tuesday” 
1958; “Wednesday's Child” 1934; 
“Thursday Evening” 1923 and 
“Every Thursday” 1934; “Satur- 
day’s Children” 1927; “Saturday It 

Rained” 1932; “Saturday Night” 
| 1926; “A Saturday Night” 1933; 
“Saturday to Monday” 1917; “Sun- 





day” 1904; “Chicken Every .Sun- 
day” 1944; “Sunday Breakfast” 
1952; “Sunday Nights at Nine” 


| 1934 and “Story for Sunday Eve- 
ning” 1950. But what happened to 
Friday? Sam Stark. 


LONDON ‘LADY’ AIMING 





London, June 3. 
“My Fair Lady” will probably 
be the first show in London stage 


AT $1,000,000 ADVANCE : 





history to have a $1,000,000 ad- 
vance sale. It has already racked 
up about $850,000, with boxoffice | 
sale and ticket broker guarantees, 
on top of the pre-opening mail or- 
| der sale. 

| With the window sale and ticket | 
| distribution by the libraries (as 
| ticket brokers are known locally) 
| topping the nightly gross, the ad- 
| vance is building. The capacity 
| of the Drury Lane Theatre is about 
$45,000 a week. The show has 
gone clean at every performance 
so far, and is expected to remain 
solid indefinitely. 











(And No Jokes, Please) 


Glasgow, May 27. | 

An experiment in the use of two- | 
for-ones appears to be paying off | 
|for the Howard & Wyndham cir- | 
|cuit at its King’s Theatre here. | 
The bargain ticket policy is being 
used for Monday night -perform- 
) ances at the house which previous- 
ly had been pulling about 50% of 
capacity. 

Since the start of the twofer 
practice, Monday night biz has 
| jumped to generally sellout level. 


British Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 








(2-20-58). 


ha 
o's 6-2-58). 


Where's C Palace 
You Can Have Body, Vic. Pal. 
*Transferred. 

oometinns tee prmenes 


orden Ont bas + (6-4-58). 

on 

Seraking of Murder, St ¥ 11-58). 
CLOSED saben aon 

New Crazy Vic. Pal. 2-18-50) 

Something to St. Mart. (4-29-58). 





SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
BROADWAY | 
(Theatres Set) 

Grand Hotel, 46th St. (9-25-58). 

Swim in Sea, Lyceum (9-30-58). 

Pleasure = Co., Royale a. 

Goldilocks, (10-98-58). 

Touch of the Poet, Hayes (10-12-58). 

oo , in 509, cco (10-15-58 

» Miller (0-3 
ons p Bete “4 lhe a0-30-38). 
A @-30-58). 











Ulysses, Rooftop ©-5-58 
Making of Moo, Rita Alien (6-11 


Snaw Repertory, Gate 





* | 000) 
"| Healy). 
week, $33. 





Who Never Died, fea. San Tue as (10-23. 58). 
Selea Days, Barbizon-Plaza (11-11-58). 


Bway Tobogganing Into Summer; 
‘Say 44156 ‘Jamaica’ 446, ‘Dark’ 286, 
‘Captain’ $50,300, ‘Romanoff’ $22,300 


Broadway edged a little more; vious week, $16,600. 


last week toward the traditional | 
summer slump. However, business 
improved for a.few shows, some of | 
which were helped by a big Me- 
morial Day matinge turnout. There 
was one bowout, which reduced 


| 


Ended dis- 
appointing five-week run last Sat- 
| urday (31) ond move moves to Israel. 


Off-Broadway Shows 


Blood Wedding, Actors Play- 


| the number of entries to 20 this| a (3-31-58). 


| week, 
The _sellouts included “Music 
Man,” “My Fair Lady,” “Sunrise 


at Campobello, 
saw” and “Visit.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP ‘Op- 
etta). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices 
tiwo prices are given, the higher is 
for Friday-Saturday nights and the 
lower for weeknights), number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10% Federal and 
% City tax, but grosses are net 
i.e., exclusive of taxes. 

Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (C) 
(77th wk; 605 p) ($6.90; 1,214; $46,- 
500) (Greer Garson). Around $39,- 
600; previous week, $41,000. Bea- 
trice Lillie succeeded Miss Garson 
as star last Monday (2) and will re- 
main with the show until the 
|scheduled June 28 windup of the 


N. Y. run. 


Bellis Are Ringing, Shubert (79th 

wk; 628 p) ($8.05; 1,453; $58,101) 
(Judy Halliday). — $47,200; 
previous week, $48,300. 

‘Blue Denim, Play house (D) (14th 
wk; 168 p) ($5.75-$6.90; 996; $31,- 
500). Over $17,900 for nine per- 
formances; previous week, $20,200 
with parties. 

Dark at the Top of the Stairs, 
Music Box (D) (26th wk; 204 
$5.75-$6.90; 1,010; $33,000). Nearly 
$28,000; previous week, $29,700. 

Jamaica, Imperial (MC) (31st wk; 
244 p) ($8.35; 1,427; $63,000) (Lena 
Horne, Ricardo Montalban). Over 
$44,000; previous week, $42,600. 

Jane Eyre, Belasco ‘D) (5th wk; 
36 p) ($5.75; 1,037; $31,582). Around 
$3,000. Previous week, $3,700. 
Closes June 14. 

Li'l Abner, St. James (MC) ‘81st 
wk; 644 p) ($8.05; 1,614; $58,100). 


~~ 


|Almost $35,900 on twofers; pre- 


vious week, $35,100 on twofers. 
Look Back in Anger, Goiden (D) 

(35th wk; 279 p) ($5.75; 800; $25,- 

152;. Over $10,000; previous week, 


$9,200 

Leok Homeward, Angel, Barry- 
more (D) (27th wk: 212 p) ($6.90; 
1,076; $40,716) (Anthony Perkins). 
Neariy $40,500; previous week, 
$41,100. 

Music Man, Majestic (MC) (24th 
bo A. Benes 1,626; $68,658). 

ston). Over $69,500; 
a ml week, $69,300. 

My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
(116th wk; 923 p) ($8.05; 1,551; 
$68,210). Steady at $69,200. 

Oh Captain, Alvin (MC) (17th wk; 
135 p) ($8.35-$9.20; 1,331; $60,000). 
— $50,300; previous week, $49,- 


Romanoff and Juliet, Piymouth 
.1(C) (34th wk; 268 p) ($5.7 ; | holders. 


25; 
1,062; $36,625) (Peter Ustinov). 
ay $22,300; previous week, $20,- 


a... er ANTA (MD) (9th 
wk; 68 os, 1,185; 50,460). 
— fev Vivian Blaine). 

Over $44,500; te week, $49.- 


000. 

Sunrise at Campobelie, Cort. (D) 
(18th wk; 140 p) ($6.90; 1,155; $38,- 
398) (Ralph Bellamy). Nearly $37,- 
500; previous week, $37,300 with 


parties. 4 

Time Remembered, Morosco (C) 
(29th wk; 231 p) ($9.60; 946; $43,- 
000) (Helen Hayes, Richard Bur- 
ton}. Over $24,100; previous week, 
=. Closes June - 

Two for the Seesaw, Booth (CD) 
(20th an 156 p) ($6.90; 780; $31.- 
700) (Henry Fonda). Over $32,100; 
previous week, same 

Visit, Lunt-Fontanne (D) (4th wk; 
32 p) ($8.50; 1,402; $52,100) (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne). Over $52,- 


000 with ey eo week, 
same. Closes J 
West Side 4 Winter Garden 


(MD) (36th wk; 284 p) ($8.05; 1,404; 
Lact ag aE Almost $44,800; previous 
week, 

Who Was That Lady?, Beck (C) 
(43th. wk: 104 p) ($6.90; 1,280; $47,- 
(Peter Lind Hayes, Mary 
Ce $28,100; previous 


Closed Last Week 
Firstborn, Coronet (D) (5th wk; 
38 p) ($6.90; 1,101; $35,040) (Kath- 
erine Cornell). Over. $12,500; pre- 


”" “Two ior the See-| the Square (2-28-58). 
(5-14-58). 
C (Comedy), D (Drama), 


(where 55) 








a Boy Friend, Cherry Lane (1-25)- 
58). 
Children of Darkness, Circle in 
Comic Strip, Barbizon Plaza 
Crucible, Martinique (3-11-58). 
Garden District, York (1-7-58). 
— Plays, Sullivan St. (6-3- 
) 
PO 2» cd West’n World, Tara (5- 


Shaw Series, Downtown (5-12-58), 

Sign of Winter, Theatre 74 (5-7- 
58): closes next Sunday (8). 
Threepenny Opera, deLys (9-25- 


CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Electra, Jan Hus (5-9-58). 
Mandragola, 4th St. (5-28-58), 


Bands, Ballet & Buttons 
Skedded by Feld Bros. 
For 5th Amphi Season 


Washington, June 3.~ 

Carter Barron Amphitheatre, the 
4,000-seat Government-owned ozon- 
er, will be off and running June 13. 
Ten day run of Roland Petit’s “Bal- 
lets de Paris,” starring Petit and 
frau Jeanmaire, will preem the 11- 
week season, with the Feld Bres. 
(Irving and Israel) at the mana- 
gerial helm for their fifth consecu- 
tive session. 

Nat King Cole headlines his own 
show July 7 through July 13, while 
Louis Armstrong and Ella Fitzger- 
ald, teaming up for the first time 
in many years, will appear with 
Errol Garner and his trio for a 
six-day run beginning July !. Fred 
Waring. and his “Hi-Fi Show” 
coupled with the Jose Greco 
troupe, opens July 21. Also skedded 
is the Washington Ballet, guest 
starring Alicia Alonso, Igor Yous- 
kevich and Frederic Franklin, 
June 30, for single stanza 

Season's blockbuster is expected 
to be two week run of “The Most 
Happy Fella,” teeing off its Wash- 
ington debut July 28. Musicals are 
always sock summer fare here. 
The tuner will be followed by a 
revue starring Red Buttons, the 
week of Aug. 11. 

The Felds, who parlayed a drug 
store business into town's largest 
record store chain, plus Super Mu- 
sic Attractions, bookers of pop en- 
tertainment, are tackling Carter 
Barron despite a near-disastrous 
season last year. A two week, sold- 
out booking of Harry Belafonte was 
cancelled because of star’s eye op- 
eration. Since this was at season's 
end, it was impossible to fill spot 
and the figures on the ledger 
moved inte red columns with re- 
fund of over $150,000 to stub 


Following pattern set in past, 
“Value Books,” assuring house of 
15,000 subscribers, are again being 
offered. A Feld innovation, cut- 
rate books offer $46.50 value for 
$3.50. The 20 coupons contain one 
free ducat; several twofers; 50c re- 
ductions on a number of attrae- 
tions; 50c cuts on tickets for Olney 
Theatre, town’s legit straw hatter; 
and cut rates on records purchased 
monthly in company owned dise 
shops. 

Felds pay Dept. of Interior, 
which owns Carter Barron, a flat 
$50 daily fee. In addition, Uncle 
Sam gets a percentage of the week- 
ly gross, going as high as $4,500 
for smash hits. Weekly nut, accord- 
ing to Felds, runs as high as $50,- 
000 for maintenance, box office, 
musicians, and stage hands. This, 
reports Irving Feld, is 100% higher 
than 5 years ago, when he and his 
brother took over the Government's 

“white elephant.” 


Dennis Morgan and Wendy Bar- 
rie will tour the strawhat circuit 
this ed in a tryout of Bruce 


“All About 
Love,” whiéh H. 
Jones plan presenting on 
Broadway next fall. Ramsey Burch, 
former ‘managing director of the 
Margo Jones Theatre, Dallas, will 
direct the offering, ‘which opens 
June 30 at the Grist Mill Play- 
house, Andover, N.J. 
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Shows Abroad 


es Continued from part 8 ——— 


Large As Life 

a clearly defined sense of the 
ridiculous, a rich singing voice and 
a warm, infectious personality. 
Whether he’s on stage alone or in 
sketches with Eric Sykes, Hattie 
Jacques, Max Russell and cther 
members of the cast, he remains 
on top form. 

Miss Leigh, whose voice is 


Charlie, 22 Ans, 
Trompetie 


(Charlie, the 22-Year-Old 
Trumpeter) 


Paris, May 6. 


Andre Gunzberg presentation of one- 
act drama by Dominique Vincent. With 
Gerard Blain, Andre Thorent, Claude 
vain, Blue Stars (6), Maxim Saury Orch 
), Dominique Roblin. Staged by Fran- 
is Maistre; set and costumes, Rene 
Allio; film, Jacques Rivette, Charles 
Bitsch; music, Saury, Raoul Billerey. At 


Syl- | 





tain interest 


characters, 


to be made out of this play, but in|enough yocks to 


in his unpleasant | pounded to last three acts. It. has 
There is a neat film| clockwork pacing, solid playing and 


bring it. thru, 


its present form it is too slight an|though it falters in the last act. 


entry to stand much chance 
Shaftesbury Ave. or 


| competition. 


The yarn involves a weekend at 


the home of an egotistical but fad- | 


ing film star. Present are his wife, 
his sweetheart, his brother and his 
agent. His ex-wife has arrived, ob- 
viously bent on kicking up a row, 
and when the curtain rises she is 
found dead behind a locked door. 
The star’s brother thinks there’s 
been a murder, rather than an ac- 
cident or suicide, and before call- 


in| Having no deeper satirical basis, 
Broadway | the show seems risky for the U. S., 


| but could possibly become a ve- 
hicle for a sure-footed comedian. 
An employee comes to see his 
| boss, with the assertion that he is 
| going to marry the latter's daugh- 
|ter. However, the girl turns out 
ito be not the daughter, but a 
| stenographer concealing her sten- 
;}ographer background. The situa- 
| tion is further complicated when it 
| transpires that the suitor has also 
| lied and hopes to get the right job 





| 


ing the doctor or the police, they | to deserve the boss’s daughter. | 


Theatre D’Aujourd’hue, Paris, May 5, 
"58; $3 top. 


Gerard Blain 
Claude Syivain | 


matched by her good looks, delivers 
straight operatic arias to enthusias- 
tic response. Her first_appearance | po 
is in an excerpt from “Manon” and 
subsequently she intros “The Good 
Old Days,” an item which serves 
as a vehicle for presenting some of 
the famed old-timers of vaudeville 
—G. H. Elliott, Hetty King and 
Dick Henderson. These three, with 
a virility to be envied, sing and 
dance with refresh gusto, and 
not one of them n a mike to 
carry through to the audience of 
more than 2,000. Terry-Thomas, a 
“little blue but always amusing, gets 
the yocks in a sole item as well as 
in a subsequent sketch when he 
plays a drill sergeant. 

As always in this type produc- 
tion, there’s a smash lineup of 
specialty entertainers. The current 
production includes Johnny Puleo 
& His Gang, with their renowned 
harmonica act; Harry Worth, who 
has become one of London’s front- 
ranking comedians with his hesi- 
tant style of delivery; Latona, Gra- 
ham é& Chadel, acrobatic knock- 
abouts; Malta & Fernando with 
their comedy dogs, whose fascinat- 





This is an awkward attempt to) 
disguise a banal story in extrane-| 
ous hocus-pocus. The lack of dra-| 
matic progression shows through | 
tin spite of the use of film bac “| 
grounds, an on-stage jazz orchestra, 
a choral group serving as a sort of 
Greek chorus, and two lawyers who | 
discuss the career and eventual) 
fate ef the hero. 

Charlie’s life is briefly sketched. | 
When his frivolous sweetheart de-| 
serts him, he leaves his drunken! 
father and goes to the big city, 
where he becomes a trumpet play- | 
er. He again meets the girl, who} 
is now a singer, They resume their | 
old relationship, but when a friend | 
reveals that she is a loose wench) 
he kills the friend and goes to the 
guillotine. 

Without the proper words and 
scenes, all this becomes a fiasco, to 
the accompaniment of the chorus 
and the jazz orchestra. The acting 
is confused. Mosk. 





ing canine routine has natural qual- —_—_— 

ities of appeal; the Dior Dancers,|} The Key of the Door 

a aeue ncluding one gal, with London, May 28 
stylized adagio routines; Lynnette| g¢oraon Harbord & Donald Blackwell | 
Rae with a couple of pop rendi- presentation of three-act melodrama by 
tions, and the George Carden ip Mackie. Stars ne Hasso, Michael 


MacLiammoir, Joyce Heron. Directed by | 
Hilton Edwards. At Lyric Opera House, | 


Dancers in lavish production num- 
be Hammersmith, May 27, °58; $1.75 top. _ | 


rs. 





|set out to find the culprit. 


There is an extra wrinkle in the | 
This is achieved in a series of |@dvertent theft of some money. 
flashbacks with victim coming on| , The piece is well played under | 
to the stage alive to re-enact parts Jacques Mauclair’s savvy direction, | 


ee : jand a promising new writer 
of significant corfversations they | 2? 
: ; veek-|emerges in the author, Claude 

have had with her during the week- | Magnier. Mosk. 


end. It emerges that she was in- 
tent on blackmail and that they all | 
had a motive for killing aye 
Michael MacLiammoir gives a . > 
fruity, though uneven, performance | Pe. aba a beg oer P | 
as the dissolute, jealous brother | ry House of the Four Winds) 
who becomes a sort of emcee to the} Gan Juan, Puerto Rico, May 22. 
proceedings Stans Haso i hand] gust ster ari wre 
val. 6 Piri Fe 7: 
scenes are two-handed and very | scenery, Carlos Marichal; pubeulian at 
short, and that she does not appear | fcenery- Miguel Bauza; ‘costumes and 
till the first act curtain. Bo cece bora F. River 
less, she presents an interesting | Props effects, 
study of a Siaubovent and bitchy See TF ieee: eviginel music. Hector 
character. Joyce Heron handles} nez; guitar, Moises Rodrigues. At Tapia 
the role of the wife with ease, and| Theatre. San Juan, May 22, ‘58; $1.50 top. 
the other parts are adequately | y p> dh AOR a en Arrillaga 
plahiite Edwards’ direction ao gee 
ton wards’ rectio 
often fussy as he tries to bring} pyar santiago 
physical action into what is essen-| Juana Duran ............. 
tially a talky-talky item, but he — | a 
makes skilled use of lighting ef- 


Manuel Aguil hiv 
fects for the necessary flashbacks. | Matias Alsover” 
Rich. 





La Hacienda De Los 


j osa 
is Francisco Javier de Andrade 
Braulio Castille 
her Ma 

Myrna Vazquez 
... Naida Davila 
»--_Alieia Moreda 
William Agosto 
Francis Santiago 
Pico Machado Johnny Miranda 
Gomito Comas.. Francisco O’Neill Susoni | 

Don Jose Hermenegildo de la Paz 
‘ Andres Quinones Vizcarrondo 
Virginia Amparo Quiroga Marta Font 
Felix Quiroga ..... Jose Manuel Caicoya 
Antonieta Mallet Georgina de Uriarte 
Vicente Torres Vinals......Efrain Berrios 
Ernesto Mallet Walter Buso | 
Tortola Ruiz | . Lydia Echevarria } 
Bruja Martiniquena. Georfina de Uriarte | 
Francisco de Andrade y Ruiz | 
Jose Aguayo 








Osear 
Paris, April 29. 


Grammont presentation 





Francois of | 
three-act farce by Claude Magnier. Fea- 
tures Pierre Mondy, Jean-Paul Belmondo, 
Maria Pacome, Dominique Page, Fran- 
coise Vatel, Jacques Porteret. Staged by 
Jacques Mauclair; decor, Francine Gal- 








The emphasis is always on spec- | 397° ici) 00000. puting, Stroud | a ee eel Serpents" ”/,7, BAY Vromstece Quinones | 
tacle and color. Nesbitt, a master | Michael Marne.....Michael MacLiammoir | garnier ............... Pierre Mondy Eiedipelded +2 
at this type of show, has been) Paul ..................+-- Basil Henson | Christian ........... Jean-Paul Belmondo| =p); 

tl ided by R. St. John| Lillian Marne .........-; . Joyce Heron | Mme. Barnier ......... Maria Pacome milio S. Belaval, descendant of 
reatly & y , Be - #ONN | Richard Marne Michael Hawkins ‘ se, | 
Gooer's magnificent costumes and | Stella ..................-+-. ens Meme free se Dominique Page a noted Spanish theatrical family | 
by the handsome decor designed by PRUE 2s. s scie o@ia'ewab dda Jacques Porteret and one of the founders of the| 


Philip Mackie’s whodunit, orig- 
inally written for tv, is wordy and| 
contrived, with a number of obvi- | 
ous flaws. Yet, with some ingen-| 


uity, the author manages to sus- 


Eric Delany and Tod Kingman. The 
resident Palladium orchestra, ba- 
toned by Reg Cole, handsomely 
backs the entire a. 





yro. 





NATIONAL TOUR NOW BOOKING 
TOUR BEGINS OCTOBER Ist 


LEE GUBER, FRANK FORD & SHELLY GROSS 
in association with 
(RORMIAN PANAMA, MELVIN FRANK & MICHAEL KIDD 


“een ABNER”)“ 


An Original Musical Comedy 


toon oy NORMAN PANAMA & MELVIN FRANK 
Based On The Characters Created by AL CAPP 
Bored On Direction and Choreography by MICHAEL KIDD 
tries by JOHNNY MERCER 
music y GENE de PAUL 
Scenery and Lighting by WILLIAM one JEAN ECKART 
Costumes Designed by ALVIN COLT 
Orchestrations by PHILIP J. LANG 
Botiet Music Arranges by GENEVIEVE PITOT 


RITE 


FOR DATES 
OR WIRE 


Woo / 
BROADWAY 


THEATRE 
ALLIANCE 


A SUBSIDIARY OF 
COLUMBIA ARTISTS MANAGEMENT 
113 W. 57 St., New York 19, N. Y. 





Puerto Rican theatre movement, is 
This looms as a late season cum- | 2°t only an Associate Judge of the | 
edy hit here. It follows the classic | COmmonwealth’s Supreme Court! 
farcical routine in beginning with | but like Governor Munoz Marin, | 
a misunderstanding that is com-|°M€ Of the literati. Despite his| 
| strenuous judicial duties, the pres- | 

sure to write plays persists and | 
possibly the learned Judge would | 
prefer to be known to posterity as 
a playwright. 
Belaval’s new play “The Country | 
House of the Four Winds,” alle-| 
gorically hate, pride, avarice and| 
lust is the second presentatioh in | 
the current Puerto Rican theatre | 
program. Quality of this theatrical | 
movement is reminiscent of the} 
early Provincetown Players and 
also suggests to some extent the 
flavor of the Irish theatre. 
Play deals with 19th century 
Puerto Rican life, with emphasis 
on emerging democratic values and 
decline of Old World paternalistic 
and aristocratic ideas which are 
“un-American” in the wider New 
Hemisphere sense. Maturing of 
conscience and human sympathy in 
an upperclass family is climaxed 
by the voluntary freeing by the | 
family of its slaves. (Significant 
that there was such a high per- 
centage of manumission in P.R. 
that very few slaves were left to be 
freed at time of legal emancipa- 


tion). 
“Four Winds” opens with the 
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|terested local 


i operated by the Shuberts, 


Steve Barrett to Baton 
Atlanta Summer Tuners 


Atlanta, June 3. 

Steve Barrett, conductor and 
concert pianist, will be musical di- 
rector this summer for Atlanta’s 
Theatre Under-the-Stars. He suc- 
ceeds Sherman Frank who now 
is musical director of the Broadway 
production, “Jamaica.” Barrett 
will conduct six musicals to be 
presented at the 8,000-seat city- 
owned Chastain Memorial Park 
Amphitheater, in North Fulton 
Park. 

Season will open July 8 with 
“Guys and Dolls,” followed by 


|“Paint Your Wagon,” “Wonderful 


Town,” “Happy Hunting.” “The 
Boy Friend” and “Wish You Were 
Here,” each for one week. 


Eric Mattson is general director 
of Theatre Under-the-Stars. 


_______— } 


Philly Season 


Continued from page 69 jes 

















playgoers to the 
tune of $168,000 in four weeks at 
the Shubert. 

The Forrest Theatre, owned and 
held 
second place and took in $663,800 
from 11 productions and 28 weeks 
playing time. Biggest receipts at 
the Forrest were tallied by “No 
Time for Sergeants,” with $144,. 
600 in four stanzas. Best fortnight, 
however, was registered by “Sun- 
rise at Campobello,” with $80,700 
in two frames. 

The Locust Theatre, under the 
management of Manny Davis, rang 
up $325,000 with 10 productions 
totaling 18 weeks. The Katharine 
Hepburn-Alfred Drake “Much Ado 
About Nothing” ($76,000) set the 
high mark at this house. The Wal- 
nut (Shubert owned and operated) 
drew slightly under $308,000 with 
nine shows covering 17 weeks. Hits 
at the Walnut were “Look Home- 
ward Angel” and “Dark at the Top 
of the Stairs.” 

William Goldman's’ Erlanger 
trailed with four musicals for a 
total of 12 weeks and a take of ap- 
proximately $256,000, of which 
amount $108,000 poured in during 
the first two weeks of the season 
with “West Side Story.” 


OPPORTUNITY ! 
to Buy 
STAGE LIGHTING 
Spots, Cabies, Dimmer-Boards 
COMPLETE 
SUMMER-THEATRE OUTFIT 
Used Oniy Three Seasons 
EXCELLENT CONDITION 
Write or Phone for Details: 
CRAGSMOOR PLAYHOUSE 
522 Fifth Ave. WI 7-3386 

















AFTER BOOKING OVER 75 BENEFITS 
FOR PRESENT BROADWAY SMASH, 
“Asst, te Producer’ wants to save time and 
money for another producer thru his experience 
with multiple production office respensibitities, 
and working ¢ ip with © ible pee- 
ple (Previewsty assistant te a tep 
B'way producer.) CALL JU 6-8100, ext. 247 

or TE 8-0686. 


Write Bex 258, Variety, 154 W. 46 St., N.Y.C. 














comparatively poor younger son 
and daughter of a noble Spanish 
family coming to take up life on a 
family hacienda in rural P.R. Son 
marries a native girl who bears him 
a boy, who grows up with strong 
anti-slavery and pro-Puerto Rican \ 
sympathies. He loses his life in the 
act of protecting a slave, and that 
inspires his father to free the fam- 
ily’s own slaves. 

Period set, lighting and costumes 
are yery effective, and the play has 
a haunting musical theme written 
by the talented — Puerto Rican 
composer, Hector Campos Parsi. 
Cast of 22, mostly from radio and 
tv, turns in excellent performances 
under Piri Fernandez’ — 

n. 





| 





FOR SALE 


Used straight-frame furniture vans, 
ideal for traveling shows. Could be 
converted te living quarters. Contect 
Don Nahrweld, North American Van 
Lines, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


LYRIC DRAMAS 
By Charles Fue 
A MAYAN PRINCESS $1.50 
SUNSET OF THE INCA $1.50 


Brock and Waliston, Publishers 
39 Atiantic St., Stamford, Conn. 
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Bruno of Holiywood § Photographers to — J 


Summer Stock Special 


Screen, TV « 
Radio Artists 











CARNEGIE HALL STUDIO 
SPECIAL—$30 154 West S7th Street 
50 8x10 Photes SPECIAL—$45 ine tek City 
Token on 50 Composites Phone: Circle 7-3508 
8 x 10 Flims (4 Poses) Sestes thedt 
bane. Hotel Tears 














Bring in This Ad and Receive FREE One 11 x 14 
Display Photo With an Order of Above Specials 
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Matchless S.A. 

One of the more treasured ex- 
hibits in the archives of the adver- 
tising agency of Harry Paul & 
Associates of Boston is one which 
illustrates the ends to which Hub 
censors will go in order to keep 
the Scollay Square denzens on the 
paths of purity. “ 

It comprises two match covers 
of the now defunct nitery, South- 
land. The preé-1942 cover has a 
dancer sans bra. The later edition, 
imprinted after the bluenoses 
forced the destruction of the old 
issue, shows the same terper with 
a cover on the upper cheesecake, 





Frisco Censorship 

Billy Graham made the head- 
lines, but the general tenor of a 
California State legis!ative commit- 
tee hearing in San Francisco last 
week was that obscene literature is 
a bad thing but censorship is 
worse. 

Rev Graham told the State legis- 
lators, headed by Louis Francis, 
that “we in America have become 
ebsessed with sex—especially the 
female bosom. 

“Our literature, our plays on 
Broadway, need cleaning up. We 
can’t do it all by legislation. We 
can’t afford to do anything that 
would infringe upon the freedom 
of the press.’ 

He urged passage of new laws 
defining obscenity clearly and set- 
ting specific standards for what 
te and pictures may be 
sold. 


Booksellers, librarians and an 





{ 





having 
already taken place at the broad- 
tions 


the music public)—that 
casting sta which have BUMA 
licen * 


ses. 
The Supreme Court decision is 
not ed for several months, 
Rothenberg notes Thus far BUMA 
has won case in the lower 
courts. The Supreme Court deci- 
sion, according to Rothenberg, may 
shed light en semewhat similar 
problems encountered im commu- 
nity antenna systems in the U.S. 
A supplement to Rothenberg’s 
“Copyright Law: Basic and Related 
Materials” (Clark Boardman Co. 
Ltd., N.Y.) is scheduled to be issued 
shortly. 





Hillman Awards 

Harry S. Ashmore, executive edi- 
tor of the Arkansas Gazette and 
winner of a Pulitzer prize this year, 
in Atlantic City last Thursday (15) 
night was given the award in daily 
journalism at the 10th annual com- 
munication awards meeting of the 
Sidney Hillman Foundation, an 
agency of the Amalgamated Cloth- 
ing Workers of America. He re- 
ceived the award for the same ar- 
ticles which won the Pulitzer prize, 








due in August; Jerry Silverman's : 
“Folk Blues,” with discologies and , 
p 
4 


bes, SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


nn ty By Frank Scul 

mon Jefferson ., due - 

tober; Charles Norman's “The y y 

Magic-Maker: E, E.  e 
(1807-1267) 


— Siandae” pe Herbert Mar.| Two smart girls, twins, who have gone far in their separate ways 


shall and Mildred Stock. | since nature first split their prenatal cell, may have let their biggest 
Maurice Valency, known to picture property slip through their fingers. 
Broadway for his translations and{ It was an editor that split them ana it took another editor to bring 
adaptations of European plays (cyr-| them together again. The splitter was in Chicago and the welder was 
rentiy the Lunts in “The Vis't").| in, of all places, Riverside, Calif. The girls are those smart-cracking 
~~ — a treatise “In Praise ©” sobbers whe go tnder the billing of Ann Landers and Abigail van 
. | Buren. 
Their real names were Esther Pauline (Eppie) Friedman Lederer 
Dr. Jay Richard Kennedy = and Pauline Esther (Popo) Friedman Phillips, identical twin daughters 
Jay Richard Kennedy, author of of abe and Rebecca Friedman, their Pop being the owner of a theatre 
Prince Bart,” received an honor-| —2in dm three states in the middlewest 
Bee ec ey Sl the fret Doctor of|. The gals have kissed and told so freely that is not going to be a 
Letters ever given by the Itiaca | job at all for some smart script writer to switch their story around a 
(N. Y.) College, and the only onc| little, maybe their callings too, and present them with further proof 
which will be given at the 1958! that they shouldn't tell it but sell it. 
commencement. Papa A Pix Exhibber 
Kennedy is now nearing the com-| In Sioux City Papa Friedman began selling chickens from a cart, 
ery ts his oeene Sere cd | made enough at it to rest his bunyons and bought a grocery store. 
“Short Term,” a 000-word story Before that could be swooped into the loving arms of a chain store 
dealing with pn “~{ finenc® | operation he got himself a shooting gallery and from that on he was 
S Sie ea World Pu | known as a theatre awner. By the time his twins, Popo and Eppie, were 
“ ‘| in highschool the Friedmans lived in the best part of Sioux City and 
Co., early in 1958 | Abe had become a civic figure. 
+ ond His twins were popular and had the same ambition: to marry a 
Another Good Guide _ | millionaire. Popo got hers first and became Mrs. Morton Phillips. 
The AAA's 30th anniversary edi-| Eppie broke an engagement with one potential potentate and merried 





ee 





Hollywood, June 3. 








his editorials on the Little Rock in-| tion of its “Travel Guide to Ev-! yyjes Lederer who sold millinery in Sioux City when dicers for dames 


tegration crisis. 


Other awar@ winners: A. M. Se-| Michelin 


rope” poven, Feanees sane aide | were on the downbeat. The twins made it a double wedding before 
close competition. «+ ithe democratic draft swooped up both men. Later Lederer went to 


crest, editor of the Cheraw ‘S. C.) published by the international poe for Phillips at Eau Claire. Wis. 


Chronicle, a weekly, for a series of | travel department of the American | 


editorials on civil right and civil 
liberties; Giorgio de Santillana, 
Boston, for his article “Galileo and 


J. Robert Oppenheimer” which ap-| pean reservations. 


eared in The Reporter magazine; 
e hurband-wife team of James 


i 
} 
| 
| 
| 


Oakland rabbi, however, warned| Stokely and Wilma Dykeman, of} 


the lawmakers to go slow in re-| Asheville, 
They all made /| Tenn., 
the point that the writer’s pur-| White,” 
pose, in context, is germane, that| relations in 


writing statutes. 


the United States; 


one generation's obscenity is an-| Theodore Ayers, Washington, D.C., | 
other generation’s morality and |CBS-TV network producer, for the | 


that no one has yet come up with | “Face the Nation” interview with | eyscsing Puerto Rico with Governor | 
Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev; | yynoz Marin for a Look mag piece 


clear definitions of obscenity which 
won't abridge individual rights. 
Testifying for stronger 


laws radio network producer, 


George A. Vicas, N. Y. City, CBS 
for his 


“on the island. 


were various Frisco area police-| “Radio Beat” program which fea- | 
men and prosecutors and a Catho-|tured debates between American | 


lic priest. 
laws were so broad as to be al- 
most useless. 


| 


They ‘all felt present | and Soviet scientists and educators. 


Each award carried a $500 prize. 


| Hillman was the first president of | 


| fi 


Assemblyman Francis, a lawyer | the clothing workers union. 


in suburban San Mateo, is plugging 
for a statute allowing the licens- 
ing of newsstands, with the li- 
censes revocable for repeated sales 
of obscene material. 


J.D. OK of UP-INS Merger 

The merger of UP and INS will 
not result in an antitrust action by 
ine government. Victor R. Hansen, 
assistant attorney general of the 
Antitrust Division of Dept. of Jus- 
tice, told Frank Bartholomew, 
prexy of the merged news service, 
that the merger is right smack in 
the “failing corporation exemp- 
tion.” 

Justice Dept. noted that INS had 
been in the red for the last 14 
years with a loss of “millions.” 


Gervers’ Sellout 

F. Ralph Gervers, former Broad- 
way publicity man and columnist, 
and his wife, Signe Paterson, for- 
merly feminine half of dance team 
of Hale & Paterson, have sold their 
Florida weekly newspapers, Ruskin 
Planter and Interbay Beacon, to- 
gether with Tampa Topics and 
Fiorida Coast to Coast magazine, to 
(Miss) L. M. Gilman of the Hart- 
ford Courant. 

The Gervers will continue to 
reside at Port Tampa City and 
serve as consultants in public rela- 
tions. 


Rothenberg’s Legalistics 

_ Stanley Rothenberg, former copy- 
right attorney for Columbia Pic- 
tures and author of several books 
on copyright, has received his 
discharge from the U.S. Army in 
Europe and is spending the next 
six to eight weeks “seeing some of 
the places I have not visited.” 

Rothenberg recently spent a bus- 
man's holiday in The Hague as 
guest of Dr. E. D. Hirsch Ballin at 
the Hooge Head (Supreme Court) 
of Holland to hear the arguments 
in the copyright case of BUMA vs. 
PTT (Post, Telegraph & Telephone). 
BUMA is the Dutch performing 
rights society, Bureau Voor Muziek- 
Autersrecht. 

The expert opinions, customarily 
submitted to the Supreme Court, 
were prepared by Dr. Ballin, of the 
Leiden faculty, for BUMA, and b 
Dr. G. Straschnov, European 
casting Union attorney, for the 
Dutch government agency. Accord- 
then the picks 
up the regular radio station bread- 
casts and passes them on via tele- 
phone-type wires to its subscribers 
who have special receiver units. 
BUMA claims this results in = 
portermsnces (or “making public”) 
S musical repertory. PTT 
argues, on the other hand, that it is 
merely engaged in a mechanical or 
technical task and is not, in fact, 











giving the performance (or making 


| 


| 





Tampa Sheets Merge 


Tampa Morning Tribune has pur- | his broad personal contacts while 
|chased Tampa Daily Times and | With United Artists. 


started publishing the afternoon 


sheet Monday (2) in Tribune plant. | write reporter for the Easton (Pa.) 
David E. Smiley, prez of Tampa | Express and publicity director for 
Times Co., said sale includes “good | Lafayette College, died at his home | 
will, circulation lists, machinery | in Easton at 59. He was also for | 
and equipment, rolling stock, fur-| many years the VARIETY corres- 
niture and fixtures and other as-| pondent in’ his territory. 


sets connected with production and 
distribution of The Times.” John 
C. Council is president and pub- 
lisher of Tribune Co. . 

Times, founded in 1893, has cir- 
culation of 44,791. Tribune, founded 
same year, lists its daily circulation 
as 136,243 and Sunday 155,036. 

Times retains its radio station 
WDAE and all real estate owned 
by the Times Co., which will con- 
tinue operation of station. Smiley 
and Ralph Nicholson purchased 
Times in-1933 from ex-Mayor D. B. 
McKay and in 1951 Smiley bought 
out Nicholson's interest. 


Kober’s Latest 

Arthur Kober’s newest, “Oooh, 
What You Said!” (Simon & Schus- 
ter; $3.50) for the first time puts 
Hollvwood agent Benny Green- 
span's exploits between hard covers. 
It’s in the author's best dialog 
and dialect (Bronx) and was 
first given the light of printer's 
ink in The New Yorker. There are 
two stowaway pieces, one from 
Playboy and one originally pub- 
lished in a VARIETY Anniversary 
Number. 

Per always, this latest Kober is 
bright, bri reading and espe- 
cially prime light summer Re 

, el. 





Busy Dick Harrison 

One of the few columnists ever 
to keep two daily columns running 
—one of for 33 years—was 
R. M. (Dick) Harrison, who died at 
61 in Windsor, Ont., May 13 of a 
third heart attack. One was p. 1 
“Now,” controversial, the other in- 
side “Sunbeams,” broadly satirical, 


~| both in Windsor Star. They brought 


so many phone calls he long ago 
pod Bod to have his phone de- 


He'd been writing “Now” since 
1925, when he was brought there 
from Saskatoon Star. Winnipeg- 
born, Harrison also covered thea- 
tre, music and books and some- 
times wrote editorials, reputediy 
A Se 2,500 words of copy a 


Macmillan’s Roster 
Among the show biz items on the 
new Han are producer- 
director Harold Clurman’s “Lies 
Like Truths: Theatre Reviews and 
Essays,” surveying the British, 
French, German and Israeli scene, 


| 





; t or sale,| Today both girls claim they are the same age as Jack Benny was 
par gr Ray wrk te: year—39. Both need this syndicated dough like they need teeth 
bers when picking up their Euro- | braces. 

| Ann lives in a penthouse on Chi's gold coast, with her husband and 

It rates European hotels, motels, an 18-year-old daughter, Margo. 
inns and restaurantsthrough Amcr-| Abby and her husband live in a ranch house at Hillsborough, a 
ican eyes by Yank experts for the faybourg near Frisco. They have two children, Jeanne 16, Eddie 13. 


N. C., and Newport, | tastes and < aogh ae ai Neither twin has named a daughter after her aunt. 
for “Neither Biack now) ae eB — ts path ; Both sobbers have black hair, but Ann has dimples and a tilted nose. 
a book dealing with race, cellent guide. “~~" | Both agreed to improve on nature with plastic jobs, but Abby backed 





out. Ann went through with it. This seems to have heightened their 
feuding and sent Abby to Freud for help in explaining their present 
mutual antipathy. 


CHATTER 
Don Robinson, freelancer, dis-' 
Source Bosks of Levelorn 

Both tap the same source books for answers—Joe Miller, Frcd Allen, 
Freud, Dorothy Dix, Mr. Anthony and L. L. Levinson’s Left Handed 
Dictionary. They print excerpts of letters and their answers add literacy 
to the fence-writers of 50 years ago. But they deal with the same old 
misfits—unwed mothers, precnant teenagers, henpecked husbands, 
philanderers of both sexes, jealous housewives, girls at a loss in trying 
to cure bosses of hand-trouble—everything but queers and erring 
| Cergymen—people who would rather confess to an agony columnist 
'than read and apply the Ten Commandments to their private lives. 

Abby is more the socialite, likes Palm Springs for her layoffs, and 
dusts the corners more often in her pitching. (To a woman wendering 
re- | how her daughter-in-law’s five-month-old baby could weigh nine pounds, 
| She answered, “The baby was on time. The wedding was late. Forget 
it.”) 

Ann is more serious, mors prim, if this word can be possibly used 
by two Minskys of Manglied Marriages. (To a dame that had been keep- 
ing company eight years with a guy who told her “I think we should 
'get married or something,” Ann advised, “Tell him you should get 
Es aap Ph ap ree is married—or nothing.”) 

uide to the Opposite Sex,” verses| Before she became Ann Landers, Eppie joined the pack who set out 
by gk Max Lief, billed here tg macerate the late Sen. Joe McCarthy. She got elected chairman 
oa pemere Anta = B orriany Bien of the Eau Claire county Demos who swung the subdivision to Wil- 
(Prance's ‘seamen = rd jjiam Proxmire, current U.S. Senator. Then her husband chucked his 

illustrator”). |; “ " , aon 
The billing and the title are tipofts | J°> as his brother-in-law s strawboss and the Lederers moved to Chi- 
on the al fresco sa. contents. ;cago. Here Eppie was convinced that the political waters were too 

William J. Gillerlain, account| muddy and the currents too strong for a tyro from Clearwater, Wis. 
exec in Parade Magazine's ad sales) Then a newspaper gal doing the Ann Landers colmun of Chi Sun- 
dept., switched to magazine’s pub-| Times died. Nearly three dozen dames applied for the job. Mrs. Jules 
lisher-relations staff. _Gillerlain| (Eppie) Lederer was among them. She got the job and became Ann 
will work out of New York on the! Landers. é - 
staff headed by Walter I. Tenney,) By this time her twin sister Popo and family had moved west to 
SS ae a P. yo | California. The wife of a millionaire industralist, Popo had always be- 
feat ager of newspaper rela- | lieved Gn one —-. unt, this ee of Spee 4 sam Landers, as 

id : a sort o chele Spillane of sex-messed people, took the edge off the 
ane at es ee ae poe superiority and Popo, the doll who welched on the schnoz-shift, had 
tional News Photos, has joined the | te save face. ; ; 
public relations firm of Klingman |i So she began bombing the San Francisco Chronicie that Molly May- 
& Spencer Inc. as secretary and | field’s advice to the love-loused was more dead than Queen Victoria, 
member of the Plans Board. He|Could she do better? the editors asked. She certainly could, in her 
left the newspaper business when | opinion. The brevity, irreverance and well-spaced old vaude gags of 
mane eg ews Photos and In-| her answers struck the Chronicle brass as just the cure for poor cir- 
ernational News Service merged | cyjation. They hired her under the name of Abigail van Buren, which 
last week with United Press. ut down to “Dear Abby.” 

Dr. Frances Horwich, who as|5°0" Was © mags “peahe ie 
“Miss Frances” conducts “Ding| Within a month MeNaught signed Abby for syndication, landed her 
Dong School” on WGN-TV in Chi-| in Manhattan's Mjrror and by the time Ann had got from the Chi Sun- 
cago, is penni a series of col-| Times to the New York World-Telly-Sun, McNaught was claiming they 
umns for Illinois Bell Telephone! had Abby in “more than 200 papers.” This is a standard figure set 
Co.’s monthly newsletter to 2,200,-| years ago by Dorothy Dix’s syndicate, except that Dottie’s mimeo- 
000 Chi-area subscribers. | graphers claimed her 200 papers involved 10 countries. 

Her articles will instruct moppets| The Sun-Times claims it has 195 papers on Ann Landers’ string and 
lists them. McNaught doesn't indulge in such foolhardy candor when 

for parents being readied now for telling the world about “Dear Abby.” By now Prentice Hall has got 

Hope (Bob) Enterprises have been | @"d-Eye 

thor will a work in dual | ravaged romances in the New Orleans Times Picayune back in 1896. 


on how to use the telephone. Dr. 

fall release by McGraw-Hill. “Dear Abby” between hard covers and of course it won't be long be- 
copyright owners of their literary | Original D. Dix, who was Mrs. Elizabeth Meriweather Gilmer, was 
ownership with his wife, but Paddy Tom Thorp Of the Old Journal! 


“Canadian Disasters” will be 
ublished BV Thomas Nelson & 

ns, as written by Frank Rasky, | 
editor of Liberty Mag of Toronto. 
Film press agent Dick Condon’s 
rst novel “The Last Confession” 
(Appleton) getting plenty of breaks 
in dailies around U.S. thanks to 


Abraham M. Powell, chief 


Horwich also has a couple of books 
Crosby (Bing) Enterprises and fore Simon & Schuster does as much for Ann Landers, Private Hook- 
properties, and frequently an au-|the wife of an old southern soak. She began repairing other people's 
copyright 


Chayevsky’s “The Goddess,” re-| Since then many have held the billing in the Hearst dynasty. At one 
cently published by Simon & | time the late Tom Thorp, old Columbia All-American tackle, was sen- 
Schuster, has the copyright owner-|tenced to the drudgery. 

ship in the names of his attorneys,/ 74 cut to the clase, he once told me he used to write himself let- 


Come ie Od mee gg aa. ters at night, open them in the morning, dash off his answers 


drool by noon and be free for the day. It was a romp. 

But the Friedman twins take their labors more seriously and present 
the results with a lighter touch. Both are go-getters. It took the Riv- 
erside Enterprise, champ-edited paper in California,:to solve the prob- 
lem. , 


to the 


newspaper, made its first appear- 
ance at Dartmouth College, Han- 
over, N.H., May 23. The initial 
issue contained articles by both fae-} If one is good, two are better, according to the Enterprise, which 
4 members and undergraduates | after Ann Landers for two years In a two-column 10-point 
and included a new poem by Rich- ' feature, reduced her to 8-point and moved in her twin sister Abby van 
qd Etat t's poet / Buren next to her. 

residence. In_ the Thus the twins, who were getting further apart tiran the Capulets 


emg = eee and Montagues in real life, are back-to-back like the Siamese twins, 
and The Dartmouth * | thanks to this bizzare typo twist. So far the merger reads like a dilu- 





undergraduate literary medium. *} tion and may well run the nonsense right out of the rag altogether. 
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Jan Sterling and Canadian play- 
wright Marcel Dube sailed for 
Euro yesterday (Tues.) on the 
S.S. lle de France. 

Rudolf Bing, head of Met Opera, 
left road tour of company in Tor- 
onto to take his usual summer- 
long sojourn in Europe. 

Don Costello staging new cafe 
turn for Carol Sisters, of Columbia 
label, agented by Nick Agneta. Act 
broke in last week in Baltimore. 

Music publisher Wallace Downey 
back at his desk after a longtime 
illness as result of a fall in his 
West 55th St. duplex penthouse. 

Frank Lamping, head of Radio 
Mozambique concession at Johan- 
nesburg, So. Africa, due in N.Y. | 
this week. Will thereafter proceed 
to Bermuda and London for busi- 
ness conferences. 

Marvin Worden, operatic tenor. 
and currently a soloist with the 
Radio City Music Hall, N.Y., has' 
been inked by the Turnau Opera 
Assn. to sing at the Byrdcliffe 
Theatre, Woodstock, N.Y., this 
summer. | 

The Harry E. Goulds, including | 
their three sons, to Europe for | 
three menths. Mrs. (Lucy) Gould | 

receded by plane for huddles with | 
Paris couturiers but all are return- | 
ing together post-Labor Day on the | 
SS Queen Elizabeth. 

Dore Schary, author of “Sunrise | 
at Campobello”, was principal. 
speaker at the Memorial Day serv- 
ices at the grave of President’ 





possibly three films will be pro- 
duced by UFA itself. 

CCC. shooting “The Czardas 
King,” the Emmerich Kalman 
story. Gerhard Riedmann stars 
and Harald Philipp directs. Ameri- 
can Billy Daniel handling the cho- 


reography. 

Producer Seymour Nebenzahl 
showed local film journalists his 
held Elisabeth ergner-Rudolt 


Forster-starrer “Ariane” (1931), 
predecessor of Billy Wilder's “Love 
In The Afternoon” (1956). 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 
(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 49-44) 

Michele Morgan-Charles Boyer 
starrer “Maxime” held up due to 
illness of supporting actress Ar- 
letty. 

Carson McCuller’s legiter ““Mem- 
ber of the Wedding” to be pro- 
duced here next season. It will be 
at Theatre D’Aujourd’hui with 
Olivier Hussenot directing. 

Robert Aldrich through on way 
to Greece where he will lense “The 
Angry Hills’ (M-G) for Anglo pro- 
ducer Raymond Stross with Robert 
Mitchum and Elizabeth Mueller. 

Of the 111 French films under- 
taken last year, 59 stemmed from 
original scripts, 44 were adapta- 
tions of literary works, seven were 
from plays and one was based on 
an_ autobiography. 

Jacques Tati’s “Mon Oncle” SRO 
in its first week at two film houses 


Franklin D. Roosevelt at Hyde here. Other Cannes Fest entries 
Park, attended by more than 200, already out are Russo “Flying 
including Eleanor Roosevelt and Cranes” and “Brothers Karamazov 


her sons, Franklin and John. 

Robert K. Shapiro, managing di- 
rector of N.Y. Paramount Theatre, 
planed to the Coast Friday (30) for, 
product looksee and the marriage | 
of his older son, Martin, next week. | 

Phil Strassberg, of the N.Y.) 
Mirror's amusements staff, marries 
publicist Vivian Coleman on June_ 
15. 

Barron Poian may bring over | 
Dodo d’'Hambourg from the Crazy 
Horse Saloon, Paris, as a U.S. nit- 
ery chirp. Polan was scouting 
for an Italian thrush, as counter- 

art to Genevieve and Fernanda 

ontel, whom he _ handles, but 
would settle for a French or Ger- 
man songstress. 

The 20-story Drake on Park and | 
56th has been sold to the Zecken- | 
dorf Hotels Corp. which already | 
has the Astor and Manhattan in) 
Gotham (which Bill Zeckendorf Jr. | 
operates for Webb & Knapp) and. 
is eyeing the Commodore anew, | 
along with the Beverly, Chatham | 
and Berkshire. 

The barricades are off Duffy 
Square, 20 new trees have been 
planted on the island opposite the 
Palace Theatre where Father 
Duffy's statue stands, and the 
granite base for the George M. 
Cohan (“Give My Regards To 
Broadway”) statue is in place, soon 
to receive its new permanently 
honored New Yorker. 

Julian Bach, editor of Hillman | 
Publications, bought the | 
Bay town house long occupied by 
Arthur Wiesenberger, Wall Street-| 
er w.k. in show biz. Latter and| 
wife Frances fly to Europe Friday 
(6) for the summer and will occu- 
py their Pound Ridge (N.Y.) coun- 
try home until they move into a) 
hotel apartment in the fall. 

Legit producer Alexander San- 
dor Ince lives in a 212-room, $86- | 
a-month, rent-controlled  apart- 
ment at 12 East 63d St. and be-| 
cause he won't vacate, his land- 
lords allegedly harassed him, in- 
cluding al fresco drum-and-fiddle | 
“serenades” (at the wrong hours), | 
according to a $100,000 suit he and. 
his wife have filed against the! 
owners. 

Maurice Chevalier’s final night | 
last Wednesday (28: necessitated | 
shuttling the customers to the 
Starlight Roof. a day in advance | 
of the Waldorf roof’s formal pre- | 
miere on Thursday (29) with Xavier | 
Cugat, because of the many book- | 
ings. The downstairs Empire Room | 
only accomodates 400 and the roof 
seats 700. The Waldorf manage- 
ment figured it could avoid disap- 
pointments by debuting the roof- 
garden ahead of schedule. 


Berlin 


By Hans Hoehn 
(76 02 64) 

Harlem Globetrotters will appear 
again at Sport palast July 2-5. 

O. W. Fischer signed to play | 
male lead in CCC's filmization of 
Goethe's Faust. 

Warners’ “Sayonara” declared 
“valuable” by West-German film 
classification board. 

Maravella, international dance- 
show orch, giving three-day per- 
formance at Palais am Funkturm. 

Cinemiracle film, “Windjam- 
mer,” may be shown in five West- 
German key cities (including Ber- 
lin) in late fall. 

UFA will distribute 21 pix dur- 











ing the ‘58-59 season. Two, or 


(M-G) and “Long, Hot Summer” 
(20th). 

Producer Herb Kerner off to 
Italy to confab with Jules Dassin 
about directing forthcoming U.S. 
film for UA release “Studs Loni- 
gan.” If Dassin accepts it would 
be his first Yank film chore in 
eight years. 

Two week Vichy Film Referen- 
dum will have two Yank entries 
“Sayonara” (WB), “Teacher's Pet” 
(Par). Films from France, Russia, 
U.S. and Great Britain are _ in- 
volved. Prizes are based on public 
a and kudos are called Celes- 
tines. 


Montreal 


“Les Ballets de Paris” current 
at Her Majesty's. 

Metropolitan Opera winding up 
at the Forum with highest scale 
($10) to date. 

Norme_ Springford’s Mountain 
Playhouse to open with original 
musicomedy, “Off Limits.” 

“This Is Cinerama” with French 
dialog brought back to Imperial 
Theatre for indefinite run. 

“Un Simple Soldat” by Marcel 
Dube starring Giles Pelletier cur- 
rent at Comedie Canadienne. 

Al Palmer, former nitery col- 
umnist of now defunct morning 
Herald, on police beat of the 
Gazette. 

Walter O’Hearn, drama critic of 
Montreal Star, to England on com- 
bined holiday and looksee of Lon- 
don theatres. 


Toronto 
By Bob McStay 

Nat Taylor and Hye Bossin to 
Brussels. 

Fred (Tivoli) Trebilcock holiday- 
ing in Hawaii, 

Alan Savage, producer of “Ford 
Theatre” series, named director’ of 
Cockfield-Brown ad agency. 

Mark Napier headman of Cana- 
dian National Ballet, succeeded 
Tom Whitley who resigned. 

Victor Feldbrill, director of To- 
ronto Symph., resigned to baton 
Winninpeg Symphony for fall con- 
cert series. 

Jack Kane to commute to New 
York to do musical arrangements 
for summer program to Steve Law- 
rence and Eydie Gorme. 

Louis St. Laurent, former Prime 
Minister of Canada, named a di- 
rector of Famous Players (Cana- 
dian) by J. J. Fitzgibbons, prexy. 


London 


(COvent Garden 0135-6-7) 

Jerry Wald returned to America 
after attending London preem of 
“Long Hot Summer.” 

AB-Pathe’s “Ice Cold In Alex” 
officially confirmed as British en- 
try to Berlin Film Fest. 

Arthur Askey interrupted Rivi- 
era vacation to consult London spe- 
cialist about voice trouble. 

Lacy W. Kastner, Columbia In- 
ternational prexy, in from Paris to 
attend preem of “The Key.” 

Richard Todd doing a personal 


|when 20th opens their new West 
| Country theatre, the Drake, at Ply- 


} 


mouth. 

Annual golf tourney between 
Variety Club and the Water Rats 
was held at a Clacton Holiday 
Camp over the weekend. 

Andrew Filson, secretary of Fed- 
eration of British Film Makers, 
repped the organization at opening 
of the Brussels Film Fest. 

Carroll Levis, whose “Junior Dis- 
coveries” show on commerical tv 
has been a big click, currently in 
New York for confabs with U.S. 
webs. 

Ben Goffstein of Las Vegas and 
Harry E. Gould of New York were 
among those who drew horses in 
Variety Club’s annual Derby 
sweepstake. 

Millicent Martin, femme lead in 
“Expresso Bongo,” at Saville Thea- | 
tre, out of cast for a fortnight with 
laryngitis. Showgirl Ann Donoghue | 
subbing for her. 

Ealing Films’ “Dunkirk,” which | 
Metro is releasing, was on a rec- 
ord breaking spree for the first 
week of its London release on As- 
sociated British circuit. 

Open Air Theatre season at Re- 
gent’s Park began last Monday (2) 
with “Much Add About Nothing.” 
Season is under joint banner of 
Robert Atkins and Leslie French. 


Boston | 


By Guy Livingston | 
(344 Little Bidg.; Haicock 6-8386) | 

Lois DeFee at Crawford House. | 

Martha Raye opens Salisbury 
Beach Frolics. . 

Vaughn Monroe closing season 
for Blinstrub’s. 

Jack Mercer back from Toronto 
to manage Loew’s State. | 
Helen Manning set for 88ing at 
Dick Richard’s new Black Angus. 

Bert Wheeler and Clyde Whalen | 
breaking in new act at Hub area 
clubs. 

Louis Cline, longtime mgr. Colo- 
nial Theatre, ended his contract 
and returns to N.Y. 

Mia Slavensko and Adre Eglev-}{ 
sky to open Boston Arts Festival at | 
the Public Garden 

Licensing Board preparing to 
yank 111 liquor licenses. Hub now | 
has 811 licensed spots. 

Toshiko, Hub based Japanese 
jazz pianist, into Hickory House, | 
Manhattan, for summer. 

Danny White readying his Aqua- 
rama for summer dates with Tops- 
field Fair booking return date. 

Hy Fine, NET Theatres, named 
chairman Cerebral Palsy campaign 
for film industry in N. E. for ninth 


| consecutive year. 


Lee Morris, history teaching 


cleffer, in from sabbatical leave on 


|Tin Pan Alley where he has sold 


| Dinty 


Johnny Lindon’s band (10) is 
summer replacement at Royal | 
York, with Moxie Whitney orch | 


(14) to Banff Springs Hotel for 12th 
season. 

Jack Wintermeyer, new leader 
ot Liberal party in Ontario, is a 
director of CKOC, TV, Kitchener, 
which is 50% owned by Famous 
Players (Canadian). 





San Francisco 


By Bill Steif 

Jean Fenn departed for Hono- 
lulu on SS Leilani—she’ll sing 
en route. 

London Express’s feature ed., 
David Lewin, in Frisco after a fort- 
night stint in Hollywood surveying 
film industry. 

Tim Sullivan, Margaret Stuart 
and Towyna Thomas accompanied 


| 
| 
| 
; 


| 
| 


35 tunes since Jan. 1. 

Don Dennis, singing emcee at 
Steuben’s, and wife, Bettina, plan- 
ning Chicago and California trip 
when season ends 

Hub will be without a conven- | 
tion hall after Dec. 1 when 
Mechanic's Bldg. comes down, and 
until new Prudential Centre is 
built. 

Ben Sack, Sack Theatres, and 
Sam Richmond, general manager, | 
formed film _ distributing outfit | 
with Brigitte Bardot in “Mam’zelle | 
Pigalle” first acquisition under | 
lease. 

Tina Louise in for double press 
party, 


one for drama critics at! 


Moore's, second for disk | 
jecks at Sheraton Plaza’s Gold 
Room. Fetes were for UA’s “God's } 
Little Acre,” and her album “I'll 


Be Yours.” 
Frankfurt 


K. L. Ruppel Production of, 
Munich to do special effects for | 
“First Man Into Space,” which Pro- | 
ducers Assoc. Ltd. is making for | 
M-G release. 

“Fraulein,” 20th-Fox film di-| 
rected by Henry Koster starring | 
Dana Wynter and Mel Ferrer, | 
which was filmed in Germany i 
to open here in July. 

German film “Paprika” being re- | 


made this year, with Bobby) 
Luethge, original author writing | 
new script. Eichberg Film will | 


ntake it for 1958-59 release. 
Werner Egk completed new com-| 


/edy, “Das Zauberbett,” (The Magic 


Jay Rob‘nson from Hollywood cast | 


or “Buy Me Blue Ribbons” 


Bed), which will have its premiere | 

Aug. 6 in Karmelita Kloster here, 

with Dr. Karl Bauer directing. 
Hans Koehler, 53-year-old circus 


for trainer from famed German Circus 


Frisco opening at 300-seat Enroce. | Althoff, was bitten by a camel in 


| Strip: 


| upcoming feature film. 


jing at Vienna, London and Salz- 


Hersbruck, and is under treatment 
for a broken arm in hospital there. 

Lilo Pulver to Paris for “The 
Player,” based on a Dostoievski 
novel, 


Novel of Swiss dramatist Fried- 
rich Duerrenmatt “Es geschah am 
hellichten Tag” (It Happened In| 


|Broad Daylight) to be filmed for | 
| Deutsche Film Hansa release, with 


| 
| 


Ladislao Vadja directing and Heinz 


Ruehmann in the lead. 

“Nasser Asphalt” (Wet Asphalt), | 
a newspaper story made by [pter- 
west Film starring Horst Buchholz, 
and “Endstation Liebe” (Last Sta- | 
tion, Love), also Interwest Film, 
are two German films being shown 
at Brussels Film Festival in July. 

“Thr 106 Geburtstag” (Your 106th 
Birthday), film based on stage play 
of same name by Jean Sarment, 
now being filmed in Germany with | 
Margarete Haagen and Gustav 
Knuth in the leads and Guenther 
Lueders directing. Neue Film will 
release the pic. 

Ernst Krenek’s newest stage pro- 
duction, one-act opera “Der Glock- 
enturm” (The Clock Tower) based 
on a Hermann Melville story, to be 
presented by German Opera on 
Rhine in Duisburg for first tine, 
with the composer as conductor. 
Premiere is set for this fall. 


Tokyo | 


By Dave Jampel 
(Press Club; 27-0161) | 

New Japanese dramatic troupe 
presenting Agatha Christie’s ‘““Mur- 
der On the River Nile” at the Sabo 
Kaikan, Akasaki. 

Unijapan will hold monthly pre- 
miere of Japanese films for foreign 
correspondents and members of 
diplomatic missions beginning in 
July. 

George Barati, conductor and 
musical director of Honolulu Sym- | 
phony, will guest with leading Jap- | 
anese symphonies. It'll be his first 
appearance here. | 

Before leaving to swing around 
Southeast Asia for further con- 
certs, Met tenor Jan Peerce left 
$500 with his sponsors to set up a| 
scholarship for promising Japanese 
vocalists. 

Nichigeki Dancing Team now 
touring Australia due back June 19 
after performances in Adelaide and 
a farewell appearance in Sydney. 
Returning with the 57-member 


| troupe will be tour promoter Harry | 
| Wren who is negotiating to follow- | 
|up with importation of Shochiku’'s 


Girls’ Opera Troupe. 


Las Vegas 


By Forrest Duke 
(DUdley 2-6100) 

Stan Irwin to Reno on a talent 
hunt for the Sahara. | 
Sign on a car chugging along the 
“Made in Detroit — by) 
Idiots.” i 
Jess Goodman, vp charge of the) 
Riviera’s exchequer, finally got a 
hole-in-one after trying for 20 
years, | 
Judge Bernard Frank of Miami | 
here to catch wife Marion Colby’s 
chirping in Joe E. Lewis El Rancho | 
romp. | 
Tropicana will add a third show | 
cn Saturdays, with proceeds from 
the extra performance going to) 
local Ross De Lima hospital each | 


| week. Hal 


A Columbia screen writer follow- | 
ing Louis Prima and Keely Smith | 
around home, Las Vegas, and Hotel | 
Sahara gathering material for an 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
(2123 Fremont Av. So., FR 17-2609) 
St. Paul Civic Theatre presented 
“Sabrina Fair.” 
Comedian Mickey Sharp here for 
convention show. 
Singer Jimmy Rodgers in town 
for autograph sessions. 
“Nocturnes” opened at St. Paui 
Hotel Lowry's Gopher Grill. 
Singer Robert Merrill here for 
St. Paul Woman's Institute concert. 
Old Log strawhatter opens twen- 
tieth season June 11 with “The 
Happiest Millionaire.” 
Minneapolis Symph_ conductor 
Antal Dorati in Europe for ‘guest- 


burg. 

U. of Minnesota Theatre's initial 
Minnesota Cent..nial show boat 
offering to be “Under The Gas- 
light.” 

“Big Show of 1958,” with Sam 
Cooke, Everly Bros, Paul Anka, 
played St. Paul matinee and Min- 
neapolis evening. 

Robert B. Mantzke’s Minneapolis 
Choraliers, to appear at Interna- 
tional Musical Eisteddford festival 
at Liangollan, Wales. 

St. Paul city council revoked 
North American Shows carnival 
license after three men were con- 
victed of operating gambling de- 
vices on premises, 





which Franco-London Pro-| 
|ductions are making, with Claude 
_Autant-Lara directing. Constantin 
'to release in Germany. 


Mitchell Gertz left for Europe on 
picture deals. 

Dorothy Hechtlinger joined 
Desilu as story editor. 

Malcolm Atterbury netted frac- 


| tured nose in fight scene with Ger- 
| ald Mohr. 


Ronald Colman willed bulk of 
his estate to widow, Benita Hume, 
and 17-year-old daughter Juliet. 

Debbie Reynolds to receive Mt. 
Sinai Hospital Men’s Club “Heart 


'of Gold” Award for humanitarian 


services. 

George Murphy off to Brussels 
as managing director of America’s 
“Wild West Show & Rodeo” at 
World's Fair. 

Edd X. Russell, western rep of 
Actors Equity, kudosed at a lunch- 
eon on 80th birthday by other 
branches of Four A's. 


Chicago 
(Delaware 7-4984) 

Allen Hurwitz sold Nocturne Key 
Club to Tony Angelos. 

Cloister Inn remodeling to in- 
crease seating capacity. 

Chicago Heights, southside 
suburb, using show biz names for 
its summerlong community promo- 
tion tabbed “Culturama.” 

Alan Ladd ‘(with wife and son), 
Olivia DeHavilland and Sam Gold- 
wyn Jr. all here early part of this 
week to bally “Proud Rebel.” 

Drinking Gourd Society tossing a 
benefit at Preview next month for 
family of Tony Napponelli, local 
jazz musician who died recently. 

Women’s Variety Club of Illinois 
holding its annual Father's Day 
party at Chez Paree June 15, with 
Jimmy Durante toplining the floor- 
show. 

Ruth Bowers Gallanis, former 
WGN “staff singer, won $55,000 
claim from Yellow Cab Co. and a 
private citizen for a 1951 auto ac- 
cident which, she claimed, caused 
her to lose her voice and job. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Cleveland Play House called it 
a season. 

It’s third baby for Johnny Sing- 
er, local jobbing orch leader. 

Dakota Staton and Joe Saye 
quartet at Sam Firsten’s Modern 
Jazz Room. 

Magician Jay Marshall and Nor- 
ton-Patricia song team winding 
Statler’s winter season. 

Hotel Cleveland’s Bronze Room 
dropping dance music and Norm 
Knuth’s orch June 14 for summer. 

Tina Louise, new film actress, 
here to plug “God's Little Acre” 
(UA), garnered big space with sexy 
looks. 

Zephyr Room switched | from 
comedy acts to Latin dancers with 
Mambo Aces breaking in policy on 
new raised stage. 

Billy Weinberger, who operates 
Kornman's Back Room Club and 
restaurants, won't reopen subur- 
ban Billy’s Club this year, 

Arthur Manson and Max Mink 
of Palace swung Cinerama-baseball 
package promotion ticket sales for 
“Seven Wonders” and Cleveland 
Indians team. . 

Dave Dorn teamed Bud Wattles’ 
orch and Edward Halas, radio 
script writer-poet,-in first of his 
ama concert series at Quad 


all. 
Roger Marsh, son of Ward 
Marsh, Plain Dealer's film critic, 
producing “Lights, Camera, Ques- 
tion” ty series for major theatre 
exhibs every Saturday over KYW. 

Bill Boehm, recovered from ap- 
pendectomy, back singing at Al- 
pine Village. He’s skedded for 
male lead in “Song of Norway” at 
Buffalo and Toronto tent theatres 


in July. 
Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 
(Angli, 43 - Tel. 30-89-20) 
Aurora Bautista in “Requiem for 
a Woman” at the Comedia is this 
season's hit. Thomas Blanco is the 

leading man. 

Italian feature “Diana” (La rag- 
azza del Palio) with Diana Dors, 
Vittorio Gassman and Bruce Cabot 
a hit at Kursaal. 

Mary Sampere, comedian, in 
from Madrid after a very success- 
ful season at the Pasapoga, now to 
act at Rio nitery. 

At Rigat nitery Speedy Larking 

international fantasist, comedian 
Roberto Font and singer Gene 
Marco with her Garotas from 
Copacabana. 
- At Romea theatre legit author 
Antonio Armenteras with actor 
Juan Capri’s cooperation, present- 
ed legit comedy, “Pum, pum And 
they Killed Him.” 

Legit pix and video actor Pedro 
Lopez Lagar back to Spain after 
an absence of 23 years spent in 
Latin American countries. His re- 
turn is to act in the Spanish pic 
“La tirana” (The Tyrant). 
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THOMAS G. ROCKWELL 
Thomas G. Rockwell, 57, chair- 
men of the board of General Art- 
ists Corp., died May 29 in New 
York of uremic pojsoning after a 
brief illness. 
Details in Vaude. 





SIR LOUIS STERLING 
Sir Louis Sterling, 79, retired 
head of EMI (Electric & Musical 
Industries), died in London June 2 
after a long illness. 
Further details in Music Section. 





HARRY GREEN . 

Henry Blitzer, 60, known profes- 
sionally as Harry Green, died May 
31 in London. He collapsed foltow- 
ing an appearance on a television 
play. He had been living in Eng- 
land for the past few years, making 
that his homebase and returning 
occasionally to the U.S. 

Green started in show biz in his 
early teens even to the extent of 
interrupting his vaude vareer at 
the age of 14 to attend a highschool 
in New York, and later college. 
Starting out to study law, he re- 
sumed his vaude career with sev- 
eral partners as a dialect comic. 

Among the sketches he appeared 
in during that era were “Potash & 
Perlmutter” and “The Hebrew 
Jockey and the Sport.” For five 
years, he toured as George Wash- 
ington Cohen in “The Cherry Tree” 
sketch. He made his London bow 


in the revue, “The Merry. Go 
Round,” in-1914, Following his 
1921 appearance in London in 


“Welcome Stranger,” he returned 
to New York, and worked in “Clubs 
are Trumps,” “Piper Paid,” and 
“All in All” latter with Jack Pearl. 

For a while Green deserted com- 
edy for drama in “The Day Will 
Come” with his role of The Wan- 
dering Jew in which his two sons, 
David, then 10, and Roland, 9 at 


that time, appeared with him. At} 


various times he worked in Holly- 


wood at one of the highest salaries | 


for that era. He got $5,000 a week 
for a time. On the Coast he was 
known as “Concrete” because of 
his ability to tear a deck of cards 
in two. He was also an accom- 
plished magician. 

Green returned to London in 
1946 to produce and star in his own 
farce “Fifty-Fifty.” He also played 
the title role in “The Return of 
Peter Grimm” which closed when 
Green became ill. He considered 
himself thoroughly British since 
his long tenure in England. He 
was friendly with the upper social 
echelons including former Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill. Latter 
helped Green get his son into Har- 
row, Churchill’s alma mater. He 
appeared in the 1954 Command 
Performance at the Palladium Lon- 
don, in a show that incluuded Bob 
Hope. 





MARY WELCH 

Mary Welch, 35, actress who cre- 
ated the role of President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt's secretary, Miss Mar- 
guerite (Missy) LeHand, in the 
current Broadway 
“Sunrise at Campobello,” died May 
31 in New York. She took a leave 
of absence recently because of 
pregnancy. 

She made her Broedway debut 
as Jo in the City Center produc- 
tion of “Litthe Women” in 1944. 
She later appeared with Ethel Bar- 
rymore on tour in “The Joyous 
Season.” In 1948, she was on 
Broadway with Alfred Drake in 
“Joy to the World.” ' 

Her legit credits also include road 
and stock companies of “Tea And 
Sympathy,” “The Rainmaker,” 
“Solid Gold Cadillac” and “A 
Streetcar Named Desire,” which 
she also did on Broadway in 1948- 
49. She also appeared in a City 
Center revival of “Dream Girl” 
with Judy Hol and “The House 
of Bernarda Alba” with Katina 
Paxinou. 

In 1946 she appeared in the off- 
Broadway production of O’Casey’s 
“The Purple Dust.” She was cho- 
sen by Eugene O'Neill to play Josie 
in the Theatre Guild tryout of 
“Moon for the Misbegotten” in 
1947. Her film credits include 
“Park Row” and she had done nu- 
merous tv shows. For the last 
three years, she ran the Welch 
Workshop, an acting school in N. Y. 

Her husband, actor David White, 
son, father and mother survive. 





- ANN 

Ann Gerlette, 45, actress, pro- 
ducer, director and drama coach, 
died May 27 in New York, after a 
long illness. She was the wife of 
George Voskovec, acter and play- 
wright. 

She appeared first in off-Broad- 
Way productions at the Davenport 
and Cherry Lane Theatres. On 
Broadway, she played in “Crime 
and Punishment” in 1935, and “The 


Bridal Crown’”in 1938 and “A Case 
of Youth” in 1940. 

For several years Mrs. Gerlette 
directed her own acting group, the 
New York Players. In 1944, she be- 
came the’ first executive secretary 
of the new Equity Library Theatre. 
After her marriage, she served for 
several years as play reader and 

t director of the V & W 
Theatre in Prague, of which her 
husband was co-producer and one 
of the chief actors. She founded 


sons. In 1951, she resumed her 
teaching in N. Y. 

Two daughters and her mother 
also survive. 


GEORGE POWER 
George Power, 67, owner and 
trainer of Power’s Dancing Ele- 
hants, died May 27 at the Will 
gers Hospital, Saranac Lake, 
N.Y., after a long illness. A mem- 
ber of a noted vaude and circus 





ing things he could do with pachy- 

derms. Act was formed shortly 

after the turn of the century and 

toured throughout the world in 

deluxe variety theatres as well as 
th circuses. 

Power's Elephants were a top act 
at the old New York Hippodrome 
for many seasons. When that house 
played big productions his four 
animals were invariably part of the 
po mance. They were particu- 
arly noted for their “baseball 
game.” One “pitcher” would go out 
of the box en ordered and the 
substitute would allow the “batter” 
to make a home run, the elephant- 
runner “sliding” to home plate. 
This routine was always good for 
laughs. 

Another feat was the elephants’ 
dancing, for which the turn got its 
full title. The biggest elephant 
| after doing 2 Spanish dance did a 
rag trot, then a jazz and wound up 
| with a shimmy, for an encore. 
Their time may f was also a basic 
routine. Power hiniself participated 
in the act in such bits where one 
elephant would place a heavy foot 
on his face while in a reclining 
position. 


LIONEL SHAPIRO 
Lionel S. B. Shapiro, 50, war cor- 
respondent, novelist and play- 








roduction of | 


wright, died May 27 of cancer in 
|Montreal. A native of that city, he 
|started his writing career on the 
| sports desk of the Montreal Gazette 
| and went from there to New York 
| where he did a column for the 
| Gazette called “Lights and Shadows 
|ot Manhattan.” 

| Following World War II when 
be represented McLean’s Maga- 
| zine, t Gazette and the North 
| America Newspaper All an 
| received the Order of the British 
| Empire for his work as a war cor- 
respondent, Shapiro wrote several 
successful novels, two of which 
were filmed. One, “The Sixth of 
June,” was an American Book-of- 
the-Month selection and a Cana- 
dian Governor-General’s award 
winner for fiction. 

Most of his plays were written 
| for radio and television in England 
jand the U.S. But one, “The 
| Bridge” was produced by the Old 
Vie Company in Bristol, England. 

He is survived by his mother. 





MAXIMILIAN PILZER 
~Maximilian Pilzer, 68, conductor, 
died May 30 in New York. 
collapsed’, while conducting the 
Naum Sym on the Mall 
in Centra} Park. e struck his 
pepe? A Ry Es 
e m a 
of a brain concussion. ¥ soe 


cert master of the New York Phil- 
harmonic when he was 22 years 
old. He from the Phil- 
harmonic in 1917 in ordr to 

concert work. He gave recitals 
Town Hall in the 1920s. In 


then, he has been a frequent guest 
conductor of the covles. 
His wife and daughter survive. 


ALFRED J. DELCAMBRE 

Alfred -% are, 48, branch 
m er of National Screen Serv- 
ices Dallas aay ergy of a peant 
attack May | t city. He had 
been associated with the NSS or- 
ganization since March, 1951. Prior 
to that he was a sales rep with 
United Artists and Paramount and 
at one time was divisional manager 
= taney Selznick Releasing Organi- 
za 


Delcambre, who won All-Ameri- 
can football honors and subse- 
quently coached the freshman team 
at Southern Methodist U., also 











‘ starred in a series of westerns, In 


the American Theatre of Paris in| 
1949 which operated for two sea-| 


family, he was famed for the amaz- | 


He | King, 





: 


CIS CARCO 

Francis Carco, poet, novelist and 
playwright, died last week in Paris. 
A native of Corsica, his real name 
was Carcopino-Tuscoli. He became 
a chronicler of the Paris Mont- 
martre lowlife of the 1920s and 
some labeled him a sort of French 
Damon Runyon except for his more 
intense reality and poetic senti- 
ments. 

Many of Carco’s books and plays 
were filmed and his poems were 
frequently put to song. A longtime 
soalaat was his adaptation of “Pal 
Joey” into French, but it never 
materialized. He also was a mem- 
ber of the Goncourt {ary who hand 
out France's top literary prize 
every year. 

His wife survives. 


AINSLIE PRYOR 

Ainslie Pryor, 37, stage and 
screen actor, died of brain cancer 
May 27 in Hollywood. He had ap- 
peared in five teleplays since un- 
dergoing an operation for the dis- 
ease last December. He played the 
role of the prosecutor in the 
Broadway production of “Caine 
Mutiny Court Martial” in 1954 and 
was also seen in a number of films 
and teledramas. 

A native of Memphis, Pryor was 
director and manager of a little 
theatre group in Raleigh, N. C., 
before going to Hollywood in 1953. 

Surviving are his wife, son, two 
daughters and a brother. 








HERB BRAVERMAN 
Herb Braverman, 42, tv produ- 
cer, died June 2 in Hollywood. 

e was former Coast producer of 
NBC’s. “Tonight” show. In addi- 
tion, he had been with NBC-TV five 
years as unit manager of the Oscar 


and Emmy awards show, “Wide) 


Wide World,” “Roy Rogers Rodeo” 
and associate producer of the Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis “Comedy 
Hour” as well as the “Bob Hope 
Show.” Recently, he was associate 
producer.of the nitery show “New- 
comers of 1928.” 





FERN GOLTRE 

Mrs. Fern G, Helfenbein, former 
concert singer and music teacher, 
known professionally as Fern 
Goltre, died May 27 in New York. 
She appeared on the concert and 
opera stage in the U. S., Canada 
and Mexico. She served for five 
years on the faculty of the Royal 
Conservatory of Music in Toronto, 
and also taught voice in Holly- 


wood. 

Her husband, conductor-musi- 
cian Ladislas Helfenbein and a 
son survive. 


TEDFORD L. WOODARD 
Tedford L. Woodard, 38, presi- 
dent of the Woodard, Voss & Heve- 





q| nor agency in Albany, was killed 


May 26 when he fell 18 stories 
down an elevator shaft in a New 
York apartment house. He was 
visiting friends there. Police said 
he apparently leaned against an 
elevator door which suddenly 
swung open, 

His wife and four children sur- 
vive. 





ROD WAGGONER 

Rod Waggoner, 86, publicity 
man, died May 31 in Santa Cruz, 
Calif. He was a pressagent for 
more than 60 years, 10 of them 
with RKO Pictures. Am his 
clients were Adm. Richard Byrd, 
Frank Chance, Florenz Ziegfeld, 
Earl Carroll, the Shuberts, Dennis 
George White and the 
Theatre Guild. 

His wife survives. 


HUNTER LOVELACE 
Hunter Lovelace, 65, former 
eastern story editor for the old Fox 
Film Co., died of a heart attack 
May 27 in Holl In recent 


writer and a Hollywood newspaper- 
man. He also had been a literary 
agent and publicist. 

A son survives. 


RAY JUNE 
Ray June, 60, vet cameraman, 
died of a heart attack May 27 in 
Hollywood. Active since silent days, 
when he was known as a lenser 
willing to take dangerous chances 
to get realistic effects, he was un- 





der contract at Metro from 1936 to) 


1954, when he left to freelance. 
His wife survives. 


WAYNE THERIOT 

Wayne Theriot, 46, veteran film 
exec and Portland, Ore., branch 
manager for Paramount for years, 
died May 25 in Portland following 
a heart ailment. He came to Port- 
land from Salt Lake City 10 years 
ago. 





are his wife, two 


Surviving 
daughters and his mother. 


MAX E. UHLIG 
Max E. Uhlig, 62. an actor who 
appeared in silent films with Pearl 





j}the New Jersey Symphony 


N. Y. as a sound supervisor. 
His wife, three brothers and two 
sisters survive. 





_ ELISE PRECHTL 

Elise Prechtl, 91, pioneer Aust- 
rian exhibitor, died May 2 in 
Klagenfurt, Austria. She opened 
Klagenfurt’s first film theatre in 
1908 and operated it until a few 
years ago. 

Her husband, who died in 1922, 
was the first producer of cultural 
shorts in Austria. 





HARRY J, BRYAN 

Harry J. Bryan, 81, onetime ex- 
ecutive with the Radio-Keith- 
Crpheum circuit during the vaude 
era, died May 26 in a Chicago 
convalescent home. 

_There are no immediate sur- 
vivors. 





THEODORE PEIXOTTO 

Theodore Peixotto, 49, chief en- 
—— of radio station KSFO, San 

ancisco, died May 26 in South 
San Francisco. Before joining 
KSFO 12 years ago, he worked at 
WJJD, Chicago, and KDAN, Oro- 
ville, Cal. 

His wife and daughter survive. 





AMBROSE T. McKEONE 

Ambrose T. McKeone, 52, former 
member of the vaude act known as 
“The Six Macks,” died J "28 in 
Philadelphia. He had been in show 
business for 35 years. 

Surviving are his mother, two 
sisters and two brothers, 





Erika Hanaka, 55, first chore- 
ographer of the Vienna State 
Opera, died May 20 in Vienna foi- 
lowing an appendectomy. Born in 
Bolzen, Italy, she produced many 
new ballets since 1942, 


Francis A. Ries, 47, engineer for 
radio station WDAF, Kansas City, 
Kans., for 12 years, died fhere May 
27 after suffering a heart attack. 
Prior to his stint with WDAF, he 
was with KCKN. 


Joseph Scott, 55, West End band- 
leader, died May 28 in his London 
|home after taking an overdose of 
| sleeping tablets. Following an in- 
| quest, it was disclosed that he was 
suffering from an incurable dis- 
ease, 


Paul G. Howard, 49, assistant 
telegraph editor for the Schenec- 





of news for WOKO and WXKW 
in Albarry, died May 29 in Albany. 
His wife and daughter survive. 


Mrs. Sarah (Cohen) Rothstein, 
83, who appeared on the stage of 
her native London in her early life 
before coming to the U.S., died in 
Brookline, Mass., May 31. Surviving 
are two grandsons. 





Mary Sullivan, 87, the younger of 
Ed (& Pegeen) Fitzgerald's two 
longtime ailing aunts, died in his 
native Troy, N. Y., June 1. Her sis- 
ter, Mrs. Margaret Sullivan, 89, 
survives, 


David C. Lithgow, 88, scenic 
artist and sculptor who at one time 
did backgrounds at the Strand and 
Proctor’s Theatres in Troy, N.Y., 
died May 26 in Green Island, N.Y. 
His wife and daughter survive. 


William A. Lipsie Jr., 37, of the- 
atre-owning Lipsie family in Blairs- 
ville, Pa., died May 16 in Somerset, 
Pa. In addition to his parents, he 
leaves his wife, two sons and a 
brother: 


Charles Phillips, 54, vet actor 
and stuntman, d May 25 in Hol- 
lywood, In films for 35 years, he 
also acted as double for such stars 
as Charles Laughton and Oliver 
Hardy, 


Frank C, Vurt, 38, film-tv writer, 
died June 1 in Hollywood. For 
many years, he was supervising 
writer for the “Dragnet” tv show. 
His mother survives. 


Leslie Savage Jr., 35, screen 
writer, died from complications of 
a heart attack May 26 in Santa 
Monica, Cal. His wife survives. 


Mrs. Alice Schradieck Aue, 75 
music teacher and an or aoa 
r- 
in Upper 

















chestra, died June 1 
Montclair, N. J. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Graham Hurl- 
bert, 83, former musicomedy ac- 
tress known professionally as Bet- 
ty Graham, died May 29 in White 
Plains, New York. 

Mrs. Alice Bell Morgan, 80, who 
in 1956 won $32.000 on “The $64,- 
000 Question,” died May 30 in 
Providence, R. I. 


William J. Hadden, 77, operatic 





aoe York, June 1. 


tady Gazette and former director | 


City (Mo.) May 29. 


Frances de Villa Ball, 85. one- 
time concert pianist, died May 24 
in Palm Beach, Fla. 





Victor Biddall, vet cinema owner, 
died recently in Annan, Scotland. 


MARRIAGES 


Joanne Jadlawiec to Wayne 
Claus, Pittsburgh, May 17. He’s the 
son of fred Claus, of KDKA staff. 

Marjorie Lord to Randolph Hale, 
North Hollywood, May 26. Bride’s 
an actress; he’s a stage producer. 

Rita Berger io Lester Dinoff, 
New York, June 1. Bride is on 
the staff of Art News; he’s with 
Rank Film Distributors publicity 
dept. 

Annette Peters to Brian Jones, 
London, recently. Bride’s a mem- 
ber of Geerge Mitchell Singers; 
he’s a comedy mooge. 

Angela Wood to John Brocking- 
ton, Vancouver, May 32. Bride's 
an actress with Frederick Wood 
Theatre; he’s a director same the- 
atre, and teacher. 

Catherine Streibert to George 
Nobbe Jr., Locust Valley, L.L, May 
31. Bride is daughter of Ted Strei- 
bert, former MBS we! and later 
chief of the U.S. Information 
Service. 

Ina Ray Hutton to Michael An- 
ter, Las Vegas, June 1. She is a 
bandleader. 

Mary French to James Stewart, 
He is a singer. 

Jeanne West to Hank Frank, 
New York, May 17. She is an ace 
tress-model. 

Jocelyn Cohen to Louis Da Pron, 
May 27, Juarez, Mexico. Bride is 
a New York costume designer; he’s 
choreographer of the Perry Como 
television series. 

Sandra Gail Weiss to Sheldon 
Garfinkel, Chicago, June 1. She's 
secretary in ad-pub office of Bala- 
ban & Katz circuit. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Mehan, 

son, Stamford, Conn. May 23. 
Mother is Doris Breckenridge, for- 
merly of New York City Ballet 
Company; father is with NBC Press 
Dept. 
Mr, and Mrs. Chalmers Marquis, 
son, Chicago, May 26. Father is 
director of program development 
for WTTW, educational tv station 
| in that 9 

Mr. and Mrs. George Herman, 
| son, Washington, May 25. Father is 
CBS news correspondent there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dag Overgaard, 
daughter, Vancouver, May 18. 
Father is “Almanac” producer with 
CBUT-TV there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Stulberg, 
daughter, Los Angeles, May 28. 
Father is Columbia Pictures as- 
sistant secretary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Syd Todd, son, 
Edinburgh, May 22. Father is a 
comedian. 

Rabbi and Mrs. Lloyd Tanne- 
baum, son, Lynchburg, Va., May 25. 
Mother’s the daughter of William 
Steinberg, conductor of Pittsburgh 
Symphony. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter, Pittsburgh, May 23. 
Mother’s the former Ruth Beh- 
ringer, Pitt Symphony violinist. 

Mr. and Mrs, Albert Haugue, 
daughter, New York, May 28, 
Mother is actress Renee Orin; 
father is the legit composer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jira Fogiesong, son, 
Hackensack, N. J., May 26. Father 
is in charge of pop albums at Epic 
Records. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Nikitas, son, 
Manchester, N.H., May 23. Father 
is news editor of radio station 
WFEA there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goffstein, 
daughter, Las Vegas, April 20, 
Father is general manager of the 
Riviera Hotel, Las Vegas. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Taylor, daugh- 
ter, New York, June 2. Mother is 
radio-tv actress Lynn Rogers; fa- 
ther is nightclub reviewer for Cue 
and freelance writer. 


DeGaulle Worries 


=———ae Continued from page | es 


year starting in July, the French 
have reserved to themselves the 
right to hand out 40 of these 110 
permits on the basis of “merit” 
activities on the part of individual 
American companies. 

Though they hope for the best, 
execs in Gotham are apprehensive 
over the negotiations for the new 
Franco-American fi'm agreement 
which starts in July of 1959. Mean- 
while, they doubt that there will 
be any attempt to drastically revise 
the current arrangements. There 
is a feeling that, under de Gaulle, 
the French may become more ag- 
gressive in their film relations with 
the States. 








Herb Osgood, 
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“GIGI” (MGM) 


“TEN THOUSAND BEDROOMS” (MGM) 


“SERIE NOIRE” (Pathe) 
“CA VA BARDER” 


MOTION PICTURES: 
“TOMORROW IS TOO LATE” (MGM) 





“KISMET” 


TELEVISION: 


“MAYERLING’’—NBC-TV 

STEVE ALLEN SHOW—NBC-TY 
COLGATE COMEDY HOUR—NBC-TV 
JACK PAAR SHOW—NBC-TV 
PANTOMIME QUIZ—ABC-TV 
MODERN ROMANCE—NBC-TV 


GARRY MOORE, ART FORD & Hundreds of 
other appearances on television shows 


throughout Europe and America. 


CAFES and HOTELS: 


(Season 1957-1958) 


COLONY, London 
BAGATELLE, London 

RITZ CARLTON, Montreal 
PORTE ST. JEAN, Quebec 


PARQUE DEL RETIRO, Madrid 


DINHARZADE, Paris 
NATIONAL, Havana 
PATIO, Palm Beach 


Opening July 14, COLONY, London 


MAISONETTE, ST. REGIS, New York 
LE CUPIDON, New York 
MOCAMBO, Hollywood 
THUNDERBIRD, Las Vegas 

DRAKE HOTEL, Chicago 

CHASE HOTEL, St. Lovis 


THEATRE: 
“ALMANAC” 


“MERRY WIDOW” 
“CAN CAN” 





FACKS 11, San Francisco 
LOTUS CLUB, Washington, D. C. 


(Beginning European Tour) 





NEW YORKER 

“This pretty, shapely blonde bun- 
die with her delightful sense of 
humor is truly delightful.” 


LYON, 

Chicago Tribune 

“Shapely. singer Monique Van 
Voom—make that Vooren—had the 
staid, Camellia House diners in a 
dither!" 


HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


Van Vooren lived up to her publicity 
with a smash performance." 


ROBERT COLEMAN, 

New York Mirror 

“Monique Van Vooren had the 
aficionados out front captives to 
her curves and vivacity in her role 
as ‘Clo-Clo’ in the City Center's 
operetta, “The Merry Widow',” 


VARIETY 


“Miss Van Vooren impresses with 
her deép-throated pipes aad sure 
control and bows on her 
initial album Mink in Hi 
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MIKE CONNOLLY, 
Hollywood Reporter 
“Monique Van Vooren cast her 

calm eyes over the mighty Mocam- 

bo mob and with her teasing, pleas- 
ing voice her half-hour on stage 
flew by like a Boeing 707. Man, 
is she builttrt!" 

“Monique, the unique, is the new 
big 'M' (money) of show business!" 


LEE MORTIMER, 

New York Mirror 

“Here is a sexy, stately beautiful 
girl who can really sing.” 


BOB SOBEL, 

Beverly Hills Citizen 

“The velvet ropes were up at the 
Mo to handle the overflow crowd 
as Monique Van Vooren burst on 
the local night club scene to estab- 
lish 
est 


herself as one of the clever- 
performers to come along in 
a long time.” 
EARL WILSON 
New York Post 
“The Unique Van Vooren is jam- 
one Le Cupidon .. . Her act is 
smooth . . even wives 
like Monique." 


FRANK QUINN, 

New York Mirror 

“She has IT, poise, assurance 
and warmth." 


LOUIS SOBEL, 
New York Journal-American 
“Triple A Endersement is Mon- 
ique Van Vooren's lively take-off on 
Maurice Chevalier.” 


VARIETY 


“Monique Van Vooren improves 
with every cafe date. Her tunes 
are well delivered, she has a feel- 
ing for comedy . 

“Elegantly gowned beauty with 
click personality skips thru songalog 
loaded with neatly turned lyrics. No 
doldrums as in other niteries around 
fown with Monique Van Vooren at 
Ritz, Capacity for 3 week stand. 
Her sizzling alto bilinguals are de- 
livered with verve, taste and poise 
. +» has the packed crowd in her 
palms and scores solidly with her 
swell pipes, fine comedy and deft 
showmanship.“ 

DANTON WALKER, 
_ New York Daily News 

“Monique Van Vooren, always a 
stunning girl, has turned inte a de- 
lightful singer.” 

















Exclusively 


RCA VICTOR 
Records 


Current Album Release 








WHITEHEAD, 

Montreal Gazette 

“This spectacular beauty can 
raise a laugh with the precision of 
@ Benny or a Lohr.” 


KUPCINET, 
Chicago Sun-Times 
“Monique (the physique) Van 
Vooren had her Camellia House 
audience in stitches. She's a de- 
lightful comedienne as well as 
singer!" 


NEW YORK TIMES 

“Miss Van Vooren has been hid- 
ing her real talent under a bushel 
of cheesecake. Her "Mink in Hi-Fi’ 
album shows her to be a 
ly capable and flexible singer.” 


GENE KNIGHT 

(Jim O'Connor) 

New York Journal-American 

“New Monique is Terrifique . . . 
"Twas «a gala premiere, and an ava- 
lanche of applause from a record 
crowd was given to this tell, — 
der, shapely bionde beauty who 
with the eyes of a frightened fawn 
can put over worldly-wise songs as 
few singers can." . 


- 





Motion Pictures 


LOUIS SHURR AGENCY 


1501 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
CHickering 4-8240 


327 N. Rodeo Dr., Beverly Hills 
CRestview 4-8111 


Television and 
Personal 
Appearances 


Publicity: 


LARRY GORE ASSOC. 


Personal Management 


STAR MANAGEMENT 
40 East 58 Street, New York 
Plare 5-4842 











